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It’s amazing how much can change in a 
short time.  
 

The first case of COVID-19 was report-
ed in America on January 21, 2020. In 
little over a year, more than 420,000 

people have died from it. Just a year ago, we checked whether we 
had our phones before we left the house; Now, we check to make 
sure we have our masks (which a year ago, we’d never have been 
caught wearing).  
 

A year ago, we were focused on Mardi Gras parades and Valen-
tine’s Day suppers. This year, we’re not focused on any of that: 
No parades, no Valentine dinner out, and nearly 9,000 addition-
al people dead in Louisiana alone. Which is why we’re all still 
inside as much as possible, away from family, friends and loved 
ones.  
 

It’s amazing how much can change in a short time.  
 

Yet, thankfully, there is a light dawning before us. With the com-
ing increases in vaccine distribution, most of us are looking for-
ward to life returning to “normal” (or at least a modified version 
of “normal”) – perhaps by mid-summer, if all goes as planned.  
 

Which makes this, perhaps, the most dangerous time in the pan-
demic for us, as this is precisely where people will begin to relax 
their guard and take more foolish chances. That’s particularly 
worrisome with the new, more contagious strains that have 
emerged recently, even in Louisiana.  
 

As most of us yearn to “get back to normal”, I wonder, “Should 
we? Should we ‘get back to normal’, or should we strive for some-
thing ‘better than before’?”  
 

You see, crises are times when we often make the most progress. 
The waves of the bubonic plagues throughout the 14th-16th centu-
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ries led to improved living and working conditions and the 
beginning of the rise of the Middle Class (those who sur-
vived demanded more for their labor). Moreover, Shake-
speare wrote many of his greatest works during one plague 
outbreak, while Newton created optics, modern physics, 
and calculus during another. The 1918 Spanish Flu led to 
advances we take for granted today, like wide hallways and 
individual bathrooms in hotels. (Prior to 1918, hotels had 
narrow hallways and shared bathrooms.)   
 

What advances will come from this pandemic? And which 
ones will we take advantage of as people and as a church? 
Maybe we shouldn’t be looking forward to ‘getting back to 
normal’ but looking forward to seeing how to make things 
better than before. What do you think would make things 
better for our church in the future?  
 

Pastor Keith  
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Community Christian Concern 
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7KDQNV�IRU�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�FRQWULEXWH� 

 
Mount Olive 

Feeding Ministry 
remains closed due to 

COVID-19.  
 

As soon as they start up 
again, we’ll let you know.� 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 
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6HHNLQJ�D�ORFDO�PLVVLRQ�WR�FDOO�RXU�RZQ� 

 

$OO� 
'XVW�RII�\RXU�WKLQNLQJ�FDSV�DQG�OHW�VHVVLRQ�PHP�
EHUV�NQRZ�LI�WKHUH�LV�D�ORFDO�QHHG�ZH�FDQ�PHHW�LQ�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RQ�D�URXWLQH�EDVLV� 

 
6RPH�VXJJHVWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�ZHUH� 
6XSSO\�DGXOW�GLDSHUV�WR�DVVLVWHG�OLYLQJ�UHVLGHQWV� 
*LYH�0F'RQDOG�JLIW�FDUGV�RXW�WR�ORFDO�WUDQVLHQWV� 
6XSSO\�R[\JHQ�WDQNV�WR�DVVLVWHG�OLYLQJ�UHVLGHQWV� 
$GRSW�$�7HDFKHU��VXSSO\�RQH�KLJK�VFKRRO�WHDFKHU�
ZLWK�HYHU\WKLQJ�VKH�QHHGV�IRU�WKH�VFKRRO�\HDU� 
 
-HVXV�WHOOV�XV�WR�³PDNH�GLVFLSOHV�RI�DOO�QDWLRQV� 
/HW�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�JXLGH�XV�DOO�DV�ZH�VHDUFK�IRU�RXU�
FKXUFK¶V�PLVVLRQ�KHUH�LQ�6OLGHOO� 
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
 
 
 
Do you shop Amazon? Perhaps you are an Amazon 
prime member. Next time you log onto Amazon, 
start with smile.amazon.com. 
 
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F 

 
Copy and paste the link above into your browser, 
then you can sign-in to your Amazon account and 
choose your favorite charity. First Presbyterian 
Church of Slidell is now on the list of charities.  
 
Once you’ve selected the charity, ½ of 1% percent 
of all eligible purchases made via smile.amazon.com 
will be sent to the charity of your choice on a quar-
terly basis. If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.  
 
Please join amazon smiles and see that your money 
is put to good use. There are no additional charges 
for using smile.amazon.com, and it links to any 
Amazon membership you already have. 
 
Let your light shine bright in all that you do! 
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This month’s “to go” meal is 
on Wednesday, Feb. 10th 

 

Menu:  
Pork Chops, Red Potatoes, 

green beans, bread and dessert. 
 

RSVP to 
KYMBWE@yahoo.com 

 

5:30p.m. pick up or  
6:00 pm delivery 

 

All are welcome! 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 
FYI: 
 
Northshore High 
School’s color guard is 
using the CFC gym twice 
per week for rehearsals. 
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Our next Presbytery Meeting will be held  
Online on Tuesday, February 23rd 

Pastor Keith will attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
All, 
 
Lent 2021 begins on Wednesday, February 17 and 
ends on Saturday, April 3. 
 
Lenten Devotionals will be available at the church 
office. If you’d like one mailed to your home, just 
notify the church office and one will be mailed to 
you. 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
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Journey to the Cross 
 

Most of us know about the lighting of the Advent 
wreath as we move towards Christmas. It's a lovely 
way to mark  the coming birth and return of Jesus.  
 

In counterpoint, for the past few years, we have en-
gaged in a new discipleship practice during the Len-
ten season of extinguishing candles each week to 
mark Jesus' journey to his death on the Cross.  
 
On Feb 21, we will once again mark our Lenten jour-
ney with Jesus to the Cross with our Time of Lenten 
Discipleship during our online worship services. 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday! 

 

Sue Cartmill Feb 2 
Glen Carson Feb 8 
Joanne Gay Feb 8 

Michael Clark Feb 9 
Richard Dickey Feb 10 
Charles Oneill Feb 11 
Margie Wood Feb 11 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Glen Carson—health concerns 
*Margie Barineau (Cindy Thiele’s Mom) -  hospitalized with COVID 
Jerry Clark—recovering from COVID-19 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Tommy Schwangler (friend of Dussor’s) - Cancer 
Paula Gunn – moved out of state to live with her daughter 
Larry & Debbie Cook – health concerns 
JoAnn Gomez – health concerns 
Bob Clifton – health concerns 
Gloria Vinson (Barbara and Laurie’s Aunt) – health concerns 
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn’s Parents) – health concerns 
Sue Cartmill – health concerns 
Henry Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular atrophy 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
Our Veterans, Military, First Responders, & Diplomatic Persons – 

Serving around the world 
  

* Indicates new person or change in condition 
If you know of a person who should be added to the prayer list  
or if someone is in the hospital, please tell Pastor Keith Abramowski,  
or notify the church office.  Thank You! 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feb. 14th is Valentine’s Day—Who is St Valentine? 
 

A common hagiography describes Saint Valentine as a priest of 
Rome or as the former Bishop of Terni, an important town 
of Umbria, in central Italy. While under house arrest of Judge Asteri-
us, and discussing his faith with him, Valentinus (the Latin version 
of his name) was discussing the validity of Jesus. The judge put Val-
entinus to the test and brought to him the judge's adopted blind 
daughter. If Valentinus succeeded in restoring the girl's sight, Asteri-
us would do whatever he asked. Valentinus, praying to God, laid his 
hands on her eyes and the child's vision was restored. Immediately 
humbled, the judge asked Valentinus what he should do. Valentinus 
replied that all of the idols around the judge's house should be bro-
ken, and that the judge should fast for three days and then undergo 
the Christian sacrament of baptism. The judge obeyed and, as a re-
sult, freed all the Christian inmates under his authority. The judge, 
his family, and his forty-four member household (family members 
and servants) were baptized.[25] Valentinus was later arrested again for 
continuing to evangelize and was sent to the prefect of Rome, to the 
emperor Claudius Gothicus (Claudius II) himself. Claudius took a 
liking to him until Valentinus tried to convince Claudius to embrace 
Christianity, whereupon Claudius refused and condemned Valenti-
nus to death, commanding that Valentinus either renounce his faith 
or he would be beaten with clubs and beheaded. Valentinus refused 
and Claudius' command was executed outside the Flaminian 
Gate February 14, 269  



�� 

 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

February Bible Trivia Question 
 

 

Who said it?           
 

͞�ůů�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�zŽƵƌƐ�ŝĨ�zŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ŵĞ͟� 
 

Hint: Inspirational Bible Verse? 
Less so when you know who said it. 

see Luke 4  

 

 

January’s Bible Trivia Answer  

Question: How did Moses’ mother save him 

from the Egyptian soldiers? :KHQ 0RVHV��KHU�\RXQJ�

HVW FKLOG��ZDV�ERUQ��-RFKHEHG�KLG�KLP�IRU�WKUHH�PRQWKV��

:KHQ�VKH�FRXOG�KLGH�KLP�QR�ORQJHU�VKH�JRW�D�SDS\�

UXV EDVNHW IRU�KLP��DQG�SODVWHUHG�LW�ZLWK�ELWXPHQ�DQG�SLWFK��

VKH�SXW�WKH�FKLOG�LQ�LW�DQG�SODFHG�LW�DPRQJ�WKH�UHHGV�RQ�WKH�

EDQN�RI�WKH�ULYHU��7KH�GDXJKWHU�RI�3KDUDRK�FDPH�GRZQ�WR�

EDWKH�DW�WKH�ULYHU��DQG�IRXQG�WKH�EDVNHW����VHH�([RGXV���� 
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HOLY HUMOR 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

March 14, 2021 
 

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 
14, 2021 at 2:00 am. On Saturday night, set your 
clocks forward one hour to “spring ahead”. 
 

Saint Patrick’s Day is on Wednesday,  
March 17, 2021 

 
A commemoration of the missionary bishop who 
evangelized Ireland in the fifth century C.E.  
 
Celebrations are held on 17 March, the traditional 
death date of Saint Patrick (c. 385 – c. 461), the 
foremost patron saint of Ireland.  
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