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Recently I was cleaning out my 
wallet and found something sur-
prising: my old Blockbuster Video 
Card! It apparently got stuck to a 
spare AAA card that I never use, 
and I just never noticed that I still 
had it. It’s been probably 7 years 
since Blockbuster Video closed in 
Slidell and over a decade since I’ve 
used that card.  
 

It still boggles my mind that Blockbuster is almost gone — 
there remains one Blockbuster store open in Oregon — when 
20 years ago, it was such a mainstay of life for many. Going to 
the video store on a Friday night to get a movie, was how 
many of us marked the end of the week. (The company was so 
large they owned the Blockbuster Pavilion music venue in 
Charlotte, NC.) Amazing to think how a company that was 
created in 1985, became a cultural mainstay within 15 years, 
and is out of business 15 years after that.  
 
I also read recently of a new Pew Research Center poll on reli-
gious composition and worship-going habits, that showed 
that the decline in Christian affiliation in America continues 
its rapid pace. In the poll, 65% of American adults describe 
themselves as Christian, down another 12% in less than a dec-
ade. Another poll from earlier this year showed that church 
affiliation declined from 70% in 1998, to just over 52% today. 
In both polls, “unaffiliated/ no religion”  more than doubled 
over the last 10 years, while the majority of those identifying 
as Christians were 65 and older. Not a rosy outlook.  
 
These two things are a reminder to me that the church today 
is no different from others organizations and companies that 
have seen cultural shifts over the last 20 years. For instance, 
online sales have affected retail establishments, even Wal-
Mart, which have subsequently downsized and closed loca-
tions. These cultural changes have likewise altered how peo-
ple choose, or don’t choose to attend a church.  
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Yet sadly, churches haven’t learned from the example of Block-
buster: Adapt or Die. One of the principle reasons Blockbuster 
failed was because of the increasing competition from Netflix (a 
company that Blockbuster could have purchased in 2000 for $50 
million — Netflix is worth $112 Billion today). Similarly, one 
church each day in America closes its doors forever. (I’ll discuss 
“our competitors” and “our future” in coming messages.) 
 
Churches like ours must become more creative in spreading our 
gospel message — reaching out to new people, discovering new 
ways to express God’s love to others. But in the beginning, God 
was creative, and God has blessed us with that creativity as well. 
Let us use that creativity in reaching out to new people.  
 

Blessings & Peace 
Keith 
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Samaritan’s Purse:  Operation Christmas Child 
 

If you would like to fill a shoe box, the suggestions are below. 
Each box costs $9 to ship. If you would like to make a donation 
for the shipping, please make the check out to Samaritan's Purse. 
• Remember no war toys, no liquids, no toothpaste, and no 

candy.  
 

Choose an age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14  & decide on girl or 
boy. 
 

Toys: Include items that children will immediately embrace such 
as toy cars, yo-yos, jump ropes, stuffed animals, balls, toys that 
light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc. 
School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, 
notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, 
etc. 
Non-liquid Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, wash-
cloths, etc. 
Accessories: T-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, 
watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 
Crafts: Make your own items such as hair bows, finger puppets, 
and friendship bracelets.  
 

Collection: Nov 17 @ FPC 
 
Use the link below, shop online, and we will put the boxes to-
gether here at FPC. Simply type it into the 
Google search bar and hit enter. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/3HTA6GH6POCFG?ref_=wl_share 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 
Winter is a great time to give clothing to CCC, especially 
winter coats & jackets. Though our winters are mild here in 

Louisiana, coats, jackets, and gently 
used clothing are always a blessing to 
those in need. So, dig out those old 
jackets that are collecting dust in 
your closet and place them in a blue 
bin in the church foyer. We will get 
the items to CCC. 
 

Your generosity is making an im-
pact in the lives of others. 
 

Community Christian Concern & Miramon Center (CCC) 
offers emergency basic need to families in Slidell, & Pearl 
River & the transitional men's facility.   

CCC is located at 2515 Carey St.,  
Slidell, LA 70458 Ph # 985-646-0357 

We as a church family send: McDonald gift cards, food for 
families in need, and a monthly cash contribution to CCC. 

Thank you for your support! 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 
Help Serve the Lord by  

Feeding the Hungry 
 

Saturday, November 2, 2018 
9 a.m. till Noon. 
@ Mount Olive  

2457 2nd St, Slidell, LA 70458 

FIRST GRADE FUND RAISER 
 

In August, we collected enough supplies to fill 13 
back packs, each with the requirements for a 
first grade student, and 5 teacher packs. 
Beginning in November, we can supplement 
supplies by bringing in: 

 

Wide Rule Spiral Notebooks 
Wide Rule Loose Leaf Paper 
#2 Pencils & Sharpeners 
Bleach Wipes 
Underwear for Boy/Girl ages 7-8 
Socks for Boy/Girl ages 7-8 
Paper Towels 
Kleenex 
Instant Hand Sanitzer 
Post It Notes 
Staples 
Crayons 16 pk 
Glue 4 oz or glue sticks 

 

We will collect these items Nov 1– 30 and deliver all to a local 
school in December. You can copy and paste the link below if 
you prefer to shop online or type it into the Google search bar. 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/21TDXKMO57RKT?ref_=wl_share 
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 THE MISSIONS CORNER 

 
6.5 million people in the United States have an intellectual or 
developmental disability. Evergreen Presbyterian Ministries’ 
Mission is to serve, provide for and champion individuals with 
disabilities. 
Evergreen Life Services (ELS) is a non-profit organization that 
provides a full range of professional services to people with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). Founded in the 
1950s, today we are proud to serve nearly 1,300 individuals with 
disabilities in 8 states.  Evergreen supports individuals with disabili-
ties by: 
• Helping them find self-worth and abilities. 
• Teaching basic life and social skills, job and financial training. 
• Quality care for medical and behavioral needs. 
• Opportunities for meaningful employment. 
• An independent and abundant life. 
• A place they can call home. 
• Love, acceptance, value and friendship. 
• Advocate for the rights of individuals with disabilities. 
• Help society understand disabilities and how they can help. 
• Support individuals in making their dreams a reality. 
 

We will collect for this offering on Sunday, November 17th. 
Please prayerfully consider what you can give to this worthy cause. 
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November 3 
 

Daniel 7: 1-3, 15-18 
Ephesians 1: 22-23 
Luke 6: 20-36 
Sermon:   The Rogue Call of Saints   
 
 
 
 

November 10 
 

Job 19: 23-27a 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 20:27-38  
Guest Pastor:  Rev. Bob Malsbary  
 
 
 
 

November 17 
 

Malachi 4: 1-2a 
2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13 
Luke 21:5-19  
Guest Pastor:  Rev. Bob Malsbary  
 
 
 
 

November 24 — Christ the King Sunday 
 

Jeremiah 23: 1-6 
Colossians 1: 11-20 
Luke 23:33-43  
Sermon:   A Peculiar Kind of Glory  
 

 

*BOLD indicates primary scripture passage 
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WORSHIP PAGES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Accompanist: Kyle Cripps 
Communion Prep: Margie Wood 
Greeters: Magda Angle, Richard Dickey 
Lay Leaders: 

Nov 3   Wilma Dickey 
Nov 10  Jeff McDowell 
Nov 17   Dawn Dussor  
Nov 24 Samantha Gossoo 

Photographer: Jim Veitch 
Snack Preparation: JoAnne Gay 
Video/Webmaster: Glen Carson 
Worship Audio-Visual: Larry Gay 

 

How Do People Start Attending Church? 
 

Invited by the Pastor-6% 
Advertising-2% 
Organized Visitation-6% 
A Friend Invited Me-86% 

 

churchgrowth.org 



10 

 

CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

  
 
 
 
Don Simmons (friend of George’s) – health concerns 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Royce Cannon – recovering from back surgery 
Sue Cartmill – health concerns 
Joel Clifton (son of Bob & Helen) – health concerns 
Henry Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Jim Veitch  - recovering from cataract surgery 
Nancy Armond (friend of Dussor’s) – recovering from surgery, both legs 
Rene Toney (friend of Dussor’s) –  under hospice care 
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular atrophy 
Roy Casto (friend of Mrs. Glenys) – health concerns 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Paula Gunn – at home 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Elwin Washburn (Brother of Vivian Huntington) Parkinson’s 

   Our Veterans, Military, First Responders, & Diplomatic Persons – 
Serving around the world 

  
* Indicates new person or change in condition 
If you know of a person who should be added to the prayer list or if someone is in the 
hospital, please tell Pastor Keith Abramowski, or notify the office.  Thank You! 
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Linnie Stasney Nov 8 

Ashleigh Nicosia Nov 13 
Susan Boots Nov 17 

 

Happy Birthday  
From all of us here at FPC 

 

*Missing a birthday?  Please notify the church office ASAP. 

 

DON’T SET  

YOUR CLOCKS BACK  
 

Daylight Savings Time ends  
Sunday, November 3,  

so wait until that night to reset 
your clocks and join us for  

Sunday School!   

CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
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MINISTRY NEWS  

First Presbyterian Church’s nominating committee has 
two nominees to present to the congregation for ap-
proval for the upcoming Elder Class of 2022..   
 

If you always wanted to be a church Elder, now is your 
chance.  You can notify a nominating committee mem-
ber, an elder, or you may wish to wait and put your 
name in the hat for the vote during the congregational 
meeting to be held in November. 
 

Look for upcoming announcements for the date and 
time of meeting. 

Committee Members:  
Laurie Clark, Jeff McDowell, 

Magda Angle, Joanne Gay, and Margie Wood 

 
Facilities and Finance 

 

Laurie Clark (‘19) 
Glen Carson (‘20)  

Jim Veitch (‘21) 

WMMCCE 
(Worship, Mission, Member Care, 

Christian Ed) 
 

Jeff McDowell (‘19) 
Larry Gay (‘20)  

Wilma Dickey (‘21)  
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CHURCH FINANCES 

Below is a birds eye view of 2019 monthly expenses. 
You can see we only had 60% of our budget pledged 
in 2019. Our goal is to receive at least 80% of our 
yearly budget in pledges. 
 

Please prayerfully consider your  
tithes of talent and treasure for 2020! 
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All Saints Day  
 

In the Catholic church, every day of the 
year has a saint’s feast associated with it. 
It’s a day when special thanks and 
prayers are offered to God for that per-
son. But, over the centuries, nearly than 
10,000 people were canonized as “saints”.  
Since each saint couldn’t have a special 
day of their own, the church instituted  

“All Saints’ Day” to celebrate all those saints who did not 
have specific feasts associated with them. (This is where 
“Halloween” came from; All Saints’ Day used to be known 
as All Hallows’ Day and the day before was “All Hallows’ 
Eve” which became Halloween.)  
 

We Presbyterians, obviously, don’t honor saints the same 
way the Catholic church does. But it is a wonderful way to 
remember, celebrate, and give thanks to God for all those 
“saints” who came before us, taught us, and passed the faith 
to us. And it is a wonderful way to remember our call to 
pass on the faith to the saints that will come after us.  In 
that Spirit, we will celebrate All Saints’ Day on the first 
Sunday in November.  

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 



15 

 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 
 

Join us for our fellowship dinner on 
 

Wednesday 
November 13th, at 6 pm 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Menu:  
Pork, Sweet Potatoes, Salad,  

Green Beans, & Dessert 
 

The cost is free.   
Come and experience the savory cuisine 

prepared by our very own, Chef Jeff. 
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Rev. Keith Abramowski will be taking vacation 
November 4-17 with a “do not disturb” request, as he 
is having a tooth extracted. 
 
Rev. Bob Malsbary will be our Pulpit Supply Pastor 
on November 10 & 17. 
 
The office will hold regular hours  
(Tues, Wed, Thurs, 9 am—2 pm) 
 for most of November with the exception below: 
 
The office will be open Monday and Tuesday, Nov. 
25 & 26, then closed Wed, Thurs, and Fri, Nov 27-29, 
due to the Thanksgiving holiday on Nov. 28th. 
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 
Please prayerfully consider what you can give to help 
us replenish the capital reserves used to replace the 
church’s flat roof in May 2019. 

Total cost of the new roof was $57K .  To date, we have 
raised $8,310 or 14.5% of our goal, leaving 85.5% to go.  

If you wish to give to this fund, Simply note “roof” on 
your contribution check, envelope, or in online notes. 

If you wish to contribute online via PayPal, copy and 
paste the link below or type it into the Google search 
bar. 

https://fpcslidell.org/give  

Thank you for your support! 
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NOVEMBER HOLIDAYS 

Veterans Day originated as 
“Armistice Day” on Nov. 11, 1919, 
the first anniversary of the end of 
World War I.  

 

Congress passed a resolution in 1926 for an annual obser-
vance, and November 11 became a national holiday begin-
ning in 1938.   
 

Veterans Day pays tribute to all American veterans—
living or dead—but especially gives thanks to living vet-
erans who served their country honorably during war 
or peacetime.  

Remember to thank a Veteran 
Monday, November 11th 

 

Friday, Nov. 1st is All Saints Day. 
We will celebrate on Sun., Nov. 4. 
We will remember, celebrate, and 
give thanks to God for all those 
“saints” who came before us, taught 
us, and passed the faith on to us. 
 

Wishing each and every one of you 
and your families a very happy and 
blessed Thanksgiving from all of us 
here at First Presbyterian Church! 

 

If there is one thing we can all be 
thankful for it’s the endless love of 

God and the many blessings He has 
bestowed and continues to bestow 

upon our church family.  
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HOLY HUMOR 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Progressive Advent Adorning 
 
Advent is a time of preparation as we slowly move towards the 
birth of the Christ child. It’s a four week period intended to re-
mind us of the waiting that Israel did before Jesus’ birth in 
Bethlehem so long ago.  
 

In that spirit of waiting, over the past 
few year, rather than have one day of 
putting up all our Advent decoration, we 
have had a gradual one, where we add a 
few decorations each week to our sanc-
tuary during our Passing of the Peace. 
We will continue that tradition again 
this year, beginning on the First Sunday 
of Advent, December 1.   

Advent & Christmas   
 

Advent is a time of prepara-
tion, where we prepare our 
hearts for the coming of the 
Christ child. It is the time we 
remember the longing people 
had as they awaited the com-

ing messiah. Like them we take time each year to pause and 
wait with longing for the coming of Christ at Christmas. 
Rather than get caught up in the Christmas craziness, get 
caught by God’s slow, meditative, longing time of Advent. 
Think now about where you want Christ born anew in your 
heart and let us see him born there this Christmas.  
 

Advent begins on December 1 and our Christmas Eve Service 
will be December 24. More details to come.  
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Christmas Joy Offering 
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season,  
we turn our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the won-
drous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor 
this gift by  providing assistance to current and re-
tired church  workers in their time of need, and devel-
oping our future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial 
ethnic schools and colleges.   

Please give generously!  Thank You. 
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