
PASTOR’S PAGE  

 

So, brothers and sisters, because of God’s mercies, I encourage you to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice that is holy and pleasing to God. This is your appropriate priestly service. Don’t 

be conformed to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so 

that you can figure out what God’s will is—what is good and pleasing and mature.  

Romans 12: 1-2 

 

This season of Lent promises to be a wonderful opportunity for us. With 

extra services on Wednesday evenings and special services during Holy 

Week, each of us has the chance to worship in a different way. If we allow 

the Holy Spirit to move in and through us, we will find ourselves feeling a 

lot happier, and we will feel more fulfilled and grow closer to God’s people 

in our own church family, thus having more close friends. Isn’t that what 

most of us want? 

 

Some of us are already doing too much. The season of Lent invites you to 

slow down a little bit and enjoy the journey a little more. Take some time 

to grow your relationship with God. Some of us are tired and we don’t get 

out much. It’s a chore to get out and about. Why not let someone from 

church pick you up and bring you to Wednesday worship? Even though you have time alone with 

God at home, you also need some time with God in worship with others. You can let me know if 

you need a ride. There are people willing to come and help you into their car. 

 

This season is a gift from God. It’s our choice whether to open 

the gift and use it or to leave it in the box. Give yourself the 

blessings of love and friends and church this year. Come and 

worship God together! 

 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Joyce 

 

 

 

 

This month our class meets next on March 1st at 9:30am. This time 

we will meet in the Pine Room downstairs and we will have 

breakfast together while we study the creeds. Remember to ask your 

family about their religious background so you can continue to work 

on your family tree. 

 



LENTEN SERVICES 

Come to worship and prepare yourself for the season of lent. Lent is a special 

season where we try to grow in our understanding of who Jesus is and what he has 

done for us. It is a season to set aside some time for building the relationship we 

have with God, or beginning a relationship if we haven’t started yet. Last year we 

had a wonderful season of special worship services on Wednesday evenings. We 

had guests lead us in different kinds of worship. Our joke was that we would give 

our full attention but that we expected to be home for 8pm tv shows. It was so good 

that we are anxious to do it again. Our special service schedule is: 

 

OGDEN-HILLCREST UMC 

1061 Chenango Street, Binghamton, NY 13901 

Office:  723-2637 

 

LENTEN SERVICES 2020 

 February 26 - Ash Wednesday: Services at noon and 7pm. 

A short service with ashes at noon and a full service with St Francis RC Church at Ogden at 7pm 

Other Lenten Wednesday we have friends and guests leading us in different type of worship. We 

begin at 7pm and promise to finish before 8pm. 

 March 4        Rev. Joyce Allen, Ogden Hillcrest UMC 

 March 11      Rev. Bob Clark, Chenango Bridge UMC 

 March 18   Rev. Timothy Taugher, St Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Church 

 March 25       Rev. Steve Chastain, Port Dickinson Baptist Church 

 April 1           Diane Kofahl, Minister of Music 

 April 9, is Maundy Thursday, a communion service at 7pm. The  

 April 10, is Good Friday and our church will be open for personal meditation from noon 

until 3pm. Our worship service will be at 7pm. 

 

 

Our first Mission Committee meeting for the year is on March 10 at 4pm 

in the Parish House. This is our planning session for 2020. We could use a 

few new members so if you are interested in joining our group, please come 

to the meeting. 

We are currently collecting donations for Blanket Sunday and we will 

report our totals in the next newsletter. UMCOR Sunday is on March 

22,2020. Look for information in your church bulletin in March. 

 

 



DINNER GROUP  

Have you tried to get into Mooney’s restaurant and the 

lines were too long? Well, we have a reservation at the 

hottest new Irish restaurant on the weekend before St. 

Patrick’s Day. We’ve been there before when it was 

The Ground Round, so you may remember that it is 

up behind Friendly’s and across from the mall. We’ll 

be meeting there at 6pm on Friday, March 13th  

Pastor Joyce thinks you’ll like Mooney’s. Some people say that their Mac and Cheese is the best 

but Pastor Joyce says their roast beef and pulled pork are made right there daily and that just may 

be the way to go. No, she does not have any stake in the restaurant or the meat industry. Come and 

join our dinner group as we feast together. The food is always great but it’s the laughter we share 

that sends us home full. Everybody is welcome! 

      KID”S CLUB 

Are you ready for some St. Patrick’s Day fun? We’ll be 

learning about the Shamrock as a symbol of the Trinity and 

we’ll work on some shamrock related projects. We’ll meet in 

the Pine Room on March 15th from 4pm to 5:30pm. As always, 

we will have a game, snack, lesson and a craft. First through 

Sixth graders, this is the group for you! 

 

 

 

Coming April 25 (and maybe the 24th too, if the committee decides on it), 

is our Rummage Sale. We want your stuff. No clothes right now, until we 

decide whether or not to take those. As you spring clean or take the Lenten 

Challenge of getting rid of one thing each day for forty days, save your 

junk for us. We will let you know when to bring it down to the Pine Room. 

It can come right down the elevator! If you have some stickers, you can 

price your own items too, and help the church a bit more. Watch the 

bulletin for information on team meetings! This could be a major 

fundraiser for our church and we are going to need a lot of help to make 

this work.  

 

March 8 
 

 



SAVE A LIFE 

A 3-hour training class for use of AED  in March 

Ogden Hillcrest has become the recipient of an Automated External 

Defibullator  (AED).    AEDs have proven to be lifesaving devices, 

keeping folks alive while waiting for an EMT to arrive. Miranda Rogers, 

a CV student in Lynn Potenziano's Girl Scout Troop 30966 , approached us over a year ago with 

an idea to collect bottles and cans to purchase an AED for Ogden and then provide training on the 

use of the AED.  It is her Gold Award project, an equivalent of the Eagle Scout Award.     A big 

Thank You goes out to Ogden members and friends for filling the can and bottle barrels at 

our back door. 

Training will provided by an instructor from  ASHI ( American Health and Safety Institute)  

Free for Church family and friends. 

Only one 3- hour training class is needed.  Choose which class will fit your needs. 

One is at 12:30-3:30pm on Sunday, March 29.    A simple lunch will be provided at noon. 

Or:  The other is on Tuesday , March 31 from 6:00-9:00 pm 

Please let thechurch office know if you plan to attend. 

TRAINING ALSO AVAILABLE AT:  

Nimmonsburg United Methodist Church will be offering a AED/CPR Training Session here on 

March 14th, 2020 from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.             This is an important 

training where you will learn how to save a life, or refresh your previous AED/CPR training.           If 

you would like to attend, please sign up on the sheet in the Church Narthex.  The cost is $25.00, 

but free for all church members.  Please see Nancy Oakley or Pastor Jenni if you have any 

questions. 

A LENTEN HISTORY LESSON 

Though the date of Easter varies, the majority of the Lenten season occurs 

during March. In fact, the word Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon words 

lenctentid (meaning “March”) and lencten (meaning “spring”).  

The first reference to Lent dates back to 325 AD, in one of the 20 canons 

decreed at the council of Nicaea. By the eighth century, Christians started 

observing Lent, and a 10th-century monk named Aelfric connected the use 

of ashes and “the Lenten fast” to the pre-Easter period. 

Lent lasts 40 days to represent Jesus’ time in the wilderness, when he was tempted by the devil. 

The six Sundays that occur between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday aren’t counted as part of 

Lent; instead, as the traditional day of worship, they’re considered “mini-Easters.”  



THE CHURCH MOUSE 

I am hoping that March comes in like a lion. Bring it on, I say. Of course I 

live in the nice warm church. I am thinking though, that if March give us it’s 

all right in the beginning, that maybe we’ll see some nice spring weather soon 

after. Punxatawny Phil predicted an early spring this year and I am hoping 

and praying he got it right. At the same time, I hope you do know he is a 

relative of mine, just another rodent without any weather prediction skills.  

It’s been busy here with extra services and guests from several other churches lined 

up to join us for Wednesday night worship. We had Father Tim and his church 

family join ours on Ash Wednesday for worship and we are expecting him back 

this month. My only complaint about those services is that there isn’t a coffee hour 

after. I understand folks want to get home right after for their shows at 8, but I have 

no television here and a few cookies never hurt a mouse. 

Some of my friends have been in and out of the hospital. Dick McKane is still 

recuperating from pneumonia. Diane Weber is home after another 

hospitalization, and I hope she gets to stay at home. We’re all more comfortable 

in our own homes. Rick Hatch was in also, and Penny Taylor too, and they are 

home. Norma Jean Throup had some surgery to fuse her back again. I don’t know 

how she does al she does. She smiles at us through the pain and rarely misses 

church or Bible study.  

I get a sore foot and I am in the mouse house for two days sniffling over it. I vow to be more like 

Norma Jean. 

Most of the time I feel very loved and welcomed here at Ogden, but recently I 

was appalled at a sermon I heard. Pastor Joyce talked about mice that ate her 

candy bars in another parsonage and that she bought traps to kill them. Well, that 

really hurts. Doesn’t she remember the commandment, Thou Shall Not Kill? I 

thought she was an animal lover. I guess this Lenten Season gives us all a chance 

to repent of our sin and turn around. I would love to see a world without mouse 

traps. Wouldn’t you?  

Methodius Mouse 

 

The World Day of Prayer service will be March, 6, 10-12, at Trinity AME Church, 203 Oak St. 

The theme is “Rise, Take Your Mat and Walk”. 

The “Status of Women” luncheon is on March 28, 2020. We will be honoring Nancy Hirst. 



DONATIONS FOR EASTER FLOWERS 

It’s that time of year to think about gracing our altar area with beautiful 

spring flowers to celebrate Easter Sunday and our Risen Lord.  We are 

asking for donations of $10 in memory or in honor of loved ones. 

Please understand this donation does not purchase your plant, but is a 

contribution to our fund from which we purchase flowers for the 

altar.  Volunteers will be needed to deliver the plants to our shut-ins on 

Easter or the day after.  

If you have any questions, contact Marie Crampton (724-0750) or call 

the church office (723-2637). 

Make checks payable: Ogden Hillcrest Altar Guild 

 
EASTER FLOWERS FOR SHUT INS 

Donation: $10.00   
 
Presented by: 

 
In loving memory: 

 
In honor of: 

 
For additional donation: 

 

Presented by: 

 
 

In loving memory of: 

 
In honor of 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING FLOWERS – SUNDAY, MARCH 29th 
Late donations may not be listed in Bulletins or the Beacon 

 

THANK YOU FROM THE THRIFT SHOP 

I would like to thank everyone who volunteered to work, help set up the holiday sales and June 
Fest, donated items or helped in anyway with the Thrift Shop over the years. The Shop was able 
to provide many things throughout the years including turkey vouchers at Thanksgiving, Blankets 
for Blanket Sunday, we sent several kids to camp at Sky Lake, supplied the desserts for the 
Christmas Parties, supplied the paper goods and coffee for Fellowship Hour after church services, 
replaced some major appliances in the parsonage just to name a few.  
 

Again, thank you for your support and your patronage throughout the years!  ---Maralena Dropp  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


