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Well, fortunately, it appears the 
“Stay-at-Home” efforts are pay-
ing off and the infection rates for 
the COVID-19 are declining. But 
it appears that it hasn’t declined 
enough yet to begin reopening 

our state. So it looks like we’ll be at least another 2 weeks under 
our current “Stay-at-Home” orders from Gov. Edwards. At 
which point, he will reevaluate whether it is safe to begin loos-
ening the social distancing measures as well as how to reopen 
the state. Slowly.  
 
And I’m okay with that. I’m thankful that Gov. Edwards is being 
guided by medical experts and taking a slow approach to re-
opening our state. Even though I know all of us would like to 
open things up again, and get back to “Normal”, this virus is new 
(or novel, as we call it) and we don’t know exactly what it will 
do next. Some places, like Hokkaido, Japan thought they had 
suppressed the virus, only to have cases and deaths spike again 
after they began to relax the restrictions. So I’m all in favor of 
taking a slow approach that will save as many lives as possible 
rather than rushing to “Get things back to Normal”  
 
Because one thing that we know: Things won’t actually be going 
back to “Normal”, the way that they were, for a while, if ever. 
Masks (maybe even gloves) will become commonplace for us to 
wear regularly for a while. Some places might require people to 
have their temperatures checked before entering (like airports). 
Others might require a 14 day self-quarantine before or after 
(like travel industry). We can not begin to know what changes 
will become commonplace as a result of this pandemic.  
 
And so, maybe this is a time for us to begin thinking about how 
church might be different in the coming weeks. Perhaps we’ll 
have to start taking everyone’s temperature when they arrive 
and wear masks when not sitting in our pews. Perhaps we’ll 
have to start having individually wrapped communion packs. 
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Maybe we’ll have to begin strongly encouraging online and auto-
matic giving rather than passing the plate weekly. Maybe we’ll 
have to find a new way to hold our Adult Sunday School.  
 
Maybe this is the time to begin imagining how church might 
need to change so that we can keep everyone safe and healthy. 
And maybe it’s time to refocus ourselves on what it really means 
to “Be Church” and see what is truly “essential” for our lives 
with God and with one another.  
 
Please keep safe. Keep healthy. Keep Washing your Hands.  
And keep praying for one another and for all those who are 
working every day to keep others healthy.  
 
Blessings & Peace  
Keith  
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

 

 
Happy Birthday To: 

 

David McDowell May 4 
Larry Gay May 5 

Cindy Thiele May 14 
Gerald Clark May 27 

Jeff McDowell May 28 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students – who are out of school due to the pandemic 
Larry & Debbie Cook – health concerns 
First Grade Teachers at Bayou Woods Elementary – health concerns 
Bernard & JoAnn Gomez – health concerns 
Bob Clifton – health concerns 
Gloria Vinson (Barbara and Laurie’s Aunt) – health concerns 
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn’s Parents) – health concerns 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Royce Cannon – recovering from knee surgery 
Don Simmons – recovering from stroke 
Sue Cartmill – health concerns 
Henry Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Nancy Armond (friend of Dussor’s) – recovering from surgery, both legs 
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular atrophy 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Paula Gunn – at home 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
  Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, & Diplomatic Persons 
– Serving around the world 

  
* Indicates new person or change in condition 

If you know of a person who should be added to the prayer list, let the office know. 
If someone is in the hospital, please tell Pastor Keith Abramowski, or the church 

office. 
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MAY HOLIDAYS 

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10th 
 

Mother's Day was first celebrated in the US in 1908, 
when Anna Jarvis held a memorial for her mother at St An-
drew's Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia. St An-
drew's Methodist Church now holds the International 
Mother's Day Shrine. Her campaign to make Mother's Day a 
recognized holiday in the United States began in 1905, the 
year her mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis, died. Ann Jarvis had been 
a peace activist who cared for wounded soldiers on both sides 
of the American Civil War, and created Mother's Day Work 
Clubs to address public health issues. Anna Jarvis wanted to 
honor her mother by continuing the work she started and to 
set aside a day to honor all mothers because she believed a 
mother is "the person who has done more for you than any-
one in the world". 
 

In 1908, the U.S. Congress rejected a proposal to make 
Mother's Day an official holiday, joking that they would also 
have to proclaim a "Mother-in-law's Day". However, owing to 
the efforts of Anna Jarvis, by 1911 all U.S. states observed the 
holiday, with some of them officially recognizing Mother's 
Day as a local holiday (the first being West Virginia, Jarvis' 
home state, in 1910). In 1914, Woodrow Wilson signed a 
proclamation designating Mother's Day, held on the second 
Sunday in May, as a national holiday to honor mothers. 
 

Though not everyone has given birth to a child, we can each 
be motherly to someone in our lives and teach them about the 
everlasting grace of God, and Jesus’ command to make disci-
ples of all nations. 
 

From all of us here at First Presbyterian Church: 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
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MAY HOLIDAYS 

Monday, May 25th, 2019 is  
Memorial Day 

 

Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last 
Monday of May, honoring the men and women who died 
while serving in the U.S. military.  
 

Previously known as Decoration Day, it originated in the 
years following the Civil War and became an official federal 
holiday in 1971.  
 

Many will visit the graves of those who  gave their “last full 
measure of devotion”. 
 
“It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who 
died. Rather, we should thank God that such 
men lived.”  

-George S. Patton Jr. 
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HOLY HUMOR 
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BIBLE TRIVIA 

 

Which follower of Jesus preached to the crowds after 
receiving the Holy Spirit on Pentecost? 
 
 A. John 
 B. Peter 
 C. Mary Magdalene 
 D. Paul 
 
     Hint: See Acts 2:14 

Who cut off the ear of the slave of the high priest? 
 

A. John 
B. Paul 
C. Peter 
D. Judas 

 
    Hint: See John 18:10 



10 

 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 

 
 
 
 
 

Donations made to the PC(USA) Pentecost Offering help:  
 

Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) 
Ministries With Youth 
and Children At Risk. 

 

Please consider contributing to this very special offering so we 
can share the love of Christ with others. 

   
We will collect for this offering May 3-31. 

Simply note Pentecost on your check or envelope and mail it 
in to the church office @ 1041 Ninth Street, 70458. 

Thank you for your support! 

16 But Jesus called for them and said, “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such 
as these that the kingdom of God belongs.   

Luke 18:16 
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Continue the ministry of Jesus Christ! 
Help feed/deliver meals to the Hungry. 

 

Jeff McDowell has generously offered to prepare and 
deliver meals to friends & members of our congrega-
tion who are sick or those who are afraid to leave 
their home for food due to the danger of contracting 
the corona virus.  The meals are prepared on 
Wednesdays for a quick “grab & go” and/or dropped 
off to those who need it. They will continue to offer 
meals through at least mid-May. 
 
If you would like a Wednesday meal, just let Jeff or 
Kathy know. Kathy’s cell # is 985-788-1308 or you 
can send an email to: KYMBWE@yahoo.com 
 

Thank you Jeff and Kathy for feeding the crowds 
here at First Presbyterian Church! 

Thank you Cindy Thiele for the delicious desserts! 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 

15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and 
said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; 
send the crowds away so that they may go into the vil-
lages and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, 
“They need not go away; you give them something to 
eat.”   

Matthew 14: 15 
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Community Christian Concern 
& Miramon Center (CCC) of-
fers emergency basic need to 
families in Slidell, & Pearl River 
& the transitional men's facil-
ity.   

 

Non Perishable foods are especially useful during the 
summer months. If you have non-perishables to do-
nate, contact the church office via email to arrange 
pick up of the items at a safe distance:  Our email ad-
dress is:  churchoffice@i-55.com 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
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Mount Olive Feeding Ministry 
is temporarily closed due to the Corona Virus. 

 
Once they re-open to serve the homeless in our 

community we will let you know.  
 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
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Special Thanks to those who are mailing in their 
tithes and offerings! 
 

To date, we have received $220 toward OGHOS and 
approximately $10 in coins toward One Great 
Shower of Herring. 
 

It may not seem like much but every little bit counts. 
You are impacting the lives of others! Thank You! 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
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WORSHIP PAGES 

Ascension Day, Thurs., May 21 
Celebrated Sunday, May 24 

 

Ever wonder what it might have been like to be a disciple 
when Jesus ascended into heaven? He gave them the monu-
mental task of making disciples of all the world. Plus, they’d 
have to do it without relying on Jesus’ physical presence, as 
they had until then. Were the disciples overwhelmed, uncer-
tain, afraid? Maybe… we don’t really know.  
 

Yet they went on to spread the gospel throughout the world 
nonetheless. They rose to the challenge because they fixed 
their gaze above as they watched Jesus disappear into the 
clouds. Ascension wasn’t the end of Jesus’ work; it was a new 
beginning that now includes us.  Let us now and always fix 
our gaze upon Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior during the 
times of uncertainty and fear. Let us not stray from the task of 
making disciples in new and creative ways, especially during 
these times of social distancing.  

 

May the peace of Christ be with you! 
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WORSHIP PAGES 

The Christian holiday of Pentecost, which is cele-
brated on the seventh Sunday (50 days) after 
Easter, commemorates the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of 
Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrat-
ing the Feast of Weeks, as described in the Acts of 
the Apostles (Acts 2:1–31). 

 
Celebrate Pentecost Sunday 

May 31, 2020 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

 

Father’s Day is on Sunday 
June 21, 2020 

 
Honor your father and your mother, so that your 

days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you.   -Exodus 20:12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Sunday is June 7, 2020 
 

Trinity Sunday is to explain the clues written in scripture 
to guide us to a fuller understanding of our Triune God.   

We remember how God is our  
Creator 

Redeemer 
Sustainer  

 
Celebrate Trinity Sunday for a day filled with  

blessings from the Holy Spirit. 
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