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A month of Sundays 
 

“August is like the Sunday of summer,” an online meme proclaims. But that means different things 

to different people. 

If you see Sunday as the end of a week — a chance to sleep in, do “nothing,” relax and play — 

then August might be your downtime at the end of a busy summer. If Sunday feels heavy because 

the onslaught of the workweek is approaching, then August may carry the dread of falling leaves 

and falling temperatures. 

But if you view Sunday as a fresh start to the week, then August, with a new school year and new 

church programming around the corner, can be exciting. And if you honor Sunday as the Sabbath, 

indeed “August is like the Sunday of summer.” God invites us to enjoy these holy days and give 

thanks to him, the Creator of all seasons.     —Heidi Mann 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

“But now, says the Lord—the one who created you, Jacob, the one who 

formed you, Israel: don’t fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 

by name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with 

you; when through the rivers, they won’t sweep over you. When you walk 

through the fire, you won’t be scorched and flame won’t burn you. I am 

the Lord your God, the holy one of Israel, your savior. Isaiah 43: 1-3 

 

I miss doing Junior High camp at Sky Lake. I counseled for it one year and then directed it for 

seventeen years. I like seeing the world through the eyes of young folks. I like hearing their 

perspective, the things that bring them joy and the things they worry about. After teaching a week 

of lessons about trusting God, and after being home for a few days, I received a letter from a 

camper. She told me about how wonderful her week was and about how she felt God’s love and 

the love of the whole camp. The thing I remember most about that letter is her closing line; trust 

God but lock your car”.  

Her advice has stuck with me. And we are all trying to live that advice out as we know God has 

our backs, but we need to wear masks, keep six feet or more away from others, and wash, wash, 

wash. Life has changed, at least for a time, and the church of Jesus Christ must change too.  

Throughout this newsletter you will see signs of change, signs of ways we are trusting in God, and 

signs of the ways we must change to protect ourselves and those around us.  

Perhaps this virus and its effect on the world have you feeling alone. Maybe your life has been 

turned upside down. We don’t have any idea how kids will go to school this fall and whether we’ll 

be able to have all of the programs we would like to. It’s a really hard time to be human. 

It’s time for us to turn to God, to read scripture, to attend church in person or via our live stream 

service. It is time for us to reaffirm our faith and our trust in God. It’s time for us to be the church 

with and for one another. Trust God but lock your car and wear your mask! 

Peace, 
Pastor Joyce 

 

PASTOR JOYCE’S SUMMER SERMON SERIES:  

“Being The Church” 
 

 

 

    Aug 2: Acts 6: 1-7 

    Aug 9: 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 

    Aug 16: Ephesians 4; 1-5 

    Aug 23: Ephesians 4:17-32 

    Aug 30: Ephesians 1:15-23 



 

 

 

We will meet again when it is safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFIRMATION 

AND KID’S CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

Hang in there!  

We’ll let you know 

When we can meet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, August 3rd, 7:00 pm Trustees  

 

Wednesday, August 5th,7:00 pm Lay Leadership 

 

We will meet in the backyard o the Parsonage 

Social Distancing will be observed 

              Rain dates will be the following evening 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We open for in person worship on August 2nd. There will be one service, for now, at 10:45am. It 

will be like watching the live stream in person. We’ll ask you to enter through the front door and 

exit out the back to the parking lot. If you need to use the elevator you may. However you may 

only use it by yourself or with a member of your family. We will ask you to wear a mask while 

you are in the building and to make sure the usher has your name and contact information each 

time you come into the building. Even if you come in alone to work on something else, you need 

to sign in. We have extra masks if you need one. 

When you come into the sanctuary an usher will help you find your seat. There are areas for 

families and couples and individuals to safely sit together, and you’ll find all the seats are marked 

with painter’s tape to show you which ones you can use. Remember we cannot sing, but if you 

keep your mask on you may say the Lord’s Prayer and hum along to the music. We’ll have one 

hymn to meditate on and an anthem, prayers, scripture, and a sermon. 

All are welcome to attend in person BUT, if you are not feeling well, if you have traveled out of 

state to an area under quarantine, or if you have medical conditions that make you at high risk, 

please don’t come to church that week. We’ve already had an incident in one local church. Let us 

hope and pray that this virus does not come into our church. We are the ones that can prevent it 

from happening. 

We have had to close off the rest of the building, and we have to clean the bathroom between each 

use. You’ll find cleaning wipes in each bathroom, and if you did a quick wipe down after using 

the bathroom, we can offer bathrooms for your use. You will need to bring your own Bible, if you 

want one to use. All hymnals and Bibles and pew cushions have been removed from the sanctuary. 

We have filled out paperwork for New York State to prove we have done the work of preparation. 

I know it feels like so much change and so many rules, but the things that you will still find in the 

sanctuary, are the Holy Spirit and the joy of worship.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If we are going to have worship in the building again we are going to need volunteers to help folks 

navigate their comings and goings. We’ll need a volunteer out in the parking lot to direct people 

to the front door. We’ll need helpers to hand out masks and answer questions. Can you help? Speak 

to Pastor Joyce if you can help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will be in October if we can! If you have some time to work sorting and pricing items, speak to 

Judy Clark.  We are still taking donations! 

 

 

NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

 

We are pleased to welcome our new DS, the Reverend Nancy Adams, to 

the Binghamton District. She has served in this district before as a pastor, 

and she has been serving as DS in the District to the west of us. Now her 

area of supervision has shifted east to include us at Ogden Hillcrest. 

Nancy is a graduate of Drew theological School (like Pastor Joyce and 

Pastor Horace), and has served in the former Wyoming Conference as well 

as in this new Conference. She was a Special Education teacher before she 

became a pastor. When Pastor Joyce was working on her ordination, 

Nancy was her mentor. It’s good to welcome her home, where she 

graduated from North high, and where her dad, Porter, was also a DS.  

Welcome Rev. Nancy! 



THE CHURCH MOUSE  

 

 

We have more baby news! Isn’t this fantastic? Heather Judd 

Kneble and husband Doug, had baby Harper Lynn on July 15, 

in warm and humid, Boca Raton. That makes three girls for 

them. Greg and Stephanie are expecting a new baby in 

January. Gavin wants a brother and Clara wants a sister. 

Somebody is going to be happy. This mouse will be thrilled 

either way. I look for Gavin and Clara in church because they 

love animals.  

Boy, there sure have been a lot of meetings about opening up the church. They measured and 

counted and measured some more, to make sure people can stay safe here. I don’t know much 

about this sickness you humans are getting. I’m just glad it doesn’t affect mice. I do know that 

Pastor Joyce and Brenda Rhodes have been around to visit a lot of people. And I know that most 

of you have been healthy. Let’s keep it that way. There aren’t any hospitalizations to report. Our 

nursing home friends have stayed safe so far, and let’s all pray that it stays that way. We can make 

it through this tough time with God’s help. 

I went over to the parsonage to get some bird seed and there is a new blue car in the driveway. I 

heard Pastor Joyce say that she bought it from a classmate of hers named Gottlieb. I know just 

enough German to understand Gott = God and Lieb = Love. Our pastor bought her car from a man 

named God’s love. I think that’s pretty cool. Then again, what do I know, I’m just a mouse. Stay 

safe and well friends! 

 

Methodius Mouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  Zoom? 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND ORDINATION TO BE HELD ONLIINE 

 

As you are aware, earlier this spring, the Upper New York Conference postponed our Annual 

Conference with the hope of gathering together on Saturday, Oct. 3. The ongoing realities of 

COVID-19 and our commitment to the safety of those who will be a part of that gathering, has 

caused us to change these plans. 

After consultation with and approval by the Cabinet, the Committee of Sessions, the Board of 

Trustees, and the Executive Committee of the Board of Ordained Ministry, Upper New York Area 

Resident Bishop, Mark J. Webb, wants to share with you that the postponed 2020 session of 

Annual Conference will be held virtually.  

Bishop Webb said, “Each of us from our own location will gather on Saturday, October 3 for our 

Annual Conference session. This will be an abbreviated session that will only deal with the 

essential business required. In addition, the 2020 clergy session will meet virtually as well.  

Originally, we scheduled the clergy session for Friday, October 2, but we are now changing the 

date of clergy session to Saturday, September 19th from 10:00 am until Noon.” 

The service of ordination will be held the evening of Friday, October 2 with attendance being by 

invitation only. Live streaming of the ordination service will be made available for all to 

experience. This is being done to so that we can social distance and keep those who will participate 

safe. 

THOUGHTS ABOUT THE TRANSFIGURATION 

In Matthew 17, we read about Jesus' taking James and John up to the top of a high mountain. It 

was there that Jesus suddenly appeared to have a different countenance. He was transfigured, his 

body taking on a glow. Matthew writes: "His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 

dazzling white" (Matthew 17:2). 

Not only did his friends observe that amazing change but they heard a voice saying, "This is my 

Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!" (17:5). 

What happened then? Those fellows did what many of us would have done. They fell to the ground 

overcome by fear. But they stayed there until Jesus came and touched them. He told them not to 

be afraid. Then, after they had settled down a bit, he led them down the mountain. 

What does that experience say to us? Certainly it shows that Jesus is the unique Son of God. We 

might call this event the ordination of Jesus. 

 



 

 


