
"The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom (or what) shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom (or what) shall I be afraid?" (Psalm 27:1) 

 

Sussex United Methodist Church intends to remain a rock of salvation through this entire COVID 
crisis. Even though we are not worshipping together on Sundays, the church remains open for prayer. 

Pastor Jim will be there on Sunday morning for coffee, conversation, moral or spiritual support. 
Service by PowerPoint will be emailed out 

 

Office hours and pastoral services will be maintained. 
Don't hesitate to call Pastor Jim (715.864.6165) or email him (jim_altman@yahoo.com). 

 
 

 

Dominant Statistical Models 

 

 Shortly after my Dad turned eighty-five years old, he received a check for $25,000 dollars from one of 
his life insurance policies. Needless to say, he was happy. We all ate out that night at his favorite restaurant. The 
accompanying letter said that Dad had reached the maximum benefit allowed by his policy, but what they really 
meant was that they couldn't afford to cover him any longer. He had fallen off their actuarial tables about four 
years earlier and now they were losing money on him. According to their tables, Dad should only have lived 
until he was eighty-one. Statistical models can be funny things. 

 

 About five years before that, in October of 1999, many Keys residents were anxiously watching the 
Weather Channel (it was usually on in every restaurant and tavern all the time) for word about Hurricane Irene. 
The Weather Channel's senior hurricane expert (a fellow we Keys-people referred to as "Tweety-Bird's 
grandfather") was pointing on a map to a spot in the Gulf of Mexico, just west of Naples, where the statistical 
models indicated the storm would be at that time. The problem with that forecast was that the actual storm was 
actually about a hundred miles southeast of there, right over our heads at Smuggler's Cove, hundred-plus knot 
winds and all. The Weather Channel would continue to report on the wrong location, state and local emergency 
responders would continue to prepare for landfall near Naples for several hours. Meanwhile, we had no 
warnings, no one put up a single shutter, local business went on as usual. Sometimes statistical models are 
wrong. We say about weather forecasters: "It's the only job where you can be wrong half the time and not get 
fired." But really, anyone who relies on statistical computer models is subject to "statistical anomaly," a nice 
way of saying you're plain wrong. 

 

 We can be glad that Jesus doesn't see us as a probability or judge us on where we appear in a statistical 
model or write us off when we fall off his actuarial tables. The encounters of Jesus in the gospels are very 
particular, individual, and personal. His parables and teachings are very specific, concrete examples, not 
Olympian generalities. Linus Van Pelt (of Peanuts fame) once declared loudly, "I LOVE MANKIND! IT'S 
PEOPLE I CAN'T STAND!" Jesus is just the opposite. Mankind or humankind are not so interesting to Jesus  
as knowing what you or I say. (Matthew 16:15) To paraphrase Psalm 130, "If you O Lord kept statistics and 
judged by a statistical model, Lord who could stand?" In this day and time when so many people are obsessed 
with "flattening the curve" and the statistical "trends," it helps to remember that our Lord is not a statistician. 
"Love keeps no records." (I Corinthians 13:6) God loves you and me as we are, not the abstract demographic 
projections of who we ought to be. 
 

Pastor Jim 
 
 

Scriptures & Sermon Titles 

May 3  I Peter 2:19-25 Acts 2:42-47 "Righteous Living"  
   Communion  

May 10  Psalm 31:1-8 John 14:1-14  "Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled"  
 

May 17  Psalm 66:8-20 I Peter 3:13-22 "Try a Little Gentleness"   
 

May 24  Pat Keller and Jeff Jansen preaching 
 

May 31  Romans 13:1-7 John 15:9-17 "The Good Citizen" 
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           SUMC SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA  
The purpose of this scholarship is to establish a fund to stimulate and perpetuate the 
Christian goals as set forth by the Sussex United Methodist Church for the 
development of strong morals, sound decisions and a sense of direction to serve 
Christ’s kingdom. 
 
1. Available to all members of SUMC that are entering at least his/her third semester of post high 

school education in an undergraduate program. 
2.  The applicant will submit a 250 word essay that includes the following:  
 A.  Why he/she is seeking this scholarship. Financial need not be addressed. 
 B.  What are his/her goals in academia and how do these relate to the Christian morals 
     with which he/she was raised. 
 C.  How the candidate expects to integrate his/her career goals with their faith journey. 
 D.  Where are you with your faith journey? 
 E.  What “Christian” activities the applicant has been active in for the past 12 months. 
   1.  Volunteerism/attendance at SUMC or post high school programs.  
   2.  Participation in activities outside of his/her normal curriculum. 
3. The scholarship will be tied to evidence of hours of community service, attendance, service, and 

talents rendered within the past 12 months. These hours will NOT be linked to any curriculum 
course studies. Signed documentation must be supplied at the time of application and it will 
include phone numbers/addresses of appropriate persons that can verify the service(s). 

4. Each applicant will submit to a personal interview with this committee regarding his/her fitness for 
the scholarship. 

5. Each accepted applicant will also commit to a formal presentation of the scholarship award at a 
Sunday worship service amenable to both parties. 

6. The scholarship recipient will also agree to give an update of his/her progress and faith journey 
one year after receiving the scholarship. 

7. Scholarship fund dollars will be made directly to the institution of higher education. 
8. Scholarship dollars will be granted at the end of SUMC’s fiscal year. (Disposition of funds will be 

made for the spring semester.)  
9.  All applications and documentation for the scholarship are due by the post marked date of June 

15th of the current year. 
10. Interviews will be conducted during early August of the current year. 
11. Notification of the scholarship recipient(s) will be made by October 1st of the current year. 
12. This committee makes no decisions based upon age, race, gender, political or sexual orientation. 
13.  This committee reserves the right to hold funds from one year to the next if a suitable candidate 

is not found.  
14. There will be no guarantee of the amount of funds allocated each year from this fund. 
15. Any party can contribute funds to the scholarship, but the Scholarship Committee will have the 

final decision regarding disposition to candidates. 
16. A formal criteria checklist has been developed to ensure that our choices are fair and amenable. 
17. Documentation criteria can be snail mailed to SUMC, Attention: N. Hubbard, or emailed to 

nh4@wi.rr.com. Questions can be directed to N. Hubbard @ 262.246.3159.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Shopping Online While Safer at Home? 
 

Amazon’s sister website Smile.Amazon.com offers the same goods, prices and shipping as Amazon 
with a big bonus. If you sign on to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Sussex United Methodist Church 
as your designated charity a percentage of your Amazon purchases will be directly donated to our 
church. Just be sure you choose the church in Sussex, WI as there is another Sussex UMC in 
another state!  

 

    



Prayer Families for week of May 3 
 Jon & Laura Hinrichsen Joyce England 
 W233 N6848 Candlewick Drive 278 N Wildwood Trail 
 Sussex WI  53089 Rockville IN  47872 

 
 

The purpose of prayer families is to share our concern and support for members of our congregation at 
times other than during a crisis. Please keep these families in your thoughts and prayers this week. 

 
 
 

Prayer Requests 

~ Eric and Robin for neighbor Colleen whose husband Bill passed away 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

"Many thanks from Pastor Jim to the anonymous donor of the four 
spiky dryer balls. They worked very well on my last laundry day." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Boxes: Veterans’ Services In recognition of Memorial Day, we are campaigning for our 
Veterans for the month of May! Monetary donations will go to the Honor Flight program 
and gift card donations will be sent to our veterans at Zablocki VA Medical Center. Please 
be generous in giving back to those that gave for us! 
 

Requested gift cards include Piggly Wiggly, Pick ‘n Save, Walgreens, Walmart, McDonalds, and the 
like, with grocery stores being the priority. You can purchase gift cards through the Scrip program or 
from your favorite vendor. Any and all contributions are openly welcomed! Simply mark your donation 
“Veterans” and drop off or mail to church at SUMC, N63 W23523 Main Street, Sussex WI 53089. As 
long as we know who you are, we can make sure you get a tax deduction for your contribution. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

 

Community Banquet at St. James Church has been cancelled until further 
notice. We will keep you up to date when it will start again. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    
 Upper Room May/June Issue Available for Free Download 

During this time of anxiety and isolation The Upper Room wants to make it as 
easy as possible for people to find resources to support spiritual health. They 
are offering the May/June 2020 issue of The Upper Room magazine as a free downloadable PDF. In 
addition, four short prayer resources that address specific needs are also available. Go to 
https://www.upperroom.org/special-editions. Copies of May/June issue are also available at church. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund 
Since the start of the novel coronavirus outbreak, UMCOR has been working with health 
boards, medical professionals, disaster management coordinators and faith leaders to 
prevent the further spread of this disease. Now it is clear that the impact of COVID-19 will be 
far-reaching and demands an even greater response.  
 

Through the UMCOR COVID-19 Response fund, grants will be rapidly released to equip partners to 
assist vulnerable populations around the world impacted by COVID-19, including racial/ethnic and 
indigenous communities in the United States. Grants from this fund will be disbursed quickly and 
efficiently to address health concerns, food insecurity, water and hygiene limitations and other 
pressing needs. Even as you shelter in place, you can be there for others. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sussex Outreach Services  
262.246.9860   www.sussexareasos.org 

 

The Food Pantry remains open but operates as a drive thru, pre-boxed food pantry. 
 
 

Most needed items include canned vegetables (carrots, peas and mixed vegetables), canned 
mixed fruit, Manwich, Ramen noodles, stuffing mix, Jell-O, pudding, baking items (flour, 
sugar, oil), and toothpaste. Thank you for your support! 



ERAs Senior Network 

                   262.549.3348       www.Eras.org 
 

 

A faith-based, community-centered nonprofit organization serving Waukesha County, Wisconsin 
 
 

 

COVID-19 PROGRAM SUPPORT 
Rides for Seniors Help fund a cab ride for a senior or adult with a disability who needs to get to an 
essential medical appointment during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

Groceries for Seniors Help fund gift cards used to purchase groceries. Using gift cards instead of a 
client’s form of payment will eliminate the need for volunteers to make contact with our senior clients. 
 

Overall Agency Support Help Eras Senior Network continue to recruit, screen, train, and manage 
over 1,800 volunteers as we help seniors and adults with disabilities living in Milwaukee and 
Waukesha counties through the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Spring Yard Clean Up we are in great need of volunteers to help with Spring Yard Clean Up. 
Typically, college students help with this opportunity, but many will not be able to help this year. 
Seniors and adults with disabilities in Milwaukee and Waukesha counties are in need of small groups 
of volunteers to clean their yards, which may include leaf raking, washing outdoor windows, and 
clearing flowers beds. 
 
 

Spring Yard Clean Up will begin in May. If social distancing must still be observed in 
Wisconsin during this time, we will ensure groups are small enough to do so at each 
property. Volunteers may be under the age of 18 with one group leader 18 or older. 
 
 

Current Eras volunteers should contact VolunteerManager@ErasWaukesha.org.  
New volunteers can fill out our abbreviated online application to get started. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                

Opportunities for SUMC Nurture, Outreach and Witness (NOW) 
 

Crafts for a Cause is a fun and friendly group who meet at the church every other Tuesday evening 
to make prayer shawls, lapghans, and prayer squares. Please join us! If you cannot join us, please 
consider taking one of the easy patterns in the folder on the shelf outside the office and making 
something at home. You can also help by donating yarn.  

 

Prayer Shawls are available for you to take at any time. The display is set up 
outside the church office.  

 

Prayer Squares are small knit or crocheted squares (about 18”- 20” square) 
to offer to those parents whose babies do not survive the birthing process.  

 

Lap Robes are for persons confined to wheelchairs that are often chilly and appreciate a hand 
crafted blanket to keep their legs and laps warm. Blankets may be knit or crocheted. Size should 
be from 25” x 36” to 30” x 40”.  

 

Hats, Scarves and Mittens Help decorate our SOS Mitten Tree with warm handmade winter gifts. 
This is a great way to use leftover yarn from other projects you may be working on. 

 
 

Kingdom Workers If you need help with a project around the house that you are unable 
to tackle yourself (cleaning gutters, washing windows, small painting projects), contact 
Pat Keller, Roberta, or Pastor Jim. Your needs will be assessed and a crew will be 
established to assist you whenever possible. If you are willing to assist when there is a 
need, let us know to add your name to the list. 

 
 

Naomi’s Cupboard This ministry of caring for those recovering from illness or surgery 
is still active. If you need help as you recover, please contact Verda, the church office 
or Pastor Jim and meals and other help needed will be arranged. If you are willing to 
provide meals, please let us know to add your name to the list. 



                                                        Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC) 
                              www.noahs-ark-sussex.org       262.246.9650                                

  

       Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center is Nationally Accredited through the 
       National Accreditation Commission Association for Early Learning Leaders. 

 

 

The goal of Noah's Ark Christian Learning Center is to produce happy, intelligent, well-adjusted 
children. Here you will find a nurturing, educational environment for children of ages 6 weeks to 12 
years. Classes include infant, toddler, preschool, 4-K, as well as before and after-school programs. 
We recognize that each child has unique talents, learning styles and personalities. Our highly-
qualified teachers and staff are committed to working within each child's comfort zone to ensure 
optimal social, emotional and educational results. Classes are kept to a low student-teacher ratio. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Giving Funds to the Church Without Giving Cash 
 

 

Amazon’s sister website Smile.Amazon.com offers the same goods, prices and shipping as Amazon 
with a big bonus. If you sign on to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Sussex United Methodist Church 
as your designated charity a percentage of your Amazon purchases will be directly donated to our 
church. Just be sure you choose the church in Sussex, WI as there is another Sussex UMC in 
another state! 
  
 
 

 
 
Scrip gift card purchasing is a great way to benefit the church. There is a six page list of participating 
retailers that will sell you gift cards then donate a portion back to our church. You can get a copy of 
the Scrip vendors from the table outside the offices and choose your gift cards. Then give me a list 
along with a check made out to SUMC for the total and I can order the cards for you. Or, sign on to 
Shopwithscrip.com and set up an account for yourself. Make your account Presto Pay and order 
your cards online. Our church enrollment number is FC24B7A136863. You will need this number 
to designate your orders go to SUMC. Scrip will then take the correct amount of your purchase out of 
your account and deposit the profit right in our SUMC checking account. I will process your order and 
deliver your cards to you either way. Before I can process orders I do need a large enough quantity to 
cover shipping so the more people that order the more often I can order and the more profit we can 
make. We are going to designate the Scrip profits to specific needs within our church. 
 

Questions? Please contact Debbie Jansen at 262.617.5748 or dandjjansen@gmail.com. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

             Are you an Online Banker? 
 

Do you pay any of your bills online through your bank? Did you know you can set up 
Sussex United Methodist Church as a payee and a check could come weekly, bi-weekly 
or monthly - at no additional cost to you?  This is a great way to support the well-being of 
your church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Sussex United Methodist Church  

Rev. Jim Altman, Pastor  

N63 W23523 Main Street, Sussex WI 53089 

Website:         www.sussexumc.org 

Office Phone: 262.246.3748 

Office Email:  sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Mon. Tue. Thur. 

                      9:00 am - 12:00 pm Wed. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 
 

Find Sussex United Methodist Church on 
Facebook to hear a hymn, read a summary of 
the sermon, and see what Scripture was read 
on Sunday. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you would like to have an 
article posted in our monthly 
newsletter, please submit it 
to the church office by the 
21st of the month. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PRAYER FAMILIES 
 

The purpose of the prayer families is to share 
our concern and support at times other than 
during a crisis. Ways to do that are to include 
the person or family in your prayers during the 
week. You may wish to let them know that they 
are in your thoughts by sending a note, talking 
to them at church or a telephone call. The 
names are chosen at random, but sometimes 
seem by design, in that it has come at a 
particularly appropriate time for them.  
 

May 3 Jon & Laura Hinrichsen 
 Joyce England 
May 10 Roy & Katy Meissner 
 Joyce Zillmer 
May 17 Colleen Bornemann 
 Doug & Martha Nelson 
May 24 JoLene Jannsen 
 Tony & Kathryn Povletich 
May 31 Danny & Beth Graves 
 Pat & Amy Sromalski 

May Birthdays 

     

    5 Roy Meissner 
  12 Andrew Dow 
  13 Robert Blau 
  17 Don Edmonds 
  21 Elsie May Weyer 
  23 Shirley Edmonds 
  26 John Leidel 
  28 Joyce Zillmer 
 
 
 
 
   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

May Anniversaries 
         

    1 Bob & Erin Pechanach 
    6 Paul & Christine Maher 
   8 Carl & Karen Thomsen 
   16 Mark & Jennifer Johnson 
   16 Russell & Delores Naragon 
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Sunday Morning Schedule  

9:00 am Traditional Worship   
 

9:00 am Sunday School  (Sept - May) 
 

Rev. James Altman, Pastor  
 

sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com 
 

www.sussexumc.org 
 

262.246.3748 


