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Well, it seems that maybe – just
maybe – we might be seeing the
light at the end of the tunnel
with all this COVID pandemic.
(And let’s hope that light isn’t a
train coming right at us!)
It’s hard to believe that it was just
a year ago that we had heard
about the novel, emerging virus from China, and just about one
year since we had worship together. Many tried to dismiss it, or say
that it wasn’t going to impact us too much, or even claim that it
would be over in a few weeks at most. (Remember when it was only going to last 2 weeks and we’d be back to normal by Easter
2020?) I still remember the last in-person meeting we had at CCC
where we discussed it, and many said those very things.
Now, this March, we mark the one-year anniversary of this pandemic with grim milestones. Just a few days ago, our nation
marked the 500,000 death from this disease and sometime in the
next month, Louisiana will note the 10,000 death (with sadly,
many more to come). We’re not back together yet. We’ve lost a
year of holidays, birthdays, celebrations, vacations, etc. And in that
time, many of our favorite places have closed permanently due to
the pressures of this disease (2 churches closed recently including
our sister church, Northminster, in Pearl River).
But, as I said before, there might be light at the end of this dark
tunnel we’ve been in, thanks to the vaccines that are being distributed. (And let us pray that they work against the other, moreinfectious strains that are also emerging.) With the various vaccines being developed, the new administration is promising to
have 200 million doses available by summer.

And while that may enable us to begin regular in-person worship
again, one question that haunts me is: “What opportunities have
we missed by looking backward to in-person worship?”
Now don’t get me wrong, of course we need to return to in-person
worship. But, as this pandemic has highlighted, our world is moving more and more online.

Companies that focus on online presence, like Amazon, or online
ordering and home delivery (like Uber Eats, Waitr, and even WalMart) are thriving, growing even larger than just a year ago. While
retail companies that focus on in-person shopping continue to
decline (like Bed, Bath & Beyond).
It makes me wonder what opportunities we’re not taking advantage of in our dreams of reviving in-person activities. The
world is moving more and more to being primarily online – something that was unimaginable 20 years ago. And as the church is a
part of that world, what possible future are we missing out on in
our looking backward to in-person worship again? Imagine if we
could never meet again in our building: How would we disciple &
love one another in that case?
Maybe that’s the future we should be imagining for what happens
when we do finally meet again.
Blessings & Peace
Keith
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THE MISSIONS CORNER

One Great Hour of Sharing
Each year for the past 71 years, on Easter, churches across the
country contribute to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHOS).
This offering continues to help those in need around the
world now more than ever.
In the PC(USA), our contributions are split between the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the Self Development of
People (SDOP), and the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP).
Since we worship online, you are welcome to mail in your
contribution to this special offering by simply noting One
Great Hour on your check or envelope.
Please consider giving generously to this important offering.

THE MISSIONS CORNER

One Great
Shower of Herring
It’s almost time for One Great Shower of Herring!
Each year our church supplies fish collection boxes and
a giving calendar to help children understand the needs
of others in the world and involve them in the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering.

Since we are all “children of God”, save up your loose
change. If you’d like a bank, we have those too. We’ll
collect for this offering the Sunday after Easter. Since
we worship online at this time, you may drop off your
donation to the church office the week after Easter on
Wed, Thurs, or Fri between 10 am and 1 pm.

THE MISSIONS CORNER
Mount Olive Feeding Ministry
remains closed due to the
Pandemic.
Once they re-open,
we will let you know.

Community Christian Concern & Miramon Center (CCC) offers emergency basic need to families in Slidell, Pearl River &
transitional men's facility.
We, at FPC, support the local CCC by contributing funds,
food, and McDonald gift cards monthly. If you have nonperishable food items to donate, place them in one of the blue
bins in either of the church foyers & we will deliver to CCC.
In February, we delivered dozens of fresh eggs along with our
monthly monetary commitment.
If your contribution is monetary, note CCC or McDonalds gift
card on your check or envelope.
Thanks be to God for all those who contribute!

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Happy Birthday!
Shirley Sharpe March 11
James Veitch March 16

Reminder:
Set your clocks ahead
one hour (Spring Forward)
either before bed
Saturday evening, or
at 2 a.m. Sunday morning.

Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday, March 14, 2021

CHURCH HAPPENINGS
Though our sanctuary has been empty for quite
some time, our buildings and grounds team,
George Dussor and Jim Veitch, has been busy
making improvements.
Next time we worship in person, you will notice
(or not notice) the speakers are no longer on the
stage. They’re now tucked safely away out of site
in the original spaces designed for such. Below is
a snapshot of George hard at work.

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Do you shop Amazon? Perhaps you are an Amazon
prime member. Next time you log onto Amazon,
start with smile.amazon.com.
Smile.Amazon.Com should allow you to sign in
with the same user name and password as your regular account. Once you sign-in, it should prompt
you to choose your favorite charity. First Presbyterian Church of Slidell is now on the list of charities.
Once you’ve selected a charity, ½ of 1% percent of
all eligible purchases made via smile.amazon.com
will be sent to the charity of your choice on a quarterly basis. If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.
Please join amazon smiles and see that your money
is put to good use. There are no additional charges
for using smile.amazon.com, and it links to any
Amazon membership you already have.
Let your light shine bright in all that you do!

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Dinner “To Go”
Wed., Mar. 10, 2021
5:30 pm pickup or 6 pm delivery
Menu:
Lemon Seasoned Turkey, Potato Salad,
Vegetables, Bread and Dessert.
Please RSVP to:
KYMBWE@yahoo.com or
646-1307 or 788-1308

CHRISTIAN NURTURE
You’re not imagining it. It’s not in your head.
Nobody seems to want to talk right now.
Calls are forgotten. Messages are brief.
Replies are late.
It’s not you. It’s everyone.
We are all spent. We’re all running on empty.
We’re tired of saying “I miss you” and “I’ll see you
soon.” and “I can’t wait for this to end”.
We’re all tired of not being with one another.
You’re not imagining it. It’s not just in your head.
This is a state of existing like none we’ve ever
known. And we’re all having to go through this
alone, because we have to go through it apart.
So hang there my friends. This is hard. So do what
you can and don’t worry about the rest. We’re all
struggling to get through this.
And one day, we will be through it.
All thanks be to God!

CHRISTIAN NURTURE

Glen Carson—health concerns
Margie Barineau (Cindy Thiele’s Mom) - hospitalized with COVID
Jerry Clark—recovering from COVID-19
Brenda Veitch – health concerns
Tommy Schwangler (friend of Dussor’s) - Cancer
Paula Gunn – moved out of state to live with her daughter
Larry & Debbie Cook – health concerns
JoAnn Gomez – health concerns
Bob Clifton – health concerns
Gloria Vinson (Barbara and Laurie’s Aunt) – health concerns
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn’s Parents) – health concerns
Sue Cartmill – health concerns
Henry Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular atrophy
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns
Our Veterans, Military, First Responders, & Diplomatic Persons –
Serving around the world
* Indicates new person or change in condition

If you know of a person who should be added to the prayer list
or if someone is in the hospital, please tell Pastor Keith Abramowski,
or notify the church office. Thank You!

HOLY HUMOR

BIBLE TRIVIA
Answer to February’s Trivia Question
Who said it?

The devil said it in an effort to tempt Jesus.
Re: Luke 4

March Bible Trivia Question
Hint: Matthew 26: 15

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Passion Sunday is the fifth Sunday of Lent,
marking the beginning of the two-week period
called Passiontide.
Passiontide is a name for the last two weeks of Lent,
beginning on the Fifth Sunday of Lent, long celebrated as Passion Sunday, and ending on Holy Saturday.
Celebrate Passion Sunday on March 28, 2021

April 1, 2021
Commemorates the Washing of the Feet and
Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the Apostles.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

April 2, 2021
Good Friday marks the day when Jesus Christ was
crucified for the sins of the world. On that cross, he
accepted the weight of all our sins, so that he could
take them into Hell forever.

Celebrate our Risen Lord on Sunday, April 4.
The light of the world bringing hope to all!
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