Mes amis, you’re most invited,
On Wednesday, March 6th, to a Service of Ashes
at 5:30 PM followed by Dinner at 6:30 PM,

a Mercredi

Gras (Fat Wednesday) Celebration

For this one night our Fellowship Hall transforms
into

The French Quarter (Le quartier français)

As they say in New Orleans,

“Laissez les bons temps rouler”

"Let the good times roll!"

There'll be Food, Fun, Beads and Music!
Two recipes of Gumbo, Cochon de Lait (Cajun pulled pork)
Beignets, King Cake (who will find the baby?), Community Coffee,
Etceteras
Make your reservation by Monday, March 4th, 2019
Call the Zulu Queen at (262) 246-3748 to RSVP,
Or e-mail sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com

à bientôt,
Pasteur Jim

SUSSEX UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
March 2019

Multiculturalism
It is said that the impressionist painter Cezanne would return one hundred times to the same spot before
completing a landscape and that he would have a subject return one hundred fifty times before completing a
portrait. The nature of perception is such that we never see precisely the same thing twice, no matter how often
we look at it. And that it's even more the case when we encounter other people, no matter how often we meet
them. If you've ever used Google Maps to scout a destination before going there, you may have been really
surprised by how different the place actually was from what you expected. The more differing points of view
we avail ourselves of, the better we may see where we're actually headed. A hundred impressions can be better
than just one.
The same can be said of our impressions of God. "No one has ever seen God," says John (I John 4)
Moses could only glimpse God in passing from a cleft in a rock in which he was hidden. (Exodus 33) My old
Rabbi-friend used to say, "Wherever there are two Jews, there are three opinions." Certainly, getting two
Christians to agree on any one thing is not an easy task. Consider then the diversity of ideas about God
expressed in the major religions of the world. How can people of diverse religious beliefs live together in the
same communities? The question is no longer just academic. The whole world has just moved into the houses
next door. But maybe we don't have to agree on everything to enjoy each other's company. Maybe we can take
a page from Cezanne and allow the multiple impressions of God in the diverse religions of the world to help us
with our own understandings.
Did you know that reading from the Koran can actually help a Christian to better understand the
Sacrament of Holy Communion? Ideas found in the Bhagvad Gita are helpful in practicing Christian mission.
Jesus wasn't the only holy man who ever taught the lessons of the fig tree. The Buddha arrived at many of his
insights under a similar tree. If we consider how far beyond human comprehension God is, we might admit the
perspectives of other religions and cultures can be like missing pieces to the same puzzle we all are struggling
with. I invite you to a survey and discussion about a few of the world's religions during Lent. We'll be meeting
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 PM, starting on March 13th. There'll be soup and bread beside to give us
strength for the journey. There'll be field-trip opportunities as well. See the flyer enclosed and stay tuned for
developments.

Pastor Jim

Scriptures & Sermon Titles
March 3
Communion
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Psalm 99

Luke 9:28-36

Transfiguration

Psalm 119:1-8
Psalm 133
Genesis 1:1-8
Psalm 90:12-17

Matthew 5:29-30
Hebrews 12:1-12
Ezekiel 47:6-12
Job 23:1-7

Wholeness
Belonging
Interpret the Chaos
Tell Your Story
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Food Pantry
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Sunday School
9:00 am

Please RSVP
for Mercredi
Gras Dinner
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WW 4-6:30 pm
NACLC FH 9-10 am
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16

WW 8-10am

Service of
Ashes
5:30 pm
Mercredi Gras
Dinner
6:30 pm

10
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Worship
Sunday School
9:00 am

SUMWomen
6:30 pm

17

18

Worship
Sunday School
9:00 am

24

13

Crafts for a
Cause
6:30 pm

Lenten Soup
& Study:
Judaism
6:30 pm

Community
Banquet
5:30 pm
(no duties)

19

20

21

22

23

28

29

30

WW 4-6:30 pm
NACLC FH 9-10 am

Finance 6:00pm
Council 6:30pm

25

Worship/SS
9:00 am
Youth to
Thirsty Duck
---
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WW 4-6:30 pm
NACLC FH 9-10 am

WW 8-10 am

WW 8-10 am

Lenten Soup
& Study:
Islam
6:30 pm

26

27

Crafts for a
Cause
6:30 pm

Lenten Soup
& Study:
Hinduism
6:30 pm

WW 4-6:30 pm
NACLC FH 9-10 am

Summerfield
Prep 2:00
Leave 2:30
Serve 3:30-5:00

WW 8-10 am

Community
Banquet
5:30 pm
(no duties)

--------------------------

31
Worship
Sunday School
9:00 am

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
Acolytes
Ushers
Liturgists

March 3
Jake Povletich

Pete Kopfhammer Eric Grismer
Nancy Kopfhammer Robin Grismer
Pat Keller
Jeff Jansen

Fellowship Panera

Baskets

March 10
Kaylie Bromberg

Midwest Mission
Distribution Center

Sromalski family to
celebrate Jacob &
Rachel’s birthdays
Midwest Mission
Distribution Center

March 17
Rachel Sromalski

March 24
Matthew Maher

Don Gifford
Enola Gifford
Marilyn Kral
Chris & Annita
Moore

March 31
Jake Povletich
Pete Kopfhammer
Nancy Kopfhammer
Martha Nelson

Eric & Robin
Grismer

Midwest Mission
Midwest Mission
Distribution Center Distribution Center

Kathryn Povletich to
celebrate Gwen’s
19th birthday
UMCOR

To my church family and many friends at SUMC
I wish to thank all of you for the many cards I received on my 80th
birthday celebration; it was such a surprise to me! My daughter and my
husband worked very hard to put this all together without me knowing it.
My son, Stan, even surprised me by coming from California for a week. We
don’t see him often so it was fun.
Thanks again, Katy Meissner
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Souper Bowl Sunday Update
Thanks to your very generous donations, we raised $205 on Souper Bowl Sunday to benefit
SOS Food Pantry, far surpassing our collection last year. Many thanks to Debbie Jansen for
once again organizing this event, to everyone who donated your delicious soups, and to all of
our soup tasters. We couldn’t have done it without you!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lenten Study Series - World Religions
Wednesdays, March 13 - April 10 from 6:30 - 8 pm
March 13 Judaism
March 20 Islam
March 27 Hinduism
April 3
Buddhism
April 10
Sikhism
Each evening will begin with a soup supper in Fellowship Hall followed by video and discussion. Field trips or
conversations with practitioners may be arranged on other dates, based upon availability.
~~~~~~~~~~~~

Living Last Supper
Maundy Thursday, April 18
Pastor Jim is recruiting cast members (men and women) for our second "Living Last Supper."
Roles are negotiable. Please contact Jim if you are interested in participating.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Youth
Youth Outing
March 24 after Church
Bowling at Thirsty Duck
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
March 14 (no duties)
St. James Church
March 28 (no duties)
W220 N6588 Town Line Road
5:30 pm
Menomonee Falls WI
Community Banquet is a free meal offered twice a month on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at St. James Church
to serve a nutritious hot meal and time of fellowship to any who choose to attend. Volunteers from community
churches take turns providing the meals, serving and cleaning up.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Summerfield Meal Service is Saturday, March 16
Our meal service is 3:30 - 5:00 pm so please have any food donations at church by 1:30 pm. The
side door will open at 1:00. We will have final prep and sandwich assembly at 2:00 with departure
to Summerfield at 2:30. Please contact Marilyn Kral at 262.781.5126 with questions.
This meal service is available to the homeless and hungry on Saturday afternoons in the downtown area.
Several local parishes and civic groups share in providing meals on a rotating basis. SUMC provides a meal
quarterly. Volunteers are welcome to provide ingredients, help with meal prep and serving, or come along as
good will ambassadors.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sussex Outreach Services
262.246.9860
www.sussexareasos.org
Items needed at the Pantry include Hamburger Helper, pasta sides, canned pasta, jelly, jam, juice (64 ounce
bottles), applesauce, syrup, deodorant, body wash, shampoo, conditioner, and toilet paper
SUMC’s next volunteer day at the Pantry is Saturday, March 2 from 9:00 am to Noon.

Kristine Kreuser is one of the 16 photographers being featured at the Hope For Heroes Gala on
March 23 from 6-9 pm at The Gallery Of Wisconsin Art in West Bend. Monies raised will go to
Destination Dino Liam, a foundation to send families living with childhood cancer on much needed
getaways. Kristine would love the support of her church family as this is her debut showing her
photography skills.

SUMC SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA
The purpose of this scholarship is to establish a fund to stimulate and perpetuate the
Christian goals as set forth by the Sussex United Methodist Church for the development of
strong morals, sound decisions and a sense of direction to serve Christ’s kingdom.
1. Available to all members of SUMC that are entering at least his/her third semester of post high school
education in an undergraduate program.
2. The applicant will submit a 250 word essay that includes the following:
A. Why he/she is seeking this scholarship. Financial need not be addressed.
B. What are his/her goals in academia and how do these relate to the Christian morals
with which he/she was raised.
C. How the candidate expects to integrate his/her career goals with their faith journey.
D. Where are you with your faith journey?
E. What “Christian” activities the applicant has been active in for the past 12 months.
1. Volunteerism/attendance at SUMC or post high school programs.
2. Participation in activities outside of his/her normal curriculum.
3. The scholarship will be tied to evidence of hours of community service, attendance, service, and talents
rendered within the past 12 months. These hours will NOT be linked to any curriculum course studies.
Signed documentation must be supplied at the time of application. This documentation will include phone
numbers/addresses of appropriate persons that can verify the service(s).
4. Each applicant will submit to a personal interview with this committee regarding his/her fitness for the
scholarship.
5. Each accepted applicant will also commit to a formal presentation of the scholarship award at a Sunday
worship service amenable to both parties.
6. The scholarship recipient will also agree to give an update of his/her progress and faith journey one year
after receiving the scholarship.
7. Scholarship fund dollars will be made directly to the institution of higher education.
8. Scholarship dollars will be granted at the end of SUMC’s fiscal year. (Disposition of funds will be made for
the spring semester.)
9. All applications and documentation for the scholarship are due by the post marked date of June 15th of
the current year.
10. Interviews will be conducted during early August of the current year.
11. Notification of the scholarship recipient(s) will be made by October 1st of the current year.
12. This committee makes no decisions based upon age, race, gender, political or sexual orientation.
13. This committee reserves the right to hold funds from one year to the next if a suitable candidate is not
found.
14. There will be no guarantee of the amount of funds allocated each year from this fund.
15. Any party can contribute funds to the scholarship, but the Scholarship Committee will have the final
decision regarding disposition to candidates.
16. A formal criteria checklist has been developed to ensure that our choices are fair and amenable.
17. Documentation criteria can be snail mailed to SUMC, Attention: N. Hubbard, or emailed to nh4@wi.rr.com.
Questions can be directed to N. Hubbard @ 262.246.3159.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Scholarships are available from the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
The deadline for application for the majority of these scholarships is April 1
Scholarships are available to graduating high school seniors and current undergraduate students attending
vocational/technical, two-year, or four-year higher education programs for general studies, as well as seminary
and ministry careers. Scholarships are granted each year from endowment funds established through
generous gifts from individuals and families. All applicants must be a member of a Wisconsin United Methodist
Church. Recipients are selected based upon academics, leadership and involvement in church, school, and
community life.
Additional information can be found at www.wumf.org/scholarship-program or contact the Foundation at
888.903.9863.

Midwest Mission Distribution Center
midwestmission.org
Who We Are Midwest Mission opened for ministry in 2000. Midwest Mission show's God's Love in a
practical way through the distribution of education, health, and disaster relief supplies, meeting basic
human needs around the world and around the corner. Midwest Mission provides a "hands-on"
mission experience to all those who serve as missionaries, from all around the US. For those
receiving the supplies, Midwest brings hope that someone somewhere loves and believes in them.
Our Mission Transform the resources of God's people into humanitarian relief.
Distributions Midwest Mission distributes its kits, resources and supplies after a request for items has been
made. Midwest Mission makes a point to connect with local organizations in order to provide aid particularly
with those items that are received that do not quite meet all of the size restrictions for the kits. Midwest Mission
is one of ten cooperating depots in the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) Supply Network and
often gives UMCOR supplies to respond to disasters within the United States. Midwest Mission also partners
with Food for the Poor, Franciscan Mission Warehouse, Christians in Mission and US South Command.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)
A not-for-profit organization dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the globe. UMCOR’s work reaches
people in more than 80 countries, including the United States. We provide humanitarian relief when war,
conflict, or natural disaster disrupt life to such an extent that communities are unable to recover on their own.
UMCOR spends 100 percent of designated donations on the projects our donors specify. www.umcor.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Opportunities for SUMC Nurture, Outreach and Witness (NOW)
Crafts for a Cause is a fun and friendly group who meet at the church twice a month on Tuesday evening to
make prayer shawls, lapghans, and prayer squares. Please join us! If you cannot join us, please consider
taking one of the easy patterns in the folder on the shelf outside the office and making something at home. You
can also help by donating yarn. This month’s meetings will be Tuesdays, March 12 and 26 at 6:30 pm.
Prayer Shawls are available for you to take at any time. The display is set up outside the church office.
Prayer Squares are small knit or crocheted squares (about 18”- 20” square) to offer to
those parents whose babies do not survive the birthing process.
Lap Robes are for persons confined to wheelchairs that are often chilly and appreciate
a hand crafted blanket to keep their legs and laps warm. Blankets may be knit or
crocheted. Size should be from 25” x 36” to 30” x 40”.
Kingdom Workers If you need help with a project around the house that you are unable to tackle
yourself (cleaning gutters, washing windows, small painting projects), contact Pat Keller, Roberta,
or Pastor Jim. Your needs will be assessed and a crew will be established to assist you whenever
possible. If you are willing to assist when there is a need, let us know to add your name to the list.
Naomi’s Cupboard This ministry of caring for those recovering from illness or surgery is still
active. If you need help as you recover, please contact Verda, the church office or Pastor Jim
and meals and other help needed will be arranged. If you are willing to provide meals, please
let us know to add your name to the list.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)
www.noahs-ark-sussex.org

262.246.9650

Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center is Nationally Accredited through the
National Accreditation Commission Association for Early Learning Leaders.
The goal of Noah's Ark Christian Learning Center is to produce happy, intelligent, well-adjusted children. Here
you will find a nurturing, educational environment for children of ages 6 weeks to 12 years. Classes include
infant, toddler, preschool, 4-K, as well as before and after-school programs. We recognize that each child has
unique talents, learning styles and personalities. Our highly-qualified teachers and staff are committed to
working within each child's comfort zone to ensure optimal social, emotional and educational results. Classes
are kept to a low student-teacher ratio.

Giving Funds to the Church Without Giving Cash
Sussex UMC has been issued a $37.24 donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of
AmazonSmile program activity between October 1 and December 31, 2018.
Amazon’s sister website Smile.Amazon.com offers the same goods, prices and shipping with a big bonus. If
you sign on to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Sussex United Methodist Church as your designated charity a
percentage of your Amazon purchases will be directly donated to our church. Just be sure you choose the
church in Sussex, WI as there is another Sussex UMC in another state!

Scrip gift card purchasing is a great way to benefit the church. There is a six page list of participating retailers
that will sell you gift cards then donate a portion back to our church. You can get a copy of the Scrip vendors
from the table outside the offices and choose your gift cards. Then give me a list along with a check made out
to SUMC for the total and I can order the cards for you. Or, sign on to Shopwithscrip.com and set up an
account for yourself. Make your account Presto Pay and order your cards online. Our church enrollment
number is FC24B7A136863. You will need this number to designate your orders go to SUMC. Scrip will then
take the correct amount of your purchase out of your account and deposit the profit right in our SUMC checking
account. I will process your order and deliver your cards to you either way. Before I can process orders I do
need a large enough quantity to cover shipping so the more people that order the more often I can order and
the more profit we can make. We are going to designate the Scrip profits to specific needs within our church.
Questions? Please contact Debbie Jansen at 262.617.5748 or dandjjansen@sbcglobal.net.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ERAs Senior Network
262.549.3348
www.ERAsWaukesha.org
A faith-based, community-centered nonprofit organization serving Waukesha County, Wisconsin
When volunteering with ERAs, you can decide how much or how little you would like to volunteer.
When called for a specific task, you can say no if it does not fit into your schedule.
Volunteer Opportunities:
Friendly Visiting over the Phone for a 66-year-old woman living in Waukesha. She has depression, anxiety
and phobias. Because of this, she has a hard time leaving her house and it is hard for her to invite a visitor to
her home so she would like a Friendly Visitor over the phone. She is very lonely and isolated. She likes to chat,
paint, watch old movies, listen to Irish music and Enya, and talk about her cats and parrot. Because of her
depression and anxiety, she has her nights and days flipped, so calls would have to be done in the evenings
around 7 or 8 pm. She would like weekly or biweekly phone calls from someone who is willing to listen as she
will do most of the talking – at least in the beginning. She needs someone who understands mental health
issues and who is willing to establish firm boundaries when it comes to how much time the volunteer wants to
spend on phone calls. Plan to spend about an hour per phone call.
Urgent Ongoing Need for Volunteer Drivers We are in need of more drivers to help transport
seniors and adults with disabilities to their healthcare appointments and the grocery store. Worried
about making a commitment every week? Only drive when you have the time! This opportunity is
very flexible and can be scheduled week to week. Areas of need include Waukesha, Menomonee
Falls, New Berlin, Oconomowoc, and Brookfield.
Phone Assistance in Main Office Eras Staff members are in need of someone to help in the main office
Thursday mornings from approximately 9 - 11am. They will be responsible for calling volunteers weekly to give
them their driving assignments. We are looking for someone who is comfortable making phone calls, likes
talking to people, and is interested in helping with the coordination of volunteers. If you are interested, please
contact Spring at 262.522.2407.
Volunteers age 18 years and older are welcome to participate in all programs as volunteers of ERAs
Senior Network. Volunteers age 55 years and older are encouraged to become RSVP members. Special
youth volunteer opportunities are also available.

Sussex United Methodist Church
Rev. Jim Altman, Pastor
N63 W23523 Main Street, Sussex WI 53089
Website:

www.sussexumc.org

Office Phone: 262.246.3748
Office Email: sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Mon. Tue. Thur.
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Wed.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

March Birthdays
3
5
13
18
19
22
27
27
27
31

Jacob Sromalski
Don Gifford
Verda Riley
Debra Kenzler
Emily Brissette
Rachel Sromalski
Mark Johnson
Alex Pechanach
Maja Pechanach
Gwen Schweitzer

Find
Sussex
United Methodist Church on Facebook to hear a
hymn, read a summary of the sermon, and see
what Scripture was read on Sunday.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you would like to have an
article posted in our monthly
newsletter, please submit it
to the church office by the
21st of the month.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PRAYER FAMILIES
The purpose of the prayer families is to share
our concern and support at times other than
during a crisis. Ways to do that are to include
the person or family in your prayers during the
week. You may wish to let them know that they
are in your thoughts by sending a note, talking
to them at church or a telephone call. The
names are chosen at random, but sometimes
seem by design, in that it has come at a
particularly appropriate time for them.
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Bret & Rene Schweitzer
Dean & Barbara Molstad
Dean & Barbara Hubbard
Billy & Jen Mochman
Gabe & Nancy Kolesari
Don & Shirley Edmonds
Maria Frank
Jackie Shively
Gary & Vivian Christiansen
Eleanore Skibbie

March Anniversaries
10 Kurt & Debra Kenzler
20 Art & Betty Elsesser
24 Gary & Vivian Christiansen

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Are you an Online Banker?
Do you pay any of your bills online through
your bank? Did you know you can set up
Sussex United Methodist Church as a payee
and a check could come weekly, biweekly or monthly - at no additional
cost to you? This is a great way to
support the well-being of your church.

SUSSEX UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
N63 W23523 MAIN STREET
SUSSEX WI 53089

Sunday Morning Schedule
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00 am Sunday School (Sept - May)
Rev. Jim Altman, Pastor
sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com
www.sussexumc.org
262.246.3748

