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As I was reading an
online post recently,
I came across a wonderful quote from a
minister in Pennsylvania. He wrote, “All
Christians, no matter what their church or tradition, will be faced with the
same decision: Will they make room during the Advent
season for the message of love that the Christ Child
brings? Can they withdraw from the clamor of spending
and advertising long enough to recognize why this season is celebrated? Or will they become so lost in the consumerism and spectacle that they do not recognize the
true importance of Christmas?”
I think those are questions we would do well to ponder.
As December arrives, all of us are preparing for Christmas and all the holiday events once again. So we’re hanging the greens, we’re sending Christmas cards, and preparing special music, and shopping, shopping, shopping.
We run around so much to get ready for Christmas that
we have almost no time to stop and rest. It seems the
only thing we don’t have time for during the Christmas
season is God.
That’s why I think celebrating Advent is so important.
Advent is a time to slow down and think; it is a somber
time for contemplation. It is a time to reflect on the
meaning of Jesus’ birth and to prepare our hearts for his
coming so that we are ready when he arrives.
Advent is not something we should “hurry through to get
to Christmas.” It is a gracious time God allows us to prepare for Jesus’ coming, to listen to the true yearnings of
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our hearts, and to hear once again the promises God
makes to us
I know many would prefer to skip over Advent and “get
to the Christmas carols” and other Christmas-y things.
Yet I hope you will consider the grace we have been
given in Advent: to pause for a time in a world that’s
moving too fast; to rest for a time in somberness; to reflect on the real meaning of Christmas; to open ourselves to the love of God; and to prepare our hearts to
welcome the Christ Child there.
Blessings & Peace
Keith
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THE MISSIONS CORNER

As Christmas approaches, many of us will spend hours seeking the “perfect gift” for our loved ones. And yet, James tells us
that “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming from
the Father of lights.” And for believers, we know that the only
perfect gift we ever need is the gift we find in the manger bed:
Christ Jesus. Yet we can give a good gift this and every Christmas, through our Christmas Joy Offering. This offering is a
way we can give in honor and thanksgiving for all those devoted and caring leaders who have shaped our faith and been
a representation of God’s gift amongst us.
The Christmas Joy Offering helps support leadership — past,
present, and future — in the church. The offering supports
programs to help former and current pastors and missionaries
who might be in need of financial help, whether due to health
issues or catastrophic events like our recent hurricanes.
Yet even as we support our former and current leaders, the
Christmas Joy Offering helps support future church leaders
through the ministries of Presbyterian-supported schools and
colleges that equip minority communities. Our gifts to them
mean a brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use the
gifts God has given them that otherwise might lay fallow.
Through our gifts, we can bring a wonderful harvest for God.
Prayerfully consider what you can give.
Thank you.
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THE MISSIONS CORNER

“What do you get for someone who has everything?” That’s
a question I always ask at this time of the year. Shopping for
my relatives is almost impossible; there is nothing I can get
for them that they can’t get for themselves. Most of the time,
they don’t need anything I can get for them. And I hate wasting my money on gifts that they will either stuff in some
closet and forget about, or re-gift to someone else later. Often it seems the only people who benefit from my gifts are
the corporations who make, sell, and distribute those presents.
So, now, I give gifts that truly make a difference in this
world. I make donations in my relatives’ honor to groups like
Heifer International, World Vision, and others like them.
These groups help needy people throughout the world become self-sufficient and help their villages become selfsustaining.
This year, if you know someone who has everything, why
not give a gift that will make a real difference in this world?
Donate to these or another worthy charity in someone’s
honor, give hope to people in desperate circumstance, and
make the world a better place.
Catalogs available in each of the church foyers. Or visit:
https://www.worldvision.org
https://www.heifer.org
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THE MISSIONS CORNER
Help Feed the Hungry
Saturday, Dec. 1, 2018
9 a.m. till Noon.
Mount Olive Feeding Ministry
2457 2nd St, Slidell, LA 70458

Community Christian Concern

Community Christian Concern & Miramon Center (CCC) offers
emergency basic need to families in Slidell/Pearl River & transitional men's facility.
CCC is at 2515 Carey St., Slidell, LA 70458 985-646-0357
We, at FPC, support the local CCC by contributing funds, food,
and McDonald gift cards monthly.
Citizens leave CCC with a basic food supply and clothing; however, that trip to McDonalds may be their equivalent to a trip to
Disney Land. If you wish to contribute, simply note CCC/
McDonald gift card on your check to the church. Thank you.
“Touching One Life At A Time”
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THE MISSIONS CORNER
Hospitalized Children Holiday Fundraiser
After speaking to the hospital staff at Ochsner in Slidell, it was
brought to our attention the need for items to entertain older
hospitalized children (i.e. Teens). Items such as age appropriate
movies on DVD, Games for an X-Box 360, and even an additional gaming system with age appropriate games would be well
received.
No one likes to be in the hospital, especially during the holidays.
Let’s do what we can to brighten a child’s life by sharing the
love of Jesus with him/her.
If you wish to make a monetary donation, please note hospital
on your check and we will do the shopping.
We will deliver what we have to the hospital by Dec 15th.
Thank You For Your Support!

Thank you so very much for participating in our first grade
fund raiser. We will deliver the items to the teachers mid
December and will announce details on phase 3 of our
fundraiser in next months newsletter.
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LECTIONARY READINGS
Dec 2
Jeremiah 33: 14-16
1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13
Luke 21: 35-36
Sermon: Apocalyptic Figs

Dec 9
Malachi 3: 1-4
Philippians 1: 3-11
Luke 3: 1-6
Sermon: An Angry Word in the Wilderness

Dec 16
Zephaniah 3: 14-20
Philippians 4: 4-7
Luke 3: 7-18
Sermon: What Will Christmas Cost You?

Dec 23
Micah 5: 2-5a
Hebrews 10: 5-10
Luke 1: 39-45
Sermon: The Promises of God

Dec 30
1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26
Colossians 3: 12-17
Luke 2: 41-52
Sermon: Guest Pastor Rev. Bob Malsbary
Bold indicates preliminary sermon title and principle
scriptural passages.
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WORSHIP

Celebrate the Lord’s
Supper during worship
December 2nd
and December 24th

It’s time to adorn our sanctuary as we prepare for our
Savior’s birth. We will begin decorating on Sunday,
December 2, and each Sunday during advent we will
add additional decorations during the passing of the
peace.
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WORSHIP

Christmas Eve Worship
The traditional Christmas Eve
service with Bible readings and
Christmas carols was first held
England in King’s College at
Cambridge University in 1918.
The service was planned by Eric
Milner-White, who at 34 was the
newly appointed dean of King’s Chapel and whose previous
experience as an army chaplain during WWI convinced him
that church services need to be more expressive and grand.
His original service, based upon an older one from Cornwall,
gave the Bible’s grand narrative from the Fall in the Garden,
the promise of God’s Messiah, and the birth of Christ.
Since then, churches around the world have used and
adapted Milner-White’s service for their own. On Dec. 24th,
our church will celebrate our service of Lessons & Carols
with communion, beginning at 6:00 pm. Like the King’s
College service, all are welcome, though you don’t have to
line up a day in advanced.
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WORSHIP
Responders Schedule for December
Lay Leaders:
Dec 2 Wilma Dickey
Dec 9 Jeff McDowell
Dec 16 Dawn Dussor
Dec 23 Wilma Dickey
Dec 30 Larry Gay
Greeters: Magda Angle & Dawn Dussor
Snack Preparation: JoAnne Gay
Communion Prep: Margie Wood
Worship Prep: Sue Cartmill
Accompanist: Kyle Cripps

Would You Care to
Journey With Us?
Our doors are always open to those wishing to
join us here at FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
We’d love to walk this faith journey with you.
See Pastor Keith or an Elder if interested.
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MINISTRY NEWS

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ELDERS
Facilities and Finance
George Dussor (‘18)
Laurie Clark (‘19)
Glen Carson (‘20)

WMMCCE
(Worship, Mission, Member Care, Christian Ed)
Wilma Dickey (‘18)
Jeff McDowell (‘19)
Larry Gay (‘20)
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Holy Humor
O
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE

“Charlie” Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular distrophy
Florine Lott – health concerns
Brenda Veitch – health concerns
Roy Casto (friend of the Mrs. Glenys) – health concerns
Gerald Pinkston (Mrs. Glenys’ Brother-In Law) - under hospice care
Joel Clifton (son of Bob & Helen Clifton) - cancer
Marvin & Debbie (friends of Dussor’s) – heart troubles and dementia
Margie Barrineau (Cindy Thiele’s Mother) – recovering from mini stroke
James Mitchell – (friend of Dussor’s) – various troubles
Michael Wilcox (Son of Sue’s friend Pat) – cancer
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment
Paula Gunn – at home
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns
Vivian Huntington – health concerns
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn Dussor’s Parents) – health concerns
Alan Simmons (friend of Dussor’s) - cancer
Elwin Washburn (Brother of Vivian Huntington) parkinson’s
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, & Diplomatic Persons
serving around the world

If you know of a person who should be added to or
kept on the prayer list, please let the office know.
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE
Sunday, Dec. 23rd,
Wear your favorite
“Ugly Christmas
Outfit” to worship.

Christmas Poinsettias
Help decorate the sanctuary by signing up for poinsettia’s
on the sign up sheets available in each of the foyers.
We will adorn the church with them on
Dec. 17th and 24th.

Bob Stringer Dec 10
Jennifer Clark Dec 21
Kimberly Meredith Dec 21
Jesus Christ, Our Lord Dec 25
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE
Fellowship Dinners
Join us for our monthly
fellowship dinner on
Wednesday, Dec 19
@ 6:00 pm.
Menu: Ham, Turkey, Winter Vegetables
Bring your favorite dessert to share!
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COMING ATTRACTIONS
Installation of
New Elders
In January 2019, we will have a special worship event in our church: we
will install our new class of Elders.
This may not seem special, but it is.
Typically, the clergy have far more
authority and power than the lay leaders possesses. We Presbyterians alone give equal authority and power to lay leaders
as well as clergy. The distinction we make is between responsibilities and duties of clergy and elders.
So join us as we celebrate those called to lead our church,
pray for them, and give thanks for those who have led our
church over these past years.

Our church’s Annual Meeting is coming. During the worship
service, we will see where we’ve been over the last year, and
to where we hope to be going in the year and years to come.
Please make plans to worship with us as we show our gratitude to God for the grace shown to us in 2018.
So, let’s not have any “empty chairs” like in the above.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1041 NINTH STREET
SLIDELL, LA 70458

Service Times:
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m.
Worship – 10:15 a.m.
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