
PASTOR’S PAGE 

 

“But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 

was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.  Come, see the place where he 

lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 

going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.”  So they left 

the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples”.  Matthew 28:5-8 

 

Jesus rose from the dead to new life. One after another, his friends saw him 

and knew that he was back. It was almost too much for them to comprehend 

and yet, here he was again. Jesus’ promise of new life was made real for him 

and the disciples witnessed it. Then they began to understand that in some 

form, in some way, they were going to live through death. 

 

We know it’s the power of the Holy Spirit that guides us through our lives and 

on into heaven one day. However, sometimes we forget that we have some work 

to do here before we go anywhere. Go quickly and tell His disciples, the angel 

said. And modern day folks are asked to do the same thing. We are supposed to 

find folks that want to hear Jesus’s story and begin a relationship with him. We 

are supposed to tell what we know. If those women went home and said nothing, 

there may be no church on earth today. You and I have the same responsibility 

today. Go and tell people about Jesus.  

 

This month our church will be offering all kind of opportunities to meet Jesus or to get to know 

him better. We will walk with him through Holy Week and on into His resurrection. Please read 

through the Beacon to see all the events we’ll be hosting this month, and if you are a member, 

please come and help welcome others. 

Have a blessed holy Week and Easter! 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Joyce 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR’S VACATION 

 

Pastor Joyce needs a little R&R after Lent and holy week and Easter. She’ll be on vacation from 

Monday April 27 through Friday May 8. Pastor Jenni Piatt from Nimmonsburg UMC is covering 

for Pastor while she’s off. You can reach Pastor Jenni at ********* 

 



PENDING – CDC GUIDELINES  

Holy Week Services 
 

Palm Sunday is April 5. Both services will feature several readers to 

tell the Palm Sunday and Holy Week stories. If you are interested in 

reading please speak to Pastor Joyce. 

 

 

 

On April 9th we will have a Covered Dish Dinner at 5:30pm in the Pine 

Room. Please bring a dish to pass and your plate and silverware.  At 7pm 

we will have a Maundy Thursday Service featuring time in the Upper 

Room and in the Garden. This is definitely a family friendly service! 

Bring everyone you can! 

 

Good Friday is April 10. You will find the sanctuary open for private 

worship from noon until 3pm. At 7pm we will have a Service of Stations 

of the Cross. As we worship we will walk with Jesus on the road to the 

cross.  Pastor Joyce is also looking for readers for this service so speak 

to her f you are interested. This service is also family friendly! Invite 

folks. We are one of the only local churches that hosts both a Thursday 

and Friday service. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday April 12 is Easter. We offer three worship 

services. We will meet at CV cemetery at 7am for a 

Sunrise service. We will have two special Easter 

services at church at 8:30 and at 10:45am.  Please 

invite friends, family, and neighbors! 

 

 



DINNER GROUP  PENDING – CDC GUIDELINES 

 

Come on out for dinner at one of our favorite’s. We are going back 

to The Red Oak this month on April 17th at 6pm. This group is for 

anyone who enjoys going out to eat and some good Christian 

fellowship. Come on out and meet folks from church at the Red Oak. 

 

KID’S CLUB            PENDING – CDC GUIDELINES 

 

We’ll be sharing Easter joy this month on April 19th from 4 until 

5:30 at Kid’s club. We have a snack, craft, game and lesson each 

month when we gather. Our kids learned so much about God the 

last couple of months, that they told their friends and now their 

friend’s churches are starting to ask how to start a Kid’s Club. We 

said we will help other churches, but if you know anyone in grades 

one through six, bring them to join the original Kid’s Club at Ogden Hillcrest.  

 

MISSION NEWS 

Thank you for your generous support of our Blanket Mission through Church World 

Service. We collected $883. CWS provides warm blankets and emergency supplies 

to disaster victims throughout the United States and the world. 

In lieu of a Spring Mission, our committee has decided to support our Church 

Rummage Sale on May 1st and 2nd. You will have the opportunity to donate food, 

baked goods, money, and most importantly, your time and help. Money raised at 

the rummage sale will go to support our church. 

 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED       CANCELLED  

 

The Spring Fling (annual meeting) will be held on April 1, 10-12, at 

First Congregational Church, 30 Main St.  We will be receiving your 

donations for our Rwanda Mission project.  

May Friendship Day is on Saturday, May 2, 11-1, at Choconut UMC, 

Lewis & Airport Rd. The theme will be “Agree to Differ”.  

We no longer ask for dues, but we do appreciate donations from units 

and individuals. This helps cover our expenses. Checks should be made 

out to “Church Women United” with “Donation” written on the memo 

line. Send to Linda Breffle, 104 Bigelow St., Binghamton NY 13904, 

or bring to a celebration. 



 

 

PENDING – CDC GUIDELINES 

 

RUMMAGE SALE Q&A 

(BAKE SALE TOO!) 

 

 

When is the sale?  The Rummage sale is May 1st and 2st from 8am until 2pm in the Pine Room. 

 

Who is in charge? Who do I ask when I have a question?  Judy Clark and Donna Church 

 

How can I help? Donate stuff you don’t want any more. Sign up to set up, to work the sale or to 

help in the kitchen, the cash register, or the Bake Sale. Bake for the Bake Sale. Come and shop. 

Come to eat your lunch. Come to shop at the Bake Sale.  

 

When can I bring my stuff to the church? Any Monday through Thursday from 9am until 

1:45pm. Any Sunday when the church is open. Saturday April 11 and 18 the church will be open 

from 9am until 2pm. Thursday evenings from 6-8pm.  

 

What can I donate? Any good clean items that are NOT clothes or old TV’s or computers. We 

will take books and records and anything else. 

 

What if I can’t carry the items I want to donate? Call Judy Clark to arrange help. 

 

When will we set up? There will be times for set up the week before. Please sign up to help then 

and on the day of the sale. 

 

How do things get priced? Please price your items if you are able, but don’t let that be a factor in 

donating. We will put prices on the items you don’t. 

 

Can I bake? Yes please! There will be a bake sale both days, Friday, May 1st 

and Saturday May 2nd.  You can bring baked goods in Thursday evening or any 

time after 8am on Friday and Saturday. Jodie Manning is our Bake Sale Leader. 

 

Can we have lunch at the sale? Yes you can! Norma Manning will be making 

her famous Chili and you can have it on its own or on a Chili dog. You can have 

a hot dog, chips, coffee, and water. And you can get dessert from the bake sale!  

Joan Wilbur is our Kitchen Leader 

 

 

There will be a meeting of the Rummage Sale committee. Original date has been 

cancelled, there will be an announcement for the new date. 



THE CHURCH MOUSE 

 

 

Have you come to church to see the Lenten tree? The children hang some symbol 

of Lent on the tree each week and somehow the rest of us end up giggling.  We 

had a great time with that talking snake, both in church and at coffee hour later. 

Thanks to Lynne Masland for making all the wonderful symbols for us. Those 

symbols come together in real life on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and 

then, Easter. As a Christian, I look forward to those means of growing closer to 

God, As a mouse, it’s the Thursday evening covered dish dinner that I am looking 

forward to. I live in a church that has some pretty great cooks as members and 

friends! Yum. 

 

Baby Georgiana Albino was born to Melissa Harrison Albino and her 

husband, Kevin Albino down in Nashville. She’ll be coming home in June to 

see her family, be baptized, and perhaps meet her newest cousin, depending 

on when Julie and Robert Shepard’s second baby decides to make his or her 

appearance. Heather Judd Knebl and her husband Doug are expecting baby 

number three in July, They will be happy with any baby who comes along, 

but having twin girls, there is more than a little hope for a boy this time.  

 

You probably heard that our friend Diane Weber has gone 

home to heaven. Diane was a great example of someone who 

loved God and God’s people and who took care to make sure 

they knew it. One of the things Diane worried about at the end 

of her life, was that all of you might not know how much she 

loved you. I think you knew, but if not I am telling you for her. 

 

Don’t forget that God loves you too. That’s what Easter is all about, that God loves us enough to 

give us Holy Spirit power, power over sin and death.  It’s really hard to understand all of that, but 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday help us understand a little more. Think about coming out to 

one of those services and let God show you more about how very loved you are. 

 

Methodius Mouse 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Diane, 

“Goodbyes are not forever, are not the end; it simply means we’ll miss you until we meet again.”  

- Unknown 



NOW WHAT??? 

 

After this newsletter went to print the world changed and suddenly we cannot have some of 

the events we are planning to hold. Don’t worry. Everything that needs to happen will 

happen. Perhaps it is time for us to depend on God’s timing rather than our own. If we can’t 

have church on Easter we will celebrate Easter the day we come back. We’ll push back the 

Rummage sale until May but we really don’t know if it can be held then. There is so much 

that we don’t know right now. So let’s focus on what we do know. 

No virus can destroy God or God’s church. No virus can keep us from celebrating the fact 

that God gave us Jesus and Jesus offers us abundant life now and eternal life in heaven. You 

and I will never cease to be the church, the Body of Christ. There are ways we can be the 

church, and we have begun calling shut- ins and older folks who live alone. I hate to say older 

but I qualify myself.  We have people who will run and pick up any items those folks may 

need. We have take-home worship sheets that you can receive by emailing Pastor Joyce. We 

have a Facebook page where we are posting devotions and music. Sky Lake is posting 

campfire sing-alongs. We have a lot of other ideas that we are working on. If you want to get 

involved in some way please speak to Pastor Joyce. 

We all need to help by staying home as much as possible, and all the time if we have a 

compromised immune system. We need to help by continuing to give to our church to keep 

it going.  We are working on online giving but for now, we need you to give the old fashioned 

way. Perhaps you have pledged, keep sending that in. Perhaps you don’t give regularly.  

Please think about sending a gift now. We also need to hold one another up in prayer and 

pray for our world and our nation. Pray for solutions to the problems we are facing.  

Remember to stay in touch with one another. Have a calling or card writing time each day. 

Take time to read scripture and ponder the meaning of life. 

Back at church, your staff is busy working, and we want you to know the whole church is 

being disinfected. Just as soon as we are able, we will be back to worship together in a clean 

church. We must remember that the church began with the disciples hiding in an Upper 

Room, afraid to go outside. From that city, the gospel of Jesus Christ spread around the 

world. Every Sunday is a little Easter. Every week we celebrate resurrection. What a joyful 

day it will be when we can celebrate together again. Until then, keep the faith!   

 

Peace, 
Pastor Joyce 

 

 



 

 


