
November 2020 

Beacon 

Online 

Copy 

 
The Beacon – November 2020 

 

November 11, Please 

Thank a Veteran 
 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 

 
OGDEN-HILLCREST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1061 CHENANGO STREET, BINGHAMTON NY 13901 

ogdenadmin@ogdenhillcrestumc.org    (607) 723-2637 

Joyce K. Allen, Pastor 
THE SIMPLEST PRAYER 

 An eccentric blind man nicknamed Joybubbles reportedly loved Mr. Rogers 

so much he listened to 10 hours of the TV show daily until he’d heard them 

all. One night, when Joybubbles was in a kind of awake dream state, he said 

Mr. Rogers visited him and offered to teach him how to pray. 

 Joybubbles protested that he couldn’t pray because he always forgot the 

words. To which Mr. Rogers said not to worry; the prayer he’d teach had 

only three words. “What kind of prayer has only three words?” Joybubbles 

asked. 

“Thank you, God,” Mr. Rogers replied. 

—adapted from The Wired Word 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

 

“Be glad in the Lord always! Again I say, be glad! Let your gentleness show in your treatment of 

all people. The Lord is near.  Don’t be anxious about anything; rather, bring up all of your requests 

to God in your prayers and petitions, along with giving thanks.  Then the peace of God that exceeds 

all understanding will keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.  

From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, focus your 

thoughts on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that is 

lovely, and all that is worthy of praise. Practice these things: whatever you learned, received, 

heard, or saw in us. The God of peace will be with you.” Philippians 4:4-9 

 

 

It’s going to be in interesting month. Of that, I have no doubt. We just 

had the strangest Halloween ever, where some kids went out to trick or 

treat, and others tried to find new ways to have Halloween in a pandemic. 

Now we have an election and Thanksgiving to celebrate this month. 

Yes, I said celebrate the election. People fought for our right to vote and 

we need to celebrate the freedom we have to vote in person or by mail. 

We live in a democracy. We are a free people. Isn’t the ability to vote for 

the people you want to represent you, a wonderful thing? Use that 

freedom! It has been a terrible election season with name calling and our national idolatry on 

display for all to see. Let’s pray for us to elect the person God would have lead us, and let’s pray 

for the process and for our nation. 

 

 

 

Then, let us take time to give thanks and praise to 

God. We may not have all of the people we want 

with us this year, or we may not be able to travel to 

family and friends, so perhaps we might find another 

way to use some of our time. How about some extra 

time with the One that thanksgiving is about, and I 

don’t mean the turkey! Since we cannot have a 

community Thanksgiving service, maybe you could take those two hours and write letters to shut-

ins, or make calls to someone you know is alone. I’m going to have my own little outdoor 

Thanksgiving Service outside, wind or snow or rain. Look for more information in the newsletter 

if you feel hardy and thankful.  

 

 

Remember that November is also Stewardship month, a time to think 

about our relationship with God and how we want to live that out 

through our giving, serving and witnessing. Let’s all take a little extra 

time this month to ponder just what god has done for us, and what it 

is we might do for God. Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Joyce 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURES FOR NOVEMBER 

 

November1: Psalm 34:1-10 and Revelation 7:9-17 

November 8: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and Joshua 24:1-3 & 14-25 

November 15: Psalm 123 and 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

November 22: Psalm 100 and Matthew 25: 31-46 

November 29: Psalm 48 and Luke 1:26-38 

 

 

REOPENING PLAN 

 

In and out, on and off, we never know for sure these days whether we are 

having in person church or online church. Everything depends on the 

number of COVID cases in our area. We listen to our County Executive 

and our District Superintendent, and our reopening committee works 

together to ensure we may open safely. So, let’s assume we ARE having in 

person worship every week. I will post on the church Facebook page if we 

are NOT meeting, and we will have some phone callers for those that we 

know do not have computers.  

 

 

 

PARKING LOT HYMN SING 

 

It’s true that we can’t sing in church right now. But no virus can keep us from singing in our own 

cars! So drive on over to the church parking lot on Sunday afternoon, November 1, at 4pm. We’ll 

have leaders ready to sing. You come and sing along in your car. Tell your family and friends to 

come along in their cars too. We can each make a joyful noise in our own car as we praise God 

together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHURCH CONFERENCE 

 

If you lead a committee or hold an office in our church, you are invited to a Zoom meeting 

Conference on November 2 at 6pm. Don’t worry if you haven’t Zoomed before. Pastor Joyce will 

email you an invitation and you only have to click on it to join the meeting. Normally we have a 

conference that any member can participate in. This year is different, so we need a virtual meeting. 

Our leaders will vote on the pastor’s salary, elect leaders for the coming year, and accept the reports 

of our lay servant, Maralena, and our pastor. Please mark your calendar now. 

 

ZOOM 

 
 

 

 

 

HAPPY VETERAN’S DAY! 

November 11th 

 

We thank you for your service. We would love to give you cake and 

coffee but can’t right now. We salute you and will honor you in church. 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP 

 

I don’t know about you, but I am tired of hearing about 

all the things we can’t do. I think it’s time for us to be 

thankful for all we have and for all we can do. On Easter 

morning we meet outdoors for a brief worship service. 

Let’s try it for Thanksgiving!  I am going to have an 

outdoor worship service in the side yard at church at 

4pm on the day before Thanksgiving. We can worship. 

We can sing. We can be together and be six feet apart. 

I’ll print out a couple of hymns for us to sing and be 

ready with scripture and a brief message. Maybe it will 

be warm and sunny, but I’m going to be there 

regardless. It will be short, and perhaps cold, but it will 

also be wonderful. Come and join me. 

 Deceiving angle all are family groups 6 feet apart 



THE CHURCH MOUSE 

 

Well, we had a couple of good week where people could come to church for worship, and then it 

had to stop. I’m hoping that by the time you read this, people can come to church again. This is a 

terrible sickness that humans have been spreading. Wash your paws and wear your masks and 

make it go away. 

There would have been a wedding in the church last week, but it got postponed to 

next year. There will be one this month, hopefully, when Emily Dixon and Jordan 

Murray get married right after Thanksgiving. They are friends of our friend, Brenda 

Rhodes. She is an animal lover so she is ok with me. Hopefully the bride and groom 

are too. 

 

 

The Pastor keeps trying to come up with ideas for things people can do while staying apart from 

one another. She’s talking about a drive through nativity next! I wonder if there might be some 

sheep or goats. You need to think like a mouse for a change. Sheep and Goats and nativity scene 

animals would have food with them. Food is just what I’m looking for. 

The ladies working on the rummage sale one Thursday, got chicken lunches from My Uncle’s 

Place and ate it outside in the yard. It was a beautiful sunny and the food was delicious, and they 

found a way to be together without coming close to one another. All this socially distance stuff is 

strange to me. Mice do not socially distance themselves from one another.  

I hope you can get together with family and friends this month to celebrate 

Thanksgiving. It is really a day about our love for God, and a day to tell God how 

grateful we are for all that God has done for us.  But, it’s also a time families 

enjoy being together, and I pray yours can. If you want to save me a little turkey, 

I’d be pleased to have it. 

 

Methodius Mouse 
 

ALTAR GUILD 

 

The Altar Guild would like to thank the congregation for their continued 

and generous support of our work.  At this time we have decided not to do 

the Christmas poinsettia fund raiser.  In these uncertain times, there is no 

way to predict what the holiday season will look like. 

We would ask you to send cards or notes to our shut ins instead.  Or contact 

your church friends you have lost touch with.  Including a photo is always 

a nice idea.  Altar Guild would also accept donations at any time to support 

our efforts. 

Many thanks, 

          Marie Crampton 



 

 

Through the ecumenical effort of local churches and 

coordinated by Catholic Charities, our church can provide 

holiday food for the needy at Thanksgiving. Last year, Ogden 

donated 55 bags of food and $1274 for turkey vouchers. 

The Mission Committee has reusable grocery bags, along 

with a list of grocery items. The bags will be located in the front and back of the church if you are 

attending church.  If you have not returned to church yet, you may pick up bags in the covered 

area, at the front doors of the church. The bags will be in a tote labeled “Thanksgiving”. Please 

mail or drop off your donation for turkey vouchers during worship service or at the office. 

There are three options for participation: 

-Furnish a complete basket of food, including a turkey voucher 

-Furnish food items only 

-Donate money for turkey vouchers ($10 each) 

On Sunday, October 6, the Thanksgiving bags will be distributed.  Envelopes marked “Turkey 

Donation” will also be available at that time. If paying by check , make the check payable to 

“Ogden Hillcrest UMC”and write “turkey” on the memo line. Drop the envelope in the offering 

plate by November 15. 

All donations of food and money are due by November 15. 

 

DRIVE THROUGH NATIVITY 

Nothing can stop the message of Christmas. If we can’t have a traditional pageant we’ll have a 

different kind. Families or people who have been together, can be spaced apart, outdoors for a 

pageant. We already have a Holy Family, Star, Angels, and Shepherds ready. Pastor Joyce is 

looking for Wise Men and Women, Mary and an Angel, and lots of helpers to direct cars, and 

help sing Christmas Carols. Let her know if you can help! 

Mark your calendar for Saturday December 19th from 3 until 4pm for the event! 

 

 
 

 



 

 


