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The Importance of Labor 

 

 "The LORD God took the man," says Genesis 2:15, "and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it and keep 

it." Similarly, in Exodus 20, "Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to 

the LORD your God." On the other hand, the Proverbs warn, "A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 

hands to rest—and poverty will come on you like a thief and scarcity like an armed man." (Proverbs 6:10-11) 

Clearly, the Bible stresses the importance of working. God has provided all we need to eat and drink, all we 

need to enjoy life, but we need to work at it. At the heart of building personal character and being a good 

neighbor is that we work hard and diligently at whatever we do. "Whatever you do, work at it with all your 

heart." (Colossians 3:23) The Bible recognizes full well that we won't all have the same job, for we are not all 

created the same nor do we possess identical skills, talents, or abilities.  

 

 It is important that we work, but it's also important that we respect the integrity and character of each 

other's work. "Let no one think more highly of themselves than others .  .  .We, who are many, are one body, 

and individually we are members one of another. (Romans 12) The early church serves as an archetype for 

modern democracy. 

 

 Alexis de Tocqueville discovered that democracy in America worked in the early 1800's greatly because 

virtually all Americans worked at something. It gave real meaning to the words, "all men are created equal." 

Because almost all of our citizens were working people. Almost all of our citizens felt worthy, willing, and able 

to participate in our newly formed democracy. In contrast, Europe and England of those days still functioned as 

tiered feudal societies, where a privileged (one-percent) leisure-class controlled or heavily influenced the lives 

of the other ninety-nine percent of the people. In the early 1800's, in America, there would never be an occasion 

where half of the citizens would fail to vote. But, in England and Europe, ordinary working-class people had 

little if any hope of influencing their own lives. It was a situation ripe for revolution. And revolt they did. 

 

 Working-People, Labor have always been an essential element of democracy; that's why Labor Day is 

an American national holiday. Equality of not only opportunity, but of dignity in the workplace has always been 

a key. On the other hand, the existence of privileged leisure classes, extreme wealth, the devaluation of some 

occupations in contrast to others, the denigration of select workers, and the use of slave labor (or migrant labor 

or chain-gang prison labor) have always mitigated against democracy. The fact that huge percentages of 

American citizens today do not exercise their rights to vote, is a sign that they feel more like feudal serfs than 

vital members of society. Democracy begins with work. America works when all America works at jobs with 

meaning and integrity. Fair labor practice is the key to true freedom. 
 

Pastor Jim 

 

Scriptures & Sermon Titles 

 
 

September 6  Ezekiel 33:7-11 Matthew 18:15-20 "Responsibility"    
 
 

September 13  Psalm 114 Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21 "Tremble, O Earth, at the Presence"  
 
 

September 20 Jeff Jansen, Preaching  
 
 

September 27 Psalm 25:1-10  Philippians 2:1-13  "The Same Mind as Christ" 



 
Sunday               Monday            Tuesday           Wednesday        Thursday             Friday             Saturday     

 

 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
 

September 6 September 13 September 20 September 27 

Liturgists Martha Nelson Martha Nelson Marilyn Kral  

Boxes Comfort Closets Comfort Closets Comfort Closets Comfort Closets 

            

Comfort Closets 12% of students within our district are considered to be at an economic 
disadvantage! This equates to roughly 3 students per classroom! Therefore, “Comfort Closets” has 
been created and established in four areas throughout the high school as a resource to offer students 
some added support! 

 

In addition to your financial support, we could use many non-perishable food items, high protein 
“snacks” and “grab ’n go” food sources to help them through their day. Never a charge to the student! 

 

Suggestions include single serve Mac & Cheese, Goldfish crackers, granola bars without nuts, 
applesauce, oatmeal packs and fruit cups. 

 

Please send all monetary and food donations to the church marked “Comfort Closets.” Thank you for 
your support. 
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Sussex United Methodist Church is Open for In-Church Worship 
Sundays at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary 

Face masks are required 
 
 

Services are also being livestreamed on Facebook 
 
 

Fellowship Hall is open for fellowship time after worship  
No food or beverages will be served 

Face masks are required and social distancing is encouraged 

 
 

Volunteers are being sought to sanitize the worship space weekly between services 

 
 

Community Banquet 
After thinking about things around us and wanting to keep 
everyone safe, Community Banquet has been cancelled for the 
remainder of 2020. It was a very hard decision as we know it 
means a lot to so many people. For everyone involved with Community Banquet, we can't thank you 
enough for your dedication and commitment. Looking forward to 2021 and, if possible, the 
Community Banquet will be back! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

      Sussex Outreach Services 
              N64W23760 Main Street  
262.246.9860   www.sussexareasos.org 

 

Most needed items include canned tuna, jelly, jam, Hamburger Helper, Manwich, pasta sides, pasta 
(no spaghetti), canned soup (Chunky, Progresso), pancake mix, syrup, oatmeal packets, body wash, 
shampoo, conditioner, and toilet paper. Thank you for your support! 
 
 

Donations may be dropped off at the Food Pantry Monday - Friday from 10:00 am to noon (ring the 
bell by the back door) or in the collection barrels at the Sussex Piggly Wiggly and Pick ‘n Save.  

 
 

Operation Backpack Thank You! 
We thank the congregation for your generosity to this year’s Operation Backpack. 
We raised $218 to buy supplies plus there were supplies donated. All together we 
donated 715 items and $50 in cash for the food pantry to buy supplies they are in 
need of after combining all of the donations, or to provide families with funds for 
other things associated with back to school. Meijer was very generous as well and 
allowed me to use a 15% off teacher coupon and it was all tax exempt because the 
church bought it so Jeff and I had a great night shopping. Thanks again everyone.  
Debbie Jansen 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AmazonSmile 

Sussex United Methodist Church has been issued a $32.19 donation from the AmazonSmile 
Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile program activity between April 1 and June 30, 2020. 
 
 

Amazon’s sister website Smile.Amazon.com offers the same goods, prices and shipping as Amazon 
with a big bonus. If you sign on to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Sussex United Methodist Church 
as your designated charity a percentage of your Amazon purchases will be directly donated to our 
church. Just be sure you choose the church in Sussex, WI as there is another Sussex UMC in 
another state! 
 

      



   Midwest Mission Distribution Center 
www.midwestmission.org 

 
 

   2020 Summary of Operations Year to Date 
        Missionaries  2,519 Shipments - International  8  
        Missionary Hours  10,030 Shipments - Domestic  125 
        Supply Donations Received  $2,029,645 Supply Donations Received  219,912 lbs   
        Donations Distributed  $1,756,885             Donations Distributed  236,347 lbs 

 

While tight restrictions were in place in Illinois, we relied on local missionaries and a few small teams 
- wearing our masks and practicing social distancing - the work at Midwest Mission continued. We are 
finally able to welcome missionary teams who want to serve onsite as openings are available.  

 

If you prefer projects that can be done from home, please visit our website under Kits-Projects-
Patterns for #homemissions. Consider involving your neighbors, as many people are feeling isolated 
right now, and focusing on helping others works miracles for the soul.  
 

Please consider making a big impact by donating to Midwest Mission. For every $1 donated, $6.33 
of supplies leaves our building.  
 
 

COVID-19 Response Thanks to you, Midwest Mission has sent $1,374,686 worth of COVID-19 relief 
supplies to 58 organizations in need around the world and around the corner. We want to thank all 
those who stepped up and made thousands of cloth face masks for the front-line and essential 
workers in desperate need. Midwest Mission would also like to thank those who graciously donated 
the monetary funds needed to purchase requested supplies. We will continue to respond immediately 
to all requests for assistance with natural disasters and the COVID-19 crisis around the world and 
around the corner.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Opportunities for SUMC Nurture, Outreach and Witness (NOW) 
 

Crafts for a Cause is a fun and friendly group who meet at the church every other Tuesday evening 
(temporarily suspended) to make prayer shawls, lapghans, and prayer squares. Please join us! If you 
cannot join us, please consider taking one of the easy patterns in the folder on the shelf outside the 
office and making something at home. You can also help by donating yarn.  

 

Prayer Shawls are available for you to take at any time. The display is set 
up outside the church office.  

 

Prayer Squares are small knit or crocheted squares (about 18”- 20” square) 
to offer to those parents whose babies do not survive the birthing process.  

 

Lap Robes are for persons confined to wheelchairs that are often chilly and appreciate a hand 
crafted blanket to keep their legs and laps warm. Blankets may be knit or crocheted. Size should 
be from 25” x 36” to 30” x 40”.  

 

Hats, Scarves and Mittens Help decorate our SOS Mitten Tree with warm handmade winter gifts. 
This is a great way to use leftover yarn from other projects you may be working on. 

 
 

Kingdom Workers If you need help with a project around the house that you are unable 
to tackle yourself (cleaning gutters, washing windows, small painting projects), contact 
Pat Keller, Roberta, or Pastor Jim. Your needs will be assessed and a crew will be 
established to assist you whenever possible. If you are willing to assist when there is a 
need, let us know to add your name to the list. 

 
 

Naomi’s Cupboard This ministry of caring for those recovering from illness or surgery 
is still active. If you need help as you recover, please contact Verda, the church office 
or Pastor Jim and meals and other help needed will be arranged. If you are willing to 
provide meals, please let us know to add your name to the list. 

                                    



                    ERAs Senior Network 
                   262.549.3348       www.Eras.org 
 

A faith-based, community-centered nonprofit organization serving Waukesha County, Wisconsin 
 
 

When volunteering with ERAs, you can decide how much or how little you would like to 
volunteer. When called for a specific task, you can say no if it does not fit into your schedule. 

 

Volunteer from Home 
Wellness Check-In Phone Calls We have several openings for volunteers interested in placing calls 
to a current client of Eras to ensure they have what they need at home like food, medication, and other 
essentials. Not only does this call help someone meet their basic needs, but it’s a way to help reduce 
loneliness for those who are isolated. If you are interested in making calls, please contact Marisa at 
262.522.2402 or MarisaS@ErasWaukesha.org. Below is a note from one of our recipients of the calls. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Masks If you are making masks and looking for places to donate, we would be happy 
to help distribute those to our clients and volunteers. Contact Becca Snow at 
262.522.2409 or Becca.Snow@ErasWaukesha.org. 

 

Card Decorating Eras Senior Network has 10,000 birthday and holiday cards that will be 
mailed out to clients throughout the year. We are looking for volunteers to take cards home, 
decorate them, and return them to either our Greendale or Waukesha office. Contact Becca 
Snow at Becca.Snow@eraswaukesha.org or 262.522.2409. 

 
Other Volunteer Opportunities 

Fall Yard Clean Up Help clients prepare for the changing seasons. This opportunity is perfect for 
individuals and small groups. Help with weeding, raking leaves, washing windows, cleaning first floor 
gutters, and/or putting away lawn furniture. Dates and time are flexible around your availability during 
the end of October into the beginning of November – once most of the leaves have fallen.  

 

Holiday Giving Program Each year, Eras Senior Network partners with area congregations, 
corporations and individuals to collect items for self-sufficiency care packages which are given to up 
to 550 isolated and low income seniors and adults with disabilities in Waukesha and Milwaukee 
counties. Items they are collecting include books of forever stamps; thin crossword and word search 
books; pens; handmade flat ornaments, bookmarks and door hangers; and the following give cards: 
$10 Walgreens, $10 Pick ‘n Save, $10 Walmart and $5 McDonalds.  
Donations are due by Sunday, December 6. 
Volunteers are also needed to hand deliver these holiday packages on December 19. Contact Becca 
Wanta at 262.522.2409 or Becca.Wanta@ErasWaukesha.org.  
 

Minor Home Repair If you’re handy around the house, sometimes our clients are in need of 
minor repairs. Help with things like changing a light bulb or smoke alarm battery, hanging a 
curtain rod, or caulking around a bathtub. There is no electrical work, work on a roof, or 
other potentially dangerous projects. Help those who can no longer do it themselves. 



ERAs Senior Network 

                   262.549.3348       www.Eras.org 
 

 

Form Help Help clients with administrative tasks such as forms, letters, or bills. Volunteers 
go to seniors or adults with disabilities’ homes where they assist in reading or helping fill 
out the documents. Time commitment varies depending on need. 
 

Driving As facilities are opening back up we are seeing an increase in transportation requests for 
healthcare appointments and grocery stores from our clients. If any volunteers who took some time off 
are interested in driving again, please let us know. Additionally, if you are new to driving we have 
some volunteer materials available at the Waukesha Office (2607 N Grandview Blvd, Suite 150 
Waukesha, WI.) Please let us know if you are interested in any of the following: 
 

• Handicap Parking Permit can be used when transporting clients who need closer building access 
• Volunteer Driver Car Sign to place on your dashboard to help clients identify your car  
• Photo ID Badge that will help identify you as an Eras volunteer. 
If you are interested in driving or receiving volunteer materials, contact Marisa at 262.522.2402 or 
MarisaS@ErasWaukesha.org.  

 

Special Events 
                 

Our 2020 5k Santa Run & Walk is Going Virtual This Year! 
The 2020 Virtual Santa Run & Walk benefitting Eras Senior Network begins Sunday, 
December 6, 2020, and participants have until December 13 to finish their virtual event. 
Participants will have the opportunity to run or walk the virtual 5k from anywhere in the 
world – and we’d love to see photos of where you’re participating from!   
Register online at https://runsignup.com/Race/WI/Waukesha/Waukesha5KSantaRunWalk. 
 
 

New This Year: 
Race App Participants will have access to the virtual event through the app RaceJoy. Using the app, 
you’ll have the opportunity to run your own route, time yourself, track yourself with GPS, provide your 
spectators an opportunity to track your progress, and hear audio cheer messages of encouragement! 
 

Shirts Registered participants will have an opportunity to choose from an adult-sized or child- sized 
long-sleeved t-shirt OR an adult-sized crewneck sweatshirt! 
 

Share your photos Wear your best holiday costumes and make sure to post on Facebook and 
Instagram with the hashtag #ErasVirtualSantaRun. We will be posting your photos frequently to our 
social medias! 
 

Tapestry Dinner 
Eras Senior Network is pivoting our largest annual fundraiser from an in-person event to a Virtual 
Fundraiser. Presented by Prohealth Care, it will take place during a live video stream on Thursday, 
September 24, 2020. The online Virtual Fundraiser will be accessible through a smart phone, tablet, 
or computer. Get details and schedule at https://eras.org/our-events/special-events/tapestry-dinner/. 
 

Our brief and intergenerational event will provide our guests an opportunity to: 
•  Honor Pat Knuth, 2020 Edmond J. Vaklyes Memorial Award Recipient 
•  Participate in our Silent Auction 12:00 pm Monday, Sept. 21 to 6:00 pm Thursday, Sept. 24, 2020 
•  Learn more about how Eras continues to support older adults in Waukesha and Milwaukee counties 
•  Partake in entertaining intergenerational breakout sessions following our program 

 

Entertaining Breakout Sessions: Join us for two 15-minute entertaining breakout sessions hosted 
after our main program. Guests will be able to register for the breakout sessions of their choice prior 
to the event. We aim for this event to be an intergenerational event and are excited to host several 
session options that cater to a variety of ages. 
 

Register online at https://e.givesmart.com/events/gLT/. There is no ticket charge for this event. 
Donation opportunities are available during and after the event. 



                                Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC) 
                              www.noahs-ark-sussex.org       262.246.9650  

  
 

       Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center is Nationally Accredited through the 
       National Accreditation Commission Association for Early Learning Leaders. 

 

The goal of Noah's Ark Christian Learning Center is to produce happy, intelligent, well-adjusted 
children. Here you will find a nurturing, educational environment for children of ages 6 weeks to 12 
years. Classes include infant, toddler, preschool, 4-K, as well as before and after-school programs. 
We recognize that each child has unique talents, learning styles and personalities. Our highly-
qualified teachers and staff are committed to working within each child's comfort zone to ensure 
optimal social, emotional and educational results. Classes are kept to a low student-teacher ratio. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Are you an Online Banker? 
 

Do you pay any of your bills online through your bank? Did you know that you could set up Sussex 
United Methodist Church as a payee and a check could come weekly, bi-weekly or monthly - at no 
additional cost to you? 

 

What benefits are there to doing this? One of the most important would be convenience. Perhaps you 
are staying safer at home, or you have other commitments on Sunday morning but still wish to 
support the well-being of your church. 
 

Or sometimes it is a scramble to get out of the house and you remember you forgot to 
write your offering check. 

 
 

Whatever the reason, consider looking into this option. The church needs your 
financial support. And if you can't make it on Sunday, you are still doing what you can 
financially. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Giving Funds to the Church Without Giving Cash 

 

Sussex UMC has been issued a $32.19 donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result 
of AmazonSmile program activity between April 1 and June 30, 2020. 
 
Amazon’s sister website Smile.Amazon.com offers the same goods, prices and shipping as Amazon 
with a big bonus. If you sign on to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Sussex United Methodist Church 
as your designated charity a percentage of your Amazon purchases will be directly donated to our 
church. Just be sure you choose the church in Sussex, WI as there is another Sussex UMC in 
another state! 
 
 
 
 
Scrip gift card purchasing is a great way to benefit the church. There is a six page list of participating 
retailers that will sell you gift cards then donate a portion back to our church. You can get a copy of 
the Scrip vendors from the table outside the offices and choose your gift cards. Then give me a list 
along with a check made out to SUMC for the total and I can order the cards for you. Or, sign on to 
Shopwithscrip.com and set up an account for yourself. Make your account Presto Pay and order 
your cards online. Our church enrollment number is FC24B7A136863. You will need this number 
to designate your orders go to SUMC. Scrip will then take the correct amount of your purchase out of 
your account and deposit the profit right in our SUMC checking account. I will process your order and 
deliver your cards to you either way. Before I can process orders I do need a large enough quantity to 
cover shipping so the more people that order the more often I can order and the more profit we can 
make. We are going to designate the Scrip profits to specific needs within our church. 
 

Questions? Please contact Debbie Jansen at 262.617.5748 or dandjjansen@gmail.com. 



 
 

 

Sussex United Methodist Church  

Rev. Jim Altman, Pastor  

N63 W23523 Main Street, Sussex WI 53089 

Website:         www.sussexumc.org 

Office Phone: 262.246.3748 

Office Email:  sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Mon. Tue. Thur. 

                      9:00 am - 12:00 pm Wed. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 
 

Find Sussex United Methodist Church on 
Facebook to hear a hymn, read a summary of 
the sermon, and see what Scripture was read 
on Sunday. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you would like to have an 
article posted in our monthly 
newsletter, please submit it 
to the church office by the 
21st of the month. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PRAYER FAMILIES 
 

The purpose of the prayer families is to share 
our concern and support at times other than 
during a crisis. Ways to do that are to include 
the person or family in your prayers during the 
week. You may wish to let them know that they 
are in your thoughts by sending a note, talking 
to them at church or a telephone call. The 
names are chosen at random, but sometimes 
seem by design, in that it has come at a 
particularly appropriate time for them.  
 

September 6 Cricket Robinson  
 Mike Jacobs 
September 13 Tom & Terry Brecklin 
 Steve & Jan Vowels 
September 20 Mark & Jen Johnson 
 Tim & Marilyn Kral 
September 27 Ken Lauterbach 
 Chris & Annita Moore 
 

September Birthdays 

     

  1 Nicola Nielsen 
    1 Tony Povletich 
    8 Tracy Dow 
    8 Maria Frank 
    9   Terry Brecklin 
   9 Dean Molstad 
  18   Jen Mochman 
  18 Jake Povletich 
  20 Gabe Kolesari 
  20 Barbara Molstad 
  21 Karen Thomsen 
  22 Paul Maher 
  23 Jan Vowels 
  24 Mary Zeller 
  26 Susan Blau 
  27 Adam Nielsen 
  
   
   
   
 
 
 
 

 

September Anniversaries 
         

     1  Don & Shirley Edmonds 
 21  Adam & Nicola Nielsen 
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Sunday Morning Schedule  

9:00 am Traditional Worship   
 

9:00 am Sunday School  (Sept - May) 
 

Rev. James Altman, Pastor  
 

sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com 
 

www.sussexumc.org 
 

262.246.3748 


