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What would be the perfect gift? If you’re familiar with “A Christmas Story,” you know Ralphie’s
dream gift was a Daisy Red-Rider BB Rifle. Everyone warned him that he would “shoot his eye out,” but he
did not waver in his yearning. On Christmas morning, amongst the presents, his dream comes true. Dressed in
only his pajamas, robe, and slippers, he takes his BB rifle out back into the snow, where he promptly shoots
himself in the eye. Luckily, he’s wearing glasses.
I remember those Christmas dream-gifts that I was sure that I wouldn’t survive without. I would prepare
a Christmas wish-list and even shop the catalogs to find the most economical sources. But, like Mick Jagger, “I
couldn’t always get what I wanted.” But often enough I did. Funny, how the joy of those “perfect gifts” rarely
lasted until New Year’s Day. Eventually, I grew up and stopped making lists of what I wanted and started to
make lists of what I wanted to give to others for Christmas. But, it was still all about finding that “perfect gift.”
Truly, as Paul says in Acts 20:35, “It is more blessed (and much more fun) to give than it is to receive.” There
is much more joy to be had in delighting another with the “perfect gift.” And the joy tends to last longer than
January 1st, but then by January 31st, the expense of those “perfect gifts” shows up on those credit card
statements. And February can be a pretty bleak month for those who tried to find the “perfect gift” for everyone
on their gift list.
I am reminded of a story about King David in II Samuel 7. He’s settled in his house and God gives him
rest from his enemies, so he begins to think about building the perfect house for God, an elaborate temple. But
God’s reply is that there is no temple, no gift so perfect that it could exceed what God and David already had
together in mutual love. So, the message to us is that before we drain a bank account or amass a small fortune
in debt, consider that there is no more perfect gift that we can give each other than to be true to the love we have
with each other. The best present we can give at any time of year is to be fully present to the people we love.
The gifts that last are not Daisy Red-Rider BB rifles (we’ll only shoot our eyes out), nor are they made of silver
or gold or studded with diamonds. The gifts that endure forever are made of faith, hope, and love and they’re
not found in Walmart, Kohl’s, Menards, or even Fleet-Farm. The true perfect gift is to be present in love to
those whom we care about. We can be perfect presents just by being truly present.

Pastor Jim
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A Note of Thanks
Dear Members,
Thanks for all your cards. It made my move to Antigo a little easier. I miss you and
thanks for the memories. Bless you all.
Joyce Zillmer
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advent by Candlelight
SUMW presents the Christmas Story
Monday, December 10 at 7 pm
SUMW invites all women to join us for an evening of fellowship and dessert.
Host a table of friends or come as our guest. And as always, invite a friend!
If you would like to host a table please bring a dessert, decorate a table and
invite friends. You may use your own dishes or those provided by SUMW.
Any questions? See Jill Lane.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Special Worship Services
Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm
Traditional Candlelight Service with Communion
Monday, December 31 from 6:00 pm to 6:00 am Tuesday, January 1
Vigil and Silent Communion: Our Lord encouraged his disciples to keep watch. A vigil is a
period of purposeful sleeplessness, an occasion for devotional watching. Special vigils can be
organized around a specific concern or issue in a local church. A New Year is always a concern,
but, specifically, Sussex UMC is concerned about how our congregation can move forward with
energy and confidence in the year ahead. And, so, I will be staging an all-night prayer vigil for the
future of Sussex UMC from 6:00 pm on New Year's Eve until 6:00 am on New Year's Day. Any
and all are invited to share this vigil with me for as little or as long as you feel willing or able.
Classic vigil chorales by Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninoff will play in the background while Silent
Communion will be available at the altar throughout the night. A special board will be available to
post prayer requests that anyone would like to have lifted up during the vigil.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Please join us in welcoming new members
JoLene Jannsen and Mike Jacobs
to our SUMC family
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Scrip Orders for the Holidays
We are changing the Scrip order schedule for the holidays. We will do a regular order
November 28 and an extra order Monday, December 17, so people can have the
cards to give for Christmas. All of this will be dependent on getting enough orders to
cover shipping and make a profit. Please see Debbie Jansen with any questions.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December 13 (no duties)
December 27 - No Banquet
5:30 pm

St. James Church
W220 N6588 Town Line Road
Menomonee Falls WI

Community Banquet is a free meal offered twice a month on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at St. James
Church to serve a nutritious hot meal and time of fellowship to any who choose to attend. Volunteers
from community churches take turns providing the meals, serving and cleaning up.

2019 Offering Envelopes
New offering envelopes are now ready for you to pick up at church. If you do not see
a box of envelopes with your name and you would like to have them, please take one
of the unassigned boxes and write your name and the envelope number on the sheet provided. If you
have any questions, please see Natalie or Roberta.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MMDC Donated Over 9,000 Kits after Wisconsin Flooding
When the floods hit Wisconsin, Midwest Mission responded within 24 hours. On September 4,
2018, they donated a total of 2,555 hygiene kits; 5,040 cleaning kits (flood buckets) and 2,060
school kits to the Wisconsin Disaster Relief Distribution Center to support local communities
after receiving rainfall that caused flood damage to multiple counties in the area.
The hygiene kits gave individuals the essential hygiene items while they were in shelters. The
cleaning kits were there for families to start the clean-up process in their homes and will be used by
United Methodist Emergency Response Teams (ERTs) from around the county. The school kits
helped replenish school supplies and book bags for 2,060 children that had lost their book bags due
to the flood.
Midwest Mission will continue to monitor and take calls for support as any type of disaster takes place
in the world. Learn more about MMDC at midwestmission.org.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sussex Outreach Services

262.246.9860

www.sussexareasos.org

Mitten tree
Noah’s Ark and SUMC will once again be collecting hats, mittens and scarves for the Sussex
Food Pantry. Our mitten tree will go up at the side church entrance Sunday, November 25
after worship and can be decorated with new or handmade cold weather items for both
children and adults. If donating mittens for children, waterproof mittens are appreciated.
The first set of donations will be taken to the food pantry Thursday, December 13, just in
time for their Christmas distribution. Any items put on the tree after that date will be delivered
before Christmas. If you would like to put a present under the tree, non-perishable food
donations are appreciated.
Operation Warm Coat Drive
Sussex Outreach Services is looking for new and gently worn winter clothing to keep our clients warm
this winter. Coats, hats, gloves, snow pants, and boots are accepted.
Collection ends December 14
Donate at our bins at the following businesses:
North Shore Bank
Pick ‘n Save
Shopko
Piggly Wiggly
Starbucks
Anytime Fitness
Cash donations are also accepted and are tax deductible
Other items needed at the Pantry include canned fruit (peaches), applesauce, jelly, jam, canned
pork & beans, sloppy joe mix, canned gravy, syrup, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo
and conditioner
SUMC’s next volunteer day at the Pantry is Saturday, December 1 from 9:00 am to Noon. To be
sure the Food Pantry is well staffed, each church within the Cooperating Churches of Sussex (CCOS)
is assigned one day a month to provide three people to assist their volunteers. SUMC provides our
team on the first Saturday of each month from 9:00 am to noon. If you would like to volunteer please
sign up on the clipboard at Church or contact Annita Moore.

Annual Holiday Brunch, Christmas Cookie Sale and Christmas Bazaar
Lisbon Presbyterian Church
Sunday, December 9 from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
N250 W7095 Hillside Road, Sussex
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Christmas Meals for Homebound and Needy
Hosted by St. William Parish in Waukesha
Most of us are fortunate to have family and friends to share the holidays with. But there
are many individuals in our area who are either homebound or alone, or just having a
hard time making ends meet. This is especially true in economically deprived areas.
On Christmas Day we will be delivering a FREE Christmas meal to anyone who may be in this
situation. The meals are prepared by volunteers at St. William’s Church and are available to be
delivered or picked up between 11:00 am and 1:15 pm. If you or someone you know is in this
situation, please contact Marcia Slowinski at 262.798.1520 to arrange for a meal and we’ll make sure
they receive a warm Christmas dinner and friendly visit. We can accept requests through Friday,
December 14. Please help us meet the needs of those whose hunger for food and friendship are so
much greater than our own.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Opportunities for SUMC Nurture, Outreach and Witness (NOW)
Crafts for a Cause We are a fun and friendly group who meet at the church twice a month on
Wednesday evening to make prayer shawls, lapghans, and prayer squares. Please join us! If you
cannot join us, please consider taking one of the easy patterns in the folder on the shelf outside the
office and making something at home. You can also help by donating yarn. This month’s meetings
are Wednesdays December 12 and 26 at 6:30 pm in the Adult Room.
Prayer Shawls are available for you to take at any time. The display is set
up outside the church office.
Prayer Squares are small knit or crocheted squares (about 18”- 20”
square) to offer to those parents whose babies do not survive the birthing
process.
Lap Robes are for persons confined to wheelchairs that are often chilly and appreciate a hand
crafted blanket to keep their legs and laps warm. Blankets may be knit or crocheted. Size should
be from 25” x 36” to 30” x 40”.
Kingdom Workers If you need help with a project around the house that you are unable
to tackle yourself (cleaning gutters, washing windows, small painting projects), contact
Pat Keller, Roberta, or Pastor Jim. Your needs will be assessed and a crew will be
established to assist you whenever possible. If you are willing to assist when there is a
need, let us know to add your name to the list.
Naomi’s Cupboard This ministry of caring for those recovering from illness or surgery
is still active. If you need help as you recover, please contact Verda, the church office
or Pastor Jim and meals and other help needed will be arranged. If you are willing to
provide meals, please let us know to add your name to the list.

ERAs Senior Network
262.549.3348
www.ERAsWaukesha.org
A faith-based, community-centered nonprofit organization serving Waukesha County, Wisconsin
When volunteering with ERAs, you can decide how much or how little you would like to
volunteer. When called for a specific task, you can say no if it does not fit into your schedule.
Volunteer Opportunities:
Holiday Giving Program We need your help to make the Holiday Giving Program a success again
this year! In recent years, our grant funding for the Holiday Giving Program has declined. This means
the self-sufficiency packages we give to 400-500 seniors and adults with disabilities living on a fixed
income contain fewer gifts. Items we are collecting are $10 Walgreens Gift Cards, $10 Pick ‘n Save
Gift Cards, $10 Walmart Gift Cards, $5 McDonald’s Gift Cards, books of forever stamps, and thin
puzzle books. All items are due December 10, 2018. Thank you for helping make the holidays
brighter for people in Waukesha County who may not otherwise receive a gift.
New This Year Volunteers are needed to hand-deliver Holiday Giving care packages to our clients on
Saturday, December 15. Packages will be available for pick-up at Gethsemane United Methodist
Church in Pewaukee between noon and 2pm and must be delivered that day. You will receive the
names and addresses of recipients and can choose the number of packages you’d like to deliver.
This is a great opportunity for a family, youth group, or anyone looking to connect with community
members who typically spend their holiday alone.
Winter Snow Removal We are looking for volunteers to adopt the driveway of a senior or
adult with a disability for the winter season. Each time there is a snowfall, the volunteer will
shovel their assigned driveway and walkway. Meals on Wheels cannot deliver meals if the
recipient's walkway is not shoveled. This is a great opportunity for a group who can either
serve together or take turns.
Clerical Work and Data Entry Eras staff members are in need of someone to help in the main office
with various clerical tasks. Volunteer once a week for 2 - 4 hours (depending on what is needed) to
help with scanning, filing, and data entry.
Santa 5K Run/Walk The event occurs the morning of Sunday, December 2, 2018. We are
still looking for volunteers to help as Route Guides to hold signs, cheer on runners, and
help ensure participants find their way along the route. Contact Heather Uzowulu at
Heather@ErasWaukesha.org.
LifeStriders is a non-profit organization that provides life-enhancing, physical and psychological
experiences and services to individuals with special needs. Through Equine-Assisted Therapy,
children and adults can experience the beneficial physical and mental benefits achieved through the
human-horse connection. LifeStriders is currently seeking volunteers to help in their riding classes as
leaders and side walkers. Leaders will lead the horses during lessons, and side walkers
will help facilitate the tasks given by the instructor and converse with the riders. They train
all volunteers how to work with both riders and horses, so no experience is necessary.
Interested in volunteering? Contact Amber Osterberger at amber@lifestriders.org or
262.565.6124 ext. 0 for more information.
Waukesha County Museum is looking for a variety of volunteers from docents to presenters of
Museum to Go! Program, and even volunteers to sit at the greeters desk during business hours
(Wednesdays - Saturdays from 10 am - 4 pm). Most opportunities are flexible!
Volunteer from Home Call clients to talk with them or just make sure they are doing okay.

ERAs Senior Network

262.549.3348

www.ERAsWaukesha.org

Urgent Ongoing Need for Volunteer Drivers We are in need of more drivers to help transport
seniors and adults with disabilities to their healthcare appointments and the grocery store. Worried
about making a commitment every week? Only drive when you have the time! This opportunity is very
flexible and can be scheduled week to week. Areas of need include Waukesha,
Menomonee Falls, New Berlin, Oconomowoc, and Brookfield.
Sussex and Hartland Meal Drivers Deliver meals to homebound seniors in Sussex
and Hartland weekdays between 11:00 am and 1:00 pm. Mileage reimbursement provided. Must be
at least 18 years of age, show proof of car insurance, and have a valid Wisconsin driver’s license.
Contact Anna for more details at 262.522.2402 or AnnaR@ERAsWaukesha.org.
Volunteers age 18 years and older are welcome to participate in all programs as volunteers of
ERAs Senior Network. Volunteers age 55 years and older are encouraged to become RSVP
members. Special youth volunteer opportunities are also available.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center (NACLC)
www.noahs-ark-sussex.org

262.246.9650

Noah’s Ark Christian Learning Center is Nationally Accredited through the
National Accreditation Commission Association for Early Learning Leaders.
The goal of Noah's Ark Christian Learning Center is to produce happy, intelligent, well-adjusted
children. Here you will find a nurturing, educational environment for children of ages 6 weeks to 12
years. Classes include infant, toddler, preschool, 4-K, as well as before and after-school programs.
We recognize that each child has unique talents, learning styles and personalities. Our highlyqualified teachers and staff are committed to working within each child's comfort zone to ensure
optimal social, emotional and educational results. Classes are kept to a low student-teacher ratio.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Giving Funds to the Church Without Giving Cash
SUMC received a $22.52 donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of
AmazonSmile program activity between July 1 and September 30, 2018.
Amazon’s sister website Smile.Amazon.com offers the same goods, prices and shipping with a big
bonus. If you sign on to Smile.Amazon.com and choose Sussex United Methodist Church as your
designated charity a percentage of your Amazon purchases will be directly donated to our church.
Just be sure you choose the church in Sussex, WI as there is another Sussex UMC in another state!

Scrip gift card purchasing is a great way to benefit the church. There is a six page list of participating
retailers that will sell you gift cards then donate a portion back to our church. You can get a copy of
the Scrip vendors from the table outside the offices and choose your gift cards. Then give me a list
along with a check made out to SUMC for the total and I can order the cards for you. Or, sign on to
Shopwithscrip.com and set up an account for yourself. Make your account Presto Pay and order
your cards online. Our church enrollment number is FC24B7A136863. You will need this number
to designate your orders go to SUMC. Scrip will then take the correct amount of your purchase out of
your account and deposit the profit right in our SUMC checking account. I will process your order and
deliver your cards to you either way. Before I can process orders I do need a large enough quantity to
cover shipping so the more people that order the more often I can order and the more profit we can
make. We are going to designate the Scrip profits to specific needs within our church.
Questions? Please contact Debbie Jansen at 262.617.5748 or dandjjansen@sbcglobal.net.

South East District Church and Clergy Prayer List
Following is a list of the South East District churches and clergy that we will pray for in
December. Please pray for each church or charge during their special week.
November 26 - December 2: Jackson: Still Waters Community, their pastors Lori Lossie and Andrew
Jones, and their 629 members. Jackson: Still Waters Community is located at 3617 Scenic Rd. PO
Box 406, Jackson, WI 53037.
December 3 - December 9: Janesville: Asbury, their pastor Will Jewson, and their 188 members.
Janesville: Asbury is located at 1810 Kellogg Ave., Janesville, WI 53546.
December 10 - December 16: Janesville: Cargill, their pastors Susan Lockman and Seongmin Kim,
and their 894 members. Janesville: Cargill is located at 2000 Wesley Ave., Janesville, WI 53545.
December 17 - December 23: Janesville: Mt. Zion - Janesville: Hispanic Ministry, their pastor Carlos
Careaga, and their 59 members. Mt. Zion is located at 1230 Mt. Zion Ave., Janesville, WI 53546.
December 24 - December 30: Jefferson: Immanuel, their pastor Kellen Roggenbuck, and their 71
members. Jefferson: Immanuel is located at 201 E Racine St., Jefferson, WI 53549.
December 31 - January 6: Kenosha: First, their pastors Susan Patterson-Sumwalt and Justin Lowe,
and their 460 members. Kenosha: First is located at 919 60th St., Kenosha, WI 53140.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Are you an Online Banker?
Do you pay any of your bills online through your bank? You can set up Sussex United
Methodist Church as a payee and a check could come weekly, bi-weekly or monthly - at
no additional cost to you. This is a great way to support the well-being of your church.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Pray for those whose lives have been impacted by
this disaster. Please also pray for Early Response
Teams, disaster coordinators and the many volunteers
who are working tirelessly to provide relief.
2. Make relief kits. Download the packing list and
shipping label at umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies.
3. Give to UMCOR’s relief and recovery efforts at
umcor.org/donate (U.S. Disaster Response, Advance
#901670; International Disaster Response, Advance
#982450; Undesignated, Advance #999895).
4. Donate requested items only. To keep relief
supplies in stock, give to Material Resources,
Advance #901440 at umcor.org/donate.
5. Please wait for an invitation to volunteer.

Sussex United Methodist Church
Rev. Jim Altman, Pastor
N63 W23523 Main Street, Sussex WI 53089
Website:

www.sussexumc.org

Office Phone: 262.246.3748
Office Email: sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com
Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm Mon. Tue. Thur.
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Wed.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

December Birthdays
2
3
8
8
11
17
18
22
28
29

Susan Keller
Tim Jansen
Jill Lane
Jim Lucchesi
Dean Hubbard
Steve Vowels
Liz Fuher
Lesa Povletich
Brian McFarland
John Scaffidi

Find Sussex United Methodist Church on
Facebook to hear a hymn, read a summary of
the sermon, and see what Scripture was read
on Sunday.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you would like to have an
article posted in our monthly
newsletter, please submit it
to the church office by the
21st of the month.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PRAYER FAMILIES
The purpose of the prayer families is to share
our concern and support at times other than
during a crisis. Ways to do that are to include
the person or family in your prayers during the
week. You may wish to let them know that they
are in your thoughts by sending a note, talking
to them at church or a telephone call. The
names are chosen at random, but sometimes
seem by design, in that it has come at a
particularly appropriate time for them.
December 2
December 9
December 16
December 23
December 30

Ella Reisner
Jim Altman
Jeff & Debbie Jansen
Eric & Robin Grismer
Kevin & Kim Angelroth
Verda Riley
Bub & Midge Morris
Jason & Amber Enderle
Pete & Nancy Kopfhammer
Carrie Bromberg

December Anniversaries

SUSSEX UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
N63 W23523 MAIN STREET
SUSSEX WI 53089

Sunday Morning Schedule
9:00 am Traditional Worship
9:00 am Sunday School (Sept - May)
Rev. Jim Altman, Pastor
sussexmethodistchurch@gmail.com
www.sussexumc.org
262.246.3748

