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Well, another month…. And another 
tropical storm! (But not something for 
us to worry about this time.) It seems 
like just yesterday that we were worried 
about Laura, and now we’re already on 
“Beta”?? But at least we’re not still un-
der Phase 2, and we’ve moved into 
Phase 3.  
 

And I know that many are wondering (even anxious) to open 
church back up as soon as possible. A few have even questioned 
why we haven’t reopened since the Phase 3 order went into effect.  
 

Well, there are several reasons we’re going more slowly than some 
might like. Principally from an overabundance of caution for our 
membership, nearly all of whom fall under the “vulnerable popu-
lation”. Most of the churches that have opened at this point, do 
so only for those under-60 and without any other health risks. As 
most of our members exceed this age, we’re holding off on open-
ing until we can be sure of everyone’s safety.  
 

And secondly, because we want to be sure that this isn’t another 
“false start”. Every time restrictions have been loosened, this virus 
storms back to infect people within 4-6 weeks. I feel it would be 
best for us to take a more cautious approach in case infections 
spike again. As most health experts have said: The COVID-19 
will likely get worse through the winter and that we’ll be dealing 
with this “well into 2021 and perhaps beyond.”  
 

That is the reality we’re going to have to accept: That this is not 
over, and that many of the changes that we’ve had to deal with 
will likely become our “new normal”.  
 

Recently, dozens of medical and scientific experts were inter-
viewed and provided several steps to take:  
 

1. Accept that this isn’t going away quickly. So, don’t pin hopes 
on a magical cure or vaccine and accept that masks, social dis-
tancing, hand-washing, and other prevention means are here 
to stay. 
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Plan for more Shutdowns. As seen with the reopening of 
schools and colleges, we will need to accept the reality that 
there will be closures and shutdowns coming.  

2. Live like you and everyone else is Contagious. If we can all 
live as if we all already have the virus, we can continue 
those preventative measures which are the best safeguards 
we currently have.  

3. Build and Upgrade for the Pandemic. This is not just 
buildings and structures (though may be important to up-
grade our facilities to ensure good air quality). It’s about 
rethinking “how” we relate to people to minimize exposure 
risks, and how we care for them when the do get sick.  

 

This is a very dangerous and precarious time for us. And while 
I know everyone wants to “return to normal”, we need to ac-
cept that the “old normal” is likely not returning any time 
soon. And while we want to get back to church as soon as we 
can, it’s more important that everyone is safe and healthy until 
we are able to manage this disease better than we have so far.  
 

Blessings & Peace, Keith  
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Romans 5: 1 

We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 
PEACEMAKING AND RECONCILIATION 

 

  
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the 
church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems 
of injustice across the world. Individual congregations are 
encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect 
with the global witness of Christ's peace.  
 

Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of 
peace and reconciliation. Your local or mid-council portion 
of the Peace & Global Witness Offering could be contribut-
ed toward to the Freedom Rising fund for African American 
males. 
 

The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission 
Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of vio-
lence, including our own, through collaborative projects of 
education and Christian witness. 

Our goal: $450. Please give generously.  
Donate now through October 4, 2020 

 
Thank you! 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
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Mount Olive Feeding Ministry 
remains closed due to the pandemic. 

Once they begin operations again,  
we will let you know. 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
 

 

 

Community Christian Concern & Miramon Center (CCC) offer 
emergency basic need to families in Slidell, Pearl River, and the 
transitional men's facility.   

CCC is located at 2515 Carey St.,  
Slidell, LA 70458 Ph # 985-646-0357 

We as a church family send: McDonald gift cards, food for fami-
lies in need, and a monthly cash contribution to CCC.  
 
Thank You to all who contribute to this worthy cause! 
 
The CCC pantry is open at this time. The rest of CCC remains 
closed at this time due to the pandemic. 
 
We continue to support CCC and once re-opened, we have 
McDonald gift cards ready for the counselors. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 
Thanks to all who contributed to this worthy cause!  
 
The schools received: 13 filled backpacks, 7 filled teacher 
totes, Paper Towels and Kleenex to go with each, 64 extra 
folders, 13 extra packs of crayons, extra pencils, erasers, 
envelopes, etc. 
Additionally, we donated stepping stones, play dough, a 
child’s swing, plastic nuts and bolts, salad tongs, water 
beads, molding clay, & fidget spinners to the special 
needs students.  
 
All thanks be to God for your willingness to share the 
love of Christ with the children. 

Below is a snapshot of the special needs supplies for the students at 
Abney Elementary. Special thanks to Davilynn and Charlie Oneill 
for delivering the donations to school. 
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SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 

Above is what is inside each backpack; below are 13 backpacks and 
7 teacher totes. Special thanks to Jeff McDowell for delivering the 
items to Bayou Woods Elementary. 
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

George Dussor and Jim Veitch have been busy making re-
pairs. Here, George is repairing a leak where water was seep-
ing in through the bricks near the AC wall units. Thanks for 
taking care of us George and Jim! 
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George Dussor 5th 
Magda Angle 18th 

 

Happy Birthday !! 
From all of us here at FPC 

 

*Missing a birthday?  
Please notify the church office ASAP. 

Thank you. 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

World Communion Sunday is 
 Sunday, October 4th. 

Though we cannot meet in person,  
I suggest prayer and several moments of silence as you 

have some bread and juice in memory of  
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

We will mail the elements to you so we can celebrate 
communion with Christians  

around the world. Thanks be to God! 
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October 4 

 

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
Matthew 21:33-46   
 
 
 
 

October 11 
 

Exodus 32:1-14 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Matthew 22:1-14  
 
 
 
 

October 18 
 

Exodus 33:12-23 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22   
 
 
 
 

October 25 
 

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Matthew 22:34-46  

 
 

Video of Pastor Keith Abramowski’s Sermons are 
available on our church website. 

 

www.fpcslidell.org/sermons 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Marsha Carson—health concerns 
*Family & Friends of Mable L. Rylander (Margie’s great grand) - on her birth 
*Family & Friends of Patricia Kuehn (Wilma’s sister in law) - on her passing 
Paula Gunn – moved out of state to live with her daughter 
Larry & Debbie Cook – health concerns 
Teachers and Students everywhere – as school begins again 
Bernard & JoAnn Gomez – health concerns 
Bob Clifton – health concerns 
Gloria Vinson (Barbara and Laurie’s Aunt) – health concerns 
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn’s Parents) – health concerns 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Sue Cartmill – health concerns 
Henry Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Nancy Armond (friend of Dussor’s) – recovering from broken legs 
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular atrophy 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, & Diplomatic Persons – 

      Serving around the world 
  

* Indicates new person or change in condition 
If you know someone who should be added to the prayer list, please let the office know. 
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TITHING TIME 
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TITHING TIME 
The Session has set aside Sunday, November 15, 2020, to 
receive stewardship pledges for the year 2021. 
 

Although these past few months have been difficult due to the 
pandemic, we have come together as a congregation to contin-
ue the good work of the church.  We are actively participating 
in One Great Hour of Sharing & Herring, the Pentecost Of-
fering, the Peace & Global Witness Offering and the Christ-
mas Joy Offering. We support CCC with monthly monetary 
support, McDonald gift cards, fresh eggs, and several of our 
members volunteer their time to CCC weekly. We support 
the Mt. Olive Feeding Ministry, feeding the homeless on the 
first Saturday of each month. We have filled many Christmas 
shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse.  We support first graders 
and now special needs students with our school supply drive. 
Each year we have exceeded the last with generous contribu-
tions. Though difficult, we have met for monthly fellowship 
dinners “to go”. We continue to reach out to Slidell High’s 
Athletes by providing a place to work out in our CFC during 
inclement weather. We also welcome their return to weekly 
Friday breakfasts here in the fellowship hall once they are per-
mitted to hold these gatherings. We miss the bridge club but 
welcome them back too once they are able to meet in person 
again. We are renting the CFC to some local fathers to have a 
safe place for children to play basketball. This is a huge help 
to cover expenses that the CFC incurs. 
 

2021 is approaching quickly. Please take a moment to give 
thanks to God for all the blessings received. Please prayerfully 
consider your 2021 tithe to the ministry of our congrega-
tion. Thank you for all that you do to share the love of Christ 
with others!  
 

Peace & Blessings from the Session of First Presbyterian 
Church! 
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TITHING TIME 
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Strange Phobias 
 

Ecclesiastes might say “For everything there is a season,” and October 
is the season of scares and frights. This focus on what frightens us is a 
custom has traversed cultures across Europe since ancient times. And 
as there is a season for everything, there is also a phobia for every-
thing. According to surveys, most people have at least one phobia, or 
obsessive fear. The most common is fear of speaking in public, fol-
lowed by fear of spiders. But here are some more unusual phobias 
I’ve come across. I particularly like the “fear of the clergy.” Enjoy. 
 

Nomophobia– Fear of inability to use your mobile phone 

Ancraophobia or Anemophobia– Fear of wind 

Spectrophobia– Fear of mirrors and one’s own reflection 

Linonophobia– Fear of string 

Ablutophobia– Fear of cleaning, washing, or bathing 

Chorophobia– Fear of dancing, even alcohol cannot fix it 

Arachibutyrophobia– Fear of peanut butter sticking to the roof of 
your mouth 

Allodoxaphobia-Fear of opinions 

Optophobia– Fear of opening ones eyes 

Didaskaleinophobia– Fear of going to school 

Hagiophobia- Fear of saintly images or holy things, churches, and 
clergy.  

Phobophobia: Fear of having a phobia 

Omphalophobia- Fear of belly buttons 

Turophobia- fear of cheese   

Papaphobia- fear of the pope   

Chaetophobia- Fear of hair 

Caligynephobia- Fear of beautiful women 

Kinemortophobia- Fear of zombies 

Vestiphobia- Fear of clothing 
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October Bible Trivia Question 

In which book of the bible does God do all 
the talking? 

Hint: It is one of the Pentateuch also known as the 
Written Torah. 

 

BIBLE TRIVIA 
September Bible Trivia Answer 

 
Who is the high priest of Jerusalem who put Jesus on 
trial?   
 
 Hint: See Matthew 26: 57 and John 18:14  
 
Answer: Caiaphas 
57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas 
the high priest, in whose house the scribes and the el-
ders had gathered.  
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HOLY HUMOR 
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Veterans Day originated as “Armistice Day” on Nov. 11, 
1919, the first anniversary of the end of World War I. Congress 
passed a resolution in 1926 for an annual observance, and Nov. 
11 became a national holiday beginning in 
1938.   
Unlike Memorial Day, Veterans Day pays 
tribute to all American veterans—living or 
dead—but especially gives thanks to living 
veterans who served their country honora-
bly during war or peacetime.  
 

Thank you to all who have served! 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

 

SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK  
Daylight Savings Time ends  

Sunday, November 1st. 

Remember to set your clocks 
back one hour on Saturday 
before bed. 

Sunday, November 1, is All Saints Day 
 

On All Saints Day, remember the saints who’ve made 
an impact in your life and give thanks and praises to 
God for putting them there. 
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Thanksgiving, which occurs on 
the fourth Thursday in November, 
is based on the colonial Pilgrims' 
1621 harvest meal.  
 

The holiday feast dates back to 
November 1621, when the newly 
arrived Pilgrims and the Wampa-
noag Indians gathered at Plym-

outh for an autumn harvest celebration, an event regard-
ed as America’s “first Thanksgiving.”  
 

But what was really on the menu at the famous banquet, 
and which of today’s time-honored favorites didn’t earn 
a place at the table until later in the holiday’s 400-year 
history?  
 

While no records exist of the exact bill of fare, the Pil-
grim chronicler Edward Winslow noted in his journal 
that the colony’s governor, William Bradford, sent four 
men on a “fowling” mission in preparation for the three-
day event. Wild—but not domestic—turkey was indeed 
plentiful in the region and a common food source for 
both English settlers and Native Americans. But it is just 
as likely that the fowling party returned with other birds 
we know the colonists regularly consumed, such as 
ducks, geese and swans. Instead of bread-based stuffing, 
herbs, onions or nuts might have been added to the 
birds for extra flavor.  
 

Whatever the menu, we pray you will all have a blessed 
Thanksgiving! 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
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