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Joyce K. Allen, Pastor 

PAYING IT BACK — AND FORWARD 

During the pandemic, acts of kindness seemed especially meaningful. Last 

spring, as Covid-19 hit Native American communities particularly hard, an 

interesting transatlantic outreach occurred. Donations from Ireland began 

appearing in a relief fund for Navajo and Hopi families, leading 

administrators to suspect the account had been hacked. Then they realized a 

cross-generational payback was underway. 

In 1847, Choctaw Tribe members sent $170 overseas to Ireland to help with 

Potato Famine relief. That generosity was never forgotten, and by May 2020, 

people in Ireland had contributed more than $4 million toward pandemic 

assistance for relatives of people who’d helped their ancestors. Many donors 

included an Irish proverb meaning “In each other’s shadows the people live.” 

The concept of paying it forward dates back to a 1784 letter by Benjamin 

Franklin. It also echoes Jesus’ Golden Rule: “Do to others as you would have 

them do to you” (Luke 6:31). How might you live out this practice today? 
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PASTOR’S PAGE 

 

“Let’s hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, because the one who made the 

promises is reliable. And let us consider each other carefully for the purpose of sparking love and 

good deeds. Don’t stop meeting together with other believers, which some people have gotten into 

the habit of doing. Instead, encourage each other, especially as you see the day drawing near”. 

Hebrews 10:23-25 

 

Have you sparked any love and good deeds lately? Have you been to church, 

either in person or on-line? How about encouraging folks, have you done that 

lately?  If you or I have fallen short on some of these lately, maybe it’s a good 

thing for us to have this scriptural reminder. These are the kinds of activities 

that bring joy not only to God’s heart but to ours as well. These are the kinds 

of things that help us to grow into being the kind of people who give 

encouragement to those who are also trying to follow Jesus. 

If we thought about it, each of us could think of someone who has been there 

for us, who has done the kinds of things the Bible is talking about here. That 

woman who always had a lifesaver in her purse for you at church. The Sunday 

school teacher who showed her love to all the kids. That neighbor who always 

seems to know when you’re having a bad day and seems to have some little gift 

for you just when you needed to know you weren’t alone. Every one of us has 

some memories of a person who gave us encouragement and helped us take 

another step in faith. 

When we have a new member class we ask folks why they have decided to join 

this particular church. Did you know that the answer is never, because the pastor 

invited us? Almost always folks came here because someone from church 

invited them. They point out that person and the new friends they have made 

who really feel like family. They point out the warm friendly atmosphere at 

Ogden and how they have been invited and encouraged. That’s really all it takes. 

In this season of Lent, let’s live into these words from Hebrews and let’s give 

up using our words to tear things and people down. Let’s spend some time 

with God, at worship or study, and let’s try to grow our own faith to the point 

where we naturally help others with theirs. Let’s get out there and spark some 

love and good deeds. It only takes a spark to get a fire going… 

 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Joyce 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

of MARCH 

March 7: John 2: 13-22 and Exodus 20:1-17      “Making God Mad” 

March 14: Ephesians 2:1-10 and John 3:14-21   “Saved by Grace” 

March 21: Jere.31:31-34 and John 12:20-33 “Glorified” 

March 28: Philippians 2:5-11 and Mark 1:1-11   “Hosanna” 

 

Studies 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

Pastor Joyce anticipates starting our class up again on the first of June 

if all we are all vaccinated and ready to start! 

 

LENTEN STUDY 

We have a online study that began at the end of February but it’s 

not too late to join in. Our book is, “Fear of the Other” by Bishop 

Will Willimon.  We will meet via zoom. That means Pastor needs 

to send an email invitation and you need to get your book from 

the church office or buy it yourself. This class ask for a 10 dollar 

donation if we buy your book for you. Please email now if you 

want to take this class. 

The Cokesbury Bookstore says “There is a distinctively Christian way to engage the so-called 

“outsider” and “stranger.” Tolerate one another. Wait. Isn’t that supposed to be love one another? 

It’s one thing to genuinely love people who are more or less the same as we are, but what about 

those who are not only strangers, but people who live completely different lives? Reliable spiritual 

guide Will Willimon invites you to look more closely at the Gospel’s command to love—because 

to genuinely love those considered to be “Other” may be the hardest thing for people of faith to 

do. 

PRAYER MINISTRY 

Most churches have a ministry called “prayer chain.” A prayer chain is made up of a group of 

parishioners who want to pray for others.  A prayer chain petitions God; we ask with all our heart 

for help and pray God’s will be done. 

We are looking for new folks to join our chain. We have lost members of our chain in recent 

months and years. Will you help us pray for those members of our church family who are in need 

of God’s help and support? Call Joan Wilbur, 724-8236 or Jim at the office 723-2637. 



Holy Week Schedule 
 

March 28: Palm Sunday – in person and online worship at 10:45 

 

 

 

 

April 1: Maundy Thursday – Drive-In Worship at 7pm in our parking 

lot. Featuring our District Superintendent, The Rev. Nancy Adams, 

preaching.  

 

 

 

April 2: Good Friday – Worship video with great music will be 

available on our Facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday – Drive-In Worship at 10:45 and Worship 

Video of Easter Lessons and Carols will be available all day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BINGHAMTON DISTRICT OFFICE MOVING 

Please note that the Binghamton District office is moving from Endicott to 2010 E. Main Street, 

Endwell, NY 13760, effective Feb. 9. Their phone number, (607) 748-0662, will remain the same. 

Our District Superintendent. Rev. Nancy Adams, and her Administrative Assistant, Rosemary 

DiIorio, are looking forward to an easily accessible office. 

 

 

 

 



THE CHURCH MOUSE 

I heard that Melanie St. John had baked some goodies for some of the people that Pastor Joyce and 

Brenda Rhodes go visit (socially distant of course), and that they were going to meet at the church 

and go to folks on this side of the river.  Well, that was my cue to get out of this church and go for 

a ride! What a fun time I had riding along in Pastor Joyce’s car, where Melanie had put some of 

the baked goods for those ladies. Those two up front were so busy talking that they never heard all 

the nibbling going on in the back, and they never noticed how much I had polished off.  There was 

apple cake, banana bread and brownies. Now don’t worry if you live on the other side of the river, 

they will be making a trip to you one day soon. What I enjoyed most was seeing where people live 

and seeing their faces after a whole year. I leaned pretty quickly that although Norma Manning 

lives in a beautiful spot on the top of the hill, a mouse would have to watch every minute or get 

carried off by a hawk. I learned that Sandy has a C-A-T at her house! Jane Jones is a little lady but 

her great big dog is named Tank. He is a sweetie and Jane loves me, so I was happy to see both of 

them for a minute. By the time I got back to church I was ready for a long winter nap. 

   

 

It was a cold night when you humans gathered for a Drive-In Ash 

Wed service. I was happy to stay inside, but tune in my little mouse 

radio to hear the service where I could be warm. There are more for 

those services coming. So far Pastor Joyce has led worship twice in 

the pouring rain and once in the freezing cold. I can’t wait to see 

what will happen next. Maybe she’ll be out there in a hurricane while 

people are in their nice warm cars! I’d drive in just to see that. 

 

Have a holy lent and find a little extra time for God. It’s amazing how that 

time can help us through these tough times and build up our faith. And, don’t 

forget that St. Patrick’s Day is really a day to honor a saint of yours, who taught 

a lot of people about you, and who changed the course of history by bringing 

the gospel of Jesus Christ to Ireland. Maybe you can ponder the folks that you 

want to share the gospel with as you are drinking your green beer! Slainte` 

Methodius Mouse 
 

 

 

SHAMROCK 

St. Patrick used the shamrock to teach people about the Godhead. Holding up a 

shamrock, he challenged them, “Is this one leaf, or three?” Inevitably, people replied 

that it was both, prompting St. Patrick to draw the analogy that so, too, is God: one 

God in three Persons — the Holy Trinity. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 World Day of Prayer, March 5, 2021 

 Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 14, 2021 

 St. Patrick’s Day 

 First day of spring, March 20, 2021 

 Holy Week, March 28 – April 4, 2021 

 Palm/Passion Sunday, March 28, 2021 

The Lorica of St. Patrick 

Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was a unique servant of God who led thousands into 

Christianity. He was born in 387 and died in 493. Here is a small portion of St. Patrick’s 

statement of devotion to God: 

I bind to myself today 

God’s Power to guide me, 

God’s Might to uphold me, 

God’s Wisdom to teach me, 

God’s Eye to watch over me, 

God’s Ear to hear me, 

God’s Word to give me speech, 

God’s Hand to guide me, 

God’s Way to lie before me, 

God’s Shield to shelter me, 

God’s Host to secure me, 

Against the snares of demons, 

Against the seductions of vices, 

Against the lusts of nature, 

Against everyone who meditates injury to me, 

Whether far or near, 

Whether few or with many. 

 

2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE, REMOTELY 

 After consultation with the Upper New York (UNY) Committee on Sessions, Conference 

Leadership Team, Board of Ordained Ministry Executive Committee, and the Upper New York 

Board of Trustees, Resident Bishop, Mark J. Webb and the Upper New York Cabinet are 

announcing that the UNY 2021 Annual Conference (AC2021) session will be held remotely.  

The dates for this year’s Annual Conference will be June 17-19. Ogden Hillcrest UMC will be 

represented by Pastor Joyce and Bill Judd. 



 


