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As I write this message, I read 
that the Boy Scouts of America 
have filed for bankruptcy protec-
tion in federal court. An iconic 
presence in American life for 
over a century, the Boy Scouts 
filed for bankruptcy protection 
due to the surge in legal costs 
over the continuing litigation 

from the sexual abuse scandal within the organization. Founded 
in 1910 and chartered by the US Congress in 1916, the BSA have 
long been a fixture in American life. Yet now, even this iconic 
symbol of America is failing and seeking protection, like USA 
Gymnastics and the Catholic Church due to a sexual abuse sandal.  
 
Yet, while this action is a result of the litigation, in some ways 
the decline of the Boy Scouts mirrors that of the church. BSA 
membership has been steadily declining since the 1970s, until 
today it has less than half the membership that it once did. More-
over, the Scouts knew that there were problems long before the 
scandal emerged. (Records in the Scouts’ archive indicate that as 
far back as 1935, there were reports of abuse of scouts by adults, 
but the organization did little about it.) Most observers have ad-
mitted that substantial organizational changes will likely be 
needed, including a possible liquidation of the BSA to enable an-
other organization to fill the void. It is one more embodiment of 
American culture, dying away.  
 
And it reminded me of the Church, nationally and here at FPC. 
Not that we have a sexual scandal, but that we have a declining 
membership, which we have long known about, and are in need 
of organizational change to bring new life. In many ways, this is 
a new fixture and feature of American life: The Old Dies, Some-
thing New Emerges.  
 
And the church should be at the forefront of this. For we are Peo-
ple of the Resurrection. It is an article of our faith, belief, and 
life, that God brings resurrection and new life to us. Yet too often 
we deceive ourselves and ignore the facts of our situation 
(thinking that things are “just fine”) and we resist necessary 
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changes (especially if they might discomfort or unsettle us).  
 
Yet, though we are the People of the Resurrection, we forget that 
before we can have resurrection, we must experience the loss 
and death of the cross. This is what Lent is all about: A reminder 
to us of the cost that Christ paid for our sinfulness; and A call to 
follow Jesus on that road to the Cross in our daily lives, letting 
go of everything keeping us from a fuller, deeper relationship 
with him.  
 
In this Lenten Season, as so many will give up luxuries and the 
small pleasures of life (chocolate, coffee, etc.), consider what 
you are willing to give up for our church to embrace new life 
and experience resurrection. What are we willing to let die, so 
that new life in Christ may grow?  
 
I wish you a reflective Lenten season this year.  
 
 
Blessings & Peace  
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

 
 

Join us at the Lord’s Table 
to celebrate communion during worship 

Sunday, March 1, 2020 

 
Shirley Sharpe March 11 

 

James Veitch March 16 

 
Our Monthly Fellowship Meal 

for March will be held on 
Wednesday, March 11th @ 6 pm 

in the fellowship hall. 
 

Chef Jeff will provide the food. 
Bring your appetite! 
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
 

Reminder: 
Set your clocks ahead 

one hour (Spring Forward) 
either before bed  

Saturday evening, or  
at 2 a.m. Sunday morning. 

 
 

Daylight Savings Time begins 
Sunday, March 8, 2020 

THE MISSIONS CORNER 
 

Joy Spring Auction 
40th Anniversary & Final Live Auction 

 
Proceeds benefit: 
CCC, NAMI, STARC, and Mount Olive Feeding Ministry 
 
Where:  Lamb of God Lutheran Church 

57210 Allen Road, Slidell LA 70461 
When:   Wednesday, March 18, 2020 
 
Doors open at 9 am. Auction begins at 9:30 am.  
Complimentary light lunch at 1 pm 
 
Featuring handmade quilts, crafts, vintage & estate items, 
plants and home baked goods. 
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 
 

Help Feed the Hungry 
Saturday, March 7, 2020  

9 a.m. till Noon. 
Mount Olive Feeding Ministry 

2457 2nd St, Slidell, LA 70458  

 

Community Christian Concern & Miramon Center (CCC) 
offers emergency basic need to families in Slidell, Pearl River & 
transitional men's facility.   

Every year, Gulf Coast Bank chooses local charities to donate 
money to based on votes from local individuals. 

They will donate money to 10 non-profit companies in South-
east Louisiana. The money will go to the 10 organizations that 
get the most votes.  

If you would like to help, you can vote daily 
at  www.gulfbank.com/vote, March 2nd 
through March 31st. 

Please help us help CCC by voting daily 
for them.  Thank you. 

 

Volunteer Readers Needed @ Bayou Woods 
Elementary to read to First Graders who need 

help learning to read. 
 

Tuesdays/Thursdays  
11:20 - 11:55 AM and/or 1:00 - 1:45 PM 

 

Please  notify the church office to sign up. Thank you.  
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THE MISSIONS CORNER 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Each year for the past 70 years, on Easter, 
churches across the country contribute to 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHOS). This 
offering continues to help those in need 
around the world.  
 

In the PC(USA), our contributions are split 
between the  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the 
Self Development of People (SDOP), and the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program (PHP). Beginning March 22nd, special mo-
ments for mission will let us know how we can help share 
Christ’s love with others. Please consider giving generously 
to this important offering.  

One Great  
Shower of Herring   

 
It’s almost time for One Great 

Shower of Herring! Each year our church supplies fish 
collection boxes and a giving calendar to help children 
understand the needs of others in the world and involve 
them in the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  
 

Since we are all “children of God”, you should each take a 
fish box home and follow the calendar, or put in loose 
change, or however else you want to fill them up. We’ll 
collect them the week after Easter in a special One Great 
Shower of Herring collection. 
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Responders Schedule for March 2020 
 

Mar 1   Wilma Dickey 
Mar 8   Jeff McDowell 
Mar 15 Samantha Gossoo 
Mar 22 Dawn Dussor 
Mar 29 Wilma Dickey 
 

 
Greeters: Richard Dickey and Magda Angle 

Snack Preparation:  JoAnne Gay 
Communion Prep:  Margie Wood 

 

Lenten Devotionals can be 
found in either of the church 

foyers. Please take one to read 
as we journey to the cross. 

WORSHIP PAGES 

Friday 
March 6, 2020 
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First Sunday in Lent - March 1, 2020 
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  
Romans 5:12-19  
Matthew 4:1-11  
Sermon:  Old You, New You 
 
Second Sunday in Lent - March 8, 2020   
Genesis 12:1-4a  
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  
John 3: 1-17 
Sermon: New You, New Life 
 
Third Sunday in Lent - March 15, 2020  
Exodus 17:1-7  
Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-42 
Sermon:  Everyday God for Ordinary Evangelists 
 
Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 22, 2020 
1 Samuel 16:1-13  
Ephesians 5:8-14  
John 9:1-41 
Sermon:   The Two Heretics  
 
Fifth Sunday in Lent - March 29, 2020 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 
Sermon:  The Threat of Life 
  

Bold indicates preliminary sermon title and principle  
scriptural passages. 
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CHRISTIAN NURTURE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry & Debbie Cook – health concerns 
First Grade Teachers at Bayou Woods Elementary – health concerns 
Bernard & JoAnn Gomez – health concerns 
Bob Clifton – health concerns 
The Family and Friends of Lisa Meredith’s father – on his passing 
Gloria Vinson (Barbara and Laurie’s Aunt) – health concerns 
Ed & Charleen Kruebbe (Dawn’s Parents) – health concerns 
Brenda Veitch – health concerns 
Royce Cannon – recovering from back surgery 
Sue Cartmill – health concerns 
Joel Clifton (son of Bob & Helen) – health concerns 
Henry Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Nancy Armond (friend of Dussor’s) – recovering from surgery, both legs 
Joy Martinez (friend of Veitches) – health concerns 
Charlie Gutridge (Jeff & Kathy’s Grandson) – spinal muscular atrophy 
Barbara Toups (Sue’s Son-In-Law’s Sister) – undergoing cancer treatment 
Paula Gunn – at home 
Harry Babirad (Shirley’s brother-in-law) - cancer 
Mitchel Glasgow (Marsha Carson’s brother) - cancer 
Shirley Sharpe – health concerns 
Vivian Huntington – health concerns 
Elwin Washburn (Brother of Vivian Huntington) parkinson’s 
Our Veterans, Our Military, Our First Responders, & Diplomatic Per-
sons –  Serving around the world 

  
* Indicates new person or change in condition 

If you know someone who should be added to the prayer list, please let the office 
know. 
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HOLY HUMOR 

For Sale:  Single owner tomb. Only used three 
days and still has that new tomb smell.  
Reason for sale… don’t ask. 



12 

 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

 
 

Good Friday marks the day 
when Jesus Christ was crucified 

for the sins of the world. On 
that cross, he accepted the 

weight of all our sins, so that he 
could take them into Hell for-

ever.  
 

In commemoration of that day, our church will hold a  
 

Good Friday Service  
 

on Friday, April 10, starting at 6pm.  
 

We invite everyone to join us for this special, solemn,  
and moving service.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please put Thursday, April 9 on your calendar for 
our Maundy Thursday service with our sister con-

gregation, Northminster Presbyterian Church. 
Details to come in next month’s newsletter.  
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Join us here at FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
on Sunday, April 12 at 10:15 am 

to celebrate our Risen Lord! 

BIBLE TRIVIA 
 

Name Jesus’ 12 disciples. 
Hint: Read Matthew 10: 2-4 
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