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Recently, Eugene Peterson, the ac-
claimed pastor, scholar, and biblical 
translator of “The Message” Bible 
passed away. His Bible translation is 
intended as an accessible version in 
everyday language, but also meant to 
convey the power in the Scripture. (I 
recommend his wonderful transla-
tion.)  
 

In thinking of his death, I remember a story he relates about visit-
ing a monastery. On the way to lunch, he walked past the grave-
yard where he noticed an open grave within it. Turning to his host, 
Peterson expressed his sympathy for their loss. His host gave him a 
confused look and said, “No one has died here recently.” Now it 
was Peterson’s turn to look confused and he asked whom the grave 
was for. His host replied, “We don’t know; it’s for whomever is 
next.” Peterson marveled that three times a day, as they walked to 
eat, these monks were reminded of something that most of us 
spend our lives trying to ignore: “One of us will be next.”  
 

That’s not something most of us want to think about, is it? We live 
in what Ernst Becker calls “The Denial of Death,” where we thrust 
any thought of our eventual end as far away as possible. Here in 
America that denial of death is taken to its extreme, where we glo-
rify  youth. Few of us look forward to “getting older.” As Betty 
Davis said “Getting old isn’t for sissies.”  
 

Of course, that wasn’t always the case. (Well, the getting old thing 
might have been.) Until recently, the contemplation of death was 
once a regular feature of spiritual life — and still is for some. Many 
old country churches have a graveyard either in or behind the 
church grounds. Meaning that each time they come to worship, the 
members are reminded of the saints who had come before them and 
who they would one day follow. In fact, in those great cathedrals of 
Europe, the dead are buried into the walls and floors, so that the 
worshippers are joined each week by the saints who went before 
them.  
 

I think that reminded them, not just of the eventual end of their 
own lives, but the preciousness of life and the lives of those around 
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them. It was a reminder to “seize the day” and show our love and 
thankfulness for those around us, for one day “one of us will be 
‘next.’” 
 

Before it’s too late, take time to express your thankfulness to those 
who have made a difference in your life, those who were saints to 
you at some time. Make a call, write a letter, do something to ex-
press you love and gratitude for all that they meant to you — 
something they might not even know about themselves. Take that 
time, just a few minutes, and let them know. For it’s hearts that 
are poured out at gravesides, not resumes or financial portfolios. 
And it’s because of the grace of the “Coming One ” that makes life 
so precious, makes those saints so special, and makes love such a 
gift.  
 

Blessings & Peace 
Keith 
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All Saints Day  
 

In the Catholic church, every day of the 
year has a saint’s feast associated with it. 
It’s a day when special thanks and 
prayers are offered to God for that per-
son. But, over the centuries, nearly than 
10,000 people were canonized as “saints”.  
Since each saint couldn’t have a special 
day of their own, the church instituted  

“All Saints’ Day” to celebrate all those saints who did not 
have specific feasts associated with them. (This is where 
“Halloween” came from; All Saints’ Day used to be known 
as All Hallows’ Day and the day before was “All Hallows’ 
Eve” which became Halloween.)  
 

We Presbyterians, obviously, don’t honor saints the same 
way the Catholic church does. But it is a wonderful way to 
remember, celebrate, and give thanks to God for all those 
“saints” who came before us, taught us, and passed the faith 
to us. And it is a wonderful way to remember our call to 
pass on the faith to the saints that will come after us.  In 
that Spirit, we will celebrate All Saints’ Day on the first 
Sunday in November.  

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

A Gaelic Prayer  
 

As the hand is made for holding, 
And the eye is made for seeing,  

You, O Lord, have made me for joy.  
Share with me thy vision,  

So that I may see your joy everywhere I look.  
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 
 

Join us for our fellowship dinner on 
Wednesday 

November 7th 
at 6 pm 

in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Menu:  
Pork, Sweet Potatoes, Salad,  

Green Beans, & Dessert 
 

The cost is free.   
Come and experience the savory cuisine 

prepared by our very own, Chef Jeff. 
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 

Veterans Day originated as “Armistice Day” on Nov. 11, 
1919, the first anniversary of the end of World War I.  
 

Congress passed a resolution in 1926 for an annual observance, 
and November 11 became a national holiday 
beginning in 1938.   
 

Unlike Memorial Day, Veterans Day pays trib-
ute to all American veterans—living or dead—but 
especially gives thanks to living veterans who 
served their country honorably during war or 
peacetime.  

Remember to thank a Veteran 

 
 
 
 

You are invited to attend the baptism of  
 

Stella Sarah Grace West 
 

Sunday, November 11 
during worship   

 

Stella is daughter of Katie Dickey West 
Granddaughter of Jeff and Alyssa Dickey 

Great Granddaughter of Wilma and Richard Dickey 
Reception to follow at the Dickey’s house 

58090 Liberty Oaks Slidell LA 70460 
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church’s nominating committee 
has two nominees to present to the congregation for 
approval for the upcoming Elder Class of 2021.   

 
If you always wanted to be a church Elder, now is 
your chance.  You can notify a nominating commit-
tee member, an elder, or you may wish to wait and 
put your name in the hat for the vote during the con-
gregational meeting to be held in November. 
Look for upcoming announcements for the date and 
time of meeting. 
 

Committee Members: 
Magda Angle, Wilma Dickey, George Dussor,  

Joanne Gay, and Margie Wood 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

Wishing each and every one of you and 
your families a very happy and blessed 
Thanksgiving from all of us here at 
First Presbyterian Church! 
 

If there is one thing we can all be thank-
ful for it’s the endless love of God and 
the many blessings He has bestowed and 
continues to bestow upon our church 
family. Thanks Be To God!  

 

REMEMBER TO SET  
YOUR CLOCKS BACK  

 

Remember to set your 
clocks back on Saturday 
November 3. Daylight Sav-
ings Time ends Sunday, 
November 4.  
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

 
 

  
The Family & Friends of Danny Holley – on his passing 
Pat Pichon – health concerns 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Karen Kruebbe (Dawn’s Sister) – Skin Cancer / undergoing treatments 
Larry Lee (friend of Dussor’s) – cancer 
Roy Casto (friend of the Mrs. Glenys) – health concerns 
Gerald Pinkston (Mrs. Glenys’ Brother-In Law)  - under hospice care 
Joel Clifton (son of Bob & Helen Clifton) - cancer 
Marvin & Debbie (friends of Dussor’s) – heart troubles and dementia 
Margie Barrineau (Cindy Thiele’s Mother) – recovering from mini stroke 
James Mitchell – (friend of Dussor’s) – various troubles 
Michael Wilcox (Son of Sue’s friend Pat) – cancer 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Paula Gunn – at home 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
Florine Lott – health concerns 
Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn Dussor’s Parents) – health concerns 
Alan Simmons (friend of Dussor’s) - cancer 
Elwin Washburn (Brother of Vivian Huntington) parkinson’s 
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, & Diplomatic Persons 
–           Serving around the world 

  
* Indicates new person or change in condition 

If you know of a person who should be added to the prayer list or if someone 
is in the hospital, please tell Pastor Keith Abramowski, or notify the office.  

Thank You! 
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MINISTRY NEWS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linnie Stasney Nov 8 
Ashleigh Nicosia Nov 13 

Susan Boots Nov 17 
 

Happy Birthday  
From all of us here at FPC 

 

*Missing a birthday?  Please notify the church office ASAP. 

 
Facilities and Finance 

 

George Dussor (‘18)  
Laurie Clark (‘19) 
Glen Carson (‘20)  

 
WMMCCE 

(Worship, Mission, Member Care, 
Christian Ed) 

 

Wilma Dickey (‘18)  
Jeff McDowell (‘19) 

Larry Gay (‘20)  
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HOLY HUMOR 
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November 4 
 

Ruth 1:1-18 
Hebrews 9:11-14 
Mark 12:28-34 
Sermon:   Communing With Our Dead   
 
 
 
 

November 11 
 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
Hebrews 9: 24-28 
Mark 12:38-44 
Sermon:   The One to Watch  
 
 
 
 

November 18 
 

1 Samuel 1:4-20; 2:1-10 
Hebrews 10:11-25 
Mark 13:1-8 
Sermon:   Depends on How You Look At It  
 
 
 
 

November 25 
 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Revelations 1:4b-8 
John 18:33-37 
Sermon:   Guest Preacher (or Something)  
 

 

*BOLD indicates primary scripture passage 
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WORSHIP PAGES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lay Leaders: 
Nov 4 Wilma Dickey 
Nov 11 Jeff McDowell 
Nov 18 Dawn Dussor 
Nov  25 Larry Gay 
 

Greeters:  
Nov 4 Magda Angle and Dawn Dussor 
Nov 11 Magda Angle and Cindy Thiele 
Nov 18 Magda Angle and Cindy Thiele 
Nov  25 Magda Angle and Joanne Gay 
 

Snack Preparation: JoAnne Gay 
 

Communion Prep: Margie Wood 
 

Guest Accompanist: Kyle Cripps 
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Join Us on Sunday, November 4th 
As we Celebrate Communion 

“In Celebration With our Risen Lord”  

WORSHIP PAGES 

 
Pastor Keith will be taking vacation days  
November 19-25. 
 

Rev. Bob Malsbary will be our Pulpit Supply 
Pastor on Sunday, November 25th. 
 

Dawn will be out of town that same week 
traveling to NC to check on her parents. 
She will be available by phone if there is an 
emergency.  Her cell # is 985 285 9266. 
The church office will be open Monday and 
Tuesday, Nov 19-20, then closed Wed, Nov 
21 through Friday, Nov 23 due to the 
Thanksgiving Holiday.  Our office will re-
open Tuesday, Nov. 27th. 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 

Help Serve our Lord by  
Feeding the Hungry 

 

Saturday, November 3, 2018 
9 a.m. till Noon. 
@ Mount Olive  

2457 2nd St, Slidell, LA 70458  
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 THE MISSIONS CORNER 

 
6.5 million people in the United States have an intellectual or 
developmental disability. Evergreen Presbyterian Ministries’ 
Mission is to serve, provide for and champion individuals with 
disabilities. 
Evergreen Life Services (ELS) is a non-profit organization that 
provides a full range of professional services to people with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). Founded in the 
1950s, today we are proud to serve nearly 1,300 individuals with 
disabilities in 8 states.  Evergreen supports individuals with disabili-
ties by: 
• Helping them find self-worth and abilities. 
• Teaching basic life and social skills, job and financial training. 
• Quality care for medical and behavioral needs. 
• Opportunities for meaningful employment. 
• An independent and abundant life. 
• A place they can call home. 
• Love, acceptance, value and friendship. 
• Advocate for the rights of individuals with disabilities. 
• Help society understand disabilities and how they can help. 
• Support individuals in making their dreams a reality. 
 

We will collect for this offering on Sunday, November 18th. 
Please prayerfully consider what you can give to this worthy cause. 
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Samaritan’s Purse:  Operation Christmas Child 
 

If you would like to fill a shoe box, the suggestions are be-
low. Each box costs $9 to ship. If you would like to make a 
donation for the shipping, please make the check out to 
Samaritan's Purse. 
• Remember no war toys, no liquids, no toothpaste, and 

no candy.  
 

Choose an age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14 and decide on 
girl or boy. 
 

Toys: Include items that children will immediately em-
brace such as toy cars, yo-yos, jump ropes, stuffed animals, 
balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batter-
ies), etc. 
School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, 
markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and 
picture books, etc. 
Non-liquid Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, 
combs, washcloths, etc. 
Accessories: T-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jew-
elry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 
Crafts: Make your own items such as hair bows, finger 
puppets, and friendship bracelets.  
 
Collection: Nov 11 @ FPC 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 

 
Community Christian Concern & 
Miramon Center (CCC) offers emer-
gency basic need to families in Sli-
dell, & Pearl River & the transitional 
men's facility.   

CCC is located at 2515 Carey St.,  
Slidell, LA 70458 Ph # 985-646-0357 

We as a church family send: McDonald gift cards, food for 
families in need, and a monthly cash contribution to CCC. 
A big Thank You to all who contribute to this worthy cause. 
 

Mrs. Margie volunteers at CCC and has done so twice a 
week since 1991.  
  

Bravo Mrs. Margie for all you do for the needy at CCC.  
You are making an impact!   
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FIRST GRADE FUND RAISER 
 

In August, we managed to collect 
enough school supplies to fill 5 back 
packs, each with the requirements for a 
first grade student. 
 

Beginning in November, we can supplement student 
supplies by bringing in: 
 

Wide Rule Spiral Notebooks 
Wide Rule Loose Leaf Paper 

#2 Pencils 
 
Phase 2 of our mission is to supply the teachers with 
needed items for a “go to” kit. Please bring in: 
 

Bleach Wipes 
Dry Erase Pencils 

Underwear for Boy/Girl ages 7-8 
Socks for Boy/Girl ages 7-8 

Child Tennis Shoes/Sneakers sizes 6-8 
Paper Towels 

Kleenex 
Instant Hand Sanitzer 

Mr. Clean Erasers 
Post It Notes 

Staples 
 
We will collect these items Nov 1– 30 and deliver all 
to a local school in December. 
 

Thank You for Your Support! 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Progressive Advent Adorning 
 

Advent is a time of preparation as we slowly move towards the 
birth of the Christ child. It’s a four week period intended to remind 
us of the waiting that Israel did before Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem so 
long ago.  
 

In that spirit of waiting, over the past few 
year, rather than have one day of putting 
up all our Advent decoration, we have had 
a gradual one, where we add a few decora-
tions each week to our sanctuary during 
our Passing of the Peace. We will continue 
that tradition again this year, beginning on 
the First Sunday of Advent, December 2.   

Advent & Christmas   
 

Advent is a time of prepara-
tion, where we prepare our 
hearts for the coming of the 
Christ child. It is the time 
we remember the longing 
people had as they awaited 

the coming messiah. Like them we take time each year to 
pause and wait with longing for the coming of Christ at 
Christmas. Rather than get caught up in the Christmas cra-
ziness, get caught by God’s slow, meditative, longing time 
of Advent. Think now about where you want Christ born 
anew in your heart and let us see him born there this Christmas.  
 
Advent begins on December 2 and our Christmas Eve Service 
will be December 24. More details to come.  
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Christmas Joy Offering 
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season,  we turn 
our eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior.  
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by  
providing assistance to current and retired church  workers in 
their time of need, and developing our future leaders at Presbyte-
rian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.   
Please give generously!  Thank You. 

Hospitalized Children Holiday Fundraiser 
 

After speaking to the hospital staff at Ochsner in Slidell, it was 
brought to our attention the need for items to entertain older 
hospitalized children (i.e. Teens).  Items such as age appropriate 
movies on DVD, Games for an X-Box 360, and even an addi-
tional gaming system with age appropriate games would be well 
received. 
No one likes to be in the hospital, especially during the holidays.  
Let’s do what we can to brighten a child’s life by sharing the 
love of Jesus with him/her. 
If you wish to make a monetary donation, please note hospital 
on your check and we will do the shopping. 
We will deliver what we have to the hospital by Dec 15th. 

Thank You For Your Support! 
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1041 N
inth Street  

Slidell, La 70458 

Service Tim
es: 

Bible Study – 9:00 a.m
. 

W
orship – 10:15 a.m

. 
   


