
 
“A star, a star, dancing in the night. He will bring us goodness and light”.  

That’s a line from the song, “Do You Hear What I Hear”. My elementary school 

chorus sang that song when I was in third or fourth grade. Even back then I had 

some sense of what goodness and light might be. I certainly knew the excitement 

of the season and that it is was Jesus’ birthday but that we got gifts too. How great 

is that? Getting a present for somebody else’s birthday?  

The Chia pet commercial and the Clapper ad are out there now, among many others, 

reminding us of the consumer side of Christmas. Yes, we like to give and get some 

stuff. What if goodness and light were the gifts we gave others this year? What if 

we allowed ourselves to receive those gifts from Jesus and reflect them back into 

the world? The world would certainly be a different place if everyone who says they are a Christian starts 

living by throwing around goodness and light wherever they went. I dare you to try a whole day of 

shining God’s light and love and see what happens, not only to you, but to those whose fire you have 

now ignited. 

It’s that time of year. It feels like there is a thin space between heaven and 

earth. Perhaps that was an angel you encountered at the store! People seem 

more open to giving and receiving love. Some folks are grieving, some have 

lost jobs. There are so many in need of a little goodness and light. Let’s spread 

some wherever we go. 

Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Joyce 

A Christmas Mission 

 

 

We will begin our annual hat, scarf, glove, and mitten drive on November 24th for elementary children 

in the local schools (Chenango Valley and Chenango Forks).  Place your donations on the tree in the ever 

ready room. We would like to request donations in small sizes for children in grades K-6. The local 

schools greatly appreciate this mission because so many children need warm clothes when they go 

outside. This drive will conclude on January 5, 2020. 



YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS! 

Please remember that your help is needed on December 1 right after the second service. 

The Altar Guild asks for help carrying down the Christmas decorations from their storage 

area by the Cry Room. The Thrift Shop asks for help bringing down the items for their 

Christmas Sale in the Parish House. Both chores usually take about fifteen minutes but 

they save a lot of aches and pains for our older members. If you can, please help. 

 

CHILDREN’S HOME TREE LIGHTING 

Kick off the Advent/Christmas season by joining our neighbor’s 

at The Children’s Home as they light their Christmas tree on 

December 5 from 5-6pm. There will be a little entertainment, 

singing, crafts, hot chocolate, and snacks. Best of all, there will be 

boys and girls with the light of Christmas in their eyes. They need 

adults and families to come and help them celebrate 

 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

We need a little Christmas! There is nothing in this world that can bring us closer to the meaning of 

Christmas than a group of children acting out the old, old story. We remember the pageants of our own 

childhood. We remember our children and grandchildren. We remember how Jesus came to be with us, 

and it’s simply beautiful. Our pageant for this year will be held on December 8th, at both services. We 

understand this year’s pageant is a wonderful rendition which features the animals. 

KID”S CLUB 

Our group meets once a month during the school year. We have a game, a craft, 

a lesson, and a snack. Last month was all about pumpkins, including the 

Pumpkin Parable, hide the pumpkin game, and pumpkin painting. We did not 

eat pumpkin though. We had some fruit and veggies and cookies instead. 

In December we meet on the 8th, from 4pm until 5:30. I think you can guess our 

theme! It’s Christmas if you didn’t guess. Pastor Joyce and Brenda Rhodes will 

be ready to meet kids in the Pine Room. Everyone in grades one through six is invited. 

In January we will meet on the 12th. Again, from 4 to 5:30pm. By then it will be cold and kids will enjoy 

running around the Pine Room. We will plan a more active game and try to send them home tired.  



Our December meeting will be on the 15th, around 9:30 am, 

right after the first service. We’ll go upstairs to the youth 

room, which is off of the Bell Room. In January we will 

meet in the same place and time on the 19th of January. By 

the time you receive this newsletter each confirmand should 

know who their mentor is and they should begin meeting together. We are working hard to learn about 

church membership so that we can decide for ourselves to claim the name Christian and join our church. 

 

 

A SERVICE OF WAITING 

This time of year is so busy that sometimes we lose 

sight of why we are doing all of these preparations 

for Christmas. Sometimes we can’t make it to 

church on Sunday. Sometimes the 

season seems a little hollow. Sometimes we feel a little empty. How about an hour in 

a church to relax and let God in? How about an evening with a skit, some guitar music, 

a little singing, communion, and the opportunity to simply be? Sound good? Great. We 

will have a special Service of Waiting on Monday evening, December 16th at 7pm. 

Dress is casual. It’s a perfect time to come if you work weekends. It’s a great chance 

to invite a friend or a neighbor, or bring the grandchildren. Plan to come and worship. 

 

DINNER GROUP 

In December we meet at our own church, as we let Phil’s Chicken House do the 

cooking. There will also be a dessert buffet! All for $12 per person!  The dinner 

will be half a Chicken, Red Roasted potatoes, and Cole Slaw. The party will be 

December 20th at 6pm, in the Pine Room. You will find sign-up sheets in the 

sanctuary. Your twelve dollars per person may be brought into the Office or go 

through the collection plate, as long as it is paid by December 16. If you pay be 

check, please let us know that the check is for the Christmas Party.  

 

 

Our January gathering will be on the 17th at 6pm at My 

Uncle’s Place, down on the Service Road. We’ll have 

the front room to ourselves, so you can enter through the 

front door of that room. There is plenty of room and it’s 

close to home. It will be time to get out again after the 

holidays. Why not bring a few friends? 

 



 

 

 

 

We’ll be having a service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas 

Eve. We’ll hear the scriptures and then share music to reflect the 

story of Jesus’ birth. We’ll place the baby in the manger and we 

will sing, Silent Night by candlelight. Our service is at 7pm on 

the 24th. Come early to get a seat! 

 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM 

Chi Rho 

 

 

The Chi Rho is an ancient monogram of Christ. The symbol is composed of the first two letters of the 

Greek word for Christ: XPICTOC (pronounced Christos). There are many variations, but the most 

common form superimposes the “X” (Chi) on the “P” (Rho). Although it isn’t considered to be a cross, 

the Chi Rho invokes Jesus’ crucifixion. The symbol has been in use for more than 1,600 years. Early 

Christians used the Chi Rho as a sign of their faith, and Constantine the Great placed it on his soldiers’ 

shields. 

The X (Chi) in Xmas 

There are multiple theories on when the single letter X for Christ 

originated.  By the fifteenth century Xmas emerged as a widely used 

symbol for Christmas. This was a result of Johannes Gutenberg 

invention, the printing press with moveable type. In the early days of 

printing typesetting was tedious and expensive, abbreviations were 

commonplace. In religious publications, the church began to the use 

abbreviation X, for the word "Christ", a cost cutting measure. 

Newspapers and other publications began using the abbreviation Xmas, 

it came into common use by the middle of the sixteenth century. 

There is no conspiracy to dilute Christianity by promoting the use of Xmas instead of Christmas.  It is 

simply another way to say Christmas, drawing on a long history of symbolic abbreviations used in the 

church. In fact, as with other abbreviations used in common speech or writing (such as Mr. or etc.), the 

abbreviation "Xmas" should be pronounced "Christmas" just as if the word were written out in full, rather 

than saying "exmas”. Edited and condensed from The Origin of "Xmas" by Dennis Bratcher  
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THE CHURCH MOUSE 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! People are a bit more cheerful. 

There are carols in the air.  We try to share love with one another a little 

more. For example, someone working around the church kitchen might 

see a mouse, but choose to do the Christian thing and “Do Unto Others”.  

Perhaps?  Case in point, The Christmas Party.  Chicken, potatoes, Cole 

slaw and that dessert buffet!  There is no mouse on earth who could 

smell that and not try to snitch a little bit. My point is, that in the Spirit of Christmas, wouldn’t it be the 

right thing to make up a little plate for me? And leave it in the back corner where Joan Wilber saw me 

once during Pizza Night. Thank you. 

One of my friends went home to heaven last month. Tom Knopick was officially 

Roman Catholic, but his wife Bev, is a member at Ogden. He attended the first 

service. I remember how tickled Pastor Joyce was when she was looking for 

someone to help with communion and Tom jumped right up. We had a wonderful 

ecumenical communion that day and I am sure God was smiling. We are still 

praying for Diane Weber and her family. Diane is trying one more type of chemo 

and we are all praying hard that it works.  Please join in praying!  

Don’t forget Frances Sandwick is turning one hundred on Christmas Day. If you 

can, get a card out to her at Good Shepherd Home, Room 13, 80 Fairview Ave. 

Binghamton, NY 13904. Frances does not miss a beat and reads cover to cover 

each Beacon and each bulletin. Jim mails her one each week. When Pastor Joyce 

visits she often gets a quiz about the church members and the latest happenings 

at church. She remembers every one and would enjoy receiving cards from far 

flung places where people read the newsletter. 

 

 

I love all of the people in our church, but I enjoy the children because they make 

me laugh. At Kid’s Club, one little boy was making sandwiches of cheese and 

crackers, several layers tall. Pastor Joyce said, “You must really like cheese and 

crackers”. He replied, “It would be better if they had ham”.  He’s not wrong. Pastor 

hid thirty six little paper turkeys in the church for the kids to find. They think they 

found most of them. So, if you open your hymnal one day and a turkey falls out you 

will know why. I’m really looking forward to the Children’s pageant on December 

8th.  For me, it’s the highlight of the year. I love the see the kids tell us the story that 

we all need to hear. When they act out the story of God coming to be with us in Jesus, 

it touches my little mouse heart, and warms it right up.  I hope the same thing happens 

for you and your human heart. May you and yours have the Merriest of Christmases! 

 

Methodius Mouse 



 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE, CAROLS, AND COCOA 

Our church got a grant from United Methodist Communications to hold a Christmas outreach project. 

We picked warm beverages and caroling, right around the corner from church, at Needful Things on the 

Service Road. It’s in the old Nelson Ellis furniture store. We will have catered coffee, hot cocoa, and 

goodies for the last minute shoppers who will be heading to the craft booths 

inside. We won a tent with a banner that can be used again, but we want to 

christen it at this event.  

The event will be December 21 from 10am until 11:30am. We are hoping lots of 

church members and friends will gather to sing carols at 10:30. It’s important for 

lots of folks from church to be present to answer questions, meet our neighbors, 

and sing carols that we know. Please put this event on your calendar now, and 

help share the love of God in this special season. Dress warmly and bring a chair 

if you need one. 

 

ALTAR GUILD 

Many thanks to our dedicated Altar Guild members for your 

support throughout the year. 

Also Pastor Joyce, Jim and Paul for all that you do. 

Thank you, to the congregation, for your contributions all 

year and at fund raising time.  

The monetary support from the Memorial Fund has kept us 

moving forward and we greatly appreciate your kindness. 

For your love and support, I thank you all,  Marie Crampton 

 



DOUBLE NEWSLETTER 

Yes, you have a little Christmas gift in your hand. Not only do you have December’s information, but 

January is here as well. A December/January newsletter gets the word out faster and it allows your staff 

to take a break after Christmas. Save this newsletter for dates and information until your February edition 

arrives. Thanks! 

Sunday, December 1st  Youth & Adults assist Altar Guild carry Christmas decorations. 

Monday, December 2nd 9:00 am Holiday Set-up (PH) 

Tuesday, December 3rd 9:00 am Holiday Set-up (PH) 

Wednesday, December 4th 9:00 am  decorate Church 

Thursday, December 5th 10:00 am  Holiday sale begins (PH) 

Thursday, December 5th  Children’s Home Tree Lighting 

Sunday, December 8th  Children’s Christmas Pageant, both services 

Sunday, December 8th  4:00 – 5:30 Kid’s Club (PR) 

Sunday, December 15th 9:30  Confirmation Class (YR) 

Monday, December 16th 7:00 pm A Service of Waiting 

Friday, December 20th 6:00 pm Christmas Party (PR) 

Saturday, December 21st 11:30 am Coffee & Carols & Cocoa - My Uncle’s Place 

Tuesday, December 24th 7:00 pm  Christmas Eve Service 

Sunday, January 5th Annual Hat, Scarf, Glove and Mitten drive concludes 

Sunday, January 12th 4:00 – 5:30 Kid’s Club (PR) 

Monday, January 13th 7:00 pm Administrative Board Planning Meeting (ER) 

Friday, January 17th 6:00 pm  Dinner Group – My Uncle’s Place 

 



   


