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Recently, the above picture has been going around on social 
media (again, as it happens). And everything about it is true: 
Though in our minds, we believe they all existed in different 
ages, all three were born in 1929 and would be the same age if 
alive today.  
 
A lot of people are surprised at this fact (me included) and at 
how we tend to group people into different “times”. We think 
of Anne Frank as older than the others because we associate 
her with the World War II era; Dr. King belongs to the late 
1950s and early 1960s in our minds; Barbara Walters is a part 
of the 1970s and 1980s to us for her interviews. And yet, as it 
says, all three were born in the same year. It’s an interesting 
game that our minds play with us.  
 
And yet, when I thought about it, what was most interesting to 
me was the fact that while they were all born in the same year, 
their gifts and skills all emerged at different times in their 
lives. Because of her situation in occupied Holland, Anne 
Frank’s gifts emerged in her teenage years, where with clarity 
she gave us insight into the horror of those times, yet with 
startling hope for a better world. Dr. King’s gifts for oratory 
and organization against the racist segregation of his times 
emerged in his mid-20s, when he gave us the hope that we 
could be live up to our national promise. Barbara Walters’ 
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gifts for seemingly quaint yet penetrating interviews 
emerged in her 50s, but when they did, they brought hope to 
others, by challenging oppressive rulers around the world.  
 
It makes me realize that our gifts don’t emerge at the same 
time for everyone. Sometimes God springs those gifts on us 
early in our lives, while at other times God makes us wait for 
those gifts to emerge. It all depends on when God needs us.  
 
And then the question that came to my mind was “What gifts 
of God are still within us, waiting for God’s need for them to 
emerge?” What gifts might be in you that still need to come 
out to bring hope to others in this world?  
 
What gifts are still in you waiting to come out? Maybe that’s 
something for all of us to pray about as we think about the 
new year ahead of us.  
  
 

Blessings & Peace  
Keith  
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 

Community Christian Concern 
“Touching One Life At A Time” 

2515 Carey St., Slidell, LA  70458  
985-646-0357 

 

Community Christian Concern & Miramon Center (CCC) offers 
emergency basic need to families in Slidell/Pearl River & tran-
sitional men's facility.   

We, at FPC, support the local CCC by contributing funds, food, 
and McDonald gift cards monthly.  

If you have non-perishable food items to donate, place them in 
one of the blue bins in either of the church foyers & we will de-
liver to CCC. Soup is a main staple for some during the winter 
season and is extremely popular during super bowl season, 
though any and all donations are appreciated. 

If your contribution is monetary, note CCC or McDonalds gift 
card on your check or envelope. 

Thanks for all those who continue to contribute! 

 
Help Feed the Hungry 
Saturday, March 7 
(Feb. 1 Cancelled) 
9 a.m. till Noon. 

Mount Olive 
Feeding Ministry 

2457 2nd St, Slidell, LA 
70458  
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Our church’s Annual Meeting will be held on  
Sunday, February 9th, during worship. 

 

We will see where we’ve been over the last year and where we 
hope to be going in the year ahead and the years to come.  

 

Please make plans to worship with us as we show our 
gratitude to God for the grace shown to us in 2019.  

 

 
 

This month’s fellowship dinner 
is on Wednesday, Feb. 12th 

at 6 pm in the fellowship hall 
 

 

 
Menu: Lasagna, salad, green beans, and dessert. 

All are welcome to attend! 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

Happy Birthday! 
Sue Cartmill Feb 2 
Glen Carson Feb 8 
Joanne Gay Feb 8 
Michael Clark Feb 9 
Richard Dickey Feb 10 
Charles Oneill Feb 11 
Margie Wood Feb 11 

 

Feb. 14th is Valentine’s Day—Who is St Valentine? 
 

A common hagiography describes Saint Valentine as a priest of Rome or 
as the former Bishop of Terni, an important town of Umbria, in cen-
tral Italy. While under house arrest of Judge Asterius, and discussing his 
faith with him, Valentinus (the Latin version of his name) was discuss-
ing the validity of Jesus. The judge put Valentinus to the test and 
brought to him the judge's adopted blind daughter. If Valentinus suc-
ceeded in restoring the girl's sight, Asterius would do whatever he asked. 
Valentinus, praying to God, laid his hands on her eyes and the child's 
vision was restored. Immediately humbled, the judge asked Valentinus 
what he should do. Valentinus replied that all of the idols around the 
judge's house should be broken, and that the judge should fast for three 
days and then undergo the Christian sacrament of baptism. The judge 
obeyed and, as a result, freed all the Christian inmates under his author-
ity. The judge, his family, and his forty-four member household (family 
members and servants) were baptized.[25] Valentinus was later arrested 
again for continuing to evangelize and was sent to the prefect of Rome, 
to the emperor Claudius Gothicus (Claudius II) himself. Claudius took 
a liking to him until Valentinus tried to convince Claudius to embrace 
Christianity, whereupon Claudius refused and condemned Valentinus 
to death, commanding that Valentinus either renounce his faith or he 
would be beaten with clubs and beheaded. Valentinus refused and 
Claudius' command was executed outside the Flaminian Gate February 
14, 269  
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bernard & JoAnn Gomez – health concerns 
Bob Clifton – health concerns 
The Family and Friends of Lisa Meredith’s father – on his passing 
Gloria Vinson (Barbara and Laurie’s Aunt) – health concerns 
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn’s Parents) – health concerns 
Don Simmons (friend of George’s) – health concerns 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Royce Cannon – recovering from back surgery 
Sue Cartmill – health concerns 
Joel Clifton (son of Bob & Helen) – health concerns 
Henry Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Nancy Armond (friend of Dussor’s) – recovering from surgery, both legs 
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular atrophy 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Paula Gunn – at home 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Elwin Washburn (Brother of Vivian Huntington) parkinson’s 
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders,  
& Diplomatic Persons – Serving around the world 

 

If you know of a person who should be added to or kept on the prayer list,  
please let the church secretary know.  Thank you. 
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LECTIONARY READINGS 
       

 
 
 
 

 

Feb 2  
Mica 6: 1-8 
1 Corinthians 1: 18-31 
Matthew 5: 1-12 
Sermon:   Blessed are the Upsidedown 

 

Feb 9 
Isaiah 58: 1-12 
1 Corinthians 2: 1-16 
Matthew 5: 13-20 
Sermon:   A Little of You Goes a Long Way  

 

Feb 16 
Deuteronomy 30: 15-20 
1 Corinthians 3: 1-9 
Matthew 5: 21-37 
Sermon:    …. But I Say to You….. Love  
 

Feb 23 
Exodus 24:12-18 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 
Sermon:    Transfiguration Sunday  
 

 

Bold indicates preliminary sermon title and principle  
scriptural passages. 
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CHURCH FINANCES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2019 Income & Expenses 

 
   Income:  $  99,620.80 
Expenses:  $ 120,539.90 

 
Income/Expenses $ -20,919.10 

 

Jesus is an investment 
that never loses interest. 
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Our next Presbytery Meeting will be held on  
Tuesday, February 18th 

@ First Presbyterian Church, Hammond, LA 

MINISTRY NEWS 

Responders Schedule  
   for February 
 

Accompanist: Kyle Cripps 
Communion Prep: Margie Wood 
Greeters: Magda Angle, Dick Dickey 
Lay Leaders: 

Feb 2 Wilma Dickey 
Feb 9 Jeff McDowell 
Feb 16 Samantha Gossoo 
Feb 23 Dawn Dussor 

Photographer: Jim Veitch 
Snack Preparation: JoAnne Gay 
Video/Webmaster: Glen Carson 
Worship Audio-Visual: Larry Gay 
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HOLY HUMOR 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 
One Great  

Shower of Herring   
 

It’s almost time for One Great 
Shower of Herring! Each year our 
church supplies fish collection boxes 
and a giving calendar to help children 

understand the needs of others in the world and involve them 
in the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
 

Since we are all “children of God”, you should each take a fish 
box home and follow the calendar, or put in loose change, or 
however else you want to fill them up. We’ll collect them the 
week after Easter in a special One Great Shower of Herring col-
lection.  

 

Journey to the Cross 
Most of us know about the lighting 
of the Advent wreath as we move 
towards Christmas. It's a lovely way 
to mark the brightening of our 
world and lives with the coming 
birth and return of Jesus.  
 

In counterpoint, for the past few years, we have engaged in a 
new discipleship practice in worship during the Lenten season 
of extinguishing candles each week to mark Jesus' journey to 
his death on the Cross. Many people have found it a meaning-
ful addition to help us mark Lent.  
 

On March 1st, we will once again mark our Lenten journey 
with Jesus to the Cross with our Time of Lenten Discipleship 
during worship. 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHOS) 
celebrated 70 years in 2019. The first 
radio broadcast of OGHOS was in 1949 
appealing for war relief in Europe and 
Asia. In the 1950s, OGHOS is received 
in Presbyterian Churches from Lent 
through Easter for overseas relief, re-
sponse to disasters, interchurch aid, and 
refugee resettlement. In the 1960s, waves 

of Cuban immigrants coming to Florida and the nations focus on 
poverty signal inclusion of domestic concerns in OGHOS. In 1969, 
the Presbyterian church in the US becomes the first denomination 
to declare hunger a top priority and establishes a task force on 
world hunger. In 1970s, the hunger program and self development 
of people are included in OGHOS, spurred on by the pressure for 
civil rights. In the 1980s, Presbyterians gave over $93 million 
through OGHOS for disaster recovery, refugee resettlement, re-
sponse to hunger and development. In the 1990s, the faithfulness 
of Presbyterians through OGHOS along with partnerships around 
the world enable a quick response to devastating disasters and to 
undergird people’s own development efforts through Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger program and Self De-
velopment of People. In 2005, New Orleans residents were assisted 
with funds from OGHOS.  In 2010, following the earthquake in 
Haiti, more than 10,000 families received tools and indigenous 
seeds using funds given by Presbyterians. From 2000-2018, Presbyte-
rians have given more than $150 million to One Great Hour of 
Sharing.  
Through PC(USA), the contributions are split between the  Presby-
terian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the Self Development of People 
(SDOP), and the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP). Mid-March 
through Easter, special moments for mission will let us know how 
we can help share Christ’s love with others. Please consider giving 
generously to this important offering.  
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Service T
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es: 
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m

. 
W

orship – 10:15 a.m
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