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"Look for the helpers" 
When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the 

news, my mother would say to me, "Look for the helpers. You will always find 

people who are helping." To this day, especially in times of disaster, I remember my mother's 

words and I am always comforted by realizing that there are still so many helpers — so many 

caring people in this world. 

—Fred Rogers 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

 

“We’re praying this so that you can live lives that are worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him in 

every way: by producing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God; by being 

strengthened through his glorious might so that you endure everything and have patience;  and by 

giving thanks with joy to the Father.” Colossians 1:10-12a 

 

It’s a tough time to be part of the church. We want to be together for worship, 

for bible study, confirmation, Kid’s club and so much more. We want to see 

one another and be together. It’s a bittersweet time. We are in the middle of a 

global pandemic, and yet some parts of our country are opening up. We know 

that there are less folks in our county with Covid 19. We know that we have 

moved into Phase 1 of NY State’s reopening plan. We know that we must wait 

for Phase Four. So, we wonder, when will we be able to worship together 

again? 

 

The answer is: we don’t know but your church leaders are working on it. There is 

so much we don’t know yet. I read about fifteen articles each day about church 

openings. Generally, about two say it’s ok to open. The others remind us of what 

we need to do first, and how cautious we must be. They remind us to think about 

how many of our members who should still be staying home, 

and by age and health issues I am one of them. We have learned 

that we won’t be singing together because that spreads the virus even farther 

than talking does. We have learned that we’ll have to wear masks, sit six feet 

apart, and have someone wipe down the bathroom after every use. Every day 

I learn something else that we have to think about. 

 

Know this, your trustees and staff are working on reopening. I have met online with both the 

District Superintendent and Bishop Webb during the last week. Our Conference is going to give 

us guidelines for reopening soon. It still feels like things are changing every day and we simply 

have to wait. But know this too, God is still in control, we are still the church of Jesus Christ. We 

can worship together online if you have that option. We’ll keep sending you the bulletin so you 

can worship, even if it’s just you and God.  You have lots of ways to keep connected with your 

church family; call one another, send a card, drive by and wave.  We will let everyone know when 

it’s possible to worship together in person. Until then, keep praying and reading scripture. Keep 

worshipping in the way you can, and keep growing your faith. Let God strengthen you for this 

time and during this time. 

 

 

 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Joyce 



and meet in September! We’ll let 
you know. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are worshipping online! And, we are getting better with practice. Soon, you won’t need a 

bulletin because the information with be on the screen in front of you. You’ll be able to find the 

bulletin on our webpage by Friday before worship too.  To find us go to Facebook.com and if you 

don’t have an account, sign up for a free account. When we get on the main Facebook page you’ll 

see a small magnifying glass in the upper corner. Click there and type in Ogden Hillcrest UMC. 

You can go to our page and click that you like it. Now on Sunday when we go live, you can go to 

that page and find us. 

If you have been worshipping online, Pastor Joyce would love to hear some feedback from you. Is 

the service too long? Too short? Do you like the way we do music or should we change it up 

somehow? We know the technology needs to improve and that’s one of our goals. The other is to 

provide a meaningful worship experience for you. We are interested in your opinion. 

revjoyceallen@gmail.com 

 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY 

 

Please let our office know if you have any family members graduating this 

year. We will celebrate the graduates in worship on Sunday morning, June 

28 at our 10:45 service, whether it’s online or in person. We will alert 

everyone when the building reopens.  

 

 

CONFIRMATION 

AND KID’S CLUB 

 

 

Hang in there!  

We’ll meet in the fall! 
 

 

 



DRIVE THROUGH GRADUATION PARTY 

 

In the midst of this pandemic we had several people graduate from college and high school; we 

would like to celebrate them in a special way. Here’s what we can do for them: at 6pm on June 

28th we are hosting a drive through graduation party for them. We’ll space them ten feet or so from 

the edge of the parking lot apart and you can come in and drive by and greet them. You will enter 

on the St Francis side and follow directions from there. The church will be closed and you may 

not get out of your car. You can make a sign or throw a card out into the baskets we’ll provide. 

You can decorate your car or not. You can dress up or come as you are. Let’s make it fun and 

exciting. We don’t get out much these days and these young folks deserve the best that we can 

give them. Have some fun and come on out to give them a toot and a salute!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

 

You are doing a great job! Some churches are struggling to pay their bills right 

now. Members and friends of our church seem to understand that giving is a 

part of our relationship with God.  God has asked us to give regularly as a part 

of our life of faith.   

 

If you have pledged, please try to keep your pledge paid. If you are a regular giving, please keep 

on giving. If you can’t afford to give right now, God understands. If you don’t usually give, but 

can afford to right now, please think and pray about it. You can drop your envelope off at church, 

mail it in, or give online. 

 

This is an important season in the life of the church. We have people worshipping with us online 

whom we don’t know and others that we know and love but haven’t seen for years. God is blessing 

people through our ministry of congregational care. Relationships are blooming between folks 

over the phone. Our church has been recognized for an excellent system of caring for people who 

need things like distilled water or diabetic supplies. People have begun to see Ogden Hillcrest as 

a beacon of light in the Hillcrest community and beyond. We believe that God wants to keep on 

doing important ministry right now and that God can use any help you can offer.  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

June 7:  Matthew 28:16-20 and 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

June 14: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 and Romans 5:1-8 

June 21: Psalm 86:1-10 and Romans 6;1b-11 

June 28: Exodus 12: 1-20 

 

 

 

 

  Father’s Day 
 

On June 21st we will celebrate fathers. We like to include all of the men 

who are raising up or who have raised up children. In the church, we 

raise kids together, so if you’re not a dad, we still salute you. We don’t 

know yet, whether we’ll be back for in-person worship on June 21, but 

if not, we’ll worship on Facebook.  You can worship live at 10:45 but 

you can watch it any time. Hint to father’s who may want to golf, it’s ok 

to worship later too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE CHURCH MOUSE 

 

It’s still quiet here on Sunday. I miss you so much! On Sunday morning Cindy Feyler and her 

daughter Jess arrive and begin to prepare for the piano music. Dave Clark and Greg Milunich come 

in and make the internet happen. Maralena Dropp gets herself ready with the bulletin and the 

hymns she will lead and Pastor Joyce gets her bible and sermon and papers all organized. They are 

so busy and intent on their jobs that they don’t see me watching 

them.  When they’re ready they chatter back and forth for a few 

minutes and then peace settles in and it grows very still. Suddenly 

Greg counts down to one and Pastor Joyce begins to 

speak. I am just fascinated by the things you humans 

do and how you have figured out how to worship 

when you can’t be together. It’s all wonderful, but 

where is the food. They don’t bring snacks in and 

I’m still running over to the parsonage for bird seed 

and peanuts. We don’t think about how our presence 

in church affects everybody, even a mouse!                    This                        Not this! 

 

I am pleased to report no members or friends have been in the hospital 

these last couple of weeks. Keep praying! Pastor Joyce did two 

funerals, John Adam’s grandfather, also named John, and Dr. James 

Rinker, who had been affiliated with Ogden in the past.  There will 

be a service for Carol Harrison at some point.  I am glad to hear my 

friends have been healthy. Keep up the good work! 

 

I said it’s quiet on Sunday but it sure has been busy around 

here on weekdays. One day a whole bunch of trucks 

showed up and they tore up the whole parking lot. Then 

they took that away and put in dirt and stones, and finally 

new blacktop and yellow stripes. I assumed you knew that 

was going to happen but I was sure surprised when that 

noise started up. It looks gorgeous out there. I go out and 

take a look every now and then, just to admire it. 

 

I understand a virus of some sort 

is keeping people home right now. I understand that it’s best to stay 

apart for a time so that we will be healthy and alive to come back to 

church when it opens. I keep telling myself it is ok. It will be ok. God 

has always been in charge and God is still in control now. I also tell 

myself that I am ok. I am not alone in the church. People come and 

go next door. I can go outside for a walk. If I had a mouse cell phone 

I could call you and chat for a while. Instead, I’ll go visit the mouse 

at St. Francis church and we’ll eat our dinner together six feet apart. 

Keep safe and I’ll see you when you come back, but only if you look for me! 

 

Methodius Mouse 



Young Perspectives:  
 

Dear God, 

I saw the Grand Canyon this summer. Nice piece of work! 

Love, 

Kyle (age 9) 

 

At age 11, avid baker Michael Platt opened a pastry shop in Maryland to benefit homeless 

people; for desserts sold, he gives an equal number to shelter residents. 

 
A little boy in church for the first time watched as the ushers passed the offering plates. 
 
When they neared the pew where he sat, the youngster piped up so everyone could hear: “Don’t 
pay for me, Daddy. I’m under five.”  



        Coloring Page 


