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PASTOR’S PAGE 

 

“How long will it last, Lord? Will you hide yourself forever? How long will your wrath burn like 

fire? Remember how short my life is! Have you created humans for no good reason? 

 Psalm 89:46-47 

There are a lot of people who feel like the writer of this psalm right now. How 

long will it last? I wish I knew. What I do know is that this virus is not sent by God 

to punish us. I know that it might feel that way but that’s not the way God works. 

Instead, God is weeping along with those who mourn and offering comfort to those 

who are afraid and alone. God wants us to be in community with one another. God 

desires us to be happy and healthy and able to love our neighbor from less than six 

feet away. However, God has given us the ability to use technology to be 

together in new and different ways. I hope you have visited or will visit 

our website at ogdenhillcrestumc.org, you’ll find bulletins, Beacons, 

church information and a collection plate, if you would like to give online. 

 

When will we be able to have worship and dinner group and Kid’s club and Bible Study? The 

answer has to be, we don’t know yet. In the meantime we will meet for worship on Facebook on 

Sundays at 10:45am. When we need to meet for some decision we will let you know. If we can 

open for anything before the next Beacon comes out, we will let you know. When we can return 

to church we will celebrate Easter again on that first Sunday. Please make sure our office has 

your email address or is advised that you don’t have email. Then we can let you know as soon 

as we can open again. 

There are all kinds of ideas of how we can meet in our parking lot or drive by and wave, but our 

Bishop has asked us to simply not try to get together right now. Jesus told us to 

love our neighbors, and unfortunately, the best way we can do that right now is 

from afar. So, call one another, text one another, send a card or letter, keep in touch 

and love one another. Remember that we will be together again, and that it will be 

joy-filled day when we can. Remember that God is still in control 

and right by your side, and that God has promised to never leave 

you alone. 

Call, email, or text, or Facebook message if you need some help.  

“I love you and miss seeing you.”  

                   Peace, 
Pastor Joyce 

 

Contact Us: ogdenadmin@ogdenhillcrestumc.org  (607) 723-2637 
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WORSHIP NEWS 

We are worshipping online! And, we are getting better with practice. 

Soon, you won’t need a bulletin because the information with be on the 

screen in front of you. You’ll be able to find the bulletin on our webpage 

by Friday before worship too.  To find us go to Facebook.com and if 

you don’t have an account, sign up for a free account. When we get on 

the main Facebook page you’ll see a small magnifying glass in the 

upper corner. Click there and type in Ogden Hillcrest UMC. You can 

go to our page and click that you like it. Now on Sunday when we go 

live, you can go to that page and find us. 

If you have been worshipping online, Pastor Joyce would love to hear some feedback from you. Is 

the service too long? Too short? Do you like the way we do music or should we change it up 

somehow? We know the technology needs to improve and that’s one of our goals. The other is to 

provide a meaningful worship experience for you. We are interested in your opinion. 

revjoyceallen@gmail.com. 

 

General Conference, a meeting of UM’s from around the world, has been postponed until 2021. 

Annual Conference in Syracuse has been postponed until October 3. 

PASTOR’S VACATION 

Currently on hold! There’s nowhere to go and too many people in need! 

 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

Remember that when you give, you give to the church of Jesus Christ for God’s use. Yes, we pay 

the heat and light bill too, but giving is really a function of our relationship with God. God has 

asked us to give regularly as a part of our life of faith.   

If you have pledged, please try to keep your pledge paid. If you are a regular giver, please keep on 

giving. If you can’t afford to give right now, God understands. If you don’t usually give, but can 

afford to right now, please think and pray about it. You can drop your envelope off at church, mail 

it in, or give online. 

 

 

This is an important season in the life of the church. We have people worshipping 

with us online whom we don’t know and others that we know and love but haven’t 

seen for years. God is blessing people through our ministry of congregational care. 

Relationships are blooming between folks over the phone. Our church has been 

recognized for an excellent system of caring for people who need things like distilled 

water or diabetic supplies. People have begun to see Ogden Hillcrest as a beacon of 

light in the Hillcrest community and beyond. We believe that God wants to keep on 

doing important ministry right now and that God can use any help you can offer.  



THE CHURCH MOUSE       more than 6’ apart 

Where did everyone go? Where is all the food? What is going on? The 

week before St Patrick’s Day there were lots of people at church, but since 

then it’s just the Pastor and Cindy, who brings Jess with her, and Maralena 

up front but six feet apart and then Greg Milunich and Dave Clark 

working on computer stuff in the back. I don’t get it. Somebody 

mentioned some kind of a virus and I want you all to know that it did not 

come from me. Mice cannot even give you rabies. Don’t worry about that. 

Don’t worry about me either. I heard them say you will all come back to church 

someday soon. And it will be Easter all over again. A year with two Easters can’t 

be all bad. There are nice people around like Jessica Feyler, who was worried I 

wouldn’t get enough to eat while you are gone. I’ll tell you a little secret: the pastor 

has a small garbage can full of bird food and peanuts on her back porch. When she 

puts some out for the birds, she drops some on the porch. At night I run over and 

grab all I can find. One night she saw me and she held up a grey bobtailed cat to 

watch me through the window. I saw his eyes light up, his interest intensify and his 

posture change so I ran, ran, ran all the way home to our church. I’ll be there waiting 

for you. I miss you. 

 

Methodius Mouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3: John 10:1-10 and Psalm 23 

 

10: Psalm 31:1-5 and 1 Peter 2:2-10 

 

17: Psalm 66:8-20 and John 14:15-21 

 

24: Acts 1:1-11 and Luke 24:44-53 

 

31: John 7:37-39 and Acts 2:1-21 
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