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As I write this pastor’s message, 
the radio reported on a winter 
storm that caused dangerous ice in 
Texas and will drop snow and ice 
all the way to New York. It made 
me hopeful  that we might get one 
more blast of cold weather this 

winter. Alas, it seems not to be: Our forecast will keep tempera-
tures in the upper 70s and low 80s with high humidity…. Winter is 
over; Spring is here, and Summer is coming.  
 
But that made me wonder: Where did the term “spring” come from 
to describe this season? It seems a strange word to use to describe 
this season of the year. Where did that come from?  
 
I found that it’s from an archaic, Old English word, “Springan,” 
meaning “to begin to appear, especially the dawn as well as 
plants.” The word described how the dawn and the sunlight along 
with plants and flowers began to appear (or spring up) more and 
more at this time of the year.  
 
Interestingly, this word for Spring was not widely used until about 
Shakespeare’s time. Before that time, people used another word to 
describe Spring. They called it “Lencten” or “Lengthen” as in “the 
days are lengthening, or getting longer.”  
 
While today we call it spring not “Length,” the church still uses 
that old word each springtime. It was shortened into “Lent,” the 40 
day period of reflection and penitence before Easter. Where all 
around us the signs of spring are bursting out, we Christians are 
encouraged to pause in this time of life’s renewal, and consider the 
price that our renewal in Christ cost. While all around us life be-
gins to say “celebrate,” (particularly in Louisiana, where we go 
from “Mardi Gras season” to “Festival Season”) we, Christians, 
say “pause, pray, and be penitent.” That’s because we know that 
our new life comes not with the rising of nature in Spring, but with 
the dying and rising of Christ.  
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That’s one reason why Lent is my favorite time of the Church 
Year. Winter is my favorite season (because I love the cold and 
chilliness of winter). But Lent is my favorite season of the Church 
Year because it’s so counter-cultural. While all the world is telling 
us to celebrate and have fun with the coming of Spring, God re-
minds us what that new life cost: the life of the only begotten Son, 
who died because of our sins.  
 
When looking at the rebirth of nature, I remember the opening 
words of the Westminster Confession of Faith. It says (to para-
phrase) that while nature might show us the goodness of God, it 
cannot show us the salvation that God has brought us. Only the 
light of Christ and the words of the Scriptures can do that for us. 
As we see the rebirth of the world around us, let us not forget that 
our rebirth comes not through the season of Spring, but through 
the seasons of Lent and Easter.  
 
Blessings & Peace  
Keith  
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

As you all know, we have a 
regular Fellowship Supper on 
the second Wednesday of the 

month to join together as a 
church in fellowship and good 

food by “Chef Jeff”. 
  

This month will be a little different;  
On Sunday, March 11, we will have a  

 

Fellowship Pot Luck Luncheon  
 

following our worship and Annual Meeting.  
 

Pull out some recipes and share your favorite recipes with us. 
 

 
Our church’s Annual Meeting 

 will be held  on Sunday, March 11.  
 

During the worship service, we will 
see where we’ve been over the last 

year, and to where we hope to go this 
year and in years to come. 

 
Please make plans to worship with us 
as we show our gratitude to God for 

the grace shown to us in 2017.  
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ELDERS 
 

Facilities and Finance 
George Dussor (‘18)  
Laurie Clark (‘19) 
Glen Carson (‘20)  
 

 

WMMCCE 
(Worship, Mission, Member Care, Christian Ed) 
Wilma Dickey (‘18)  
Jeff McDowell (‘19) 
Larry Gay (‘20)  

MINISTRY NEWS  

 
 
 
 

Reminder: 
Set your clocks ahead 

one hour (Spring Forward) 
either before bed  
Saturday evening, 

 or at 2 a.m. Sunday morning. 
 
 

Daylight Savings Time begins 
Sunday, March 11, 2018 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Help Feed the Hungry 
Saturday, March 3, 2018 

9 a.m. till Noon. 
Mount Olive Feeding Ministry 
2457 2nd St, Slidell, LA 70458  

 

Community Christian Concern & Miramon 
Center (CCC) offers emergency basic need to 
families in Slidell, Pearl River & transitional 
men's facility.   

CCC is at 2515 Carey St., Slidell, LA  70458 
Ph # 985-646-0357 

We, at FPC, support the local CCC by contrib-
uting funds, food, and McDonald gift cards 
monthly.  

If you have non-perishable food items to bring, place it in one of the 
blue bins in either of the church foyers. We will deliver to CCC. 

If your contribution is monetary, note CCC or McDonalds gift card 
on your check or envelope. 

Thanks for all those who continue to contribute to this worthy cause! 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 

 

 
 
 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

Every year, on Easter, churches across 
the country contribute to a special offer-
ing, One Great Hour of Sharing. Begun 
after World War II, it continues to help 
those in need around the world.  
 

In the PC(USA), our contributions are split between the  Pres-
byterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the Self Development of 
People (SDOP), and the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP). 
Throughout March special moments for mission will let us 
know how we can help share Christ’s love with others. Please 
consider giving generously to this important offering.  

One Great  
Shower of Herring   

 
Yes, it’s almost that time again! It’s  
almost time to get ready for the One 
Great Shower of Herring! Each year 
our church supplies fish collection 

boxes and a giving calendar to help children understand the 
needs of others in the world and involve them in the One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering.  
 

Well I say: Don’t we all consider ourselves children of God? 
Of course we do. That’s why I encourage every family to take 
a fish box home and follow the calendar, or put their loose 
change, or however else they want to fill them up. We’ll col-
lect them the week after Easter in a special One Great Shower 
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Northminster Presbyterian has cordially invited us to their  
Maundy Thursday Service, on March 29 at 6pm. 

For the past few years this exchange has become a little tradi-
tion between our two churches. We pray everyone can join us 

in this shared ministry experience  
Northminster Presbyterian’s address is:  

63140 North Military Rd. (Hwy. 1090), Pearl River 

WORSHIP PAGES 

 
Good Friday marks the day when Jesus 
Christ was crucified for the sins of the 
world. On that cross, he accepted the 
weight of all our sins, so that he could 

take them into Hell forever.  
 

In commemoration of that day, our church will hold a  
 

Good Friday Service  
 

on Friday, March 30, starting at 6pm.  
 

We invite everyone to join us for this special, solemn, and 
moving service.  
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Responders Schedule for January 
 
Mar 4  Wilma Dickey 
Mar 11 D’Loye Swift 
Mar 18 Dawn Dussor 
Mar 25 Jeff McDowell 

 
Greeters: Richard Dickey and Magda Angle 

Snack Preparation:  JoAnne Gay 
Communion Prep:  Margie Wood 

Worship Prep: Sue Cartmill 

Friday 
March 2, 2018 

 

Lenten Devotionals can be 
found in either of the church 

foyers. 
 

Please take one to read as we 
journey to the cross together. 

WORSHIP PAGES 
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LECTIONARY READINGS 
       

 
 
 
 

 

Mar 4  
Numbers 21: 4-9 
Ephesians 2: 1-10  
John 3: 14-21 
Sermon:   Jesus, the Good Serpent 

 

Mar 11 
Genesis 17: 1-6, 15-17 
Romans 4: 13-25 
Genesis 21: 1-6 
Sermon:   Is There Still Hope?  

 

Mar 18 
Jeremiah 31: 31-34  
Hebrews 5: 5-10 
John 12: 20-33 
Sermon:   Refocusing Our Vision  
 

Mar 25 — Palm and Passion Sunday 
Mark 11: 1-11 
Philippians 2: 5-11 
Mark 15: 1-39  
Sermon:   Which Parade Will You Join?  
 

Bold indicates preliminary sermon title and principle  
scriptural passages. 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

 
 

  
Michael Wilcox (Son of Sue’s friend Pat) – Cancer 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Paula Gunn – at home 
JoAnn Stringer – recovering at home from a stroke 
Danny Holley – health concerns 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
Ms. Rudy Duckworth – at home 
Florine Lott – health concerns 
Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn Dussor’s Parents) – health concerns 
Alan Simmons (friend of Dussor’s) - cancer 
Jaimee Hipps (friend of Dussor’s) - cancer 
Jay Charbonnet – (friend of Dussor’s) kidney dialysis 
Elwin Washburn (Brother of Vivian Huntington) Parkinson’s 
Muriel Martin – at home 
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, & Diplomatic Per-
sons – Serving around the world 

  
* Indicates new person or change in condition 
If you know of a person who should be added to or kept on the prayer list, 
please let the office know. 
If someone is in the hospital, please tell Pastor Keith Abramowski, or call 
the church office. 
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HOLY HUMOR 
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If you have any suggestions, announcements, 
or articles for our newsletter, please submit 

them to Pastor Keith or Dawn Dussor in the 
church office or email churchoffice@i-55.com 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Join us here at FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
on Sunday, April 1st at 10:15 am 

to celebrate our Risen Lord! 


