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Third Sunday After Epiphany, January 24, 2021

Gathering

Announcements and Prelude

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and, for his
sake, God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of



all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn #733 Great is Thy Faithfulness V. 1
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;

there is no shadow of turning with thee,

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness!

Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see:

all I have needed thy hand hath provided--

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Children’s Sermon

First Lesson Jonah 3:1-5,10

IThe word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, *‘Get up, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” *So Jonah
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was
an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. *Jonah began to go into the
city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!” >And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast,
and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

"When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.

The Word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

Psalmody Psalm 62:5-12

For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my hope is from him.

°He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.

’On God rests my deliverance and my honor; my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.

*Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before him; God is a refuge for us.
“Those of low estate are but a breath, those of high estate are a delusion; in the balances they go
up; they are together lighter than a breath.

'Put no confidence in extortion, and set no vain hopes on robbery; if riches increase, do not set
your heart on them.

"0Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to God,

I2and steadfast love belongs to you, O LORD. For you repay to all according to their work.

Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

2Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even
those who have wives be as though they had none, *°and those who mourn as
though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, *'and those who
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of
this world is passing away.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Mark 1:14-20
The holy Gospel, according to Mark, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord
“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news
of God, '®and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. " And Jesus said to
them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” '*And immediately they
left their nets and followed him. '°As he went a little farther, he saw James son of
Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the
nets. “’Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat
with the hired men, and followed him.
The Gospel of the Lord.



Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Hymn of the Day #712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service V. 1-2
Lord, whose love in humble service

Bore the weight of human need,

Who upon the cross, forsaken,

Worked Your mercy’s perfect deed:

We, Your servants, bring the worship

Not of voice alone, but heart;

Consecrating to Your purpose

Every gift which You impart.

Still Your children wander homeless,
Still the hungry cry for bread;
Still the captives long for freedom;
Still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion
Healed the sick and freed the soul,
By Your Spirit send Your power
To our world to make it whole.

Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Please respond to Hear us, O God, with Your mercy is great.

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need.

A brief silence.

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and
deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of
God’s reconciling love, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and
for the well-being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide
our care for all the earth, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit
and nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless
advocates, that God inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await
relief (especially), that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround
them, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the
organizations that meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a
model for all relationships, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of
gospel living, that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.



Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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*Eucharistic Prayer
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father...

In the night in which he was betrayed,

Our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered
for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to
share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints
in light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as
victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor
is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray...
Our Father,

who art in heaven,



hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil;

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion

Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his

grace.
Amen.
Post-Communion Canticle Thankful Hearts
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Post-Communion Prayer
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us



with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power
of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Sendin
*Benediction

Sending Hymn #638 Blessed Assurance V. 1 & 3
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine;

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!

Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.

This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, all is at rest,

1 in my Savior am happy and blest;
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.
This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.

This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Share the light of Christ.
Welcoming People in Christ: Caring, Sharing, Serving. Thanks be to God.



