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“Behold! I make all things new!” says God at the end of Revelation, which comes at the end of the 

Bible. A better translation I’m told is, “Behold! I am making all things new!” Even at the end of everything, 

which is what the final chapters of the Bible are all about, God will still be making new things and renewing 

everything else. This is good news for a new year! 

 

 As residents of the mortal plane, our horizons are limited. We can only see so far ahead and we can  

only look so far behind us. It’s tempting to believe that there’s nothing beyond the limits to what we can see, 

but if history has taught us anything, there’s always more to discover. There’s always a bigger and better 

telescope to show us there’s more than we thought. And the Bible teaches us not only that there’s more to 

everything, it teaches that God is always making new things that didn’t exist before. So, no matter what you 

may have missed in the year past, there’s much more in store, and there always will be. And, “to him or to her 

who has (already), much more will be given, until he or she has an abundance.” (Matthew 25:29) But the trick 

is to believe the abundance is there. For he or she who doesn’t subscribe to the theory of abundance, even what 

little they manage to horde will eventually be taken away. It’s a choice, Same life, same world, same creation, 

different outcomes. Jesus said, “He or she who believes is saved already, but he or she who doesn’t believe is 

condemned already.” (John 3:18) It is our faith in God’s abundance that saves us, not the amount of our own 

wealth. 
  

The New Year represents an opportunity to open ourselves anew to the grace of God. It’s a new 

opportunity to trust God to enrich us in days to come beyond our wildest dreams. The past is past, over and 

done, but behold! God is making a new year, renewing us and surprising us with an abundance beyond.  

Believe it! 

 

Pastor Jim 
 

 

 

 

Scriptures & Sermon Titles 

 
 

January 2  Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 Revelation 21:1-6a "For Everything There Is a Time"  
 

 

January 9  Isaiah 60:1-6 Matthew 2:1-12 "Arise, Shine"  
 
 

January 16  Psalm 29 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 "The Voice of the Lord"  
 
 

January 23  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 Luke 4:14-21 "The Other Half of Scripture" 
 
 

January 30 Psalm 71:1-12 Jeremiah 1:4-10 "An Example to Many" 

   
 
 



 
Sunday               Monday            Tuesday           Wednesday        Thursday             Friday             Saturday 

 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

 

January 2 January 9 January 16 January 23 January 30 

Liturgists      

Boxes Energy Assistance Energy Assistance Human Relations 
Day 

Energy Assistance Energy Assistance 

 

 
Energy Assistance donations go to SOS Food Pantry for the intent to help clients meet their 
requirements for energy assistance through WE Energies. 
 

Human Relations Day supports the Community Developers Program, United Methodist 
Voluntary Services Program, and the Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program. It strengthens 
United Methodist outreach to communities, encouraging social justice and work with at-risk 
youth. 
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Sussex United Methodist Church is Open for In-Church Worship 

Sundays at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary  
Face masks are not required for those fully vaccinated 

Services are also being livestreamed on Facebook 

Fellowship Hall is open for fellowship time after worship  
Social distancing is encouraged 

 

 

               

   Special Worship ServiceSpecial Worship ServiceSpecial Worship ServiceSpecial Worship Service 
 

 
Friday, December 31 from 6:00 pm to 6:00 am Saturday, January 1 

Vigil and Silent Communion: Our Lord encouraged his disciples to keep watch. A vigil is a 
period of purposeful sleeplessness, an occasion for devotional watching. Special vigils can be 
organized around a specific concern or issue in a local church. A New Year is always a concern, 
but, specifically, Sussex UMC is concerned about how our congregation can move forward with 
energy and confidence in the year ahead. And, so, I will be staging an all-night prayer vigil for the 
future of Sussex UMC from 6:00 pm on New Year's Eve until 6:00 am on New Year's Day. Any 
and all are invited to share this vigil with me for as little or as long as you feel willing or able. 
Classic vigil chorales by Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff will play in the background while Silent 
Communion will be available at the altar throughout the night. A special board will be available to 
post prayer requests that anyone would like to have lifted up during the vigil. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Un-Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, January 2 after Worship 

    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

            Christmas TreeChristmas TreeChristmas TreeChristmas Tree    OrnamentsOrnamentsOrnamentsOrnaments        
We are asking everyone who donated an ornament for our new tree to please let us know 
who it is from and the significance to you or your family. There is a basket with 3 x 5 cards 
in the Sanctuary on the corner of the railing that can be used for this, or you can mail or 
email the information to the church office. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

    2022 Offering Envelopes 
New envelopes are on the table outside the office. If you do not see a box with your 
name and would like to have them, please take one of the unassigned boxes and write 
your name by the corresponding number on the sheet provided.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~        

            AmazonSmile 
Sussex United Methodist Church has been issued a $35.36 donation 
from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile 
program activity from July 1 to September 30, 2021.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

         Community Banquet Returns in February 2022 
We have decided we will not start our banquets again until February as 
people will be getting together over the holidays, and by not having it in 
January it may help reduce the spread Covid.     

                                                                            
    



                                                                            Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)    
                                  www.noahs-ark-sussex.org       262.246.9650  

  

           Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center is Nationally Accredited through the 
           National Accreditation Commission Association for Early Learning Leaders. 

 

Employment Opportunities at The Ark 
In these troubled times, Noah's Ark is doing exceptionally well. But success has a price. Currently, the 
Ark is desperately seeking additional staff, full and part-time. Volunteers are also welcome. Full-time 
Ark employees qualify for health benefits and paid time off. A signing bonus is available. Contact 
Debbie Jansen for more information. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

UMCOR Disaster Response to Recent Tornados 
United Methodists in Kentucky, Tennessee and neighboring states are coming to terms with 
the devastation of a string of tornadoes December 10-11, while also mobilizing quickly to 
provide food, emergency shelter and other relief. 
 

The storm system that struck on Friday evening into Saturday morning - including one 
tornado that caused destruction across some 240 miles - is blamed for nearly 90 deaths. 
 

Please continue to hold victims, survivors and relief workers in your prayers and make a gift to 
UMCOR’s U.S. Disaster Response and Recovery Fund at https://umcmission.org/advance-
project/901670/. 
 

Additional Ways to Help: 
 
 

Contributions can be sent directly to the Tennessee-Western Kentucky Annual Conferences. (They 
are currently the Memphis and Tennessee Annual Conferences, but a merger is on the way)! You can 
find detailed information on their disaster relief efforts at: Disaster Response - (twkumc.org) 

 

One of our pastors, Dr. Jerome Sahabandu from Menomonee Falls Community UMC has had direct 
contact with the Mayfield, KY United Methodist Church. Their pastor, Rev. Joey Reed responded with 
this message: Jerome, I'm so happy to hear from you. We are so happy to hear of your 
prayers!  Please continue praying for our efforts to rebuild our small town. The city of Mayfield is a 
wonderful place, but we are hurting. We would be honored if you would give to the disaster relief fund 
at mayfieldfirst.com. Any gift of any size would be greatly appreciated ! Thank you again for reaching 
out! Joey Reed 
 

Mayfield UMC website is: Mayfield FUMC | Serving Christ in the Heart of the Purchase and their 
Facebook page is: (20+) Mayfield First United Methodist Church | Facebook 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

      Sussex Outreach Services 
262.246.9860   www.sussexareasos.org 

 
 

 

Sussex Outreach Services is currently operating as a drive thru, no contact food pantry 
We are open Monday 5:30-7pm, Wednesday 1-2:30pm and Saturday 10am to noon 

The Food Pantry will be closed New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day 

 

Only food donations are accepted at this time  
No clothing or household donations are being accepted 

SOS does not accept furniture 

 

Items currently needed include toiletries (shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, body wash, etc.), boxed 
potato sides, Hamburger Helper, jelly, jam,  baking items (flour, sugar, olive oil, etc.), diapers - larger 
sizes, Kleenex and paper towels. Thank you for your support! 

 

Donations may be dropped off at the Food Pantry Monday through Saturday 10:00 am to noon. 
Please use our back door on the East side of the building next to the roller door. Donations may also 
be placed in the collection barrels at the Sussex Piggly Wiggly and Pick ‘n Save.  



  ERAs Senior Network 
                   262.549.3348       www.Eras.org 

 
 
 
 

A faith-based, community-centered nonprofit organization serving Waukesha County, Wisconsin 
 

When volunteering with ERAs, you can decide how much or how little you would like to 
volunteer. When called for a specific task, you can say no if it does not fit into your schedule. 

 

Eras Senior Network is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to engage and support seniors, 
adults with disabilities, and family caregivers in leading meaningful lives. Seniors and adults with 
disabilities are supported by volunteers of all ages to help them maintain their independence. Eras 
helps individuals 55 and older stay engaged in their community through a variety of meaningful 
volunteer opportunities.  

 

If you or someone you know are in need of our services, please call us at 262.549.3348. 

 

 

Snow Removal is one of our biggest needs at Eras. Having a clear driveway is 
important for many reasons: the senior is less likely to fall, emergency personnel have 
easier access to the house, and Meals on Wheels can be delivered. Like our lawn 
mowing program, you would be assigned to a senior for the entire winter and shovel 
their driveway and/or sidewalk after it snows. Most clients have a shovel you can use, 
otherwise please bring your own. If you’ll be on vacation for part of the winter, don’t 
worry! We’ll find a sub for you!  

 

Pen Pals Do you like writing letters and want to volunteer from home? Help a 2nd - 5th grade student 
with their penmanship and build an intergenerational relationship as you exchange correspondence 
over the school year. At the end of the school year Pen Pals will meet their students at a meet and 
greet party. Volunteers are needed in both the Waukesha and Menomonee Falls School Districts. 
Contact Corinn Marich for more information at 262.522.2403 or Corinn.Marich@Eras.org. 

 

Readers Cafe is a fun volunteer opportunity for those who have a love for reading 
and working with elementary-aged students. This program encourages students’ 
interest in reading, while developing comprehension and social skills. Sign-up to read 
with students one-on-one or in groups of two during the students’ lunch and recess 
hour (about 1 hour.) Students enjoy bringing their lunch to the library and reading with their volunteer. 
This program typically runs for a 6-8 week session with multiple sessions in a year; sign up for as 
many as you’d like! Right now we are only recruiting volunteers in our Waukesha School District 
programs. Contact Corinn Marich at 262.522.2403 or Corinn.Marich@Eras.org.  
We are currently looking for volunteers at Hawthorne Elementary School for the following schedule: 

• Tuesdays, 11:45 am - 12:25 pm (2nd/3rd grade)  
• Session 1: January 11 - February 22, 2022  
• Session 2: March 1 - April 19, 2022 (no café on 3/22) 

 

History Program at Waukesha West High School The Intergenerational History Program fosters 
relationships and communication between high school students and older adults. Students gain a 
better understanding of our Nation’s history by learning from an older generation who have life 
experiences and wisdom to share. In turn, the senior volunteers gain a better perspective of the lives, 
attitudes, and intelligence of teenagers. Volunteers are matched with a small group of students (5-6) 
for each hour they volunteer, leading the students in discussion. Volunteers and students are given an 
article to read one week before the date of the program each month and some discussion questions 
that go along with the article. The program will run through May, meeting once a month for a total of 7 
sessions. 
 
 
 
 



  ERAs Senior Network 
                   262.549.3348       www.Eras.org 

       
Address and Mail Monthly Birthday Cards to clients and volunteers using supplies 
provided by Eras. This opportunity could be done from home or in the Eras Waukesha 
office. Volunteers would address, stamp, and mail the decorated cards to all clients and 
volunteers celebrating a birthday that month. If you are interested in helping please 
contact Marisa at 262.522.2402 or Marisa.Strothenke@Eras.org. 

 

Drivers Drive seniors and adults with disabilities to healthcare appointments and grocery stores. Only 
drive when you have the time! This opportunity is very flexible and can be scheduled week to week. If 
you are new to driving we have the following volunteer materials available at the Waukesha Office, 
2607 N Grandview Blvd, Suite 150, Waukesha, WI: 

• Handicap Parking Permit can be used when transporting clients who need closer building access 
• Volunteer Driver Car Sign to place on your dashboard to help clients identify your car  
• Photo ID Badge that will help identify you as an Eras volunteer. 
We are also looking for drivers interested in being regularly assigned to a client on a 
long-term basis. When the client calls to confirm their long-standing appointments, the 
regular driver will be contacted first to sign up for those events. Any event the regular 
driver is unable to fulfill will then be available for other volunteers to sign up.  

 

Friendly Phone Calls Make weekly phone calls to chat with our seniors and help brighten 
their day. Our aim is to decrease the feeling of loneliness while creating a sense of calm 
for our clients. We will also gain a better understanding of their needs during this time. 
Call 262.549.3348 or sign up on our website to volunteer. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Aging and Disability Resource Center of Waukesha County 
514 Riverview Avenue, Waukesha WI, 53188 

     Phone: 262.548.7848    waukeshacounty.gov/adrc 
 

Drivers are needed to help support Waukesha County’s Meals on Wheels program by delivering 
meals to eligible seniors. With seven locations throughout Waukesha County, you can choose which 
location works best for you. Meals are delivered Monday-Friday from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm. Volunteers 
are reimbursed for mileage.  

 

Home Delivered Meal Packers for the Meals on Wheels program are needed from 
9:30-11:00 at various locations throughout Waukesha County. Help out once a week or 
twice a month. Children ages 14-17 are allowed but must be accompanied by a parent 
or responsible adult at all times. A completed application and background screening are 
required for this position. Please contact Sherry Williams at 262.548.7829 or 
kstraw@waukeshacounty.gov. 

 

Senior Dining Center As dining centers begin to re-open, volunteers are needed to help serve 
community seniors at one of our 10 congregate senior dining centers in the county. Volunteers also 
assist with participant registration and packing home delivered meals. 

 

Health Promotion Program Leader volunteers help educate seniors to a healthy way of 
life. Under the direction of the Community Health Education Coordinator you will be trained 
to lead one of our health promotion programs. Program topics include balance, healthy 
eating, boosting brain function, caregiving, and living well with chronic conditions. 

 

More information about these and other volunteer opportunities can be found on our website 
waukeshacounty.gov/adrc or mealsonwheelsamerica.org or by calling 262.548.7848. 

 

 



Opportunities for SUMC Nurture, Outreach and Witness (NOW) 

Crafts for a Cause is a fun and friendly group who makes prayer shawls, lapghans, and prayer 
squares. Please consider taking one of the easy patterns in the folder on the shelf outside the office 
and making something at home. You can also help by donating yarn.  

 

Prayer Shawls are available for you to take at any time. The display is set 
up outside the church office.  

 

Prayer Squares are small knit or crocheted squares (about 18”- 20” square) 
to offer to those parents whose babies do not survive the birthing process.  

 

Lap Robes are for persons confined to wheelchairs that are often chilly and appreciate a hand 
crafted blanket to keep their legs and laps warm. Blankets may be knit or crocheted. Size should 
be from 25” x 36” to 30” x 40”.  

 

Kingdom Workers If you need help with a project around the house that you are unable 
to tackle yourself (cleaning gutters, washing windows, small painting projects), contact 
Pat Keller, Roberta, or Pastor Jim. Your needs will be assessed and a crew will be 
established to assist you whenever possible. If you are willing to assist when there is a 
need, let us know to add your name to the list. 

 

Naomi’s Cupboard This ministry of caring for those recovering from illness or surgery 
is still active. If you need help as you recover, please contact Verda, the church office 
or Pastor Jim and meals and other help needed will be arranged. If you are willing to 
provide meals, please let us know to add your name to the list.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Giving Funds to the Church Without Giving Cash 
 
 

Sussex United Methodist Church has been issued a $35.36 donation from the AmazonSmile 
Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile program activity from July 1 to September 30, 2021.   
 
Amazon’s sister website Smile.Amazon.com offers the same goods, prices and shipping as Amazon 
with a big bonus. If you sign on to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Sussex United Methodist Church 
as your designated charity a percentage of your Amazon purchases will be directly donated to our 
church. Just be sure you choose the church in Sussex, WI as there is another Sussex UMC in 
another state! 
 
 
 
 
 
Scrip gift card purchasing is a great way to benefit the church. There is a six page list of participating 
retailers that will sell you gift cards then donate a portion back to our church. You can get a copy of 
the Scrip vendors from the table outside the offices and choose your gift cards. Then give me a list 
along with a check made out to SUMC for the total and I can order the cards for you. Or, sign on to 
Shopwithscrip.com and set up an account for yourself. Make your account Presto Pay and order 
your cards online. Our church enrollment number is FC24B7A136863. You will need this number 
to designate your orders go to SUMC. Scrip will then take the correct amount of your purchase out of 
your account and deposit the profit right in our SUMC checking account. I will process your order and 
deliver your cards to you either way. Before I can process orders I do need a large enough quantity to 
cover shipping so the more people that order the more often I can order and the more profit we can 
make. We are going to designate the Scrip profits to specific needs within our church. 
 
 
 

Questions? Please contact Debbie Jansen at 262.617.5748 or dandjjansen@gmail.com. 
 
 



 
 

 

Sussex United Methodist Church  

Rev. Jim Altman, Pastor  

N63 W23523 Main Street, Sussex WI 53089 

Website:         www.sussexumc.org 

Office Phone: 262.246.3748 

Office Email:  sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Mon. Tue. Thur. 

                      9:00 am - 12:00 pm Wed. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
 
 

Find Sussex United Methodist Church on 
Facebook to hear a hymn, read a summary of 
the sermon, and see what Scripture was read 
on Sunday. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If you would like to have an 
article posted in our monthly 
newsletter, please submit it 
to the church office by the 
21st of the month. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PRAYER FAMILIES 
The purpose of the prayer families is to share 
our concern and support at times other than 
during a crisis. Ways to do that are to include 
the person or family in your prayers during the 
week. You may wish to let them know that they 
are in your thoughts by sending a note, talking 
to them at church or a telephone call. The 
names are chosen at random, but sometimes 
seem by design, in that it has come at a 
particularly appropriate time for them.  
 
 

January 2 Ken Lauterbach 
 Mike & Cindy Brown 
January 9 Kelly Jagelski 
 Adam & Nicola Nielsen 
January 16 Russ & Liz Fuher 
 Lucas & Courtney Keller 
January 23 Russell & Delores Naragon 
 Dean & Barbara Molstad 
January 30 Dean & Barbara Hubbard 
 Billy & Jen Mochman 

January Birthdays  
    4 Chris Barnard 
    7 Stephanie Keller 
  13 Jennifer Johnson 
  16  Tom Brecklin 
  16 Vivian Christiansen 
  19 Megan Nielsen 
  25 Sarah Lane 
  28 Carl Barnard 
  30 Kathryn Povletich 
 

 
 

   
 
  

   

 

 

January Anniversaries 

      14 Gabe & Nancy Kolesari 
  

 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Are you an Online Banker? 

Do you pay any of your bills online through 
your bank? Did you know that you could set up 
Sussex United Methodist Church as a payee 
and a check could come weekly, bi-weekly or 
monthly - at no additional cost to you? 

 

What benefits are there to doing this? One of 
the most important would be convenience. 
Perhaps you have other commitments on 
Sunday morning but still wish to support the 
well-being of your church. Or sometimes it is a 
scramble to get out of the house and you forgot 
to write your offering check. 
 

Whatever the reason, consider 
looking into this option. The church 
needs your financial support. And if 
you can't make it on Sunday, you are 
still doing what you can financially. 
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Sunday Morning Schedule  

9:00 am Traditional Worship   
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