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A few weeks ago, I noticed that my
tires were starting to get a little
bald, but I didn’t think too much
about it. And when I got my oil
changed, the technician made a
similar comment about my tires. I
told him “Yeah, I figure about another 10,000 miles”. He looked at me and said “Or 5,000…..
they’re getting pretty worn.” But I decided to ignore him.
Then during our recent rain, I noticed that my tires were spinning and the car was sliding on the road much more than it
should. At that point, I thought, “Hmm. Maybe I should get
those tires changed.”
So I brought it in and had them put 4 new tires. With a few
other repairs (like the alignment) added, the bill came to over
$800. That guy told me, “If you rotated your tires more often, they probably would have lasted longer.”
As I reflected on that, it reminded me a lot about the church,
specifically, how we can often ignore things we need to do,
because it’s inconvenient, or hard to do, or just not what we
want to think about. And then when we finally realize that we
need to take care of it, the cost is so much greater than it
would have been had we taken care of it earlier.
And I don’t mean that simply in the maintenance of our facilities; it’s like that even in things like worship. Years ago
we had a screen up and could have begun incorporating it in
our worship services as other churches had been doing. But
we didn’t; we preferred not having screens up or any type of
video presentations.
Twenty years later, most young people and especially young
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families expect to see screens and have interactive content in
worship, and don’t return when we don’t. Which means, we
now have to catch up if we want to interest and attract young
people and families for our church to survive. Meaning it’s
going to be more painful for us to do it now, than it would
have been 20 years ago.
But the good news is that we worship a God who believes in
resurrections, a God who believes that not even Death is final. For our God is ever ready for us to start again. The biggest problem is that his resurrection comes with pain and
death before hand: for God it was the death of the beloved
Son; for us, it might mean the death of our preferences, our
way of doing things, and learning how to live and be God’s
church in a new way.
May we have the courage and strength to follow our savior
even through death to the new life he promises.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

Congratulations to the Cases for winning our
Pelt the Pastor Promotion!
The challenge to invite a friend to church remains open.
Our Lord tells us to go and make disciples of all nations.
Matthew 4: 19 And he said to them, follow me…
Simply add a few details to the phrase “follow me”, such as
worship service times, fellowship dinner dates, and most importantly, the church’s address. YOU can make disciples.

Matthew 28:19 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
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Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

It’s time for our Fellowship Dinners to begin again.

Join us on
Wednesday, September 19th
at 6 pm
in the Fellowship Hall
Menu:
Chicken, Mac n Cheese, Salad, and Green Beans
The cost is free.
Bring an appetite and experience the mouthwatering flavors of Chef Jeff’s cuisine.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

A Special Thank you from the Bayou Woods Elementary 1st grade
teachers for the extra school supplies provided by our congregation.
Our mission will continue in the fall as we replenish student supplies
and also gather items the teachers will need. (i.e. go to kits).
Look for future updates on this mission.
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS

First Presbyterian Church’s nominating committee
is looking for two new Elders to serve God. Elders
help determine the direction of the church and what
kind of church we will be.
If you are interested in this titillating position, and
wish to help make hair-raising decisions for our
church, please contact one of the nominating committee members.
Our nominating committee members are:
Magda Angle
Joanne Gay
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE

*Katrina (The Church Cat) - health concerns
Joel Clifton (son of Bob & Helen Clifton) - cancer
Gerald Pinkston (Mrs. Glenys’ Bro.-In Law) - recovering from heart attack
Bill Goldston (Mrs. Glenys’ Brother) – health concerns
Marvin & Debbie (friends of Dussor’s) – heart troubles and dementia
Margie Barrineau (Cindy Thiele’s Mother) – recovering from mini stroke
James Mitchell – (friend of Dussor’s) – various troubles
Michael Wilcox (Son of Sue’s friend Pat) – cancer
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment
Paula Gunn – at home
Danny Holley – health concerns
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns
Florine Lott – health concerns
Vivian Huntington – health concerns
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn Dussor’s Parents) – health concerns
Alan Simmons (friend of Dussor’s) - cancer
Elwin Washburn (Brother of Vivian Huntington) parkinson’s
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, & Diplomatic Persons
- Serving around the world

* Indicates new person or change in condition
If you know of a person who should be added to or kept on the prayer list,
please let the office know.
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CHURCH FINANCES

June 2018

YTD 2018

June 2017

YTD 2017

Income

$ 9,445.59

$ 90,373.45

$ 14,318.23

$ 53,488.69

Expenses

$ 9,519.60

$ 57,006.79

$ 7,279.55

$ 48,715.58

Surplus/
Deficit

($ 74.01)

$ 33,366.66

$ 7,038,68

$ 4,773.11

Income

July 2018
$ 9,028.00

YTD 2018
$ 99,401.45

July 2017
$ 8,384.65

YTD 2017
$ 61,873.34

Expenses

$ 15,393.37

$ 72,400.16

$ 8,858.46

$ 57,574.04

Surplus/
Deficit

($ 6,365.37)

$27,001.29

($ 473.81)

$ 4,299.30

Money is a terrible master but an excellent
servant. --P.T. Barnum
May we use it to forever serve the Lord!

9

WORSHIP PAGES

Join Us on Sunday, September 2nd
As we Celebrate Communion
“In Remembrance of our Risen Lord”

If you have any suggestions, announcements,
or articles for our newsletter, please submit
them to Pastor Keith or Dawn Dussor in the
church office or email churchoffice@i-55.com
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WORSHIP PAGES

Sept 2 Wilma Dickey
Sept 9 Dawn Dussor
Sept 16 Larry Gay
Sept 23 Jeff McDowell
Sept 30 D’Loye Swift
Greeters: Magda Angle, Richard Dickey
Snack Preparation: JoAnne Gay
Communion Prep: Margie Wood
Guest Accompanist: Kyle Cripps
$$ Counters: Larry Gay, Sue Cartmill
“Faithless is he that says farewell when the road
darkens.”
— J.R.R. Tolkien
Thanks to all of our faithful worship assistants!
We could not do this without you.
Dawn
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September 2
Song of Solomon 2: 8-13
James 1: 17-27
Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23
Sermon:
Problems of the Heart

September 9
Isaiah 35: 4-7a
James 2: 1-17
Mark 7: 24-37
Sermon:
Expect a Miracle

September 16
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
James 3: 1-12
Mark 8: 27-38
Sermon:
The Cross in the Road

September 23
Jeremiah 11: 18-20
James 3:13—4: 12
Mark 9: 30-37
Sermon:
Living With Others

September 30
Esther 7: 1-6, 9-10; 9: 20-22
James 5: 13-20
Mark 9: 38-50
Sermon:
Doing Good, Large and Small

*BOLD indicates primary scripture passage
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MINISTRY NEWS

Facilities and Finance
George Dussor (‘18)
Laurie Clark (‘19)
Glen Carson (‘20)

WMMCCE
(Worship, Mission, Member Care, Christian Ed)
Wilma Dickey (‘18)
Jeff McDowell (‘19)
Larry Gay (‘20)

Lewis Wrenne 5th
Jo Ann Gomez 11th
Brenda Veitch 11th
Florine Lott 18th
Samantha Dussor 28th

Happy Birthday! From all of us here at FPC
*Missing a birthday? Please notify the church office ASAP.
Thank you.
13

THE MISSIONS CORNER

Help Feed the Hungry
Saturday, September 2, 2018
9 a.m. till Noon.
@ Mount Olive
2457 2nd St, Slidell, LA 70458
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THE MISSIONS CORNER

Community Christian Concern & Miramon Center (CCC)
offers emergency basic need to families in Slidell, & Pearl
River & the transitional men's facility.
CCC is located at 2515 Carey St.,
Slidell, LA 70458 Ph # 985-646-0357
In addition to a monthly cash contribution, we donate
McDonald gift cards to CCC to distribute to needy families.
A special thanks to all who are contributing to this worthy
cause and to those who continue to fill our foyer bins with
dry goods for the CCC food pantry. This is a huge help
during the summer months.

Bible Verse Request:
We would like to put memorable
scripture verses onto each McDonald’s gift card sleeve we donate.
Please write down a bible verse that
you would like to share and put it into the offering
plate. We will gather the suggestions and use them on
the next batch of gift cards we send. Thank you.
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THE MISSIONS CORNER

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
PEACEMAKING AND RECONCILIATION
Sometimes it feels the world is coming at us
so quickly that we don’t know which way to turn,
where to look, what to do next. In a chaotic world,
we find strength in knowing that God is always
near.
Today, we are joining in Paul’s prayer that
God grant us “peace at all times, in all ways.”
Peace. For our world, our family, our community,
our church and ourselves — peace at all times, in all
ways.
When the peace treaty was signed between
Egypt and Israel in 1979, President Jimmy Carter
quoted the journalist Walker Knight, saying “peace
is active, not passive; peace is doing, not waiting …
peace, like war, is waged.” The Peace & Global
Witness Offering our church supports provides the
tools and resources for us as we join together as active peacemakers.
The Peace & Global Witness Offering is received
September 2 - October 7.
Please give generously. Thank you!
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COMING ATTRACTIONS
Sometime in the latter part
of October, following worship, we will take tour of
Slidell’s Greenwood Cemetery led by our very own,
John Case.
After the tour, we will enjoy a brown bag lunch and
fellowship with each other at the cemetery.

HOLY HUMOR
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1041 NINTH STREET
SLIDELL, LA 70458

Service Times:
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m.
Worship – 10:15 a.m.
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