
   

 

 

January 23, 2020  www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.                          1 Corinthians 1:9 

 Dear Friends, 

 

 T he New Testament word, ekklesia, from which we get our word, "church," 

refers in its etymology to being called out, and into, something else. 

Our Epistle from last Sunday reminds us that it is God's faithfulness that 

has called us out of the world and into the Body of Christ, the church.  

Christ is the head of our community of fellowship, and so our purpose 

coming together each week is to glorify God while lifting up our 

Savior Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.  And then we go serve 

in the world in His name. 

In this new season ahead, may God give us deepening worship, 

loving fellowship and shared ministry as we celebrate all that it 

means to be the people of God, called to an eternal hope by the 

One who is ever-faithful. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 23 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Jan 25    
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Jan 26    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:00 am - Annual Parish Meeting, Crocker Hall 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Mon, Jan 27 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tues, Jan 28 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Jan 29 - 9:00 am - Playgroup, Nursery 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  6:30 pm - Alpha Program 
Thu, Jan 30 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Feb   1 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Cocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Cocker Hall 
Sun, Feb   2    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  5:00 pm - Super Bowl Party, Guild Room 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their 

father and followed Him.” Matthew 4:22 
 

J ust as Jesus called the first apostles, He calls each of us to 
follow Him, too.  Not everyone is called to leave their business 

or family behind, but we are expected to put God first in everything.  
Everything from our time in daily prayer, our talent in participating in 

one of our parish ministries and our treasure to 
support the financial needs of our 

parish mission. 

 

†  
 

D espite the varying temperatures, it is still winter, 
remember homeless people are on their feet all 

day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely to 
be threadbare.  We are collecting socks and toiletries for 
the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  
Place donations in the bins in the back of the church or 
Crocker Hall. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Ok Doomer. (No, Really.) 

by John Tuthill 
 

“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.  And for those 
who lived in the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.” 

- Matthew 4:16 (NLT) 
 

O 
ne little catchphrase you may have heard beginning last year has gained global 
popularity especially among some young people.  It dismisses or mocks the 
attitudes which are more typically held by those in the "baby boomer" 

generation.  The catchphrase is a short one and it can come across on the receiving end as 
just slightly dismissive.  Have you heard this one or seen it?  Here it is: "Ok Boomer."  One 
web site called "TikTok" features short videos and there is a count on it of nearly 2 billion 
(yes, billion) views of videos tagged #OkBoomer.  This count was as of December 2019, 
according to a Wikipedia page which I was able to call up on the newfangled "inter-web" 
gizmo which you also may have heard the kids are into these days.  Well, the Good News of 
the Lord Jesus Christ ruling right now with "all authority" already given to Him can 
sometimes (understandably) be met with a skeptical kind of "Ok Boomer" sort of response.  
But it is true nonetheless.  Jesus Himself said that "all authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Me" (Ok Boomer, please see Matthew 28:18, Philippians 2:9, Colossians 
2:10, etc.).  All sorts of people; both the young and those of us who are not-so-young, as 
well as people who call themselves believers and "non's," MANY people of all different 
persuasions naturally react to the news of Christ currently ruling by bringing up "What 
about?" kinds of responses: "What about school shootings?", "What about the Australian 

wildfires?", "What about global warming/climate change?", or, 
"What about the riots in Honk Kong?", etc. etc. etc. 
 These are dark challenges, each of these "What about" 
reactions.  They certainly do seem to be in direct contrast with 
the Christian view that, "By grace you are saved, through faith 
- and this not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, 
so that no one can boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).  The readings we 
will be hearing this Sunday recognize this contrast is real 
between a state of intense darkness and Jesus currently being 
as He said, "I AM the Light of the world" (John 8:12).  In the 
Old Testament reading, the Prophet Isaiah reports God's 
promise in chapter 9 verse 1 and 2 that the people who walk in 

darkness will see a great light.  The evangelist Matthew writes the same is fulfilled in Jesus, 
as he says the New Testament reading (well-worth re-reading in preparation for Sunday in 
Matthew 4:12-23).  A quick observation about the specific people both Isaiah and Matthew 
talk about walking in darkness, they lived in less-than complete obedience to the LORD's 
directions to them, and so their sin did bring about the dark and extreme disciplines that 
they suffered under.  The people were of two tribes of Israel, the Nephtali and Zebulun and 
even their territory was considered lowly and cursed, looked down upon by others.  But this 
is exactly the area where Jesus was born and where He spent the majority of His public 
ministry too, "...proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease an 
every sickness among the people" (Matt. 4:23).   Thanks be to God! 

Ephesians 5:8  
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Walk as children of light. 

https://biblehub.com/ephesians/5-8.htm
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Ordination of 

The Rev. Tara Shepley 
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1937 

Len Howard 

 

Y ou look at it every 

week.  Our main 

stained glass window above 

the altar features our patron 

saint, Paul.  The vignette on 

the left is of his conversion.  

In the close-up on the right 

you see the “light from 

heaven” (with a cross at the 

end of it), Paul’s horse and 

both men appearing to be 

blinded. 

 

(Acts 26:9-21) 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, January 25th 
 

Conversion of St. Paul 
 

P aul, or Saul as he was known until he became a Christian, was a Roman citizen, born 
at Tarsus, in present-day Turkey.  He was brought up as an orthodox Jew, studying 

in Jerusalem for a time under Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the day.  Describing 
himself, he said, “I am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin” (Romans 11:1). 

A few years after the death of Jesus, Saul came in contact with the new Christian 
movement, and became one of the most fanatical of those who were determined to stamp 
out this “dangerous heresy.”  Saul witnessed the stoning of Stephen.  He was on the way 
to Damascus to lead in further persecution of the Christians when his 
dramatic conversion took place. 

From that day, Paul devoted his life 
totally to Christ, and especially to the 
conversion of Gentiles.  The Acts of the 
Apostles describes the courage and 
determination with which he planted Christian 
congregations over a large area of the land 
bordering the eastern Mediterranean. 

His letters, the earliest of Christian 
writings, reveal him as the greatest of the 
interpreters of Christ’s mind, and as the 
founder of Christian theology.  He writes, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer 
I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). 

Paul describes himself as small and insignificant in appearance: “His letters are weighty 
and strong,” it was said of him, “but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no 
account” (2 Corinthians 10:10).  He writes of having a disability which he had prayed God 
to remove from him, and quotes the Lord’s reply, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore, Paul went on to say, “I will all the more 
gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 
12:9).  Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome in the year 64 under Nero. 

†  Conversion of Paul 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/ConvPaul.html#FIRST
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†  Christ for the Gentiles  

 

Isaiah 9:1-4  •  Psalm 27:1, 5-13  •  1 Corinthians 1:10-18  •  Matthew 4:12-23 
 

A 
fter the arrest of John the Baptist, Jesus went to Galilee, a move which itself 
indicates the universal scope of his mission.  The King of the Jews is likewise the 
King of Kings.  “Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew 

to Galilee.  He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali” (Matt. 4:12).  Fulfilling ancient prophesy, Jesus made a new home in 
“Galilee of the Gentiles,” which is to say, he made the whole world his dwelling place.  
Gentiles are everywhere, and so Jesus is everywhere. 

“Jesus began to proclaim, ‘Repent for the kingdom of heaven is come near’” (Matt. 
4:17).  What can this be other than his call to us at this moment to hear him, turn to him, and 
cleave to him in the joy of his nearness?  “As he walked along the sea of Galilee” means, at 
the very least, that he is walking near the places we live and work.  He saw Simon and 
Andrew, and, moments later, James and John.  He sees us too.  Jesus beholds all the peoples 
of the earth, one person at a time.  As he said to them, “Follow me,” so he speaks to us.  He 
is present in our world, in our church, in the liturgy, in sacred reading and preaching, in 

supplication and singing, in sorrow and 
lament. 
 All things were made through him, and so 
there is nowhere that he is not.  Even now, 
where two or three are gathered in his name, 
he is teaching and declaring good news, and 
healing diseases and infirmities.  He comes to 
us and calls us with all the power of his grace, 
and by his grace we respond, and so he 
becomes for us “my light and my salvation,” 
“the strength of my life” (Ps. 27:1).  He 
beholds us and we behold him.  We seek his 
face, his very presence (Ps. 27:11). 
 In comparison to him, we count all things 
as loss (Eph. 3:8).  We leave our homes and 
livelihood and make Christ the one priority of 
life, for he is life itself.  To be clear, 
providence will not allow this leave-taking to 

be literal in most cases, but it will require that home and vocation and all the responsibilities, 
obligations, joys and sorrows associated with it be an encounter with Christ.  He is near and 
he is calling and he is the one in whom all our works begin, continue, and end.  In a 
remarkable way, it is precisely this “sacrifice,” which is, to be sure, the cross of Christ in our 
lives, which transforms daily life, family life, marital life, community life into something 
astoundingly sacramental. 

Reviewing the call: Jesus says repent, the kingdom is near, follow me.  We leave 
everything, an act which is “the foolishness of the cross” to those who do not believe.  But to 
those who have heard the call of Christ and become themselves the place where Christ is 
welcome, the cross becomes the power of God, for it is an invitation to lay aside the old 
humanity and take up a new being in Christ. 

A new humanity emerges in which, through promise and hope, “we are united in the 
same mind and the same purpose,” we experience a profound “agreement” in which there 
are no divisions; for we are one new humanity in Christ.  This is a gift which, in our 
sinfulness, we often obscure.  To state the obvious, division and bitterness exist not only in 
the world generally, but also in the Church.  These divisions, however, do not exist in 
Christ’s view of us as members of one body.  Christ is not divided.  Christ is one and we are 
one in him at precisely this moment as he calls and we respond. 
 

Look It Up 
Read: Isaiah 9:2-3. 
 

Think About It 
The light and joy of Christ in you.            - from The Living Church, 2020 

Hyena Den

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446651200


 9 

 

 

 

Hyena Den 



10  

 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, January 23rd 
 

Phillips Brooks 
Bishop of Massachusetts, 1893 

 

W 
riting about Phillips Brooks in 1930, 
William Lawrence, who as a young man 
had known him, began, “Phillips Brooks 

was a leader of youth .... His was the spirit of 
adventure, in thought, life, and faith.”  To many who 
know him only as the author of “O little town of 
Bethlehem,” this part of Brooks’ life and influence is 
little known. 

Born in Boston in 1835, Phillips Brooks began his ministry in Philadelphia.  His 
impressive personality and his eloquence immediately attracted attention.  After ten years in 
Philadelphia, he returned to Boston as rector of Trinity Church, which was destroyed in the 
Boston fire three years later.  It is a tribute to Brooks’ preaching, character, and leadership 
that in four years of worshiping in temporary and bare surroundings, the congregation grew 
and flourished.  The new Trinity Church was a daring architectural enterprise for its day, 
with its altar placed in the center of the chancel, “a symbol of unity; God and man and all 
God’s creation,” and was a symbol of Brooks’ vision - a fitting setting for the greatest 
preacher of the century. 

This reputation has never been challenged.  His sermons have passages that still grasp 
the reader, though they do not convey the warmth and vitality which so impressed his 

hearers.  James Bryce wrote, “There was no sign 
of art about his preaching, no touch of self-
consciousness.  He spoke to his audience as a man 
might speak to his friend, pouring forth with swift, 
yet quiet and seldom impassioned earnestness, the 
thoughts of his singularly pure and lofty spirit.” 
 In 1891, he was elected Bishop of 
Massachusetts.  The force of his personality and 
preaching, together with his deep devotion and 
loyalty, provided the spiritual leadership needed 
for the time.  His constant concern was to turn his 
hearers’ thoughts to the revelations of God.  
“Whatever happens,” he wrote, “always remember 

the mysterious richness of human nature and the nearness of God to each one of us.” 
Brooks ministered with tenderness, understanding, and warm friendliness.  He inspired 

men to enter the ministry, and taught many of them the art of preaching.  He was 
conservative and orthodox in his theology; but his generosity of heart led him to be regarded 
as the leader of the liberal circles of the Church. 

Brooks died in Boston on January 23, 1893. 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Boat Altar 

2014 

Duc in Altum Church, Migdal, Israel 
 

O n several of our recent trips to Israel we have visited the Magdala Center 

archaeological park and it’s unique altar in the boat chapel.  This bright and 

contemporary worship area features a boat altar.  The cross is actually the mast of the boat.  

The altar is placed on a highly polished blue marble floor.  There is a clear window behind 

the altar 

and the 

marble 

floor is a 

the same 

level as an 

“endless” 

pool 

outside 

which 

seemingly 

connects 

to the Sea 

of Galilee 

in the 

distance. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 

A llison Kraft & Lin Bennett celebrate on Monday!  Wednesday is 

the big day for Tony Arcamone.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  Annual Meeting On January 26th 
 

N otice is hereby given of the 233rd Annual Parish 
Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 Whisconier Road, 

Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 26th, 2020, in 
Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am.  The Rector will make appointments 
and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.  
Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.  
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age 
are eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at 
8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.  
Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at 
10:30 am.  There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum. 
Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Jan 26th   Annual Parish Meeting between services 
Feb  2nd 8 am    Buni & Paul Kovacs  10:30 am  Raegan Guglielmo 
Feb   9th 8 am -   Sandy Chadwick   10:30 am Amy Boyce 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Wednesday Morning Healing 
Service  

 

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of 

the week?  Or are you looking for some 

healing prayer?  How about some familiar 

contemporary music.  Or maybe you’re just 

interested in a smaller, quieter, more intimate 

worship experience than our Sunday celebrations.  

Join us each week on Wednesdays at 10 am for 

Holy Communion and healing along with an 

inspirational homily from Fr. Joe.  Our mid-week 

service offers all the above.  Following the 

service, coffee and fellowship is available as well 

as a lively Bible Study in the Guild Room until 

noon.  Click right to watch this week’s homily. 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study are studying, THE GOSPEL OF LUKE, weekly 

on Tuesdays at 9:15AM in the Guild Room. 

In the New Testament's longest book, Luke, the physician friend of the Apostle Paul, 

reveals Jesus as the Man who came to save all - including women, the 

poor, the outcast, the sick and the ordinary, everyday people of every 

nation, Luke's vivid, fast-moving report offers a gospel of reconciliation 

and celebration. 

 This Bible study traces Luke's story from the announcement of Jesus' 

birth, through His ministry in Galilee and His training of the disciples on 

the way to Jerusalem, to His submission to the crucifixion and His ultimate 

triumph in the resurrection. 

 This will be an 17 week study of amazing discussions and 

enlightenment.  Please join us!!! 

 Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15AM-11:00AM.  For 

study guide info, email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  

Workbooks are $11 

†  “It’s Good! 
 

o n Sunday February 2nd we 

will be hosting our 4th 

annual Super Bowl party!  

We’re setting up our new 80-inch 

LED screen.  And you’re invited.  Men, 

women, children.  It doesn’t matter who you’re routing for.  Or 

even if you like football.  Just bring yourself, your favorite 

appetizer, beverage or snacks.  And maybe wear your favorite team 

shirt.  No cost.  No fuss.  Contact Ron Switzer or Dave Szen if 

you’re interested so we have an idea who’s bringing what.  

Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate party is a possibility! 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/649344425805181/?comment_id=649764362429854&notif_id=1579761118916933&notif_t=video_comment
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/649344425805181/?comment_id=649764362429854&notif_id=1579761118916933&notif_t=video_comment
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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Jesus said to the twelve, "See, I am sending you out like sheep into 

the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” 

Who else was in the boat with James and John 

when Jesus called them to follow him? 

a) No one     b) Their father     c) Their other brothers 

Matthew 4:21-22 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Matthew+4:21-22&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give 

Now” button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to create 

your unique on line profile.  After you have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

†  Annual Meeting Brunch 

Saint Paul's Annual Meeting will be 

held in Crocker Hall between the 

services on Sunday, January 26, 

2020.  A sign up sheet is in the 

back of the church asking for 

donated food items for an 

EXTENDED COFFEE HOUR 

prior to the meeting.  Some 

suggestions would be a hot egg or 

breakfast dish, bagels with cream 

cheese, muffins, donuts, coffee 

cake, sliced fruit or any brunch item 

of your choice.  Please sign up to 

ensure that this year's meeting will be a 

huge success.  Thanks all.  Mary Allen 

203-775-6633.  

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  St. Paul’s Playgroup!  You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:00 am 

A 
ll are welcome to join St. Paul's Playgroup on 
Wednesday mornings from 9-10 am.  As you 
know, the Playgroup was taking a break for 

Christmas, and we started up again on Wed, Jan 8th.  
Friends are always welcome, and we are currently 
meeting in the cozy confines of the nursery at 
church.  Please join the Facebook group: St Paul's 
Brookfield Church Playgroup, which is a great way to 
let us know you are coming, ask questions, or suggest 
additional times to get together. 
 Come, make new friends.  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Follow the group on our 
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Brookfield Church 
Playgroup. 

"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the ______ ___ ____ 

1 Corinthians 1:18 NIV   

P salm 27 begins: “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then 

shall I fear?  The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I 

be afraid?  The world may fail us; our families and friends may even fail us, 

but God’s promise stands - he is always there to help us through.  We cannot 

earn his love and care; it has been given to us freely and without reservation.  

All we have to do is ask with true willingness to have God come into our 

hearts and lives as our guardian and guide. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=1+Corinthians+1:18&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Light in the Darkness 
 

 Isaiah 9:1-4 

O ur Hebrew Bible lesson is a hymn of thanksgiving and hope offered at the 
birth of a new king in Jerusalem.  The prophet hails the one born to be the 

ruler of his people.  His reign will end oppression and bring justice, righteousness, 
and a lasting peace.  Christians see these words coming to fulfillment in Jesus. 

 Psalm 27:1, 5-13  
The psalmist expresses great trust and confidence in the Lord and asks 

always to be in God’s presence. 
 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
In this lesson we hear that Paul is disturbed by news of factions in the 

young Corinthian church.  Apparently the new converts were dividing into 
groups based on who it was who baptized them and whose teaching they 
were following.  They must instead be unified in Jesus, in whose name alone 
they are baptized.  Paul is grateful on this account that he himself has 
baptized very few of them, and that he does not preach with such eloquent 
wisdom that people would rely on him rather than the cross of Jesus. 

 Matthew 4:12-23 
The gospel is a summary of the early ministry of Jesus: his preaching, the calling of 

disciples, and his acts of healing.  After the arrest of John the Baptist, Jesus withdrew 
to Galilee, an area in which many Gentiles lived.  The evangelist perceives in this a 
fulfillment of prophecy and a foreshadowing of the church’s mission to bring the 
light of the gospel 
to darkened lives.  
Two sets of 
brothers are 
called to leave 
their nets and 
become fishers of 
people. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

H earts of Praise.  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

 

Matthew 4:12-23 
The command / invitation 

to Peter, Andrew, James 

and John to "Come, 

follow me," is not: "I 

wonder if you would 

consider the possibility of 

tagging along if you have 

the time, and it's not too 

inconvenient."  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity Church, 
Collinsville; St. James’, Danbury. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Wardens, treasurers, clerks, and all vestry 
members; elected delegates; annual parish meetings. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, Peter 
Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, 
Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, 
Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, 
Kevin West, Pat Jennings, Beverly Hall, James, and Ray continued healing. 
.....the people of the State of Palestine; the people of Vanuatu; the Diocese of Llandaff 
(Wales) The Right Revd June Osborne; and our sister and brother members of the Nippon 
Sei Ko Kai (Japan). 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for 
the month of January.  
.....New Hope Baptist Church, Danbury, a partner congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Cities. 
.....that we may faithfully follow Jesus, wherever and whenever he calls. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 months to see if it fuses by 
itself (with God's help). 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

The Conversion of St. 

Paul 

 

 Imagine riding high on your 
horse as you are about to kill a 
few more Christians.  You are 
thrown onto the ground and 
blinded by the light. 

 

 

 

http://www.holyadventclinton.org/
https://trinitycollinsville.org/
https://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanuatu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nippon_Sei_Ko_Kai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nippon_Sei_Ko_Kai
http://www.newtownfoodpantry.org/
https://newhopedanbury.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/33.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3JfPCFFcfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3JfPCFFcfA
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crossing_the_Red_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecil_B._DeMille
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ten_Commandments_(1956_film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Ten_Commandments_(1956_film)

