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The universe is exceedingly interesting from the microscopic to the macroscopic…and here we are caught 

in the middle.  We exist, you and I, within an extremely thin blue line called the biosphere.  The biosphere is 

about a 6 mile stretch of earth/atmosphere/and ocean in which all life exists.  On a scale comparing the vast 

expanse of space and the incredible smallness of quantum particles, we exist in a very, very narrow band of 

possibility.   

Our lives hang in the balance.  While all life exists in the six-mile biosphere, human life exists in an even 

more narrow parameter.  Our delicate sensibilities can not long endure extremes at either end of the  

spectrum.   

What is even truly more amazing is that the LORD, God Almighty, maker of heaven earth came to earth and 

became one of us.  The Lord of the universe who fills all space and time became so very small that He 

walked upon this planet and lived among us.  Jesus endured life with us, within the narrow sliver of the  

biosphere until He was ready to give up His life to save us all from sin, death and the devil.   

Christmas is right around the corner.  Take some time to look down and look up and consider your place in 

God’s grand design.  Everything was just right for the birth of Jesus, the King of kings who lived and died 

and lives again so that we also might not die eternally but live with Him forever.   

Pastor Craig 

Your Place in the Universe 

There is something to be said for a good cup of coffee.  The aroma, the nutty  

flavor, the warm feeling very necessary on these cold, chilly mornings. I often take 

my coffee outside and sit on our patio on our cold metal patio furniture. It takes a 

while before the cold metal is warm enough to be comfortable. The hot coffee 

helps.   

We have numerous bird feeders a bird bath and some other items on the menu for 

our feathered friends. As winter makes its presence more and more emphatic the 

variety of bird has diminished and we are left with the hearty indigenous bird  

varieties that sport just simple shades of browns and greys – not so exciting as the 

finches, the blue birds and the cardinals.   

Early mornings are a great time to be outside listening to the sounds of the birds 

and the squirrels and all the other critters that may make their way across our field 

of view.   

Among all the busyness of the macrofauna there are also those of the micro fauna 

that while they are not readily visible are none the less present. The most  

interesting in my humble opinion is the mighty ubiquitous Tardigrada. This  

microscopic beast is most amazing.  It is so amazing that a large number have 

been sent to Mars in the off chance they will not only survive but thrive.  

Tardigrades have been known to enter a suspended stage of life (tun) for as long 

as several years and once hydrated are once more an active creature.  It is an 

amazing example of a kind of death and resurrection.   

I saw my first Tardigrade when I was 12 after gathering some rainwater from the 

curb in front of our house in Houston, Texas. I placed a drop of the precious water 

on a slide and peered through my microscope in search of treasures. I was well  

rewarded. Not everyone gets to see a real living Tardigrade or Water Bear as they 

are often called.   

We can get even smaller and go deeper as far down as the atomic level and  

consider our world even at the sub-atomic levels and deeper still where the quarks, 

leptons and bosons reside in a constant flux. At this point the imagination must take 

over and fill in the blanks to produce even the faintest idea of what we might be 

seeing.   

The reverse is equally at once confounding and amazing. As we move out away 

from the earth, we encounter all manner of amazing structures out in space…out in 

deep space. Clouds of gases light-years in size. Consider the Horse Head Nebulae.  

Truly incredible.  Quasars, Dark matter, and Black Holes.   
 (continued on last page)  

The Mission & Evangelism Committee 

The Mission and Evangelism Committee has a fund to  accept all  payments and donations for our projects 
(except Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry) Instead of writing on the memo line for whatever  projects we have 
(example: shirts; Christmas gifts, etc.) now you simply write the check to Lamb of God Lutheran Church and 
put on the memo line:  Mission and Evangelism Fund.  The ONLY  exception is for donations to Mt. Olive 
Feeding Ministry Fund!! 

One of our “ongoing expenses” is the purchase of Bibles, seasonal devotion material (Advent and Lent) and 
other devotional material.  The M & E committee provides free devotional material all through the year, at 
special events like Oktoberfest and the Faith Fest, and  whenever we have an outside event at our location 
(JOY auction and boutique, for example).  Sharing the Word of God is what we do!! 

The collection box for this organization is in the Narthex.  This organization  
supports the active duty military from St. Tammany Parish that are deployed  
overseas.   

Check the list on the box for needed items. 

Monetary donations are always welcome to help pay for postage for the boxes.  (Make checks to 
Slidell Ladies for Liberty and place checks or cash in a marked envelope in the offering plate and 
NOT in collection box.  Boxes are packed on the third  Wednesday of the month at the building 
next to the Southern District offices. For more information visit www.slidellladiesforliberty.org. 
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Mission and Evangelism News                                                                                        
From Lamb of God’s Mission Statement:  Lamb of God shares 

all God’s love in Jesus with each other, for our Community and 
throughout the World. 

Jesus: Know Him, Follow Him, Share Him! 

We have our meetings at 11:15 

am on the second Wednesday 
of each month. The committee 

is looking at planning events 

for 2019.  We would love to 
have you join us!  

Call Sharon Mahnke  

504-578-7479. 

Community Christian Concern 

Thank you for continuing to bring your pantry 

items to the CCC basket located in the narthex.  

Please check the expiration dates on the 

items!!!  Our church members spend their time going through 

the items before delivery, checking  expiration dates and 

throwing away the food items!!  CCC cannot accept expired 

food items!  The items are delivered on the fourth Wednesday 

of the month.   

                  The Broadcast of the Lutheran Hour  

         WWL 870 AM Sunday at 6:30 AM 

         WWWL 1350 AM Sunday at 8:00 AM 

  

December Sermons 2019 

December 1, 1st Sunday in Advent—Hope 
“The Day is At Hand” Pastor Gary Weier 
 Romans 13:11-12 

December 8, 2nd Sunday in Advent—Peace 
“It’s Advent, it There Anything Left to Learn?” 

Romans 15:4-13 

December 15, 3rd Sunday in Advent—Joy 
“Are You The One?” 
 Matthew 11:2-10 
 

December 22,  4th Sunday in Advent—Love 
“Rejoice in God, Your Savior!” 
 Luke 1:39-56 
 

December 24, Christmas Eve/Candlelight Service 
“God is With Us!” 
 Matthew 1:18-25 
 
December 25,  Christmas Day  
“God is One of Us! (Under Cover Boss) 
 John 1:1-18 
 
December 29, 1st Sunday After Christmas 
Guest Pastor Eric Johnson 
 Luke 2:22-40 

There will be NO Church Council  

meeting  for December. 

Elders Meeting 

Our Elders meeting is To Be Announced! 

Care Committee News 

Please  let Pastor Boehlke, our elders, 

care committee chairman or the church 

office know of anyone who has been in 

the hospital, has been ill or has a family death and 

needs a meal so that the care committee can  

extend  an offer to help. Anyone interested in  

participating in this service to others can contact 

Jackie Kennedy at 985-640-5400. 

 Prayer Chain 

Our prayer chain is always ready  

to receive prayer requests from the  

congregation, fr iends of the  

congregation or the community.  Please call Jackie 

Kennedy 985-640-5400 when needed. 

God of All Comfort 
Friday, December 20th at 10:00 AM. 

JOY  NEWS 
JOY Bible Study & Christmas Party is Tuesday,  
December 17th at Lamb of God at 9:30AM. 

JOY Quilting will resume in January 2020 on 
Monday 27th & Tuesday 28th! 

We will cookin’ and servin’ at Mt. Olive on Monday, December 9, 
2019.  Funds have been provided through a Thrivent Action Grant.  
The 2020 Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry dates will be in the January 
Newsletter.  Our Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry is very low on funds.   
Donations to the Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry Fund may be made 
anytime during the year.  See note below. 

Reminder: The Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry has a designated fund. When 
donating to the Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry always make your check to 
Lamb of God Lutheran Church and write in the memo line: Mt. Olive 
Feeding Ministry. 

Feeding Ministry The Body of Christ! 

Have you noticed when ‘”Sharing the peace” 
during the Worship Service that someone 
has not been in attendance? Have they 
been missing a couple of weeks? Don’t wait 
for “Someone else to contact them, you can 
give them a call!” Tell them they are missed; 
you hope all is okay and is there something 
that they would like you to pray for? Ask 
them if it is okay to share their information 
with the pastor, the prayer chain, and the 
committee. We are all members of this body 
of Christ and it takes all of us to care for one 
another! 

 Get your Portals of Prayer Today! 
Download the App from your App 
Store or your Google Play Store! 

Volunteers 

This year our Christmas church decorating will be a 
gradual process, beginning Saturday, December 7th. 
Volunteers are needed, please contact Lorraine Dupre 
985-641-0768. 

This December we are asking you to help with  the following two organizations 

Community Christian Concern: This month our gifts to Community Christian Concern will take on the theme of 
an Advent Calendar (one item per day for 24 days).  During December 1-15, 2029 we are asking for 24 individual 
items from each of you!  The first week’s collection starts early—during the last week of November so that on  
December 1st the items are brought to church.  Follow the chart for the items to be brought on December 1st,  

December 8th and then, again on December 15th.  All the items will be delivered on December 18, 2019.  Bring one of each of the 
eight items listed.  Thank you for your generosity on this outreach project! December 1, 2019:  cereal, peanut butter, stuffing mix, 
boxed potatoes, macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, canned tomatoes, canned tuna. December 8, 2019:  dessert mix,  
applesauce, canned sweet potatoes, cranberry sauce, canned beans, crackers, rice, oatmeal. December 15, 2019:  dry pasta, 
spaghetti sauce, chicken noodle soup, tomato soup, canned corn, canned mixed vegetables, canned carrots. 
 
One Way Love Ministries: In December we usually collect gifts for deserving families.  This year our gifts will go to the organiza-
tion One Way Love Ministries that we hosted as our September Sunday Mission.  This organization is local to Slidell and serves 
homeless high school students in our area.  Gifts in the form of gift cards to Walmart, gas cards, fast food restaurants (Cane’s, 
Wendy’s, McDonald’s, Dairy Queen) Uber, Forever 21, Dillard's (to shop at the discount store at Northshore Mall) Winn Dixie or 
checks made out to One Way Love or cash are the preferred way to help these students.  Gift cards can be purchased from the 
stores themselves or at CVS or Walmart.  One Way Love has been able to partner with a local driving academy for discounted 
price on driving lessons, a mechanic that has agreed to help with needed repairs, and night’s lodging at Motel 6 on the very cold 
nights.  They are looking for community partners so if you or someone you know is interested in helping in this way, please con-
tact OneWayLove.org.  Gifts will be given to social workers at the schools to distribute to the students.  They do not want large 

gifts that will be noticed by their peers.   

Look for the Christmas tree in the Narthex with the collection box underneath of it!  Gifts will be 
collected December 1-15, 2019 so that they can be distributed before school is out for the  

holidays on December 20, 2019.   

Thank you for your generosity on this outreach project!!! 
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Christmas Poinsettias! 
The Altar Guild is asking for sponsors for the  
Christmas Poinsettias for the altar on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day, December 24 & 25, 2019. 

The cost is $10.00 each. The plant is yours to take 
home following Worship Service Christmas Day.  

Please fill out the form inserted in the Sunday worship 
bulletin and place it in the collection plate to be sent 
to the office. Sponsorships are due by December 
15th. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 

Rev. Gary Weier, 
Guest Pastor 

 
 
 

LOG Annual Adult  
 
 
 
 

at Pinewood 
Country Club 

(5:30 PM) 
 

2  
Happy Birthday, 

Maureen  
Kennedy! 

 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
Bulletin  

submissions  
deadline  

for the week 
 

Combined Circuits 
Slidell, LA 
(9:00 AM) 

 
LWML  

Bible Study, 
The Village  

Church,  
Lacombe, LA 
(10:00 AM to  

12:00 PM) 

6 
Pastor's  
Day Off 

7 

8 
 

Installation of 
Church Officers 

9 
Prepare & Serve  

@  
Mt. Olive  

Food Ministry 
(8:00 AM to  

1:00 PM) 
 

Staff Meeting 
(9:15 AM to  

9:30 AM) 

10 
Confirmation  

Class 
(5:00 PM to  

6:00 PM) 

11  
Happy Birthday,  
Patricia Mahnke! 

 
Wednesday  

morning  
Bible study 

(10:00 AM to  
11:30 AM) 

 
 
 

(11:15 AM to  
1:00 PM) 

12 
Bulletin  

submissions  
deadline  

for the week 
 

LWML  
Bible Study, 
The Village  

Church,  
Lacombe, LA 
(10:00 AM to  

12:00 PM) 

13 
Pastor's  
Day Off 

14 
LWML  

Meeting  
and  

Bible Study  
at LOG 

(10:00 AM) 

15 16 
Staff Meeting 
(9:15 AM to  

9:30 AM) 
 

JOY  
Christmas  

Party Set-up 
(10:00 AM to  

12:00 PM) 

17 
Lamb of God  

News deadline  
for submissions 

 
JOY Bible Study & 
Christmas Party 

(9:30 AM to  
3:00 PM) 

 
Confirmation  

Class 
(5:00 PM to  

6:00 PM) 

18 
Wednesday  

morning  
Bible study 

(10:00 AM to  
11:30 AM) 

19 
Bulletin  

submissions  
deadline for  

the week 
 

LWML  
Bible Study, 
The Village  

Church,  
Lacombe, LA 
(10:00 AM to  

12:00 PM) 

20 
Pastor's  
Day Off 

 
God of All  
Comfort 

(10:00 AM) 

21 
 
 

22 23 
Staff Meeting 
(9:15 AM to  

9:30 AM) 

24 
Christmas Eve 

Candlelight  
Service 

(6:00 PM) 

25 
Christmas Day 

Worship Service 
With Communion 

(10:00 AM) 

26 
Bulletin  

submissions  
deadline  

for the week 
 

LWML  
Bible Study, 
The Village  

Church,  
Lacombe, LA 
(10:00 AM to  

12:00 PM) 

27 
Pastor's  
Day Off 

28 

29 
Rev. Eric  
Johnson, 

Guest Pastor 

30 
 
 
 

31 
 
 

Regular Sunday 
Schedule 

8:00 Worship 

9:15 Children’s 
Sunday School 
Adult Bible Class 

10:30 Worship 

  

 

 

Pastor Boehlke, Michelle, Sharon, Jackie, and Sandy. 

Michelle with nephew Kenny.  

Lamb of God Lutheran Church Presents Dedication of the Peace Library 

On Sunday, November 10th Lamb of God Lutheran Church dedicated the Peace Library. This Mission and  
Evangelism (Outreach) project started earlier in 2019 with an idea from Diane Dicke and an article printed in “The 
Spirit of Southern” by Daisy Olmstead. The idea was to build a kind of lending library as seen in various  
neighborhoods; however, this one is not a “lending” library as much as it is a “giving” library. Everything in the  
library is free for the taking!  

God provided Kenny, nephew of our partner in ministry, Michelle to design, build, paint, and install the library. 
Thank you, Kenny! 

The Library will provide free Bibles and other Christian literature. In addition, we will also offer community  
resource information about  such groups as the CCC, Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry and NAMI. 

How  To Ruin Your Church  
Just Go to Church 

At the end of World War II, Communists gained 
control of several European countries-referred 
to as the Eastern Block. Because the  
Communists were atheists, they devised a  
strategy to suppress and destroy Christianity.  
They told the Christian communities, “We will 
never try to stop you from going to church. Go 
to church every Sunday. Listen to those  
sermons. But remember this: There are to be no 
Bible study groups and no prayer groups. Just 
go to church and listen to those sermons.” The  
strategy succeeded in all but destroying the 
church. 
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General Giving and Attendance for October 2019 
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Oct. 2019 Jan. -Oct. 2019

General Giving $14,493.35 $207,382.54

Expenses $18,649.43 $200,623.62

Surplus (Deficit) $(4,156.08) $6,758.92
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December Birthdays 

For we are his  

workmanship, created in  

Christ Jesus for good 

works, which  God prepared 

beforehand,  

that we should walk in them.  

Ephesians 2:10 

December Anniversaries 

Love is patient and kind;  love does not envy or boast;  

it is not arrogant or rude.  

Love bears all things, believes all things,  

hopes all things, endures all things.  
1 Corinthians 13:4,7 

1—David Smith 

7—Adrienne Dussel 

11—Patricia Mahnke 

12—Joey Smith 

17—Jean Fischer 

28—Frank Wickboldt 

14— Craig & Pam Flucke 

16—Michael & Susie Poche 

17—David & Debbie Smith 

 Happy Anniversary! 

 December 2019 

 Serving Schedule 

Sunday, December 1 (Jeremiah 23:5-8; Romans 13:8-14) Sunday, December 22 (Deut. 18:15-19; Philippians 4:4-7) 

Serving as… 8:00AM 10:30AM  Serving as… 8:00 AM 10:30 AM 
Assisting John R. Dan L.  Assisting John R. Dan L. 

Usher Jeff D./Shelby N. Jackie K./Michelle B. Usher Jeff D./Shelby N. Jackie K./Michelle B. 

Reader Sophie B. Sharon M. Reader Cheryl D. Dale M. 

Acolyte Elder Kayla D. Acolyte Elder Marissa D. 

Altar Guild Lorraine D. Lorraine D. Altar Guild Lorraine D. Lorraine D. 

Organist Louis M. Louis M. Organist Louis M. Louis M. 

Welcome Gene B. All Welcome Gene B. All 

Sunday, December 8 (Mal. 4: 1-6; Romans 15:4-13) Monday, December 24 (Isaiah 7:10-14; 1 John 4:7-16) 

Serving as… 8:00AM 10:30AM Serving as… 6:00 PM (Candlelight Service) 

Assisting Phil C. Ron D. Assisting Dale M.  

Usher Jeff D./Shelby N. Jackie K./Michelle B. Usher Jeff D./Shelby N.  

Reader Lorraine D. Sandy E. Reader Sharon M. 

Acolyte Elder Marissa D. Acolyte Caleb M.  

Altar Guild Lorraine D. Lorraine D. Altar Guild Lorraine D.  

Organist Louis M. Louis M. Organist Louis M.   

Welcome Gene B. All Welcome All  

Sunday, December 15 (Isaiah 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5) Tuesday, December 25 (Ex. 40:17-21, 34-38; Titus 3:4-7) 

Serving as… 8:00AM 10:30AM Serving as… 10:00 AM (Christmas Day!) 

Assisting Leo J. Justin G. Assisting Phil C. 

Usher Jeff D./Shelby N. Jackie K./Michelle B. Usher  Jeff D./Shelby N. 

Reader Leo J. Marian B. Reader  Susie P. 

Acolyte Elder Kayla D. Acolyte  Communion Assistant 

Altar Guild Lorraine D. Lorraine D. Altar Guild Lorraine D. 

Organist Louis M. Louis M. Organist Louis M. 

Welcome Gene B. All Welcome Gene B. 

    

 Sunday, December 29(Isaiah 11:1-5; Galatians 4:1-7) 

 Serving as… 8:00AM 10:30AM 

 Assisting Leo J. Ron D. 

 Usher Jeff D./Shelby N. Jackie K./Michelle B. 

 Reader Sophie B. Denise N. 

 Acolyte Elder Kayla D. 

 Altar Guild Lorraine D. Lorraine D. 

 Organist Louis M. Louis M. 

 Welcome Gene B. All  


