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Church Calendar 

January 3—Zoom    

Worship @ 10 am 

 

January 5—Food Pantry 

@ 2 pm  

 

January 10—Zoom  

Worship @ 10 am 

 

January 10—Council @ 

11:45 am 

 

January 17—Zoom  

Worship @ 10 am 

 

January 19—Food Pan-

try @ 2 pm 

 

January 20—

Homemakers @ 12 pm 

 

January 24—Zoom  

Worship @ 10 am 

 

January 31—Zoom  

Worship @ 10 am  

 

February 2—Food Pan-

try @ 2 pm  

From the Interim Pastor,                                          January 2021 
From the Interim Pastor, 
First, allow me to say “Thank you!”.  Your generous gift to me and to 
the ELCA in my honor warms my heart and humbles me.  What a 
generous and gracious people of God you are!  Have a blessed New 
Year and stay close to God.  Pastor Vicki 
Paul’s says, “If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any con-
solation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 
sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but 
to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:1-5 

A couple of years ago I was at the lab at the hospital to have 
some blood work done and as waited for my turn; I overheard a wom-
an screaming at the receptionist.  I won’t tell you exactly what she 
said because every few words were “four letter” in the most demean-
ing way.  But the gist of her complaint was that she was angry be-
cause the lab couldn’t do her ### tests because she didn’t have her 
### doctor’s orders with her.  She had left them at home ### and she 
would ### go home and get them but that was a ### and would ### 
make her late for her ### appointment (now multiply that by enough 
complaining to fill a full five minutes and you have the picture).  The 
receptionist behaved patiently.  She didn’t raise her voice or ask the 
woman to leave; she just firmly reiterated the hospital policy.  Finally, 
the woman left in a huff, swearing loudly as she went off into the dis-
tance.  She reminded me of the old cartoon character, Dustpan; her 
words surrounded her like a cloud of dirt.  After she left, I went to the 
desk and said to the receptionist, “May I apologize for her on behalf 
of the whole human race?”  The receptionist’s response was very tell-
ing.  She looked as if she might cry and she said, “Thank you.  You 
don’t know how much I needed to hear that.” 

Why are we so negative?  Why is it so easy for us to be criti-
cal?  I heard enough of this tirade to know that the situation was en-
tirely the woman’s own fault.  Why do we so often take our internal 
frustrations out on others?  Sometimes we are nice to strangers but 
hateful to our families.  Why is that? 
(Cont. on Page 2) 



Ours is a tough world.  Negative.  Critical.  Blaming.  Hateful.  Disagreeable.  Un-
forgiving.  Scared.  Resentful.  It sometimes seems to me to be like a second pandemic, it’s 
everywhere we go; in our homes, businesses, on the road, in the grocery store.  Unfortu-
nately, it even happens sometimes in the church.   

That’s why I included this reading from Philippians 2.  The nature of the world may 
be negative, but Jesus’ is not.  I know that I cannot change the world.  I cannot swing a 
magic wand or give a powerful sermon or write a stunning newsletter article that will reset 
the world into encouragement, consolation, sharing, love, compassion, joy, sympathy.  But 
I can allow the mind and love and presence of Christ into my heart so that I am changed.  
So can we all.  And when you and I change we do impact the world. 

What do you think would change in the church and in the world around us if every-
one of us took Paul seriously?  If we really didn’t do anything from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but rather behaved with humble regard towards others and saw them as better than 
ourselves?  How different would we be if we really did look not to our own interests, but to 
the interests of others? 

We are followers of Jesus Christ.  Let that mean that we have the same mind as 
Christ.  Not only do we need it but so also does our world.  Start today.  

 
 

WELCA 

We will not meet for bible study until church reopens for services.  

 

Little Free Library 

The neighborhood is using our Little Free Library! Lately, younger children's books are 

very popular. If you would like to donate books for the LFL, please leave them in room 4 

on the book shelves.  

 

Food Pantry 
Our numbers continue to go up. We served 52 families on the first Tuesday of December 
and 79 families on the third Tuesday for a total of 131 families in December. 
Members can help by dropping off boxes (anything larger than shoe boxes for comparison) 
at the church on a table outside the food pantry. We've been using boxes to pack the grocer-
ies in. 
We continue, when possible, to purchase discounted or free product from Gleaners and 
Master Provision to stretch our budget. 
If you'd like to help, our next pantry is Tuesday, January 19. We start packing boxes at 1 
p.m. and start handing them out at 2 p.m. 
 
Prayer Chain 
We have a group of active 'prayer warriors' at Resurrection. If you would like to join the 
prayer chain or have a prayer request, please contact Gayle Podczerwinski by emailing 
gheiby@hotmail or calling or texting 812-599-3561.  



Thoughts to share from the Council  

Warmest wishes to our church family and friends for a healthy and hopeful 2021 ! 

 Little did we know last year this time that we would face a challenging  global pandem-
ic.  There is hope on the horizon and we pray that the vaccines and more careful sanitary 
measures will allow us to get back to a new normal in due time. 
 Despite these challenges we continue to be active and support others while staying close; 
communicating, seeing each other on Facetime or Zoom,  worshiping via ZOOM or telephone 
thereby keeping the community spirit alive as much as possible. 
 Thank you for supporting the Salvation Army and Youth Shelter projects.  Thanks to 
your generosity we were able to deliver the many donated items and funds.  All genuinely ap-
preciated, needed and worthwhile.   
 Of course, this being January, the Super Bowl is ahead – which means time to think 
about our annual “Souper Bowl” nonperishable food collection.   Not frequenting our church 
building for services makes this a little more challenging.  I propose that donations can either 
be by check or canned goods, especially vegetables and fruit which can be dropped off, at the 
church building. To reach our usual count we could do an actual count of donated can and add 
to that the proceeds from checks divided by the average price of canned goods thereby coming 
up with a number for the records.  While this is not necessary it might be fun. Checks should 
be earmarked “Souper Bowl”.  This project supports our Food Pantry which has helped many 
more clients during the past year. We expect the need to continue in the foreseeable future. 
 Another regular January event is our Annual Meeting. While we cannot enjoy the usual 
meal before the meeting, we hope that next year that will be possible again.  
 This year’s meeting date is Sunday, January 31st , immediately after our worship service.  
The meeting will be via ZOOM or call in by phone.   Instructions are available for those not 
familiar with the call in process.  
 On the agenda will be the annual reports, the adoption of the 2021 budget and the re-
election of one and election of two council members. 
 A summoned communication will be sent to everyone prior to the meeting.  As always, a 
quorum is required for voting to take place. 
 We pray that GOD will keep HIS protective hand over all of us. 
God saves us, God is love, God redeems us because God is merciful. 
Peace 
 
2020 Council members 
 
Social Ministries 

We delivered gifts to the Jefferson County Youth Shelter. Many thanks to our generous mem-

bers for the hat and gloves, warm sweaters, twin bed sheets, hand sanitizers, cleaning supplies 

and garbage bags. We also delivered the 100 duffle bags. Thank you again for your generosity.  
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