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February 2—Food Pan-

try @ 2 pm  

 

February 7—Worship @ 

10 am 

 

February  14—Worship 

@ 10 am  

 

February 14—Council  

 

February 16—Food Pan-

try @ 2 pm 

 

February 21—Worship 

@ 10 am  

 

February 28—Worship 

@ 10 am  

 

March 2—Food Pantry 

@ 2 pm  

From the Interim Pastor,                                          February 2021 
From the Interim Pastor, 
 February is the month for love.  In February we observe the 
holiday known as Valentine’s Day; a completely secular celebration 
of love.   Artists draw chubby little cupids with arrows and smitten 
lovers with distant grins.  People propose marriage to one another (it 
used to be men that did the proposing but, please, get with the times).  
In the deep of winter, we need a love break!  Besides, it’s all great 
fun! Or is it? I mean, there are some who are left out of the fun, some 
who sit sadly on the sidelines while others celebrate love, aren’t 
there?  How do they feel in the cold mid-winter; people who live 
alone or people whose loved one has died or people who are in a bad 
relationship… and what of all the folks who are lonely, sometimes 
even in a crowd?   

Perhaps it would benefit us to consider love from a different 
perspective.  Perhaps we should pause a moment and consider the 
Giver of love and just what difference knowing the Source of love 
makes in how we live and understand ourselves and the people 
around us.     

1 John 4:7 says, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is 
from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.’ 

Did you notice it? The words, “Love is from God.”  God is the 
wellspring, the source of all healthy love.  And because that is true, 
we are called to love one another in a particular way. 
 It is important to know that the word for ‘love’ in the text is the 
Greek word agape.  Agape love is demonstrated in the way that Jesus’ 
loves.  If we picture Jesus’ life, teachings, ministry, death and resur-
rection we will understand the fullness of love as God intends it for 
us.  Jesus heals the sick so when we love as God desires for us to love 
it is always healthy and healing.  Jesus confronts the sinner so when 
we love as God calls us to love we do not enable unhealthy behavior 
but confront it in loving ways that have the best interest of the other 
in mind.  Jesus protects and speaks for the poor, needy,  
disenfranchised, undesirable, so when we love as Jesus loves we do 
not love for what’s in it for us but for the benefit of others.  Jesus ate 
with people who were considered to be unclean and expected that his 
love for them would change them so when we love as Jesus loves we 
do not force others to change before we love them, but we also know 
that love changes all of us.  Jesus dies for us on the cross so when we 
love as God calls us to love  we love with self-sacrifice,  
(Cont. on Page 2) 



self-giving and selflessness.  Jesus is raised from the dead so when we love as God calls us 
to love it is always a life-giving kind of love.  

 If we love others in these ways, we will not only make better loving relationships 
with those closest to us but we will also recognize our call to care for those that the rest of 
the world allows to sit in loneliness.  Everyone in the entire world needs to know Jesus… 
everyone needs to know of God’s love for them… not everyone knows that they need it… 
but God knows that they do.  Who will you tell today? 

 This Valentine’s Day be especially good to the particular people that God has placed 
in your life to love… but also be committed to share the message of God’s love with the 
world around you.  And remember, all real and healthy love comes from God. 

 

WELCA 

WELCA will not meet for bible study until the church reopens for services. We will also 

defer our yearly organizational meeting for now and continue with our 2020 officers until 

our WELCA group can become active again. 

 

Food Pantry 
The food pantry served 52 families the first Tuesday and 64 families the second Tuesday 

with lots of new families. We served a few less than we expected, so we’re assuming this 

was due to the second round of stimulus checks that were recently sent out.  

HELP NEEDED: The pantry will need additional help in February, March, April & May as 

John and Gayle will be in Florida part of those months. Please contact John at jpodczerwin-

ski@yahoo.com or 812-599-3258 if you can help with the following tasks on the following 

days:  

Food Pantry Coordinator(s) – Tuesday, March 2 and Tuesday, May 4 

Gleaners’ Delivery – Thursday mornings February 25, March 11, March 25, and May 13 

 
Prayer Chain 
We have a group of active 'prayer warriors' at Resurrection. If you would like to join the 
prayer chain or have a prayer request, please contact Gayle Podczerwinski by emailing 
gheiby@hotmail or calling or texting 812-599-3561.  
 
Little Free Library 

Have you just finished a recent bestselling book and would like to share it? New titles go 

quickly in our Little Free Library. Donations can be dropped off in Room 4 near the book-

shelves. We try to keep a wide variety of adult, young adult, and children’s books in the 

LFL, so all donations are appreciated.   
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Thoughts to share from the Council  

Thank you to all the members who participated in our January 2021 Annual Meeting 

During the subsequent council meeting members of council elected officers and assigned com-

mittee chairs for 2021. 

Council President:  Dave Ommen 

Council Vice President:  John Podczerwinski 

Council Secretary:   Susan Gray 

 
Committees:  

Social Ministry, Youth and Evangelism:  Sue Fairchild 

Worship and Music:  Susan Graham 

Property: Teresa Bowers 

Stewardship and Finance:  John Podczerwinski 

WELCA Liaison: Barbara Trembley 

Council will also work on creating a digital subcommittee to explore and create future digital 

outreach opportunities.  Members interested in helping or offering input please contact Dave 

Ommen. 

Synod Council Sessions will be online this year.  Two members of the congregation will be 

voting members; however, all members are encouraged to participate during the open session 

online. 

 
With Lent starting February 17th,  Sue Fairchild will arrange for Good Gifts envelopes to allow 

our congregation to continue our annual support helping others better their lives.  The Live-

stock or Education support we can offer through this program profoundly change lives. Look 

for updates forthcoming. 

2021 Council  
 
BackSack Ministries 

Resurrection is currently helping Madison Presbyterian with their BackSack Ministry mission. 

This mission provides in-need Madison Consolidated School district elementary and junior 

high students with a backpack of food for the weekend. The program now feeds 120 students 

every weekend. A special thank you to Susan Graham who helps them pack up the food on 

Thursday mornings. 

 

 



Resurrection Lutheran Family & Food Pantry Team, 

      As we mentioned during the Congregational Meeting, Gayle & I will be in Flori-

da for several weeks starting in mid February.  This presents both a dilemma and op-

portunities as it pertains to the food pantry. Although Gayle or I will fly back to 

Madison a few times between February and May to help with food pantry activities, 

we will not be in town on the dates of a few Gleaners deliveries and food pantries. 

We are hoping that other volunteers could cover the dates that we will be in Florida.   

      Below is a schedule of upcoming pantry events highlighting where we currently 
need coordinators: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Coordinating responsibilities would include the following: 
 
Gleaners Delivery:  

Meet the Gleaners delivery truck at the church (normally between 8:45 
a.m. and 10:45 a.m.)  

Move delivered canned and frozen goods into the church.  
Lifting is required with some individual items weighing up to 30 lbs. 

 
Food Pantry:   

Place food products selected for distribution on to tables in the fellowship 
hall prior to shoppers arriving at 12:30 p.m.   

Organize produce if we receive fruits or vegetables from Gleaners 
Receive bread from House Of Hope if they obtained baked goods for us 

from Master Provision.   
Label tables so shoppers know what to pack into boxes 
Act as (or assign) a greeter who meets cars as they arrive in the parking lot 

and takes down their last name & number in household on a log listing. 
Gayle & John will continue to track inventory in the pantry and order products from 
Gleaners while in Florida. We also would be available for phone calls or to assist re-
motely on delivery or food pantry dates. 



Thanks in advance for considering whether you can handle any of these additional re-
sponsibilities.  Please contact John at jpodczerwinski@yahoo.com or 812-599-3258 
should be able to help with these needs. 
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