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PASTOR’S PAGE 
 

“April showers bring May flowers”. We have heard that old gem, and we 

have seen years where that is demonstrated for us in a very real way.  We 

had a good rainy April, and some flowers already bloomed, and we know 

more are coming. I put pansies in pots out on the front steps of the parsonage 

already, and as I write this, the daffodils are almost ready to bloom. At the 

same time, I am thinking that this old adage may shed some light on current 

situations tat have little to do with petunias. 

Doesn’t it feel like we have lived through a year of showers, a year of trials 

and tribulations? Between Covid-19 and the political climate, it feels like we 

have been in a very dark time.  Christians understand that God has been with 

us all the way through, but even some of us feel very alone sometimes. Jesus 

knew something about flowers and agriculture. “I am the vine and you are 

the branches”, he said. If we are attached to him, then all of the rain and 

wind this world can throw at us will not break us. If we stay connected to 

God and the church, we will be strong enough to handle anything.  Anything.  

Our job is to stand firm in our faith and bloom so that God can use us. Watch 

the flowers this year, see which ones have a strong connection and make it 

through the storms. You can have that strong connection too. Pattern your 

life after Jesus, sharing love and mercy and grace wherever you can. If we 

let God use us, we will bloom just like a flower in May. 

Peace, 
Pastor Joyce 

 

SCRIPTURES AND SERMON TITLES FOR MAY 

 

2nd    1 John 4:7-21 & Acts 8:26-40     “What Would Keep Me?” 

9th     1 John 5:1-6 & John 15:9-17      “Living Love” 

16th   Acts 1:1-11 & Luke 24:44-53     “The Promise of Power” 

23rd   Romans 8:22-27 & Acts 2:1-21  “The Spirit Arrives” 

30th   Romans 8:12-17 & Isaiah 6:1-8   “Whom Shall I send” 



 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

 

Pastor Joyce anticipates starting our class up again on the first of 

June if all we are all vaccinated and ready to start! We will begin 

studying the book of Revelation and meeting in the sanctuary 

on Tuesdays at 11am.  

 

 

 

Come to the parsonage backyard for 

a new outdoor Bible study this 

spring. We will meet on 

Wednesdays at 6:30pm, starting on 

May 19. You will need a chair, a 

bible (we have plenty if you don’t) 

and if you want to bring your dinner 

or a snack, you are welcome to do 

that. We will start by reading the 

book of Lamentations. 
 
COMING BACK TO CHURCH 

 

Our church is open for in person worship and we will continue 

to offer online worship for special days and live at 10:45 on 

Sundays. As you are comfortable, you can come back to in 

person worship. There is no right or wrong time to come back. 

We continue all of the safety measures that New York State 

and our Annual Conference require. We clean between 

services. We require masks. We are not singing out loud yet. 

We are maintaining six feet distance between people at church. 

Nothing we do these days is one hundred percent safe, but we 

are doing all we can to keep one another safe at church. 

 

 

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

After consultation with the Upper New York (UNY) Committee on Sessions, Conference 

Leadership Team, Board of Ordained Ministry Executive Committee, and the Upper New York 

Board of Trustees, Resident Bishop, Mark J. Webb and the Upper New York Cabinet are 

announcing that the UNY 2021 Annual Conference (AC2021) session will be held remotely.  

The dates for this year’s Annual Conference will be June 17-19. Ogden Hillcrest UMC will be 

represented by Pastor Joyce and Bill Judd. 

 



 A TIME TO GIVE 

 

Praise God that we could pay all of our bills last 

year.  None of us have ever lived through a time 

like this, when we could not even have worship in 

person. Yet God and the people of this church 

have been very faithful to its ministries and we 

have made it through. We do have to realize that 

some of that our help came in the form of PPP 

Government help that Mark Stanley got for us, 

doing the vast amount of paperwork to get the 

money and then to ensure that we do not have to 

pay it back. We don’t. Thanks be to God! 

 

Now we are a four months into the new year and 

we are starting to fall behind financially. We do 

not qualify for government help this year since we 

got it last year. A quick look at finances tells us 

that many people are giving regularly, but there 

are a whole bunch of people who have not given. 

Now, that is a matter between you and God, but it 

is my job to remind you that giving to God is a 

function of our relationship to God. If we are 

working on growing our faith, we want to give to 

God through God’s church. If you are not 

attending in person right now, please don’t forget 

your gifts to God. You can send gifts in, drop 

them off at the office, or give through our web site 

online. In the midst of this pandemic and all the 

turmoil of life, please don’t forget God. 

 

 

MISSION NEWS 

 

Thank you for your generous donations of $760 to Church World Service for 

Blanket Sunday and to $187 to UMCOR for One Great Hour of Sharing. Your 

continued support of our church missions is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

This summer we will be collecting men's and women's 

toiletries, paper goods, and cleaning supplies for Catherine's 

Cupboard. This program is sponsored by St. Francis Church to 

help people in need throughout the Binghamton area. Items for 

this drive can be dropped off in the collection boxes inside the 

church or in the storage bin located by the outside stairs at the 

front of the church.  Collection for this drive will begin in May 

and conclude at the end of September. 

 



THE CHURCH MOUSE 

 

Did you see us on the WBNG news on Easter? We made the news at 6, 10 

and 11pm for our Drive-In Church service. It was an exciting day, with 

about forty cars in the parking lot, most with several 

people inside. You could hear the singing coming from 

inside the cars, Marie Crampton had decorated the back 

porch with a cross and flowers, and folks enjoyed a very 

nice service. I was there, right behind Pastor Joyce, 

singing just as loud as I could. I was also there for the 

Maundy Thursday service and heard our DS, the Rev. 

Nancy Adams preach on a very chilly night. Folks enjoyed 

communion in their warm cars that evening! And, there 

was plenty left over for you know who. 

Speaking of food, I heard you can bring your own dinner or snack with you to the outdoor bible 

study on the lawn, if you’d like. If you come, you are invited to throw a crumb or two around for 

me. I know there are bird feeders at the parsonage, and that some mice go for that sort of thing, 

but a church mouse knows about human food. Mmmmm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep praying for Jeanine Andrus, who is at home now. Pray for Dick 

McKane, who has had some heart problems, and remember Barb and 

Rick Haycook too. They both need some prayer. We are all praying for 

this “Herd Immunity” to arrive, when enough people are vaccinated to 

let us go back to whatever normal is. 

 

 

I heard the worship team say that they will keep having online worship 

along with the in person kind. We found out that a lot of our friends 

want to participate but can’t be here in at church. So, we will keep 

coming to you like at 10:45! In the meantime, you know where to find 

me. I live here so I am always somewhere on this big church property. 

 

Home to me and you! 

Methodius Mouse 

 



MAY CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

 

FRIDAY April 30 from 8-2pm and SATURDAY May 1 from 8-2pm. 

Household goods, toys, games, books, bikes, holiday decorations, much more!! 

We will have coffee, bottled water, chili and hot dogs to go. 

We are still accepting donations, call Judy at 768-7301  

or Donna (919) 279-3624 for help. 

We are having a bake sale- and are accepting donations--- pre-bagged or wrapped, please. 

 

May 3rd, PPR Meeting, 6:30 pm. Meet in the backyard of Parsonage. Rain? Ever Ready Room 

May 9th  

 

 

 

 

May 10th, Administrative Board Meeting 6:30 pm. Meet in the backyard of Parsonage.  Rain? 

Ever Ready Room 

May 16th, Ascension Sunday     

 

 

 

 

May 19th, Wednesday night May 19th, Bible Study begins, we’ll meet each Wednesday for several 

weeks.  Meet in the backyard of Parsonage.  Rain? Ever Ready Room 

 

May 23rd  Day of Pentecost 

 

May 30th, Trinity Sunday 

 

 

 

 

May 31st, Memorial Day 

 

 



 

 



April 30 & May 1, 2021 

8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Ogden-Hillcrest United Methodist Church 

1061 Chenango Street - Binghamton 

 

Household goods, toys, games, books, bikes, holiday 

decorations, sports equipment and more! 

Coffee, water, chili and hotdogs to go! 

Bake Sale! 

Face Masks are Required.  

Is it enough to think today 

Of all our brave, then put away 

The thought until a year has sped? 

Is this full honor for our dead? 

 

Is it enough to sing a song 

And deck a grave; and all year long 

Forget the brave who died that we 

Might keep our great land proud and free? 

 

Full service needs a greater toll, 

That we who live give heart and soul 

To keep the land they died to save, 

And be ourselves, in turn, the brave! 

 

—Annette Wynne 


