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After much prayer and 
Pastor Vicki’s recom-
mendation, the Church 
Council has decided to 
return to ZOOM wor-
ship, beginning July 
26th.  

The decision was made 
based on the rising num-
ber of cases in Jefferson 
County.  Many congre-
gations have decided to 
stay out through the end 
of the year, others 
through Labor Day.  We 
have committed to re-
evaluating every couple 
of weeks.  

We do not make this de-

cision out of fear, for 

God’s love casts out fear, 

but rather out of genuine 

love and care for each 

other and every life that 

we touch.  

From the Interim Pastor 
 

Tommy Tenney in his book “Prayers of a God Chaser” says 
that the best gift that we can have in life is a hunger for God.  And he 
worries out loud when he doesn’t see that hunger in the life of the 
church.  “Sometimes” he says, “I fear the church has spiritual anorex-
ia, or worse.  We’ve grown content to subsist on empty calories or to 
simply ‘show up’ at the Lord’s dinner table but never eat.  We are too 
busy talking about ourselves and criticizing the appearance and ac-
tions of others to stoke the flames of our spiritual hunger.” (p. 46) 

 
I don’t know Tommy Tenney.  I don’t know his theology or his 

background.  In truth there are things in his book with which I disa-
gree, but these words stopped me in my tracks.  As soon as I read 
them, I immediately stopped reading and started praying. (I invite you 
to stop now and pray about whether or not you have spiritual anorexia 
before you even read the rest of this article.)  As I prayed, I asked to 
be able to see the spiritual anorexia in my own life and the spiritual 
anorexia in the life of Resurrection Lutheran.  It was a hard prayer—
but also a good and cleansing prayer—because it gave me insight that 
I know I need, both to be a believer myself and to be a good interim 
leader for Resurrection. 

 
Please understand I am not being hard on myself, or you, in do-

ing this.  I am not taking too much on my plate.  I am also not making 
any excuses (you know, things like, its summer after all).  I am just 
working to understand what God has chosen to reveal.  I do see signs 
of spiritual anorexia; like the deep anxiety we have over how the pan-
demic will affect the future of our church or when we get upset over 
little things that in the greater scheme of the Kingdom of God don’t 
really matter at the same time that we don’t get concerned over the 
weighty matters of the Kingdom, like the fact that there are people 
who don’t yet know Jesus.  Sometimes our anorexia is interwoven 
with our worship experience; like when we come to worship (or 
watch on line) only for what we will get out of it.  Mark Powell says 
that Scripture teaches a model for worship in which we don’t come to 
worship for what we get out of it (even though we do get what sus-
tains our life out of it) but because God is worthy to praised and wor-
shiped.    

 
(Cont. Next Page) 



(Pr.’s Newsletter Conclusion) 

But the good news is that there is food for this spiritual anorexia.  Since the Holy 
Spirit is the best teacher of prayer, the best way to learn prayer…is to pray.  Since it is God 
who calls us to worship, the best way to be fed in worship is to just simply come or tune in 
to worship, every chance we get, and let God’s magnificent presence be “what we get out 
of it” and what feeds us.  Since the Bible promises that we will grow in faith when we 
study the word, the best way to do Bible Study is to just join a Bible Study class and keep 
exploring with all of the rest of us who have questions, simple and complex, about the Bi-
ble.   

I hope that you are aching for more of God!  I hope that you recognize that you are 
starved for more time with God, more love for God, more insight about God.  And I hope 
that you act on that hunger and come to God to be fed.  What better thing could you do 
with what’s left of your summer? 



Brief note from the Council 

We can all can agree that this has been a very unusual and unique year.  Most likely we also 

agree that we would prefer not to repeat a pandemic experience with its severe impact to 

health, livelihood, economic impact on so many businesses and in turn people.  Not to forget 

the disruption to the standard educational experience from Kindergarten through College.  We 

know that we are not quite done with this yet but long for a time where things appear to be 

more “normal” 

Recently I reflected on the missed travel experiences I had planned for this year. Seeing family 

in Germany, and in the US, a trip to the West Coast, all delayed.  I am sure everyone has their 

own plans that had to be deferred. Yet we have much to be grateful for. 

I further considered which of my activities had a lasting impact and created memories, maybe 

not quite as exciting as travel, but something to remember this time by. 

I worked in my garden (this counts as my exercise). I read and read some more and am still 

reading   I reflect on the trials and tribulations throughout history;  the current global refuge sit-

uation, growing need for help, whether it be food or otherwise, here and in many parts of the 

world.  

 I wonder if there is a message for us to pause and consider our blessings and think about what 

else, we, as a small church community, can do in our own  small way to help?  

Council members are and will be discussing thoughts and ideas how to make a small difference 

in the community whether here or elsewhere. 

Thoughts and suggestions from the congregation are always welcome.  

“We pray that God will help us to make choices that will draw others to HIM” 

 
Our hearts go out to Lyda, Robin and Diane with families.  Art Martin was part of the Resur-

rection family from the beginning of this congregation and has participated in and helped shape 

the history of this congregation.  We are grateful for his devotion and steadfast presence. 

We pray for everyone’s health and well being. 

 
Barbara T on behalf of 2020 Council. 



Food Pantry 
The number of households served in July remained lower than you would 
expect during the pandemic. This appears to be a trend across food pantries 
in Jefferson County. Resurrection served a total of 67 households for a total 
of 190 people. Our August numbers may depend on what the upcoming 
pandemic relief bill passed by Congress looks like. 
We continue to get USDA products (a program helping bridge the gap be-
tween supply chain  & need) at no cost from Gleaners (meat) and at low 
cost from Master Provisions (produce).  We continue to prepack the gro-
cery items and deliver them directly to the families' vehicles.  Our August 
pantries are on Tuesday, August 4 and August 18. If you would like to help 
either pack boxes or help load them in vehicles, please contact either John 
or Gayle Podczerwinski. 
 
WELCA 
WELCA will meet for bible study on Thursday, July 30 at noon. Plan to 
bring your lunch with you and we’ll have a catch-up fellowship before 
starting our bible study. All socially-distanced, of course. We will start a 
new study called “Just Love” where we will consider how justice and love 
intersect. We will discuss what day and time we will meet in August. 
There will not be a yard sale this year. 
 
Little Free Library 
If you would like to donate books for our LFL you can leave them in room 
4 by the bookshelves. We could especially use young adult/teen books and 
longer children's chapter books. 
 
Prayer Chain 
If you would like to be part of Resurrection's email prayer list, please con-
tact Gayle Podczerwinski by email gheiby@hotmail.com or text or call 812
-599-3561. If you have a prayer request, the same contact info works. 


