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Sword PointsSword Points  
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  Sunday Festivities 
 
 
 

For unto us a child is born.            ISAIAH 9:6 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

I n the year 1223, on Christmas Eve, St. Francis of Assisi celebrated 
Midnight Mass in front of a life-size crèche with live animals.  Many 

believe that this was the first ever Nativity play, or what we call today, a 
Christmas Pageant. 

This Sunday during our 10:30 service, we will hold our own Pageant ably 
led by our Sunday School Administrator, Nicole O'Connors, teachers and 
children.  Following our Pageant will be our annual Advent brunch.  Then 
that evening at 5 pm, we will hold our Lessons and Carols service with a 
robust choir gathered under the gifted guidance of our Organist and 
Choirmaster, Kirsten Peterson, and Marie Wiliams as Assistant Director. 

All of our leaders and participants have worked so diligently and reverently 
preparing for this Sunday's festivities.  Please join us, and invite a friend, as 
through our worship we further our mission of "Transforming Lives Through 
Jesus Christ." 
 
Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   Great Exhortations!  

by John Tuthill 
 

“So, with many other exhortations, 
he proclaimed the Good News to the people.” 

 

  -  Luke 3:18 
 

R 
ejoice!  This Sunday in the church calendar has a name: "Rejoice Sunday" . Or, 

if you prefer to speak in Latin, it may also be called "Gaudete" Sunday, 

meaning the same.  This is the third Sunday in the Season of Advent and there 

could not possibly be anything more to "Rejoice" over!  The word "rejoice" is strongly 

emphasized in the letter from Paul being read this week (Philippians 4:4-6).  Paul "exhorts" 

and calls on the people in the Church at Philippi to: "Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say 

it again: Rejoice!...The Lord is near!  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of 

God, which passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds, in Christ 

Jesus." (NIV). 

 More exhortations are also found in the reading this 

week from the Old Testament Prophet, Zephaniah.  He 

writes; "Rejoice and exult with all your heart, oh 

daughter, Jerusalem!...the Lord your God is in your 

midst..." (v. 3:14, 17).  Zephaniah describes rejoicing 

when the Lord gathers together the outcasts and brings 

home the exiles in a promised day of great reversal.  That 

day, Israel's shame will be changed to "praise and renown 

in all the earth" (v. 3:19).  And likewise in the reading 

from Isaiah we will hear:"Shout for joy, O royal Zion, for 

great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel." 

 In the gospel reading John the Baptist continues 

exhorting from the reading we heard last week, and he is 

expressing the truth of his message to the crowds in his 

signature "sugar free" style.  They have risked coming out 

into the dangerous wilderness to hear him preach and to be baptized by him.  Even the most 

hated outsiders, the corrupted tax collectors who were collaborators with the Roman 

oppressors, came out to be baptized in the Jordan River.  Throughout the crowd were 

"people filled with expectation" (Luke 3:15) and John the Baptist tells them all that "one 

who is more powerful than I (Jesus) is coming...He will gather the wheat (the saved) into 

His granary; but the chaff (the unsaved) He will burn with an unquenchable fire."  Later in 

Luke's Gospel account (chapter 10, verse20) Jesus will tell His friends that the greatest 

reason to rejoice is this: "rejoice that your names are written in Heaven" and in the "Book of 

Life" ( please see, Malachi 3:16, Philippians 4:3, Rev. 13:8, 17:8, etc.).  As Psalm 139:16 

describes the "Book of Life," "Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were 

written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of 

them" (ESV). 

With all of these "exhortations" being a focus throughout the readings this week, here 

may be a very fair question to ask: Do we as followers of Jesus today ever have any 

business "exhorting" others about the Good News of Jesus?  Is putting all of this "exhorting" 

this into practice what God wants "ordinary" Christians such as ourselves to be doing?  My 

study Bible gives some possible points to ponder; firstly, that this word, "exhort," according 

to the Bible, means; to strongly encourage, to admonish and to summon someone for them 

to join along on a certain course of action.  Pastors, of course, do have a large role exhorting 

people who are under their care; leading them in reading and in the study of God's Words 
(Continued on page 3) 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec 13 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
Sat, Dec 15 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Dec 16 -  Third Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion / 

 Christmas Pageant (Livestream) 
  12:00 pm - Advent Brunch, Crocker Hall 
  5:00 pm - Festival of Lessons & Carols 
Mon, Dec 17 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
  7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Bible Study, Guild Room 
Tue, Dec 18 - 9:15 am - Tuesday Women’s AM Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Dec 19 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

Thu, Dec 20 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, Dec 21 -  St. Thomas, Apostle 
Sat, Dec 22 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Dec 23 -  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

Year End Donations - Donors must deliver checks on or by Sunday, 
December 30th in order to claim a charitable contribution deduction for 

2018.  Checks that are placed in the church offering on the first or 
subsequent Sundays in 2019 will not qualify for a charitable contribution for 

2018, even if the check is predated to 2018 or actually written in 2018. 

and also continuously encouraging our growing in the Spirit (please see 1 Timothy 4:13).  

The Lord holds Pastors especially accountable for the spiritual health of those in their care 

(so says Hebrews 13:17) and so those such as Father Joe who strive to do this well are also 

worthy of "double honor" (please see 1 Timothy 5:17)!  For Christians, exhortation makes 

the list of "spiritual gift" found in Romans 12:6-8.  The Holy Spirit gives an ability to offer a 

scripture verse and to help apply it to situations faced 

by fellow believers, and, even for those who are still 

finding a growing fullness in their faith. Gifts of the 

Spirit such as "exhortation" are also what our Lord 

says He wants to entrust to us ( 1 Corinthians 12:31, 

etc.) and He will increase what we faithfully put into 

practice for each other (1 Corinthians 1:4). "Rejoice 

evermore!" (1 Thessalonians 5:16)." 

   Thanks be to God! 

(Continued from page 2) Great Exhortations! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, December 13th 
 

Lucy 
Virgin and Martyr, abt. 304 

 

L 
ucy, or Lucia, was martyred at Syracuse, in Sicily, during Diocletian’s reign of 
terror of 303-304, among the most dramatic of the 
persecutions of early Christians.  Her tomb can 

still be found in the catacombs at Syracuse.  She was 
venerated soon after her death and her name, with that 
of Agatha, appears in the Roman Liturgy as an 

example of those who have gone before us, in 
whose company we join in giving thanks and 
praise to God.  Her cult spread quickly 
throughout the church. 
 Most of the details of Lucy’s life are 
obscure.  In the tradition she is remembered 
for the purity of her life and the gentleness of 
her spirit.  Her name, which means "light," 
probably accounts for the story that her eyes 
were put out and her eyesight miraculously 
restored. 
 In popular piety, Lucy is perhaps most 
revered because her feast day, December 13, 
was for many centuries the shortest day of 
the year.  (The reform of the calendar by 
Pope Gregory VIII (1582) would shift the 
shortest day to December 21/22, depending 
upon the year.)  It was on Lucy’s day that the 
light began gradually to return and the days 
to lengthen.  , and may be connected with the 
fact that her feast occurs near the time when 
(in the Northern Hemisphere) the nights are longest.  In Sweden and elsewhere, 
the day is observed by having one of the daughters of the house dress in a white 

robe with a crown of lighted candles and go singing from room to room (presumably 
followed by an adult with a fire extinguisher) early in the morning when it is still dark to 
awaken the other family members and to offer them St. Lucy's Cakes and hot coffee. 

Lucy is sometimes thought of as the patron saint of those who suffer from diseases of 
the eyes. 

 

Christmas Calendar 
 

Thu, Dec. 13 - 7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal 

Sun, Dec. 16 - Third Sunday of Advent 

      10:30 am - Christmas Pageant 

      12:00 pm - Advent Brunch 

      5:00 pm -  Lessons & Carols 

Mon, Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve 
      5:00 pm -  Family Service 

      9:00 pm - Traditional Service 

Tue, Dec. 25 - Christmas Day 

      10:30 am - Holy Communion Service 

St. Lucy, by Domenico Beccafumi.  She 

is said to have had her eyes gouged out 

at her martyrdom, and so is often 

portrayed carrying them on a plate. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Dec 16th     Christmas Pageant and Brunch 
Dec 23rd  8 am - Mary Beth Durkin  10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh 
Dec 30th 8 am - Joyce & John Sarver  10:30 am - Susan Champagne 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

O ur Men’s Bible Study is still packing them in weekly on 

Monday nights; averaging more than 20 men weekly!  This time 

they’re dissecting the Letter of Paul to the Colossians.  Join them each 

Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All the studies are available live 

on Livestream and archived on YouTube. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

†  Join the Meal Train! 
 

A  parishioner of St. Paul’s is undergoing major surgery at this month.  A ‘meal 

train’ has been set up online to support her and her family as she recovers.  If you 

can help to provide a meal or gift cards for the family to use, simply click on the link below 

and follow the prompts to sign up.  All of the dates, times, drop off location and 

preferences are noted on the website.  If you are able to help, but do not want to navigate 

the website, please email Nicole at nmoconnors@gmail.com instead.  Dates are available 

from December 18th through the end of the month.  Please consider helping to support this 

St. Paul’s family as they go through this time of recovery - lift them up in prayer and find a 

way join in on this meal train.  Thank you. 
 

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/vwml5w 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/vwml5w
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 November 14th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:30 pm.  Alex Naradzay led a 
Bible study on depending on the Lord.  Alex 
is having a difficult time learning the 
computer at work.  He uses a daily 
devotional, Jesus Calling.  The devotional 
for one day inspired and encouraged him to 
learn to rely on Jesus in every situation.  
That day at work was a turning point for him 
and every day is better and better.  Joshua 
1:19, don’t have things you feel you need 
him for and things you feel you can do 
yourself, rely on Jesus in all things. Psalm 
37:3-6, Philippians 4:19.  The October 
minutes were approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: November and 
December income needs to be $26,000 to 
break even for the year.  Franklin funds will 
be even for the year.  The Capital Campaign 
is 99.5% paid. 

 

Committee Reports:  Dave Allen reported 
for the Property Committee aand submitted a 
written report.  Mary Perry reported for 
Wellness Committee that there is a new 
activity, PraiseKicks, on Tuesday at 5:45 pm 
and Saturday at 9:15 am.  It is kick boxing 

with the word of God. 
 

Rector’s Report:  The 
Jerusalem Church service 
held at St. Paul’s went 
very well thanks to Mary Beth 
Durkin’s oversight. It was a blessing to all 
and they are very grateful to St. Paul’s.  The 
January 11th through the 12th Men’s 
Weekend at Camp Washington for the 
Monday night men’s Bible study is full with 
30 men attending. 
 

Old Business: The lighting upgrade to 
convert the entire church building to LED 
lights was discussed.  The Vestry approved 
the proposal. 
 

New Business: Dave Szen will be forming a 
Safety Committee to keep the Church safety 
up to date and educate the congregation on 
safety issues.  Anyone interested in being a 

member, please contact Dave 
Szen.  The Mission Budget 
was presented for 
consideration at the December 
meeting.  The Rev. George 
Hall died on November 14, 
2018. 

 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:09 pm by Fr. Joe. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Lessons and Carols: This Sunday! 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held this 

Sunday, December 16 at 5:00 pm.  Please plan to attend and 

invite a friend to this beautiful Advent service which consists of 

Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed with the 

singing of traditional carols led by our choir.  What a truly 

wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas! 

Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our special 

choir for this service. Remaining rehearsal is tonight Thursday, Dec 13 from 7

-9 pm.  The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas 

music, and 2) you like to be around people who like to sing Christmas music.  No 

previous participation in the music ministry required!  It may be just the thing if 

you’ve been looking for a small group to join for Advent!  Please contact Kirsten 

Peterson for more details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name. 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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†  Perfect 
by Steve Hemming 

“The Lord will perfect that which concerns me; Your mercy, O Lord, endures forever; 
Do not forsake the works of Your hands.” 

   Psalm 138:8 
 

M 
y blood pressure (BP) had been consistently high since the beginning of the 
year, and because of this, I’ve gone through several medication adjustments in 
an attempt to bring my BP down to a safe and acceptable level.  Since my 

numbers were seemingly high whenever I saw my cardiologist, he was often led to increase 
my dosage, frequency, or have me try other medication, in an effort to reduce the blood 
pressure levels. 

I can attribute much of this rise in my blood pressure to the stress I’ve been experiencing 
at work, which is the result of an increase in demand for support to satisfy the technological 
needs of the university combined with a gradual attrition of available staff.  At times the 
stress has been so disruptive and debilitating that I’ve discussed with my doctor the 
possibility of taking a leave of absence, or even outright quitting my job because of the of 
the negative impact my work was having on my health. 

Because I wasn’t raised to be a “quitter,” I’ve been leaning a lot upon the Lord and 
crying out to Him consistently for relief and guidance.  I’ve been seeking Him like never 
before, because I knew that God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble 
(Psalm 46:1). 

Last week, I had 
another appointment to 
have my blood pressure 
checked at my 
cardiologist’s office.  
That morning, when I 
checked my BP at 
home, it was very high, 
which caused me to 
begin worrying about 
the likelihood the 
doctor would want to 
(again) increase my BP 
medications or change 
me to another drug.  It 
was understandable that 
my BP was extra high 
that morning, for I was 
feeling more anxious in 
general, because the 
day before, a direct 
report gave me two 
weeks’ notice that he 
was leaving to accept another job elsewhere.  With his imminent departure, we were going 
to be even more short-staffed than we already were. 

I must confess that in the natural, I didn’t have high hopes that I would get a good blood 
pressure reading that day at my doctor’s.  Regardless of our feelings, as believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we are called to walk by faith and not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7).  With this in 
mind, as I waited in the reception area of the Cardiology Office for my name to be called, I 
declared out loud, “In the name of Jesus Christ, my blood pressure will be normal.  Thank 
you, Lord, for hearing my prayer.”  Within moments, a nurse, Judy, came out to get me and 
brought me back into an examination room to check my blood pressure. 

The first blood pressure cuff Judy intended to use on me was missing the pressure 
release valve, so, after locating another one, she placed it on my arm, pumped air into the 
cuff until it was taught, and then very slowly began to release the air pressure.  As Judy 

(Continued on page 8) 
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There are envelopes on the back table for anyone 

wishing to remember loved ones and friends this Christmas 
season by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in the 
church in their memory.  All names will be listed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin.  Memorials are due by Sunday, 
December 16th.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. 

Z ephaniah describes God’s love and joy in us.  “He 

will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew 

you in his love; he will exult over you with 

loud singing.”  God yearns for us to respond 

to him in the same glorious and enthusiastic 

way he models for us.  Caring stewards use the 

holy habits of prayer, study, worship in 

community, and generous giving to respond to 

the Lord’s overwhelming, freely-given gifts. 

listened for the last beat to pass through the stethoscope, after several moments of silence, 
she looked up at me and uttered one simple, yet profound, life-giving word; “Perfect!”  My 
blood pressure was 124/62.  It was by far the lowest reading I’ve ever had in my entire adult 
life. 

It was the miracle I had been hoping for.  God’s healing 
touch, benevolent grace and mercy immediately 
improved my attitude, readjusted my outlook, and 
increased my faith.  It also gave me a greater depth, 
understanding, and appreciation for His love for me. 

Our Heavenly Father loves all of His children 
equally, and shows no partiality (Acts 10:34).  As the 
Lord gave me a healthy blood pressure, He will 
assuredly provide for your greatest need.  For our Father 
desires to give good gifts to those who ask Him (Matthew 
7:11).  And, if we want to receive, then we need to ask, for 
James 4:2 tells us we will not have if we do not ask.  Also, we 
must ask by faith and not doubt (James 1:5-8).  It is Jesus who encourages us; “If you can 
believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23) 

The healing I received from God has given me the shot in the arm that I truly needed to 
move forward with my life.  It’s important for us to remember that all things work together 
for good to those who love God and are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28).  
And we can also be confident in this; that He who began a good work in each of us will 
continue to perfect it until the day Jesus returns to bring us home (Philippians 1:6). 

 
"Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, 

that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  
Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things 
which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 3:12-14 

(Continued from page 7) Perfect 

mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  John the Baptizer 
 

 

T hese middle two Sundays of Advent our gospel readings have focused on the 
ministry of John the Baptist.  Who is he and what does he represent? 

Our principal sources of information about John the Baptist are (1) references to his birth 
in the first chapter of Luke, (2) references to his preaching and his martyrdom in the 
Gospels, with a few references in Acts, and (3) references in Josephus to his preaching and 
martyrdom, references which are consistent with the New Testament ones, but sufficiently 
different in the details to make direct borrowing unlikely. 

According to the Jewish historian Josephus (who wrote after 70 AD), John the Baptist 
was a Jewish preacher in the time of Pontius Pilate 
(AD 26-36).  He called the people to repentance 
and to a renewal of their covenant relation with 
God.  He was imprisoned and eventually put to 
death by Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great, 
who was king when Jesus was born) for 
denouncing Herod's marriage to Herodias, the wife 
of his still-living brother Philip.  In order to marry 
Herodias, Herod divorced his first wife, the 
daughter of King Aretas of Damascus, who 
subsequently made war on Herod, a war which, 
Josephus tells us, was regarded by devout Jews as a 

punishment for Herod's murder of the prophet John. 
Symbolically, John represents the climax of the long tradition of Jewish prophets 

looking forward to the promised deliverance, but that the deliverance itself is a greater thing. 
John is the climax of the Law.  He lives in the wilderness, a life with no frills where food 
and clothing are concerned.  He has renounced the joys of family life, and dedicated himself 
completely to his mission of preaching, of calling people to an observance of the law, to 
ordinary standards of virtue.  In terms of 
natural goodness, no one is better than John.  
But he represents Law, not Grace.  Among 
men born of woman, among the once-born, 
he has no superior.  But anyone who has been 
born anew in the kingdom of God has 
something better than what John symbolizes. 
(Note that to say that John symbolizes 
something short of the Kingdom is not to say 
that John is himself excluded from the 
Kingdom.) 

John is the last voice of the Old Covenant, 
the close of the Age of Law.  Jesus is the first 
voice of the New Covenant, the beginning of 
the Age of Grace.  Accordingly, John is born 
to an elderly, barren woman, born when it is 
really too late for her to be having a child, 
while Jesus is born to a young virgin, born 
when it is really too early for her to be having 
a child.  John is announced (and conceived) 
at the autumnal equinox, when the leaves are 
dying and falling from the trees.  Jesus is 
announced (and conceived) at the vernal 
equinox, when the green buds are bursting 
forth on the trees and there are signs of new 
life everywhere.  John is born when the days 
are longest, and from his birth on they grow 
steadily shorter.  Jesus is born when the days are shortest, and from his birth on they grow 
steadily longer.  John speaks truly when he says of Jesus, "He must increase, but I must 
decrease."    by James Keifer 



10  

 

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is 

growing.  Check it out in person or watch the 

homily each week on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/293158654663005/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/293158654663005/
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on 
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his 
message for over 40 years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment 
on the proud who sought to save themselves.  But through him God also 
comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a 
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners set free....the 
hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and 
enlightenment.  Please join us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  For more 
info email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†   A Beautiful New Being  
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20  •  Canticle 9  •  Philippians 4:4-7  •  Luke 3:7-18 
 

“I 
 will bear away everything from the face of the earth, says the Lord: man, beasts, 
birds of heaven, fish of the sea, all of it gone, swept away.  This will be the ruin 
of the unrighteous” (Zeph. 1:2-3).  The prophet is just starting.  “I will extend a 

destroying hand over Judah, Jerusalem, the remnant of Baal, false priests, and those who 
bow to the hosts of heaven” (1:4-5).  “A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and 
anguish, a day of ruin and devastation” (1:15). 

These are words which, if applied without thought, invoked without context, summoned 
without a serious and contemplative silence, may be used as a weapon against those whom 
we think are the unrighteous.  Words of judgment, however, are to be heard as a call to 
renewal and hope.  God cleans house not only because the home is filthy but because it has 
the possibility of being clean again.  To be absolutely clear, God can judge but cannot hate 
anything God has made.  “In your infinite love you made us for yourself” (BCP, but also St. 
Augustine: Fecisti nos ad te).  And this from the 1549 prayer book: “Almightie and 
euerlastyng god, which hatest nothing that thou haste made” (Ash Wednesday). 

The prophet has another vision, a great vision of return and restoration and jubilation.  
Judgment has passed.  Behold, the new has come.  “Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; Shout, 

O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter Jerusalem.  The Lord has taken away the 
judgment against you….  The king of Israel, the 
Lord, is in your midst. … He will rejoice over 
you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing as on a 
day of festival” (3:14-17). 
 There is both rhythm and purpose to this 
oscillation between judgment and restoration.  A 
harsh and bitter word must sometimes cut to the 
marrow.  The axe is at the root of the tree.  The 
physician gives his cutting care.  But it is all 
directed to the restoration and renewal of life.  
Thus when John the Baptist comes with carping 
words and accusations, the people know the 
pattern and respond to it as a call to new life.  
Bear fruit that befits repentance!  Indeed, 
judgment and hope were so closely connected that 

they became signs of God’s final reign.  A final judgment would usher in the final victory, 
God’s king would come. 

John gave his sermon, a voice crying in the wilderness, and then he stopped.  John 
walked the shores of the Jordan where he baptized with water.  And then he walked off the 
stage.  John is no more.  It is finished.  He has pointed to the one who is greater, the one 
who will baptize with water and fire.  Everyone the Son touches is first new and then 
ignited. 

Jesus is in the midst of us and he is judgment and new life.  “For judgment I came into 
the world” (John 9:39).  Do you feel his searing eyes, the retinal blaze of all-knowing?  Has 
anyone ever told you that his seeing is his loving?  He sets the absolute truth before you, for 
he is truth; he forgives what needs forgiving, for he is absolution; he gives strength to the 
weak, for he is power.  And then he speaks.  He says, “Rejoice. I am here.  Do not worry 
about anything” (Phil. 4:5-6).  “I have come that you may have life and have it 
abundantly” (John 10:10). 

 

Look It Up 
Read Canticle 9.  Even water from the spring of salvation tastes better when you are 
desperately thirsty. Feel your need. 
 

Think About It 
For everyone, but especially clergy: You are not the Christ, but have come to bear witness to 
him. Leave saving to the Savior. -from The Living Church, 2018 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Gsp1


 13 

 

†  Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

P lease join us for Ladies Evening Bible Study 
during Advent as we study, “Because of 

Bethlehem.”  In this DVD series, New York Times best
-selling author Max Lucado explores how the One who 
made everything chose to make himself nothing and 
come into our world.  Jesus’ birth gives us the promise 
that God is always near us, always for us and always 
within us-and that we no longer need to have marks on 
our record. 

Please contact Kathy Whipple or Dori McManus if 
you have any questions.  

To order your workbook you can click on the attached link. 

Remaining Bible Study 
Time & Date: 
 

Monday starting  
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
 

December 17th 
 

Guild Room 

†  John the Baptist Announcing 

the Messiah 
 

mid 12th century 

Cappella Palatina di Palermo, Italy 

 

"J ohn spoke like the prophets of old, saying 

that the people must turn from their sin to 

avoid punishment and turn to God to experience 

his mercy and approval. this is a message for all 

times and places, but John spoke it with particular 

urgency -- he was preparing the people of the 

coming Messiah.  Important Roman officials of 

this day were always preceded by an announcer or 

herald.  When the herald arrived in town, the 

people knew that someone of prominence would 

soon arrive and they would be called to assemble.  

Because Mark's audience was comprised of 

primarily Roman Christians, he began his book 

with John the Baptist, whose mission was to 

announce the coming of Jesus, the most important 

man who ever lived" (Barton, 138). 

 

† The Christmas Pageant is Dec. 16th 
  

P lease join us for St. Paul’s Annual Christmas 

Pageant! 

This Sunday, December 16th, the children will be 

presenting their annual Christmas pageant during the 

10:30am service.  Children in second grade and below can 

simply show up that day, around 10am, to pick out a costume 

and follow along.   

We will also be hosting an Advent brunch following the 

pageant on the 16th.  All are invited to attend and celebrate 

the birth of our Savior.  Please see Nicole O’Connors or 

email her at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you are able to help 

with costumes, bringing food or setting out food that day. 

https://www.christianbook.com/because-of-bethlehem-study-guide/max-lucado/9780310687054/pd/687050?item_code=WW&event=CART
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com


14  

 

†  Quilt Raffle 
 

W e are raffling this quilt made by the St. Paul’s Quilters.  Tickets will be available 
after the 8:00 o’clock service in Crocker Hall each Sunday until December 23rd 

when the ticket will be drawn between 
services. 
 The quilt is 
called a tulip quilt 
and it is 78 inches 
wide by 89 inches 
long.  It will fit a 
double bed  
 Tickets are $5 
each or 5 tickets 
for $20.  Proceeds 
will go to Father 
Joe’s Discretionary 
Fund. 

 

Watch next 
week for the 

complete listing of 
our 12 Days of 
Christmas events! 
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 

DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations 

of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their 

food in.  We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is 

accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are 

also needed.  Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin marked 

 

J oin Bishops Ian T. Douglas and 

Laura J. Ahrens and Qumri 

Pilgrimages for a pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land, June 9 - 19, 2019.  Visit 

Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 

Jericho, Sea of Galilee, Emmaus, and 

more.  There is an optional 3-day 

extension to Jordan and Petra 

available. More information and 

registration form available here or 

contact David Szen.  

 

ECCT Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Our Bishops 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.episcopalct.org/holyland2019/
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to 

God.”            (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 

S t. Paul reminds us that our God is an abundant God, the ultimate 

giver of gifts.  He promises to give us all that we need.  When we 

trust that God will take care of us, it is easier for us to share what we 

have been given. 

 

Pick Up Your Wreath 
Have you picked yours up? 

T hank you to everyone who 

supported our very successful 

wreath sale this year!  You’ve helped 
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 “Advent: the time to listen for footsteps – you can’t hear footsteps when 
you’re running yourself.”  Bill McKibben . 
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

 

T he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the 

Promised Land Part I.” 

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the 

Promised Land. 

 

The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild 

Room.  Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 
 

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B arbara Hock & Diane Simone celebrate today!  Saturday is the big day for 

Elsa Cutting.  Bake a cake for Norma Schofield on Monday.  Rose Barrett 

will be expecting your card on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

There will be no 

Rector’s Forum 

December 23rd 

& 30th.  See you 

in 2019! 



 19 

 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 
Szen 

 

†  Come Saturday 

Morning 
 

E ach Saturday 

morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 

meets at Theo’s Downtown 

Diner in New Milford.  Join 

friends and lively 

theological discussion.  All 

are welcome. 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change 
remember homeless people are on their feet all 

day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely 
to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting 
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the 
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  

Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use 

your present method of giving.  The system is simple 

using the following steps below. 

 Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page. 

Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your 

unique on line profile. 

After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your 

contribution. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

J esus used his gift of preaching 

to exhort people to take care 

of others, to treat others with the 

same respect and dignity due to all 

God’s creation.  How are we using 

our gifts to do the same? 

C ovenant Envelopes for 2019 are in the back of the church.  Please take yours and 

those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing costs.  

Please do not use the 2019 goldenrod envelopes until the new year, and do not use the 2018 

blue envelopes after December 30, 2018.  If you do not wish to use the 

covenant envelopes, as long as your gift can be identified, an account is 

established in your name and you will receive quarterly statements.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller, Financial Secretary, 

at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Prepare for the Holy One 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

I n the reading from the Hebrew Bible the prophet foretells a time when the judgment 

of Israel will be ended and the mighty Lord will bring victory and renewal to God’s 

people.  The city of Jerusalem and its holy Mount Zion may rejoice and sing.  All enemies 

will be defeated and the crippled healed.  The fortunes of Israel will be restored, and the 

nation will be praised by all peoples. 

 Canticle 9 

A song of confidence and hope in God the Savior, for the Holy One is in the 

midst of the people who joyfully proclaim the Lord’s deeds. 

 Philippians 4:4-7 

In this New Testament lesson Paul invited the new disciples at Philippi to 

exult in the Lord, who is near at hand.  In prayer and thanksgiving they need 

have no anxiety.  God’s peace, which is beyond human understanding, will keep 

their hearts and thoughts in Jesus.  Even 

though Paul was experiencing his own 

troubles and may at this time have been in 

prison, this letter is often called “the epistle 

of joy.” 

 Luke 3:7-18 

 In our gospel John the Baptist preaches 

repentance to all those who hear his call to 

baptism, and he tells them of the mighty one to come.  It 

is not sufficient to claim to be children of Abraham.  All 

who are to escape judgment must learn to share with 

others and to be just in their daily work.  John himself is not the Christ but the servant of the 

one who 

will 

baptize 

with the 

Holy 

Spirit 

and a 

refining 

fire. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

“H oly Waiting.”  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 3:7-18 

Indeed by going further 

with his image of the axe 

cutting at the ROOTS 

of the tree - as compared 

with cutting at the trunk of 

the tree - John is 

deepening the meaning of 

repentance to be RE-

ROOTING.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Stephen’s, Bloomfield; St. George’s, Bolton; 
Trinity, Branford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Those who advocate at the local, state, national, or 
global level for the poor, the lonely, and the oppressed. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, 
Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary 
DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, 
Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, 
Anja, Rhonda, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing. 
.....the people of the Solomon Islands; the people of Seychelles; Diocese of Kitale - (Kenya) 
The Rt Revd Stephen Kewasis; and our sister and brother members of the Old German 
Baptist Brethren, New Conference. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....St. Thomas, Bethel and the Bethel Community Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections during the month of December. 
.....Advance Auto Parts, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Poor and Neglected. 
.....That we may take time to be grateful to God, who is the ultimate giver of all gifts. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Jay Trott’s mother Betty currently at Candlewood Valley Rehab with a pulmonary 
embolism and is not eating, drinking or moving much.  She is 98 years old and needs 
prayers for comfort and peace.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Christmas Greeting 
 

Christmas can be a 
heartwarming time of 

family and togetherness, 
of presents and ornaments, 

but what is Christmas 
really all about?  This 

delightful video shares the 
true meaning of 

Christmas. 

Scalzo vid 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Stephens-Episcopal-Church/159522897404455
http://www.stgeorgesboltonct.org/
https://www.trinitybranford.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solomon_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seychelles
https://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=kenya&dio=kitale&pos=bishop-of-kitale&posID=19220
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_German_Baptist_Brethren,_New_Conference
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_German_Baptist_Brethren,_New_Conference
http://www.stthomasbethel.org/
https://bethelcommunitypantry.org/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/35.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3sNyZ1RSEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3sNyZ1RSEk
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Wacky Nativity SetsWacky Nativity Sets  

This little piggy went to market,.this little piggy ...  

Aflac! 

“Cheese Us Christ 

is born!” 

This nativity set has gone to the dogs! The 3 Irish 
wise guys have clover, gold & Guinness! 

A Bacon Nativity? 

Weren’t Jesus, 

Mary & Joseph 

Jewish? 

Not in good taste, 

but still tastes good. 
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Random Fact of 

the Week! 
 

Did you know … 

that the hollow 

Pwllpriddog Oak is 

said to have been 

used as the hiding 

place of a king, a 

meeting spot for 

lovers, a pig sty, a 

duck roost, and a 

music venue?  

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pwllpriddog_Oak
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

