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I’m sure all of us have seen when 
the great cathedral of Notre 
Dame in Paris suffered massive 
damage on Monday of Holy 
Week. Begun in 1160, Notre 
Dame took nearly 100 years for 
the construction to be mostly 

completed and stand for over 800 years, but it took less than 6 
hours for it to be devastated. Watching it burn, it felt as if we all 
lost a part of our collective history and heritage.  
 
Yet though this fire destroyed 900 years of history, architecture 
and beauty, there were some blessings. First, no one died and 
only one firefighter was seriously injured in the blaze. For a fire 
that destructive, it’s a blessing that only one person was hurt. 
Second, that according to all evidence so far, this seems to have 
been an accident rather than a terrorist attack.  
 
And thankfully, most of the structure itself remains intact. One 
person commented the genius of the medieval builders and 
stonemasons and the flying buttresses which allowed the roof to 
collapse without threatening the remaining structure. This has 
allowed people to speculate on the eventual rebuilding (or as 
some hinted “resurrection”): whether a restoration to its original 
look, or adapted in new ways.  
 
Of course, much was made of this occurring on Holy Week, a 
week of sorrow and suffering, yet with the resurrection coming 
on Easter Sunday. Many people took the destruction and hope-
ful rebuilding as a metaphor for the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. And yet, to me, I think that metaphor misses the point. 
Jesus is resurrected, not to his former life, but to transforma-
tional life – life beyond the understanding of the world 
 
Instead, I see the destruction of Notre Dame as a metaphor for 
our sacramental life in the world today. In Luke’s version of the 
Lord’s Supper, Jesus tells his disciples “Do this in remembrance 
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of me.” That “remembrance” is not simply a reliving or reenact-
ing of the past, but of making the past an active transformed re-
ality in the present. As one commentator remarked, “In the sac-
rament of communion, we remember Jesus’ act and we move for-
ward.” We don’t try to ‘hold on to’ him as Mary sought to do. 
Instead, we let him change us as we move forward in our pre-
sent.  
 
And that’s what we need to do in our church: Not trying to hold 
on to the past or recapture former glory, but “to remember and 
move forward” in the future that God has for us.  
 
 
 
Blessings & Peace  
Keith  
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ELDERS 
 

Facilities and Finance 
Laurie Clark (‘19) 
Glen Carson (‘20)  
Jim Veitch (‘21) 
 

WMMCCE 
(Worship, Mission, Member Care, Christian Ed) 
Jeff McDowell (‘19) 
Larry Gay (‘20)  
Wilma Dickey (‘21)  

WORSHIP PAGES 
 

 
 
Join us for Communion 
Sunday, May 5, 2019 
As we celebrate our Risen Lord! 

Every time you hear the organ played in 
church, know that it was our beloved organist, 
Danny Holley, who graciously donated the 
organ to First Presbyterian Church. 
 

We will have a plaque made and affixed to the 
organ in honor of Danny’s many years of ser-
vice with us. 
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Responders Schedule for May 
 
May 5  Samantha Gossoo 
May 12 Jeff McDowell 
May 19 Dawn Dussor 
May 26 Wilma Dickey 

 
Greeters: Richard Dickey and Magda Angle 

Snack Preparation:  JoAnne Gay 
Communion Prep:  Margie Wood 

WORSHIP PAGES 
Ascension Day, Thurs., May 30th 

Celebrated Sunday, June 2nd 
 

Ever wonder what it might have been like to 

be a disciple when Jesus ascended into heaven? 

He gave them the monumental task of making 

disciples of all the world. Plus, they’d have to 

do it without relying on Jesus’ physical presence, as they had 

until then. Were the disciples overwhelmed, uncertain, afraid? 

Maybe… we don’t really know.  
 

Yet they went on to spread the gospel throughout the world 

nonetheless. They rose to the challenge because they fixed 

their gaze above as they watched Jesus disappear into the 

clouds. Ascension wasn’t the end of Jesus’ work; it was a new 

beginning that now includes us.  
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 

 
 

  
Royce Cannon (friend of Dussor’s) – recovering from back surgery 
Alice Cartmill Johnson (Sue’s daughter) – recovering from back surgery 
Helen Clifton – recovering from knee surgery 
Glenys Patrick – recovering from hip surgery 
Prayers of Thanksgiving for Mileigh Louise Harter born Feb 27, 2019 
     - Barbara & Larry Nicosia’s 1st Grandchild 
Don Simmons (friend of Dussor’s) – health concerns 
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Evelyn Agnelly (friend of Veitches) - Cancer 
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular atrophy 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Roy Casto (friend of the Mrs. Glenys) – health concerns 
Joel Clifton (son of Bob & Helen Clifton) - cancer 
Michael Wilcox (Son of Sue’s friend Pat) – cancer 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Paula Gunn – at home 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Elwin Washburn (Brother of Vivian Huntington) Parkinson’s 
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, & Diplomatic Persons – 
      Serving around the world 

  
* Indicates new person or change in condition 

If you know of a person who should be added to the prayer list,  the office know. 
If someone is in the hospital, please tell Pastor Keith Abramowski, or call the church 

office. 
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LECTIONARY READINGS 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 5 
Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) 
Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 
Sermon:     Jesus: Lover of Failure 
 

May 12  
Acts 9:36-43 
Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 
Sermon:        One Shepherd, One Flock, Every Tear, Every Tribe 
 

May 19 
Acts 11:1-18 
Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 
Sermon:         Dragging the Church Kicking & Screaming 
 

May 26  
Acts 16:9-15 
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
John 14:23-29  
Sermon:    Good News for Orphans 

 
BOLD indicates the primary scripture passage. 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Continue the ministry of Jesus Christ! 

Help Feed the Hungry 
Saturday, May 4, 2018 

9 a.m. till Noon. 
@ Mount Olive  

2457 2nd St, Slidell, LA 70458  

 

Community Christian Concern 
& Miramon Center (CCC) offers 
emergency basic need to fami-
lies in Slidell, & Pearl River & 
the transitional men's facility.   

CCC is located at 2515 Carey St., Slidell, LA 70458 
Ph # 985-646-0357 
 
CCC needs help stocking its pantry for the summer.  
They are asking for peanut butter, jelly, canned meats, 
and canned vegetables.  There are blue bins in each of 
the church foyers to put your donations in. 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 
 

 
 
 
 

Donations made to the PC(USA) Pentecost Offering help:  
 

Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) 
Ministries With Youth 
and Children At Risk. 

 
Please consider contributing to this very special offering so 

we can share the love of Christ with others. 
   

We will collect for this offering May 19 through June 9. 
Simply note Pentecost on your check or envelope.  Thanks! 

 

1st Grade Fundraiser 
 

It’s time to start collecting for the 2019-2020 
school year.  Last year we donated five back-
packs, each filled with the required supplies. 
In addition, we supplied  teachers with addi-
tional items, such as:  bleach wipes, post it notes, 
staples, dry erase markers, spare underwear and 
spare tennis shoes for the children. 
See supply list below.  Please give generously!   
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
 

Happy Birthday To: 
 

David McDowell May 4 
Larry Gay May 5 

Cindy Thiele May 14 
Gerald Clark May 27 

Jeff McDowell May 28 

Avoid cooking! 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall  

Wednesday, May 8 at 6 pm 
for our Monthly  

Fellowship Dinner 
 

Menu: Gumbo, Salad & Dessert 
Hope to see you there! 

Due to many leaks in the church’s flat roof, and 
due the abundance of patches over years past, it is 
time for us to replace the “Holy” roof with a 
brand new one, lighter in color, which will help 
keep our electric bill costs down. 
 
After many quotes, questions, and session meet-
ings, the new roof will cost $57,000.00 
We hope to recoup these monies over a three year 
time period to replenish the account so we have 
enough funds to keep the doors open and keep 
our wonderful Pastor here at FPC. 
 
If you wish to contribute to this very important 
cause, just write ROOF on your check or enve-
lope. Thank you for your continued support of 
FPC and all that we do! 
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
      Sunday, May 12th, is Mother’s Day  
Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can 
be traced back to the ancient Greeks and Ro-
mans, who held festivals in honor of the 
mother goddesses Rhea and Cybele.   
The modern holiday of Mother's Day was first 
celebrated in 1908, when Anna Jarvis held a 
memorial for her mother at St Andrew's Meth-
odist Church in Grafton, West Virginia. which 

now holds the International Mother's Day Shrine.  
 

We will plant a garden here at FPC to honor our Mothers. If you 
wish to purchase a plant, the cost is $10 each. Note Mother’s day on 
your check or envelope.  Look for a photo of our garden in our 
next newsletter.  Happy Mother’s Day to all Mothers! 

Monday, May 27th, 2019 is  
Memorial Day 

 

Memorial Day is an American holiday, 
observed on the last Monday of May,  
honoring the men and women who died 
while serving in the U.S. military.  
 

Previously known as Decoration Day, it 
originated in the years following the Civil 
War and became an official federal holi-
day in 1971.  
 

Many will visit the graves of those who  
gave their “last full measure of devotion”. 
 
“It is foolish and wrong to mourn 

the men who died. Rather, we should thank God 
that such men lived.”  

-George S. Patton Jr. 
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HOLY HUMOR 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Come and Celebrate Pentecost  

Sunday, June 9, 2019 at 10:15 am 
 

The Christian holiday of Pentecost, 
which is celebrated on the seventh 
Sunday (50 days) after Easter, com-
memorates the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Apostles and other 

followers of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusa-
lem celebrating the Feast of Weeks, as described in 
the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1–31). 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Father’s Day is on Sunday 
June 16, 2019 

Honor your father and your mother, so that 
your days may be long in the land that 

the Lord your God is giving you.  
-Exodus 20:12 

Let us Share the Love of Christ by contributing to  
the Pentecost Offering!  Our Goal is $450.00 

Please give generously. 
 

  We will collect for this offering May 19 through June 9. 
Simply note Pentecost on your check or envelope.  Thanks! 

 

Contributions made to PC(USAs) Pentecost Offering help:  
 

Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) 
Ministries With Youth 
and Children At Risk 

Trinity Sunday is June 16, 2019 
 

Trinity Sunday is to explain, to the best of 
man’s ability, the clues written in scripture to 
guide us to a fuller understanding of our Triune 
God.   
 

We remember the Father as our Creator. 
We remember the Son as our Savior.   

We remember the Holy Spirit as our Comforter.   
 

Join us on Trinity Sunday for a day filled with  
blessings from the Holy Spirit. 



14 

 

  F
IR

ST P
R

E
SB

Y
T

E
R

IA
N

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 

1041 N
IN

T
H

 S
T

R
E

E
T  

S
LID

E
LL, L

A 70458 

Service T
im

es: 
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m
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