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The Trifecta 

 

 For the past few weeks, some of us have been looking at the state of Christian denominations in the 

United States. What we experience today as United Methodism, Lutheranism, Presbyterianism, Catholicism, 

and non-denominationalism actually grew out of a common experience of life in colonial America. In America 

we have denominations: voluntary associations formed around common ideals. In Europe there are established 

Churches, which are State-Sponsored institutions, regulated by common law. The Queen of England is still the 

head of the Church of England. For a long time, beginning in colonial times, life in America was experienced as 

a kind of "trifecta" of Church, Economic Prosperity, and Personal Identity. 

 

 For a long time, we Americans were known by what church we belonged to and how prosperous we 

were in our local communities. Getting ahead in life had as much to do with what church you belonged to as it 

did with what kind of work you did. Church and Industry in the USA went hand in hand, almost in lock-step, 

for many years. Communities, towns, villages, and cities would boast of the names and numbers of churches 

they had. I remember those billboards that used to greet us as we entered a community, advertizing the names 

and denominations of churches that one could find within it. But times change. 

 

 Sometime, over the last fifty years, the "trifecta" began to fall apart. Mainline denominations began to 

criticize Industry for their in humane methods. They began to criticize the American ideals of economic 

prosperity. Industry began to place less and less importance on church membership in climbing the economic 

ladder. Municipal government began to see churches more as freeloaders, enjoying municipal services for free, 

instead of assets to attract new citizens. Non-church people began to criticize the institutions of churches, their 

clergy and practices. Today, attending a church, one is likely not to hear much about its denominational 

identity. Current church-growth wisdom is actually to keep silent about denominational identity. "Avoid 

branding!" the experts cry. Whither the future? 

 

 The DNA of Christianity in America has always been that churches were voluntary associations 

organized around a common mission or purpose. The Church of the Future in the USA will probably look the 

same in that regard, but denominations may become a thing of the past. Churches in the future will probably 

work along lines similar to our Cooperating Churches of Sussex does today. Not all the churches in Sussex 

belong to the CCOS; they don't have to. CCOS has a limited mission and vision, but we are free to ally 

ourselves with other groups who perform missions that we have a similar passion for. The Village of Sussex 

may now be charging churches for water, sewer, police and fire protection, but they also play host to the Sussex 

Outreach Services (which is operated by the CCOS). In other words, the Church, as we know it, is not going to 

disappear. It may look different, but it will still function from the same DNA that made it essential to the 

founding of the United States of America. The kingdom of God is still coming on the earth. 
 

Pastor Jim 
 

Scriptures & Sermon Titles 

 
 

March 7 Psalm 19:7-14  Exodus 20:1-17 "The One Commandment"   
 

 

March 14 Ephesians 2:1-10 John 3:14-21  "Why Choose Darkness?"   
 
 

March 21  Psalm 51:1-7  Jeremiah 31:31-34 "Create In Me a Work of Art"     
 
 

March 28  Psalm 118:25-29 Mark 11:1-11  "Holy Boldness"  

  Palm Sunday       (If ye have but faith the size of a mustard seed) 

  



 
Sunday               Monday            Tuesday           Wednesday        Thursday             Friday             Saturday 

 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

 

March 7 March 14 March 21 March 28 

Liturgists Pat Keller Jeff Jansen Marilyn Kral Debbie Jansen 

Boxes UMCOR UMCOR UMCOR UMCOR 

 
 
 
 
 

UMCOR Known for being "early in, last out," UMCOR is the global humanitarian aid organization 
of The United Methodist Church. The United Methodist Committee on Relief is a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the globe reaching people in 
more than 80 countries, including the United States. They provide humanitarian relief when 
war, conflict, or natural disaster disrupt life to such an extent that communities are unable to 
recover on their own. Gifts to UMCOR Sunday cover the costs of doing business which means 
100% of donations given to a specific disaster go to help for that disaster.  
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Sussex United Methodist Church is Open for In-Church Worship 

Sundays at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary  
Face masks are required 

 

Services are also being livestreamed on Facebook 

 

Fellowship Hall is open for fellowship time after worship  
Face masks are required and social distancing is encouraged 

 

Volunteers are being sought to sanitize the worship space weekly between services 
 

               
    

        

Lent Study: Denominationalism 
Wednesday Nights at 6:30 pm 

In-person in Fellowship Hall (BYO Soup and Sandwich) 
or via Facebook Live (Sussex United Methodist Church) 

 

Wednesday, March 3 Free Churches 
 Quakers, Shakers, Moravians, Mennonites 

 

Wednesday, March 10 Civil Religion in America 
 What Unites Us? 

 

Wednesday, March 17 Non-Denominational Churches 
 Seekers and Mini-Denominations 

 

Wednesday, March 24 Wrap-Up 

 

Thursday, April 1, 6:30 pm Maundy Thursday 

  

Sunday, April 4, 9:00 am Worship Easter Sunday 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Summerfield Meal Service 
Saturday, March 20 

Please have food donations at church by 2:00. The side door will be open from 1:30-2:45. Final prep 
and sandwich assembly at 2:00. Departure for Summerfield is 2:45. Meal is served from 4:00-6:00.  
 

Due to COVID restrictions we are providing to-go boxes instead of a sit down service. Volunteers are 
welcome to provide ingredients, help with meal prep and serving, or come along as good will 
ambassadors. 
 

Menu includes hot Italian beef sandwiches, turkey and cheese sandwiches, banana, 
cookies or bars, and bottled beverages.  
 

Contact Marilyn Kral at mkra@tds.net or 262.781.5126 with any questions. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Relay for Life 
While the details are still being worked out as to what this year's Relay will be like, the bottom line 
remains the same. Our mission is to raise awareness and funds to one day eradicate the fear that 
people have when the words "You have Cancer" are heard. Breakthrough research is always 
underway to find ways to detect cancer sooner and to treat cancer more effectively. American Cancer 
Society offers support, both financial and emotional, to people who are going through treatment and 
need a little helping hand. Won't you help and join the team? 
 

Go to Relay For Life | Cancer Walk | Cancer Fundraising Events if you are interested in 
joining our cancer fighting crew. Just find Sussex United Methodist Church and join the 
team. Don't hesitate to reach out if you have any questions. There is a mobile app that 
you can download to your phone which makes sharing your fundraiser to social media 
very easy. 

 

Annita Moore, Team Captain  262.844.7959 



SUMC SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA  
The purpose of this scholarship is to establish a fund to stimulate and perpetuate the 
Christian goals as set forth by the Sussex United Methodist Church for the 
development of strong morals, sound decisions and a sense of direction to serve Christ’s kingdom. 
 

1. Available to all members of SUMC that are entering at least his/her third semester of post high 
school education in an undergraduate program. 

2.  The applicant will submit a 250 word essay that includes the following:  
 A.  Why he/she is seeking this scholarship. Financial need not be addressed. 
 B.  What are his/her goals in academia and how do these relate to the Christian morals 
     with which he/she was raised. 
 C.  How the candidate expects to integrate his/her career goals with their faith journey. 
 D.  Where are you with your faith journey? 
 E.  What “Christian” activities the applicant has been active in for the past 12 months. 
   1.  Volunteerism/attendance at SUMC or post high school programs.  
   2.  Participation in activities outside of his/her normal curriculum. 
3. The scholarship will be tied to evidence of hours of community service, attendance, service, and 

talents rendered within the past 12 months. These hours will NOT be linked to any curriculum 
course studies. Signed documentation must be supplied at the time of application and it will 
include phone numbers/addresses of appropriate persons that can verify the service(s). 

4. Each applicant will submit to a personal interview with this committee regarding his/her fitness for 
the scholarship. 

5. Each accepted applicant will also commit to a formal presentation of the scholarship award at a 
Sunday worship service amenable to both parties. 

6. The scholarship recipient will also agree to give an update of his/her progress and faith journey 
one year after receiving the scholarship. 

7. Scholarship fund dollars will be made directly to the institution of higher education. 
8. Scholarship dollars will be granted at the end of SUMC’s fiscal year. (Disposition of funds will be 

made for the spring semester.)  
9.  All applications and documentation for the scholarship are due by the post marked date of June 

15th of the current year. 
10. Interviews will be conducted during early August of the current year. 
11. Notification of the scholarship recipient(s) will be made by October 1st of the current year. 
12. This committee makes no decisions based upon age, race, gender, political or sexual orientation. 
13.  This committee reserves the right to hold funds from one year to the next if a suitable candidate 

is not found.  
14. There will be no guarantee of the amount of funds allocated each year from this fund. 
15. Any party can contribute funds to the scholarship, but the Scholarship Committee will have the 

final decision regarding disposition to candidates. 
16. A formal criteria checklist has been developed to ensure that our choices are fair and amenable. 
17. Documentation criteria can be snail mailed to SUMC, Attention: N. Hubbard, or emailed to 

nh4@wi.rr.com. Questions can be directed to N. Hubbard @ 262.246.3159.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Scholarships are available from the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
The deadline for application for the majority of these scholarships is April 1 

Scholarships are available to graduating high school seniors and current undergraduate students 
attending vocational/technical, two-year, or four-year higher education programs for general 
studies, as well as seminary and ministry careers. Scholarships are granted each year from 
endowment funds established through generous gifts from individuals and families. All 
applicants must be a member of a Wisconsin United Methodist Church. Recipients are selected 
based upon academics, leadership and involvement in church, school, and community life.  
Applications and additional information can be found at www.wumf.org/scholarship-program. 



Soles for Jesus 
You may have noticed a large cardboard box in the side entryway or upstairs near the elevator. 
Christine Maher has a connection to a person here in Sussex who collects new or like-new shoes and 
then every year takes them on a mission trip to Africa. In 2020 they did not travel but sent shoes. 
They are hopeful for a trip in 2021 but will send shoes in the meantime. If you would like 
to purchase, or have some like-new shoes around, please consider donating them to this 
worthy mission. They are looking for both adult and children’s sizes. Please contact 
Christine or Debbie if you have questions or want more details on the mission.        
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

      Sussex Outreach Services 
262.246.9860   www.sussexareasos.org 

 

 
 
 
 

The Sussex Horne-Mudlitz VFW Post #6377 is sponsoring a Drive thru - Drop off  
for Sussex Food Pantry, or make a $ donation at the Horne-Mudlitz VFW Post 6377 (next to Rumors)  

the last Sunday of every month from 9 am - 1 pm    
Enter off Waukesha Avenue and exit in back to Main Street 

You do not have to leave your car; a volunteer will be there to unload your vehicle 
We will continue this SOS drive as long as it is needed 

 
The Food Pantry will continue to operate as a drive thru at least until June 30, 2021. No clothing or 
household donations accepted. Since our clients are not coming in the building, they don't have 
access to donated items. Our first priority is the safe distribution of food to those who need it. 
 
 

Bring your ID and provide your address if you are new. Food is distributed at the drive thru and you 
receive items that are prepacked, including frozen meat, dairy, bread, and non-perishable items. You 
do not need to exit your vehicle and please have trunk space available for food. You can come once 
a week for food. Due to the dramatic increase in pantry usage, we have returned to our policy of 
serving only those within the Hamilton School District. ID is required for every pantry visit. 
 

Distribution Hours:  Mondays 5:30-7:00pm; Wednesdays 1:00-2:30pm; Saturdays 10:00am-12:00pm 
 

Donations may be dropped off at the Food Pantry Monday through Saturday from 10:00 am to noon. 
Please use our back door on the East side of the building next to the roller door. Ring the doorbell 
and a volunteer will assist you with your donation. Donation receipts are available; please ask for one 
if it is not offered. You may also place donations in the collection barrels at the Sussex Piggly Wiggly 
and Pick ‘n Save.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC) 
                                  www.noahs-ark-sussex.org       262.246.9650  

  
 

       Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center is Nationally Accredited through the 
       National Accreditation Commission Association for Early Learning Leaders. 

 

The goal of Noah's Ark Christian Learning Center is to produce happy, intelligent, well-adjusted 
children. Here you will find a nurturing, educational environment for children of ages 6 weeks to 12 
years. Classes include infant, toddler, preschool, 4-K, as well as before and after-school programs. 
We recognize that each child has unique talents, learning styles and personalities. Our highly-
qualified teachers and staff are committed to working within each child's comfort zone to ensure 
optimal social, emotional and educational results. Classes are kept to a low student-teacher ratio. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~    

Wisconsin United Methodist Camps Wisconsin United Methodist Camps Wisconsin United Methodist Camps Wisconsin United Methodist Camps     
are currently hiring summer staff at Pine Lake and Lake Lucerne 

Positions include Camp Counselors, Support Staff, and Healthcare Coordinators 
Please apply at https://wiumcamps.org/about-us/employment/                                                                 



                                                                    ERAs Senior Network    
                   262.549.3348       www.Eras.org 

 
A faith-based, community-centered nonprofit organization serving Waukesha County, Wisconsin 

 

When volunteering with ERAs, you can decide how much or how little you would like to 
volunteer. When called for a specific task, you can say no if it does not fit into your schedule. 

 

Eras Senior Network is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to engage and support seniors, 
adults with disabilities, and family caregivers in leading meaningful lives. Seniors and adults with 
disabilities are supported by volunteers of all ages to help them maintain their independence. Eras 
helps individuals 55 and older stay engaged in their community through a variety of meaningful 
volunteer opportunities.  

 

 

If you or someone you know are in need of our services, please call us at 262.549.3348. 
 

 
Friendly Phone Calls We are in need of more volunteers to place weekly friendly phone 
calls to seniors during the COVID-19 pandemic. Volunteers are matched with one or more 
seniors and place calls on a weekly basis. Some calls only last a few minutes, while 
others may last longer, depending on how long the volunteer and client wish to chat. Loneliness is an 
increasing issue amongst seniors during this time of increased social isolation, but creating meaningful 
relationships can help. Call 262.549.3348 to become a volunteer. Or sign up on our website at 
https://eras.org/volunteer/become-a-volunteer/ 
 

Spring Yard Clean Up Gather your friends, coworkers, youth group, sports team, or 
family to make a difference in the lives of local seniors and adults with disabilities. 
Volunteers are needed during the entire month of May to provide outdoor spring 
cleaning assistance. Tasks include raking, clearing flowerbeds, and cleaning outdoor 
windows. Choose the location, date and time, and size of yard that works for you.  
 

Meal Delivery Help homebound seniors receive a hot meal. As a Meal Delivery driver, 
you’ll pick up the packaged meals and route at your designated nutrition site by 11:00 am. 
Each route usually is completed by 1:00 pm. You may be joined by a runner who will walk 
the meal to the door while you stay in the car, or you may be a solo volunteer and will walk 
the meal to the door yourself. 

 
 

Drivers Drive seniors and adults with disabilities to healthcare appointments and grocery 
stores. Only drive when you have the time! This opportunity is very flexible and can be 
scheduled week to week. If you are new to driving we have some volunteer materials 
available at the Waukesha Office (2607 N Grandview Blvd, Suite 150, Waukesha, WI.) 
Please let us know if you are interested in any of the following: 

 

• Handicap Parking Permit can be used when transporting clients who need closer building access 
• Volunteer Driver Car Sign to place on your dashboard to help clients identify your car  
• Photo ID Badge that will help identify you as an Eras volunteer. 
 

We are also looking for drivers interested in being regularly assigned to a client on a long-term basis. 
When the client calls to confirm their long-standing appointments, the regular driver will be contacted 
first to sign up for those events. Any event the regular driver is unable to fulfill will then be available for 
other volunteers to sign up.  
 

Card Decorating Eras Senior Network has 10,000 birthday and holiday cards that will be 
mailed out to clients throughout the year. We are looking for volunteers to take cards home, 
decorate them, and return them to either our Greendale or Waukesha office. Contact Becca 
Snow at Becca.Snow@eraswaukesha.org or 262.522.2409. 

 

 



Opportunities for SUMC Nurture, Outreach and Witness (NOW) 

Crafts for a Cause is a fun and friendly group who makes prayer shawls, lapghans, and prayer 
squares. Please consider taking one of the easy patterns in the folder on the shelf outside the office 
and making something at home. You can also help by donating yarn.  

 

Prayer Shawls are available for you to take at any time. The display is set 
up outside the church office.  

 

Prayer Squares are small knit or crocheted squares (about 18”- 20” square) 
to offer to those parents whose babies do not survive the birthing process.  

 

Lap Robes are for persons confined to wheelchairs that are often chilly and appreciate a hand 
crafted blanket to keep their legs and laps warm. Blankets may be knit or crocheted. Size should 
be from 25” x 36” to 30” x 40”.  

 

Kingdom Workers If you need help with a project around the house that you are unable 
to tackle yourself (cleaning gutters, washing windows, small painting projects), contact 
Pat Keller, Roberta, or Pastor Jim. Your needs will be assessed and a crew will be 
established to assist you whenever possible. If you are willing to assist when there is a 
need, let us know to add your name to the list. 

 

Naomi’s Cupboard This ministry of caring for those recovering from illness or surgery 
is still active. If you need help as you recover, please contact Verda, the church office 
or Pastor Jim and meals and other help needed will be arranged. If you are willing to 
provide meals, please let us know to add your name to the list. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Giving Funds to the Church Without Giving Cash 
 

Amazon’s sister website Smile.Amazon.com offers the same goods, prices and shipping as Amazon 
with a big bonus. If you sign on to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Sussex United Methodist Church 
as your designated charity a percentage of your Amazon purchases will be directly donated to our 
church. Just be sure you choose the church in Sussex, WI as there is another Sussex UMC in 
another state! 
 
 
 
 
 
Scrip gift card purchasing is a great way to benefit the church. There is a six page list of participating 
retailers that will sell you gift cards then donate a portion back to our church. You can get a copy of 
the Scrip vendors from the table outside the offices and choose your gift cards. Then give me a list 
along with a check made out to SUMC for the total and I can order the cards for you. Or, sign on to 
Shopwithscrip.com and set up an account for yourself. Make your account Presto Pay and order 
your cards online. Our church enrollment number is FC24B7A136863. You will need this number 
to designate your orders go to SUMC. Scrip will then take the correct amount of your purchase out of 
your account and deposit the profit right in our SUMC checking account. I will process your order and 
deliver your cards to you either way. Before I can process orders I do need a large enough quantity to 
cover shipping so the more people that order the more often I can order and the more profit we can 
make. We are going to designate the Scrip profits to specific needs within our church. 
 

Questions? Please contact Debbie Jansen at 262.617.5748 or dandjjansen@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Sussex United Methodist Church  

Rev. Jim Altman, Pastor  

N63 W23523 Main Street, Sussex WI 53089 

Website:         www.sussexumc.org 

Office Phone: 262.246.3748 

Office Email:  sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Mon. Tue. Thur. 

                      9:00 am - 12:00 pm Wed. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 
 

Find Sussex United Methodist Church on 
Facebook to hear a hymn, read a summary of 
the sermon, and see what Scripture was read 
on Sunday. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you would like to have an 
article posted in our monthly 
newsletter, please submit it 
to the church office by the 
21st of the month. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PRAYER FAMILIES 
 

The purpose of the prayer families is to share 
our concern and support at times other than 
during a crisis. Ways to do that are to include 
the person or family in your prayers during the 
week. You may wish to let them know that they 
are in your thoughts by sending a note, talking 
to them at church or a telephone call. The 
names are chosen at random, but sometimes 
seem by design, in that it has come at a 
particularly appropriate time for them.  
 

March 7 Bub & Midge Morris 
 Verda Riley 
March14 Carrie Bromberg 
 Jason & Amber Enderle 
March 21 Maria Frank 
 Pete & Nancy Kopfhammer 
March 28 Keryl Moody 
 Gabe & Angie Kolesari 
  

March Birthdays 

     3 Jacob Sromalski 
 13 Verda Riley 
 18 Debra Kenzler 
 22 Rachel Sromalski 
 27 Mark Johnson 
 27 Alex Pechanach 
 27 Maja Pechanach 
 31 Gwen Schweitzer 
 
 

March Anniversaries 

     10 Kurt & Debra Kenzler 
  20 Art & Betty Elsesser 
  24 Gary & Vivian Christiansen 
    
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Are you an Online Banker? 

Do you pay any of your bills online through 
your bank? Did you know that you could set up 
Sussex United Methodist Church as a payee 
and a check could come weekly, bi-weekly or 
monthly - at no additional cost to you? 

 
 

What benefits are there to doing this? One of 
the most important would be convenience. 
Perhaps you are staying safer at home, or you 
have other commitments on Sunday morning 
but still wish to support the well-being of your 
church. Or sometimes it is a scramble to get 
out of the house and you forgot to write your 
offering check. 
 
 

Whatever the reason, consider 
looking into this option. The 
church needs your financial 
support. And if you can't make it 
on Sunday, you are still doing 
what you can financially. 
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Sunday Morning Schedule  

9:00 am Traditional Worship   
 

 

Rev. James Altman, Pastor  
 

sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com 
 

www.sussexumc.org 
 

262.246.3748 


