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July 4—Worship @ 10 

am 

 

July 6—Food Pantry @ 

2 pm 

 

July 11—Worship @ 10 

am 

 

July 11—Council @ 

11:45 am 

 

July 15—WELCA Bible 

Study @ 12 pm 

 

July 18—Worship @ 10 

am 

 

July 20—Food Pantry @ 

2 pm 

 

July 25—Worship @ 10 

am 

 

 

 

 

From the Interim Pastor,                                          July 2021 
The Psalmist is on to something.  Psalm 92 says, “It is good to 

give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; to 
declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by 
night, to the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.  
For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; at the works of 
your hands I sing for joy.” 

I want to devote my article for this month’s newsletter to 
“Thanks-giving”.  I do that because I am convinced that being thank-
ful and expressing thanks is central to experiencing joy.  I look around 
our world and I see so “much”.  All around us is “much”!  Much 
money, much stuff, much affluence, much activity, much news!  And 
sometimes I wonder if there is an indirect proportion of thanks to the 
amount of “much”.  Sometimes it seems to me that the more we have 
the more we think we ‘deserve” it and the less thankful we tend to be.  
In 1992 I was on mission in Costa Rica.  I went with a group of my 
optometry students from OSU to do a vision project.  Costa Rica is 
the wealthiest of the Central American countries and yet I saw pov-
erty there unlike anything we even have in the states.  The people 
were very pleased with whatever we could give them, and they ex-
pressed their gratitude exuberantly. Two months after our return we 
did a similar project in an Appalachian community in Ohio.  There 
was a noticeable difference.  Even though we were providing them 
with free eye exams and free glasses, our Ohio patients were dissatis-
fied with the selection of eyeglass frames from which they were al-
lowed to choose, and I heard far fewer expressions of gratitude.  Why 
aren’t we more grateful?  Why do we take so much for granted and 
think that we have a perfect right to expect someone else to bend to 
our needs and desires?   

I am pretty sure that the answer to the ‘why question’ is very 
complex.  In fact, I only ask it in order to get all of us asking our-
selves why we aren’t more grateful and why we put ourselves first, 
because my real focus is simply to invite us to be different.  I want to 
invite and challenge each of us to live our lives in thanks-giving.   

First, start small.  Start and finish your day with a prayer of 
thanksgiving, tell God what you are thankful for.  Go to worship, not 
for what you get out of it but because God is worthy of your devotion 
and of being praised and thanked.  If you already have an intercessory 
prayer list, start a second list of things about which to thank God.  
Stop right now and send a thank you note to someone for anything 
about which you are grateful to them.  The smaller the better because 
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being grateful for small things, helps us to be  grateful for larger things too.  Call someone 

on the phone or email them and tell them what you appreciate about them.  Be especially 

open about thanking your friends, families, and close associates because it is easy to take 

them for granted and for them to feel “taken for granted”.  Every day, write down at least 

ten things for which you are grateful.  Challenge yourself to find a different “list-of-ten” 

every day for at least a week.  Start your very next conversation with, “I am so grateful 

for…”  Be aware of what happens inside you when you are grateful compared to when you 

aren’t. 

 Second, start where you are but grow from there.  Let your gratefulness grow every 

day so that someday you can spend a whole day just thanking God.  Share ideas of ways to 

grow more aware of being thankful with other people.  Look around your house and your 

garage and your stuff and ask yourself which things you are truly grateful for.  If you aren’t 

truly grateful for something, would you consider giving it away?  Look at your calendar, if 

you are over busy and there are things on your calendar that don’t make you fulfilled or en-

hance your sense of gratitude, would you consider getting out of them? 

 And please, allow me to take this opportunity to start my own journey of thankful-

ness by saying “thank you” to all of you.  This is only a start, we’d have to have many pag-

es to make an even partly complete list but here’s a start.  I so appreciate you.  I appreciate 

your kindness to me, your openness with me, your willingness to love me.  I appreciate the 

generous way that you support the mission of Resurrection with your time and your talents 

and your money.  I appreciate how very many gifts God has placed in our midst for the 

work of the church and your willingness to use them for the sake of the gospel.  I appreci-

ate your prayers for me and for my family.  And most of all I appreciate your ever growing 

love for God. 

 What’s on your list and what will you do about it? 

 

Dear Resurrection Church Family, 

   As I am sure many of you have heard my wife Katrina has received a call to serve a 

church in Alma, Michigan and my family and I will be moving at the end of July. It has 

been such a joy and a privilege to help serve this church over the last 7 years. Thank you 

all for your patience, assistance and acceptance; I know Resurrection is an amazing congre-

gation and I wish you all the best in your future.  

Peace,  

   Rob Pekich-Bundy  

 
Prayer Chain 
If you would like to be a Resurrection ‘prayer warrior’ please contact Gayle Podczerwinski 
(gheiby@hotmail.com) to be added to our list. If you have a prayer request, please contact 
Gayle at the same email or text/phone 812-599-3561.   



Thoughts to share from the Council  

Greetings in Christ, 

 I hope everyone is having a good summer and enjoying opportunities to reconnect with 

family and friends after a challenging year in 2020. 

 I do have an update to share regarding our pastoral call process: 

Following a thorough process of discernment, prayer and discussion, Council members voted 

to release our most recent candidate from the call process.  This was a difficult decision and 

one the Council took seriously.  

 Even so, we continue to look forward, knowing that God will lead us and our next pastor 

to a collective decision.  I ask for your continued prayers for the Call Committee, Council and 

congregation.  We hope to another update soon. 

God’s blessings, 

Dave Ommen  

 

WELCA 

WELCA (Women of the ELCA) bible study will meet on Thursday, July 15 at noon in the fel-

lowship hall. We bring our lunches and have fellowship, then start the bible study between 

12:30-1:00. We will be discussing session 2, Just Truth, of Just L.I.F.E. (Liberation is for Eve-

ryone!). Then on Thursday, August 19 we will finish the series by discussing session 3, Just 

Hope. Please join us to catch up with friends and take part in a thought-provoking study.   

 

Little Free Library 

Our Little Free Library is being used by the community! Do you have a good book you would 

like to share? We can always use donations of adult books, young adult books, children’s chap-

ter books, children’s learning-to-read books, children’s picture books and children’s board 

books. Donations can be placed by the bookshelves in room 4.   

 

Food Pantry 
Our volunteers continue to pack up boxes & bags on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month and 
hand them out via a parking lot drive-thru. We did a quick survey of our patrons and the major-
ity would currently like to continue receiving food this way (vs shopping in our pantry). If you 
would like to join us, we start packing boxes at approximately 12:45 and then hand them out at 
approximately 2:00.  
Another way to help is to save your plastic grocery bags and drop them off in or near the food 
pantry at church. We use these to repackage fresh produce or other grocery items.  
Currently, at each food pantry we serve 50-55 families. In June we served 106 families total 
and in May we served 95 families total.  
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