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Social Distancing. Self-Isolation. 
Self-Quarantine. Transmittal 
Rate. PPE. M95 Masks. “Stay-at-
Home” Order. Flatten-the-Curve. 
COVID-19. Coronavirus. 
 

It’s amazing how in just one 
month our lives could be turned 
so completely upside-down and 

that words we didn’t even use before could become part of our 
everyday vocabulary. I guarantee that few of us knew what any 
of those terms meant back in December. In fact, back then, if 
someone talked about a “novel virus” most of us would have 
thought they were talking about a new thriller coming out. Yet 
now, we know what most of them mean and what it means for 
our lives. 
 

And sadly, little of what we know is “good” right now. 
 

The coronavirus has upended our lives more than anything else 
in our lives ever has. Even after the tragic events of 9/11, we 
could still gather together for comfort, for support, for the daily 
rituals of life (church, sports, family events) that help us deal 
with the world. The coronavirus however attacked us at the 
very place of our humanity: Our togetherness. 
 

Looking at the human in Genesis 2, God said “It is not good for 
the human to be alone”, and truly it isn’t. We need each other in 
times of crisis, uncertainty, and anxiety to care for and support 
one another. Yet now, that essence of our humanity is what can 
deliver the enemy to us. It truly is a frightening and uncertain 
time, and perhaps will be for a long time to come. 
 

Yet it is in these times when it is incumbent upon us to be who 
Christ is re-creating us to be. To paraphrase Thomas Paine in 
1776: “These are the times that try our souls,” and it is in the 
most dire of times that it becomes incumbent upon us to act 
towards others with compassion, love and mercy. To be like the 
Good Samaritan and love others, even on the dark, threatening 
road, and even if that means sacrificing of ourselves to care for 
them. 
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So let us not focus on what we may have to curtail for a 
time, and focus instead on how we can expand our com-
mitments in our life together. Let us not worry over our-
selves, but let us care for each other. And let us put all our 
worries in God’s hands through prayer. For as Paul tells us 
in Philippians: 
 

“Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” 

 
May the peace of God be yours, now and always. (And 
Wash Your Hands!) 
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WORSHIP PAGES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maundy Thursday commemorates the Last Supper 
of Jesus Christ with the Apostles. On this day, 

Christians remember the Last Supper. During the 
meal Jesus took bread and wine and shared them 
with his disciples. Christians continue to share 

bread and wine as part of their worship in church.  

 

Good Friday marks the day 
when Jesus Christ was crucified 

for the sins of the world. On 
that cross, he accepted the 

weight of all our sins, so that he 
could take them into Hell  

forever.  

Worship Services Temporarily Suspended  

Worship Services Temporarily Suspended  
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WORSHIP PAGES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Easter, or Pascha (Greek, Latin) or Resurrection Sun-
day, is a festival and holiday commemorating 
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, described in 
the New Testament as having occurred on the third day 
after his burial, following his crucifixion by the Romans 
at Calvary c. 30 AD.  
 

We celebrate the destruction of the power of sin and 
death forever. His resurrection symbolizes the opening 
of Heaven with the gift of eternal life to everyone.  
 

Let us thank God for His amazing Grace! 
Let us celebrate the destruction of sin & death forever! 

Let us give all our concerns and worries to God! 
Let us be at peace with everyone! 

May the peace of Christ be with you all! 
 

“He is not here, but has risen” -Luke 24:5 
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DAILY DEVOTION 
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 24:13-35 
 
Neither sugar nor salt tastes particularly good by itself. Each is at 
its best when used to season other things. Love is the same way. 
Use it to “season” people. ―Vera Nazarian 
 
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt 
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is 
no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot” (Matthew 5:13, NIV). 
 

If you are like me, perhaps you think that the primary 
use for salt is in food preparation, or as a seasoning for 
food. 
 
According to salt experts, however, food preparation 
and seasoning accounts for only 6 percent of salt usage. 
In fact, salt can be used in more than 14,000 different 
ways. These applications can be sorted into five major 
categories: Water conditioning, food grade salt, agricul-
ture, highway deicing and industrial chemicals. Salt is 
used in the making of products as varied as plastic, pa-
per, glass, polyester, rubber and fertilizers. It is used in 
household bleach, soaps, detergents and dyes. 
 
I read recently of another use for salt. In Jordan, a coun-
try that borders Israel in the Middle East, salt is some-
times used to help the cooking process. In rural Jordan, 
the Jordanians put salt on fire to increase the tempera-
ture of the rocks for baking bread. When the salt they 
use for this purpose is no longer effective, it’s taken 
away and thrown onto the path, just as Jesus said in his 
Sermon on the Mount.  
 

WORSHIP PAGES 
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Jesus said that we are the salt of the earth. What I really 
like is that this metaphor leaves a lot of space for us to all 
have different “uses,” functions and purposes. Some salt is used 
as seasoning. Salt is sometimes used as a preservative. 
Salt can also be used to thaw ice. Salt can also be used 
to make water potable. 
 
As Christians, we do not all look alike, nor do we have 
the same function. We have our own ministries and 
things we do well, just like salt! 
 
So, let’s be salty Christians! Let’s be the salt of the earth! 
Let’s be the person Jesus wants us to be, and bring glory 
to God!  
      -Tim Merrill 
Prayer: Lord Jesus, keep me from getting in the way of the blessing 
you have for others. Instead, help me to be the seasoning and love 
to make their blessing even better! In your name. Amen. 
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ADVICE COLUMN 
   

Put Your Trust in the Lord! 
 

There are some who are extremely fearful of contracting the 
corona virus and there are those at the other end of the spec-
trum who seem completely calm, putting their total trust in 
the Lord to protect them. In fact, some ignore medical ad-
vice and safe distance orders as they put their trust only in 
God. 
 

As a good wholesome Christian lady...I mean, as a sinner 
who is a faithful follower of Christ, I too trust in God for 
protection. 
 

I trust God…but I still wear my seatbelt. 
I trust God…but I still wear my motorcycle helmet. 
I trust God…but I still keep enough life jackets on a boat. 
I trust God…but I still use oven mitts to take hot things out 
of the oven. 
I trust God…but I still lock the house when I leave. 
I trust God…but I still have smoke detectors. 
I trust God…but I still take medicine prescribed by a doctor. 
I trust God…but I still brush my teeth twice a day (usually) 
 

Acting with caution and wisdom doesn’t mean I don’t trust 
God. 
 

So, I will trust God…AND I will follow the best guidelines of 
medical people, and wash my hands, and do all I can to 
“flatten the curve” for this virus. 
 

I don’t do it because I don’t trust God; I do it because I love 
every person in this church and I look forward to worship-
ping with you all again in person. 
 

May the Peace of Christ be with you! 
Stay Home, Stay Healthy, Stay with God! 
Dawn 
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HOLY HUMOR 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 

Community Christian Concern & 
Miramon Center (CCC) offers emer-
gency basic need to families in in Slidell, Pearl 
River & the transitional men's facility.   

CCC is at 2515 Carey St., Slidell, LA  70458  
Ph # 985-646-0357 

First Presbyterian Church’s congregation 
supports the local CCC by contributing funds, food, and McDonald 
gift cards monthly.  

If you have non-perishable food items to donate, place them in one of 
the blue bins in either of the church foyers. Mrs. Margie will deliver 
to CCC where she volunteers her time and talents every week. 

If your contribution is monetary, note CCC or McDonalds gift card 
on your check or envelope. 

Thanks to all those who continue to contribute to this worthy cause, 
and thank you for sharing the love of Christ Jesus with others! 

 

Continue the ministry of Jesus Christ! 
Help feed/deliver meals to the Hungry. 

 
Jeff McDowell has generously offered to prepare and 
deliver meals to friends & members of our congregation 
who are sick or those who are afraid to leave their home 
for food due to the danger of contracting the corona vi-
rus.  The meals will be prepared on Wednesdays, and 
dropped off to those who need it. 
 

If you are ill or unable to shop for food, please let 
the church office know so we can put you on the 
list for a free Wednesday meal, courtesy of Jeff. 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

Each year, on Easter, churches across the 
country contribute to One Great Hour of 
Sharing. This offering continues to help those 
in need around the world.  
 

In the PC(USA), our contributions are split 
between the  Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance (PDA), the Self Development of People (SDOP), and the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP). Throughout April special 
moments for mission will let us know how we can help share 
Christ’s love with others.  

 

Please consider giving generously to this important offering. 
Our goal for 2020 is $500.00 

One Great  
Shower of Herring   

 

It’s time to get ready for One Great 
Shower of Herring! We have fish 
collection boxes and  giving calen-

dars in each of the church foyers to help children understand 
the needs of others in the world and involve them in the One 
Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
 

Aren’t we all children of God? Of course we are.  
 

We encourage every family to take a fish box home and follow 
the calendar, put in loose change, or make up your own game to 
fill the banks up. We’ll collect them the Sunday after Easter, 
April 19, in a special One Great Shower of Herring collection.  
 

Your gifts do make a difference in the lives of others! 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

Happy Birthday To: 
 

Mary Priebe April 3 
Amy Ko April 9 

Dawn Dussor April 11 
Chao-Chao Ko April 23 
Wilma Dickey April 26 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ELDERS 
 

Facilities and Finance 
Glen Carson (‘20)  
Jim Veitch (‘21) 
Laurie Clark (‘22) 

 

 
WMMCCE 
(Worship, Mission, 
Member Care, Chris-
tian Ed) 
Larry Gay (‘20) 
Wilma Dickey (‘21)  
Jeff McDowell (‘22) 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Students - who are out of school due to the corona virus 
The Family & Friends of Joel Clifton (Bob & Helen’s son) – on his passing 
Larry & Debbie Cook – health concerns 
First Grade Teachers at Bayou Woods Elementary – health concerns 
Bernard & JoAnn Gomez – health concerns 
Bob Clifton – health concerns 
Gloria Vinson (Barbara and Laurie’s Aunt) – health concerns 
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn’s Parents) – health concerns 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Royce Cannon – recovering from knee surgery 
Don Simmons – recovering from stroke 
Sue Cartmill – health concerns 
Henry Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Nancy Armond (friend of Dussor’s) – recovering from surgery, both legs 
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular atrophy 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Paula Gunn – at home 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 

  Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, & Diplomatic Per-
sons – Serving around the world 

  
* Indicates new person or change in condition 

If you know of a person who should be added to or kept on the prayer list, please let 
the office know. If someone is in the hospital, please tell Pastor Keith Abramowski, 
or call the church office. 
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Answers to March Trivia: 
Name Jesus’ 12 disciples. 

 
Matthew 10: 2-4 
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, 
also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Al-
phaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas 
Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.  

 
 

BIBLE TRIVIA 
The Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles as 
tongues of fire on what Jewish feast day?  
(see Acts 2: 1-4) 
 

• Feast of Tabernacles 
• Passover 
• Pentecost 
• Feast of Dedication 

 
Which was not a color of the four horses in the 
book of Revelation?  
(see Revelation 6) 
 

• Black 
• Blue 
• Red 
• White 
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Mid 2019, due to many leaks in the church’s flat roof, and due 
the amount of patchwork done already, we had the “Holy” flat 
roof replaced with a brand new one, lighter in color, which will 
help keep our electric bill costs down.  
 
First Presbyterian Church paid $57K for the new roof. We hope 
to recoup the monies over a three year time period. 
 
In 2019, your contributions helped to recoup:   $12,085.00 
2020 contributions toward the roof thru March:  $2,024.15  
 
To date, 25% of the roof cost has been recouped. Since we set a 
goal of 3 years (i.e. May 2022) we are well on target for year one. 
We have two months remaining to recoup an additional 9% 
which will us stay on target for our goal. 
 
If you wish to contribute to this very important cause, just 
write ROOF on your check or envelope.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of FPC and all that we 
do! 
 
 
 

ROOF UPDATE 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Monday, May 25, 2020 is  
Memorial Day 

 
Memorial Day is an American holiday, ob-
served on the last Monday of May,  
honoring the men and women who died while 
serving in the U.S. military.  
 

Previously known as Decoration Day, it origi-
nated in the years following the Civil War and 
became an official federal holiday in 1971.  
 

Many will visit the graves of those who  gave 
the “last full measure of devotion” 
 
 

“It is foolish and wrong to mourn the 
men who died. Rather, we should 
thank God that such men lived.”  

 

Sunday, May 10, is Mother’s Day. Cele-
brations of mothers and motherhood can 
be traced back to the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, who held festivals in honor of 
the mother goddesses Rhea and Cybele.   
 

The modern holiday of Mother's Day was 
first celebrated in 1908, when Anna Jarvis 

held a memorial for her mother at St Andrew's Methodist 
Church in Grafton, West Virginia. St Andrew's Methodist 
Church now holds the International Mother's Day Shrine.  
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 40th day Jesus took his disciples to the Mount of  
Olives, where they watched as he ascended to heaven.  
Ascension Day occurs ten days before Pentecost. 
 

This year, Ascension day is Thursday, May 21st We will cele-
brate Ascension day together, Sunday,  May 24th. 

 
Online Worship 

 
We plan to post a weekly message online for every-
one to view from the comfort of their home during 

Governor’s “Stay Home” order. 
 

Below are several good reasons to worship Online: 
 

1. No worry about Parking 
2. Drink your coffee any time you want 
3. Worship in your pajamas  
4. You can Mute the pastor!  

 
Look for upcoming email announcements with 
more info regarding our online worship service. 
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