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The old Andy Williams song 
might say “It’s the most won-
derful time of the year”, but 
to me it always feels like the 
most hectic time of the year, 
and I’ll bet most of us feel the 
same!  
 

Most of us will spend the next month running around: Shop-
ping for “the perfect gift”; Running to holiday parties; Buying 
and decorating a Christmas tree; Shopping for “an acceptable 
gift”; Cleaning the house in expectation of family; Getting 
enough food to feed that army of relatives; Shopping for 
“whatever gift is left and is good enough”!  
 
Then it’s finally Christmas! A day to celebrate with family, 
and put on the smiles to welcome the relatives, and cook all 
that food, and open all those gifts, and laugh over the wonder-
ful memories of Christmases past with relatives who laugh at 
all those old stories too.   
 
Then before we know it, it’s time to clean up, and put away 
the leftovers that’ll take us a month to eat, and say goodbye to 
the relatives, and put away the tree and all the decorations, 
and clean up from everyone, and take back all those “perfect 
gifts” (that we don’t want and will never use), and spend the 
next month or so paying off the credit cards….  
 
Christmas can be exhausting! Sometimes I wonder if we’ll 
have time for Jesus in that busy Christmas schedule, let alone 
for “Advent”. Yet that’s why we need Advent in our hectic 
Christmas lives.  
 
Advent is the time of anticipation: The remembrance of the 
ancient Jewish peoples’ waiting and longing for the Messiah. 
That waiting, that expectation, gave the people hope in their 
despair, and a bright vision for their future in their darkness. 
As it said in Isaiah:  
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“The people who sat in darkness 
    have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
    light has dawned.” 

They waited and hoped for the Messiah who would come and 
bring a bright, new dawn.  
 

And that’s what Advent is meant to be for us as well: Our own 
waiting and longing for his return. Our busy lives keep us run-
ning around and distract us from the new hope, new vision, 
new lives that Christ wants to bring us. Maybe in this most 
hectic time of the year, we can each take time to slow down 
for a moment, to wait, to hope and to imagine the bright new 
day that Christ waits with longing to bring us.   
 

Blessings & Peace  
Keith 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As Christmas approaches, many of us will spend hours 
seeking the “perfect gift” for our loved ones. And yet, 
James tells us that “Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming from the Father of lights.” And for believ-
ers, we know that the only perfect gift we ever need is 
the gift we find in the manger bed: Christ Jesus. Yet we 
can give a good gift this and every Christmas, through 
our Christmas Joy Offering. This offering is a way we can 
give in honor and thanksgiving for all those devoted and 
caring leaders who have shaped our faith and been a 
representation of God’s gift amongst us.  
 
The Christmas Joy Offering helps support leadership — 
past, present, and future — in the church. The offering 
supports programs to help former and current pastors 
and missionaries who might be in need of financial help, 
whether due to health issues or catastrophic events like 
our recent hurricanes.  
 
Yet even as we support our former and current leaders, 
the Christmas Joy Offering helps support future church 
leaders through the ministries of Presbyterian-
supported schools and colleges  that equip minority 
communities. Our gifts to them mean a brighter future 
and enhanced opportunities to use the gifts God has 
given them that otherwise might lay fallow. Through our 
gifts, we can bring a wonderful harvest for God.   
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 

“What do you get for someone who has everything?” 
That’s a question I always ask at this time of the year. 
Shopping for my relatives is almost impossible; there is 
nothing I can get for them that they can’t get for them-
selves. Most of the time, they don’t need anything I can 
get for them. And I hate wasting my money on gifts that 
they will either stuff in some closet and forget about, or 
re-gift to someone else later. Often it seems the only 
people who benefit from my gifts are the corporations 
who make, sell, and distribute those presents.  
 So, now, I give gifts that truly make a difference in this 
world. I make donations in my relatives’ honor to 
groups like Heifer International, World Vision, and 
others like them. These groups help needy people 
throughout the world become self-sufficient and help 
their villages become self-sustaining.  
 This year, if you know someone who has everything, 
why not give a gift that will make a real difference in 
this world? Donate to these or another worthy charity 
in someone’s honor, give hope to people in desperate 
circumstance, and make the world a better place.  
 
Catalogs available in each of the church foyers. Or visit: 

https://www.worldvision.org 
https://www.heifer.org 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 
 
Help Feed the Hungry 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 2019 
9 a.m. till Noon. 
Mount Olive  
Feeding Ministry 
2457 2nd St, Slidell, LA 70458 
 
 
“If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs 
of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness.” 

-Isaiah 58:10 NRSV  

 

Community 
Christian 
Concern 

 
 
In November First Presbyterian Church delivered 
$500 in McDonald gift cards to CCC. This is in ad-
dition to gift cards and monies sent earlier this 
year. Your generosity is making an impact in 
the lives of others. Community Christian Con-
cern & Miramon Center (CCC) offers emergency 
basic need to families in Slidell, Pearl River & the 
transitional men's facility.   
 

CCC is located at 2515 Carey St.,  
Slidell, LA 70458 Ph # 985-646-0357 

 

Thank you for your continued support of CCC! 
 
 

 



7 

 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 

Bible Trivia: 
The new testament has 27 books in it. 13 of those books 
are attributed to the apostle Paul. Seven of the 13 are 
authenticated as being written by Paul and the other six 
appear to have been written by Paul’s followers. Still in 
all, this means that almost half of the new testament 
was written and/or impacted by Paul’s teachings. 
 
Look for more fun bible facts in next month’s newslet-
ter. 

 
First Grade Fund Raiser 

 
Thanks to all who contributed to replenish sup-
plies for first graders. 
 
We will deliver the items to school mid Decem-
ber.   
 
Look for upcoming announcements with the date 
and time if you’d like to be there. 

BIBLE TRIVIA 
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LECTIONARY READINGS 
       

 
 
 

Dec 1 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44  
Sermon:   The Beloved Thief 
 

Dec 8 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 
Sermon:   Fire’s Coming, so Change!  

 

Dec 15 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 
Sermon:  Are You the One?  

 

Dec 22 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 
Sermon:    Believing the Impossible  
 

Dec 29 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 
John 1:1-18 
Sermon:  Guest Pastor Rev. Bob Malsbary 

 
 

Bold indicates preliminary sermon title and principle  
scriptural passages. 
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WORSHIP 
Responders Schedule for December 

 
Accompanist: Kyle Cripps 
Communion Prep: Margie Wood 
Greeters: Magda Angle, Dick Dickey 
Lay Leaders: 

Dec 1   Dawn Dussor 
Dec 8  Jeff McDowell 
Dec 15 Samantha Gossoo 
Dec 22 Wilma Dickey 
Dec 29 Jeff McDowell 

Photographer: Jim Veitch 
Snack Preparation: JoAnne Gay 
Video/Webmaster: Glen Carson 
Worship Audio-Visual: Larry Gay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are forming a bell choir here at First Pres-
byterian Church so we can make a joyful noise as we 
celebrate our Savior’s birth. 
 
Even if you’ve never played before, you can do this. If 
you are interested, please advise the church office. 
 
Deadline for signup is Dec 5.   
Come and make a joyful  noise to the Lord! 

-Psalm 100:1 
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WORSHIP  

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

The traditional Christmas Eve 
service with Bible readings and 
Christmas carols was first held 
England in King’s College at 
Cambridge University in 1918. 
The service was planned by Eric 
Milner-White, who at 34 was the 

newly appointed dean of King’s Chapel and whose previous 
experience as an army chaplain during WWI convinced him 
that church services need to be more expressive and grand. 
His original service, based upon an older one from Cornwall, 
gave the Bible’s grand narrative from the Fall in the Garden, 
the promise of God’s Messiah, and the birth of Christ.  
 
Since then, churches around the world have used and 
adapted Milner-White’s service for their own. On Dec. 24th, 
our church will celebrate our service of Lessons & Carols 
with communion, beginning at 6:00 pm. Like the King’s 
College service, all are welcome, though you don’t have to 
line up a day in advanced.  
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Christmas Poinsettias  
 
 

Help decorate the sanctuary by signing up for  poinsettia’s 
on the sign up sheets available in each of the foyers. 

We will adorn the church with them on  
Dec. 15th and 22nd.  

It’s time to adorn our sanctuary as we prepare for our 
Savior’s birth.  We will begin decorating on Sunday, 
December 1, and each Sunday during advent we will 
add additional decorations during the passing of the 
peace. 

WORSHIP  

 
Celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper during worship  
December 1st  

and December 24th  
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STEWARDSHIP 2020 
When we first started attending FPC, I calculated our 
weekly giving and realized it was only 2%. With all the 
expenses we had, living paycheck to paycheck, it 
seemed to be what we could afford. 
When I received a promotion at Baker Hughes, we de-
cided to give more and we doubled the amount to 4% 
and declared it good. After all, there were many other 
bills to pay and we’d doubled the weekly amount. 
One day, my position at Baker Hughes ended after 23 
years. Many of you have heard the old saying, when 
God closes a door, he opens a window. Well, after six 
months of unemployment and living off of retirement 
monies, God opened that window and pushed me out. I 
landed here as FPC Secretary. 
Mind you, my pay and hours combined are only 1/3 of 
what I was bringing in before and George’s income is 
fixed. Because we were making less money as a family 
unit, I decided to see how our giving added up. Surely 
we’d exceeded the 4%. To my surprise, we were still 
well below 10%. With a leap of faith, we doubled the 
weekly giving amount again and a few weeks later, 
added even more to our weekly giving. 
Since then, the strangest things have happened. First, 
we no longer worry about income and money to pay 
bills. The Lord has provided us with so many blessings. 
we can hardly count them. Money seems to appear in 
unexpected places helping us to continue our ministries 
here at FPC. The best blessing we received from our 
giving is peace. We now have an unexplainable inner 
peace and no longer worry about bills, clothing, or food. 
The Lord will continue to provide those things as He 
always has. Please prayerfully consider what you can 
tithe of your treasures for 2020. We need to receive at 
least 80% of our budget in tithes to continue operations 
here at First Presbyterian Church of Slidell. 
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STEWARDSHIP 2020 

FPC Stewardship form for 2020 
If you’ve not yet turned in your 2020 commitment to 
First Presbyterian Church then please use the below to 
do so.  

It is very important that session have an idea of the 
2020 income in order to plan the budget and to plan 
for the future of our  120 year old church. 

We received pledges in 2019 as follows: 
 

$10-25 per week 4 giving units 
$26-50 per week 3 giving units 
$51-100 per week 4 giving units 
$101-200 per week  0 giving units 
$201-300 per week 2 giving units 

 

We must do better and thanks be to God, we can! 

Last year we received just 50% and that amount covers only 
the monthly expenses, without a pastor. Pastor Keith is do-
ing a great job and is dedicated like no other. He deserves a 
raise and has not had one since he started here six years ago. 
Let’s exceed last year’s tithing so we can all experience that 
worry free inner peace.  Let’s exceed last year’s tithing so we 
can continue God’s work in this community. While the Pas-
tor believes I am off my rocker asking for everyone to up 
their pledge…I believe in miracles! After all, miracles are 
what our Lord and Savior are all about! Please give gener-
ously and give from the heart. Thank you. 



14 

 

CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Rickrode – recovering from tonsillectomy 
Don Simmons (friend of George’s) – health concerns 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Royce Cannon – recovering from back surgery 
Sue Cartmill – health concerns 
Joel Clifton (son of Bob & Helen) – health concerns 
Henry Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Jim Veitch  - recovering from cataract surgery 
Nancy Armond (friend of Dussor’s) – two broken legs  
Rene Toney (friend of Dussor’s) –  under hospice care 
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – health concerns 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – cancer treatments 
Paula Gunn – at home 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Elwin Washburn (Brother of Vivian Huntington) Parkinson’s 
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, &  
Diplomatic Persons –  Serving around the world 

  
* Indicates new person or change in condition 

If you know someone who should be added to the prayer list, 
 please let the office know. 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
 

Sunday, Dec. 22nd, 
Wear your favorite  

“Ugly Christmas Outfit”  
to worship. 

 
 
 
 
 

Bob Stringer Dec 10 
Jennifer Clark Dec 21 

Kimberly Meredith Dec 21 
Jesus Christ, Our Lord Dec 25 

 

Fellowship Dinners  
 

 Join us for our monthly  
fellowship dinner on  
Wednesday, Dec 18  

 @ 6:00 pm. 
 

Menu:  Ham, Turkey, Winter Vegetables 
 

Bring your favorite dessert to share! 
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Holy Humor  
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Installation of  
New Elders   

 
In January 2020, we will have a spe-
cial worship event in our church: we 
will install our new class of Elders. 
This may not seem special, but it is. 
Typically, the clergy have far more 

authority and power than the lay leaders possesses. We Pres-
byterians alone give equal authority and power to lay leaders 
as well as clergy. The distinction we make is between re-
sponsibilities and duties of clergy and elders.  
 
So join us as we celebrate those called to lead our church, 
pray for them, and give thanks for those who have led our 
church over these past years.    

 
 
 

 
 

 
Our church’s Annual Meeting is coming. During the worship 
service, we will see where we’ve been over the last year, and 
to where we hope to be going in the year and years to come.  
Please make plans to worship with us as we show our grati-

tude to God for the grace shown to us in 2020.  
So, let’s not have any “empty chairs” like in the above.  

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
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Sunday School – 9:00 a.m

. 
W
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