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“From the Pen of the Pastor” - Christmas Joy: 2020    

Christmas is the story of a child.  Christmas is a time for children.  Adults seem to get very 
"technical" when it comes to Christmas; not children, instead they just enjoy Christmas! 

From the time of Isaiah in 550 BC, the OT people said "Give us a sign..."  Today we also look for 
a "sign", something to give us meaning and purpose in this fast-paced life of the 21st Century. How many 
times in just the past few weeks haven't you heard, "I have lost the feeling of Christmas”, or “I can't get the 
Christmas Spirit”, or “I don't have any joy this year."  Like the OT people who waited for the coming Messiah, 
so today many in our modern society have lost their "Joy".   Where has it gone?  Why do people lose this 
child-like joy?  I would like to suggest that people lose sight of what Christmas is - it is the time of a Child! 

As I read the Christmas story, I wonder if Joseph had "joy"?  He found out Mary was pregnant; 
imagine what he felt like!  The "joy" of his upcoming wedding was gone.  The "joy" of looking into the future 
with his new bride was gone.  All seemed to Joseph that his life had come to an end. 

But the angel appeared to Joseph:  "Do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife...because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit!"  Joseph had to learn that Christmas is the story of a child 
- a Child named Jesus - ‘Yeshua – “Yahweh Saves”. 

I have a theory, an idea, that many today lose the "feeling" or the "joy" of Christmas because like 
Joseph, or like the OT people, we have lost our joy. We might need to be filled once again with the message 
of the Angel - "Do not be afraid...because what is conceived in (you) is from the Holy Spirit!!"  Fear in our 
world chokes out any joy we might have. There is fear of illness, fear of the economy, fear that our children 
will turn out OK...fear ...fear...fear.  I feel sorry for people today who “fear” the Covid pandemic – they are 
robbing themselves of life itself.   

The OT people would frequently "test" God.  Their faith was less than strong!  As a matter of fact 
it was a non-faith at best.  What would it take to put a sense of faith back into Israel?  It would take JOY.  
But what could the Old Testament people do if their joy was not there?  To begin with it would have helped 
to put faith back into the hearts of the OT people, for where faith dwells, fear does not have a chance to 
overtake people.  The OT people were "joy-less". They had forgotten that in the past "The LORD (YWHW) 
had saved them!"  Continually they had turned their back and they were in need once again remembering 
that “The LORD (YWHW) would save them."  They needed a sign to get back their faith, their joy, their love 
- they needed Christmas - a Child.  The “sign” was found in the words of the prophet Isaiah:  "A virgin will 
conceive and bear a son, his name will be Immanuel, which means, God with us."  As the Gospel of 
Matthew reminds us, "And he (Joseph) gave him the name Jesus (Yeshua, which means Yahweh saves)." 

How do you get the "joy" back if it is gone?  How do you get the "feeling of Christmas or the 
Christmas Spirit" if it is not there yet?  Here are some hints. 

 1.  Don't let others "rob" you of the joy meant for you!  This happens quite a bit and it happens to 
almost everyone.  Just watching the TV ads will do this for you!  There is so much pressure that is put on 
all of us during this season, pressure from other people about what they might think is important.  Do not 
let others put on you their "agendas".  REMEMBER - Christmas is a Child. 

2. Don't let others - and yourself - pile you high with events or concerns that will drain you of your 
joy.  Of course, in the year of 2020 there may not be many events we can even go to!  But we still will pile 
ourselves full of expectations that are unrealistic. Hear the simplicity of the birth of Jesus as we read the 
Christmas story. Take the example of the Shepherds: they were told to do only one thing, that is, to go see 
the "babe wrapped in rags" in fulfillment of the Prophet Isaiah.  Like the shepherds you need to choose the 
events you attend this Christmas.  Make sure they reflect your concerns and not the concerns of others.  
When you think of it there is so much activity during Christmas.   (continued on last page) 
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  Outreach News                                                                                        
From Lamb of God’s Mission Statement:  Lamb of God 
shares all God’s love in Jesus with each other, for our 

Community and throughout the World. 

Jesus: Know Him, Follow Him, Share Him! 

  

 

Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry is currently closed due to Covid-19. 

Reminder: The Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry has a designated fund. 
When donating to the Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry always make your 
check to Lamb of God Lutheran Church and write in the memo line: 
Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry. 

Feeding Ministry 

We have our meetings at 11:15 am 
on the second Wednesday of each 
month. We would love to have you 

join us!  
Call Sharon Mahnke  

504-578-7479. 

The Body of Christ! 

We are all a part of the Body of Christ! 

Enjoy worshipping with Lamb of God members 
in person at the Sanctuary at 8 am and 10:30 
am on Sundays. 

Enjoy worshipping with Lamb of God members 
online with a recorded service each week and 
available to watch anytime. 

Enjoy a Bible Study in the Sanctuary and 
recorded online each Sunday available to 
watch anytime. 

Enjoy and in-person Bible study on Thursday 
mornings at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Center 
with Pastor Jan Case. 

Links to home Bible studies are available on 
the Lamb of God website at 
www.logslidell.com.  

Check the free items available in the Peace 
Library. 

Share the above worship opportunities with 
your friends and family! Ronald McDonald House 

Continue to collect your pull tabs at 
home.  Bring them to church and add 
to the larger donation box. In May the 
church received a “Thank You” note 
from Ronald McDonald House for our 
donations.   
 

Note our NEW NAME!! The name change was accepted at the 
congregation meeting on Sunday July 19, 2020. 

 

 

Slidell Ladies for Liberty  

This group is resuming packing boxes for 
Slidell soldiers deployed overseas. Our 

collection box is in the Narthex and 
awaiting your donations.  Check out their 
Facebook page “Slidell Ladies for Liberty” 

or their website at 

www.slidellladiesforliberty.org. 
 

 

The Outreach Committee will be collecting for a 

family related to one of our members. This 

family has a mom and five children. The boys are 

ages 6 and 17 and the girls are 7, 8, and 14.  

Please watch for further announcements on 

what is needed for this family! 
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 The Broadcast of the Lutheran Hour 

        WWL 870 AM Sunday at 6:30 AM 

 

December 2020 Gospel Readings 

December 6, 2nd Sunday in Advent 

Luke 21:25-36 
 

December 13, 3rd Sunday in Advent 

Matthew 11:2-11 
 

December 20, 4th Sunday in Advent  

Luke 1:39-56 
 

December 24, Christmas Eve Candlelight  

John 1:1-14 

  

December 25, Christmas Day Worship  

John 1:1-18 
 

December 27, 1st Sunday After Christmas 

Luke 2: 22-40 
 

 

Care Committee News 
 

Please let our elders and care committee chairman 

or the church office know of anyone who has been in 

the hospital, has been ill or has a family death and 

needs a meal so that the care committee can  

extend  an offer to help. Anyone interested in  

participating in this service to others can contact 

Jackie Kennedy at 985-640-5400. 

 

Prayer Chain 
 Our prayer chain is always ready to 

receive prayer requests from the congregation, 

friends of the congregation or the community.  Please 

call Jackie Kennedy 985-640-5400 when needed. 

December Schedule 2020 

LOG Bible Study 
Thursdays, December 3, 10, 17, & 31/10:00 AM! 

Outreach Meeting 

By Email Only! 

LWML Meeting & Bible Study 

Saturday, December 12th at 10:00 AM! 

God of All Comfort 
No meeting until further notice! 

JOY Bible Study 
No meeting until further notice! 

Church Council Meeting 
TBA 

JOY Quilting 

No quilting until further notice! 

 

Lamb of God is in need of altar guild volunteers.  
If interested, please speak to Lorraine Dupre.  

Training will be provided. 
  

    Community Christian Concern 

Thank you for your wonderful response to CCC. If 

you are attending church in person on Sunday, you 

may bring your pantry item donations with you! 

Please leave them in the collection boxes  

in the Narthex.  

CCC needs food and monetary donations. You can 

access the organization at the following website: 

www.cccslidell.org/donate. 

We will continue to collect CCC items each week 
and deliver on the last Wednesday of the month! 

CCC Does Not Accept Expired Food!  

Please Check Expiration  

Dates Before Donating. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

  1  2 
Happy  

Birthday,  
Maureen  
Kennedy! 

3 
LOG  

Bible Study 
(10:00 AM) 

Call Committee 
Meeting  
via Zoom 
(6:30 PM) 

4 5 
Lamb of God 

Picnic 
(12:00 PM to  

2:00 PM)  

6  7 8 9 
Outreach  
Meeting 

(11:15 AM to 
1:00 PM) 

10 
LOG  

Bible Study 
(10:00 AM) 

Call Committee 
Meeting  
via Zoom 
(6:30 PM) 

11 
Happy  

Birthday,  
Patricia  
Mahnke! 

12 
LWML Meeting 
and Bible Study 

at LOG 
(10:00 AM) 

13  14 15  16 17 
LOG  

Bible Study 
(10:00 AM) 

Call Committee 
Meeting  
via Zoom 
(6:30 PM) 

18  19 

20  21  22 23 24  25 

 
Office Closed!  

26 

27 28 
 

29 30 
CCC  

Food Delivery 

31 
 
 
 
 

 

LOG  
Bible Study 
(10:00 AM) 

Call Committee 
Meeting  
via Zoom 
(6:30 PM) 

 

1st Day  

of 

Winter 

10:00 AM 

https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=11&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=11&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=14&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=25&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=25&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
https://www.logslidell.com/full_calendar?year=2020&day=5&month=11
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Women’s Witness and Mercy Asia #12 
Mission Central — $100,000 

Asia is a harvest field ripe for the Gospel. Lutheran Women in Mission realize that our grants to missionaries 
in the field bring God’s Word to a dying world. Asia is predominantly secular, with Buddhist, Muslim, Hindu, 
and other false religions. Throughout Taiwan, Thailand, Hong Kong, Macau, and Southeast Asia, 10 women 
conduct various mission activities such as teaching, performing acts of mercy, and witnessing the Gospel. 
Some have husbands and families working alongside them, whereas others work with a team or work alone. 

One-woman missionary teaches 242 students, while another coordinates mercy projects with local partners 
addressing the physical and social needs in both rural and urban communities. One works with deaf ministry, 
and others teach English as a Second Language (ESL). All are building relationships with people they serve, 
which opens opportunities to share the Gospel message in both Word and deed. 

Mission Central supports missionaries by providing flights to and from the mission location, transportation 
within the country, a vehicle, insurance, payments for housing and utilities, computers, supplies, and 
materials. They also pay the cost for education of the missionaries’ children, language training, salary for the 
family, and the expense of orientation and training prior to leaving for the mission field. 

This grant will provide funds to Mission Central to support these women  
missionaries in the work they are doing in Asia. They are ready and  
willing to give a reason for the hope they have, to the hungry souls  
they serve.  

For more information about Mission Central and its work, go to the  
Mission Central website, https://missioncentral.us/. 

If interested in the LWML Mission projects and would like to join our  
group call Emelda at 985-643-4067, we meet on the first Saturday  
of each month at 10:00 AM at Lamb of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

November 29 ......... Worship Services—8:00 AM & 10:30 AM ........ 1st Sunday in Advent HOPE  

December   6 ......... Worship Services—8:00 AM & 10:30 AM ....... 2nd Sunday in Advent LOVE 

December 13  ......... Worship Services—8:00 AM & 10:30 AM ......... 3rd Sunday in Advent JOY 

December 20  ........ Worship Services—8:00 AM & 10:30 AM  .... 4th Sunday in Advent PEACE 

December 24 ......... Worship Service — 6:00 PM ........................................... Candlelight Service! 

December 25 ......... Worship Service —10:00 AM .................................................... Christmas Day! 

December 27 ......... Worship Services —8:00 AM & 10:30 AM  ...... 1st Sunday After Christmas! 

The pure joy of children at  
Concordia Middle School Taiwan. 

JOY Quilters 

The ladies of JOY have their 
beautiful quilts for sale and on 

display in the Fellowship Hall with 
prices listed on them. 

It you are interested in purchasing 
any of them, please speak to any 

of the ladies of JOY.  Your 
payment can be made with check 
(please make check out to JOY) or 

cash to any of them or call the 
church office at 985.847.1877.  

If paying with cash, we ask that 
you please leave your name  

with it. Thank you.  

Merry Christmas! 
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Join us every Sunday at Lamb of God for our 

regular services at 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM in the 

Sanctuary or visit us on our website at 

www.logslidell.com for a recorded service. 

General Giving for October 2020 

  General Giving for 2020 Expenses for 2020 Surplus (deficit) for 2020 

October 2020 — $16,353.00 $8,636.61  $7,716.39 

Jan. — Oct. 2020 — $186,903.62 $115,245.89  $71,657.73 

If anyone would like a copy of the Portals of 
Prayer from Lamb of God Lutheran Church,  

please look in the Narthex in our reading section.  
You can also, get them online from your Google 

Playstore! Thanks.  

1—David Smith 

7—Adrienne Dussel 

11—Patricia Mahnke 

12—Joey Smith 

17—Jean Fischer 

28—Frank Wickboldt 

  

For we are his  

workmanship, created in  

Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared 

beforehand,  

that we should walk in them.  
Ephesians 2:10 

Happy Birthday! 

Lamb of God  
Worship Schedule 

Christmas Poinsettias 
The Altar Guild is asking for sponsors for the 

Christmas Poinsettias for the altar on 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, 

December 24 & 25, 2020. 

 The cost is $10.00 each. The plant is yours 

to take home following Worship Service on 

Christmas Day. Orders are due by Sunday, 

December 13, 2020. 

 If you are interested, please complete an 

order form found on the table in the Narthex 

and return it to the basket located there. 

*Please be sure to put only filled out order 

forms in the basket.  

14—Craig & Pam Flucke 

16—Michael & Susie Poche 

17—David & Debbie Smith 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude.  Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.  

1 Corinthians 13:4,7 

Happy 

Anniversary! 



7 
 

 

(continued from first page) 

There are “Christmas cards”, office parties, giving a gift to everyone you know (even though you do not want to), children’s 
Sunday school (and school) programs, and it goes on and on.  At times it seems unending. 

3. Seek a simple "holiday season".  A "holiday" use to mean a "holy day" where the idea was to take time out of your busy usual 
schedule to be "quiet and know I am God."  Remember that Christmas is a Child.  Ask some of our kids here in our congregation, "What 
is Christmas" and most of them would probably answer, "Jesus' Birthday!"  Watch kids pick out a gift and you will see they do it with joy.  
A few years ago, when our son Andy was very small, he wanted to get his sister, Katie, a present, but had had no money.  He took one 
of his toys that Katie liked and wrapped it up for her.  You see, Christmas is a Child!  Christmas is seen in the eyes and excitement of a 
child because Christmas is a Child. 

Where is our joy in this season?  "The LORD himself will give you a sign:  The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 
and will call him Immanuel - which means, 'God with us.'" 

JESUS:  who for the joy set before him endured the cross!  I wonder if Jesus would have lost the Christmas Spirit.  Imagine how 
people dealt with him.  How did they meet his ministry?  His own people rejected him!  He had no home or possessions, and you would 
think this would rob him of his joy!  Yet his "joy" was being hung on the cross for you and me!  Why? He did it for you and for me!  
Remember - Christmas is a Child. 

 JESUS: “At the name of Jesus every knee will bow”. Remember that we base our faith on the One who came into the world to 
redeem the world.  He is the one who created the world and sustains it.  He is the King of kings and the LORD of lords.  As Paul says, 
"He is the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead:  Jesus Christ our LORD."  He is our Joy!  Remember - Christmas is a Child. 

 JESUS:  He is the JOY of the Church which is his body.  Why is it that in our lives that we let people replace Jesus from the 
center of our lives?  Why do we allow others to destroy our joy?  Want the "Christmas Spirit" back into your life?  Then remember that 
Christmas is a child - a child named Yeshua (The LORD saves). 

Perhaps it is time to really cast aside all other "intrusions" in our life and replace the worries and concerns of the "season" with 
the Person of Jesus Christ.  Only you can do this - no one can do it for you.  Do not allow others to intrude into your life with their 
perceptions of "concerns" or "importance" in this "Holy Day”.  Perhaps it is time to really make our lives simpler, as simple as the Christ 
Child who lies in the feeding trough of animals in a barn, a child who was not given "Calvin Klein" clothes but who was given rags to be 
wrapped in.  Remember the angelic words to the shepherds: "You will find a baby wrapped in the "finest fashions"?  No, but rather, “you 
will find a baby wrapped in rags, lying in a manger." 

How can one who is born of the Holy Spirit not have the "Christmas Spirit"?  It does happen, yet we are saints called by God to 
be different.  One problem the church at large has is that it allows the world to pile up concerns on us.  We cannot allow this to happen.  
In this year of Christmas may the words of Paul ring true for us as well: "To all at Lamb of God Lutheran Church who are loved by God 
and called to be saints:  Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the LORD Jesus Christ." 

 "And he gave him the name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins".  May we ask the Lord to come to us this Christmas 
Season remembering that “The LORD save us” and that he gives us His joy to be our joy, the joy of the Child called Jesus! 

Merry Christmas…Pastor Carl 
 

Call Committee 

The Call Committee reconvened and voted to ask one pastoral candidate to come and visit Lamb of God. A second candidate might 
also be invited. A church site visit is often part of the call process, generally BEFORE a call is issued. It is part of the 
interview/discovery work of the committee. After the visit, the Call Committee reconvenes and decides on the “next step.” 

The visit allows the Call Committee to meet the candidate face to face and the candidate has an opportunity to tour the community 
and meet some of the leadership. A site visit is not a call to become the pastor of the church. It is just one step in the process. 

A Meet and Greet is scheduled to be at Lamb of God on Friday, December 4th and Saturday, December 5th. The Meet and Greet 
is designed to allow people from a cross section of the congregation to come by and say hello to a candidate in short segments. It 
is not an interview with the candidate, but a friendly meeting. Due to Covid, strict safety guidelines will be followed. Wearing masks, 
social distancing and sanitation will be observed. 

Please continue to keep the Call Committee, Lamb of God, and all the ministers considering a new call in your prayers as we enter 
the second leg of our journey to find the next Shepherd for our congregation. 

Cathy Henderson, Call Committee Chairman 
 


