
   

    Labor Day 
 

I 
 have long been a fan of historical fiction as a way of “getting inside” different 

times and places.  In the hands of a good author, the broad strokes of history come 

alive in the lives of particular people.  It’s one thing to talk about the dates, 

locations, and participants of this battle or that uprising.  It is something else to imagine 

what it was like to be in the thick of things, to feel the impact of changes in human lives.  

Best of all, when I read historical fiction I am reminded that humanity has been faced with 

new challenges in the past, and come up with astounding ways to overcome adversity. 

I’m in the middle of a book like that now, a sweeping epic about World War I that uses 

a huge cast of characters in different locations and situations to help the reader understand, 

and even vicariously experience, the complexities and challenges we as a species faced over 

a century ago.  Out of that tumultuous time the labor movement was born as a way of 

guarding the safety and well-being of workers.  Concepts such as weekends, sick leave, and 

occupational safety emerged from laborers coming together to make the bold claim that 

individual people are not disposable units, to be used and discarded, but rather are deserving 

of health, respect, and dignity. 

This isn’t a defense of any particular political or economic system.  We know that any 

system conceived of by human beings can be contorted to benefit the few and leave most 

people wanting.  Rather it is a reminder that, as children of the Creator of the Universe, 

each one of us is born with the indwelling Image of God.  Regardless of the circumstances 

of our birth, we are all worthy of dignity.  That can be hard to remember when the work we 

do feels endless, or our efforts go unappreciated, or when there are more bills to pay then 

there are hours to earn money. 

In the eyes of Jesus, himself a day laborer and itinerant teacher, each one of us is worthy 

of love, grace, and mercy.  “Come unto me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  Our lives, including our 

labor, have dignity and value.  And that each of us 

deserves the opportunity to rest 

Grace and Peace - 

T+ 
 

A Collect for Labor Day 

Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with 

another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all other 

lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it 

not for self alone, but for the common good; and, as we 

seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful 

of the rightful aspirations of other workers, and arouse 

our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.    

    -Book of Common Prayer, p. 261 

        E-Connections 
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5K Harvest Walk to End Hunger 

 

Southbury-Woodbury Interfaith Ministries is sponsoring 

this annual event during Hunger Action Month- September 
 

A  benefit 5K walk to support emergency food assistance programs in Woodbury, 

Southbury and Waterbury will step off from Mitchell Elementary School in 

Woodbury at 1 pm on Sunday, September 15th.  The seventh annual Harvest Walk to End 

Hunger, organized by Southbury Woodbury Interfaith Ministries, will raise funds for the 

Community Services Council of Woodbury, the Southbury Food 

Bank and Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministries.  

Participants in the Harvest Walk will check in from noon 

to 1 pm at the assembly site in the Mitchell School 

parking lot.  Requested donations for registrations on 

site will be $20 for each walker, with a family 

donation rate of $50; children under 12 years of age 

are invited to participate at no cost with an 

accompanying adult.  Walkers under 18 years of 

age must obtain the signature of a parent or 

guardian to authorize their participation in the 

event. 

 Representatives of faith community, youth and 

civic organizations who wish to walk as a group should 

inquire about special participation rates at 

swinterfaith@gmail.com.  Early-bird online registrations through 

August 31st will qualify for reduced participation rates of $15 per walker and $40 per 

family.  To register online or to print registration forms to complete and submit in advance 

of the walk, go to the SWIM website at http://swim-ct.org and click the “Harvest Walk 

2019” link.  Please join us and thank you for raising awareness about the food insecurity that 

our neighbors in need face every day. – Wishing you peace, Bob Taylor, CSCW president 

 

Joel and Lori Cook, our St. Paul’s representatives, have been attending the organizational 

meetings along with Pastor Tuesday.  They are looking forward to more participation from 

the congregation this year.  The plan is to proudly carry the St. Paul’s banner, sing, and have 

a great time walking the 3.2 miles or any portion one chooses to do. 

There is a display in the Pearson Room with more information and sign up sheets to walk 

or sponsor a participant.  If St. Paul’s gets 10 walkers, we will qualify for the discounted rate 

of $10 per participant.  September 15th is also the day of the Parish Picnic.  So come to 

church at 10 am, eat-drink, 

and walk off those calories 

with delightful company for a 

worthy cause! 

 

QUESTIONS: Lori Cook: 

lsimmons200@gmail.com   

203-598-6155 

  Joel Cook: 

joelcookphoto@yahoo.com 

mailto:swinterfaith@gmail.com
http://swim-ct.org
mailto:lsimmons200@gmail.com
mailto:joelcookphoto@yahoo.com
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sun Sept   1st TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Tue Sept   3rd 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
Wed Sept   4th 12:00 pm Men’s Luncheon, Charcoal Chef 
  6:30 pm Wednesday night Meditation 
Fri Sept   6th 9:00 am Friday Morning Meditation 
Sat Sept   7th 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Sept   8th THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  9:00 am Holy Eucharist 

Rev Tuesday, 

I just wanted to quickly write 

you and say thank you for the 

card that your congregation 

left at Adath Israel in 

Newtown this weekend. I’m a 

transitional deacon at St John’s 

in Waterbury, and my fiancée 

and her family grew up in that 

synagogue. On Friday night, 

we had a special Shabbat service where they honored our marriage that is approaching on 

September 1. We left the synagogue at 9 PM Friday, and by 7 AM on Saturday the anti 

Semitic graffiti had been written. This coming Saturday, we return to the synagogue again 

on the eve of our wedding. It was deeply troubling to think that as we celebrated new life 

and love, such evil lurched in the shadows—not in some figurative sense, but embodied 

in hateful language aimed to instill fear. 

All that is to say that it has been difficult to reconcile those two things coexisting in that 

place on Friday evening, and to see my 

fiancée cry and say that she is afraid. She 

also cried when she turned her phone 

towards me and showed a picture of your 

card—this time not tears of fear, but of 

consolation. I had struggled in thinking of 

what to do surrounding this situation, and I 

so sincerely commend you for responding to 

having seen something horrid by asking what 

small gesture you can do to increase God’s 

love and sense of healing in this world. 

These gestures may seem small, but their 

impact was not insignificant in my 

household. Again, thank you. I am sure we 

will cross paths at convention or some other 

clergy event this year—I will be sure to say 

hello. God bless you and your parish family 

in Woodbury. 

Peace, 

Rev Mike Reardon + 
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Lifetouch Photo Directory Update 

G ood news!  Our new photo directory has arrived!  
Copies, marked with name tags, will be available to 

all active St. Paul’s parishioners.  Please take your copy, 
found in the Narthex of our church.  If you are a visitor and 
would like a directory, please contact Gaby Drews at (203) 
888-7013 for a free copy. 

I am so grateful to all participants who cheerfully came out 
to have their pictures taken.  This would not have happened 
without you!  My heartfelt thanks to all of you!!  Gaby 

“D o not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some 

have entertained angels unaware.”  Blessed are 

those who make service to others an ingrained 

part of their stewardship lives.  “Pay it forward” 

and “pass it on” are current mantras for some in 

our society.  We have been so blessed by our 

Creator that these reminders should be 

welcomed and, yes, sought out tasks for us. 
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Christopher Concert 
 

W e have been pleased to welcome Christopher 
Houlihan, guest organist, to St. Paul’s this 

summer. Later this September, he will be performing 
with the Hartford Symphony Orchestra in a special 
concert as part of the 2019 Albert Schweitzer Organ 
Festival. Details are below. 

Music for Grand Organ and Orchestra  
Friday, September 27th at 8pm and Sunday, September 
29th at 3pm 

Carolyn Kuan, conductor and Christopher 
Houlihan,  organist 
Trinity College Chapel, 300 Summit Street, Hartford 
Tickets and more information are available at 
www.hartfordsymphony.org 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite 

the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 

blessed indeed will you be because of their 

inability to repay you." Luke 14:13 -14 
 

W e have a difficult time with the 

concept of giving without 

expecting something in return.  Even when 

we give to charity we often want something 

in return - a raffle ticket, a dinner, or a 

chance to play golf.  Yet, as Christian 

stewards we need to remember that the true 

reward for our giving awaits us in heaven. 

 

 

As a 

follow up to 

the kids’ 

collection 

project. 

Diapers were 

very much 

appreciated 

by Safe 

Haven of 

Waterbury!  

Save the Date 

Sunday, September 

15th 

after the 10 am service 

Lay Schedule - We are working 
on our autumn lay schedule.  
Please contact the parish office 
with your availability. 

http://www.hartfordsymphony.org
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests, visiting clergy 
and fellow parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

 

 

New Family for New Start Ministry 

 

I 
t’s hard to believe that it has 

already been a month since our 

Afghan refugee family arrived!  

There has been a constant whirlwind of 

activity, from doctors' appointments, to 

shopping, to ESOL lessons, to Social 

Services office visits, to registering the 

boys in grade school, to writing resumes 

for employment, and so much more.  

Their minds must be spinning, because 

ours certainly are!  The good news is 

that they feel safe and comfortable in 

their apartment, the adults wish to start working soon, and all are making 

quick progress with their English skills. 

One challenge we are facing is a shortage of daytime volunteer 

interpreters, forcing us to hire paid interpreter services.  This is VERY costly.  

Can you join with us in meeting this challenge by making a donation to help 

cover our expenses?  No gift is too small, and all donations are tax 

deductible.  Please make checks payable to St. Paul's Church, with "New 

Start Ministry" on the memo line, 

and mail them to St. Paul's 

Church, P.O. Box 5002, 

Woodbury, CT 06798.  

Thank you!  

susan.e.suhr@gmail.com. 

O ur coffee 
ministry 

is looking for new 
participants.  If you 
enjoy hospitality & 
sharing a ministry with a great 
group of women and men - this is 
your calling.  Contact Barb 
Elmore at pickles72@aol.com or 
203 530 2232  

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:susan.e.suhr@gmail.com
mailto:pickles72@aol.com
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E
an informal gathering of men, 
meets for lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  Please join us 
next week!

This Weekend’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

The Lowest Place 
 

Jeremiah 2:4-13  

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet gives voice to the Lord’s bafflement with the 
families of Israel, who have strayed far and no longer seek for God.  The people seem to 

have forgotten their deliverance from Egypt and God’s providential care in giving them the 
promised land.  All have forgotten the Lord; priests, rulers, prophets, and people alike, 
pursuing gods which are no gods, and worthless ways.  The very heavens are appalled that the 
people have turned from God, the fountain of living water. 

 Psalm 81:1, 10-16  

A psalm of festival praise and an exhortation to worship the Lord alone. 
 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  
In this reading Christians are urged to live moral, hospitable, and charitable lives, recalling 

the faith and examples of their leaders, but especially the unchanging Jesus.  The leaders 
referred to are the founders of this church who have now died.  Jesus Christ, however, 
remains with his person, in the past, present, and future.  Scripture says that God will never 
forsake us, and , with the Lord as our helper, there is no need to be afraid.  Therefore one 
should be swift to worship, both in the praise of one’s lips and by sharing and striving to do 
good to others. 

 Luke 14:1, 7-14  

In the gospel Jesus tells a parable about humility and teaches his host that he should invite 
the poor and infirm to his feasts.  Both the parable and the teaching have a still deeper 
significance.  The reign of God is the Lord’s gift, which comes to those who do not presume 
their place in it.  By his actions as well as his words Jesus’ ministry shows that the kingdom is 
open to those who are considered by others to be outcasts.  People who share in God’s ruling 
love and justice are to have a transformed attitude toward the poor and needy. 

J esus reminds us that the calling of a follower is 

to take care of those from whom we can expect 

no reward.  His is not an easy task for many of us. 

 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp17_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp17_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp17_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp17_RCL.html#gsp1
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Tuesday’s Sermons on Tuesday 

 

N 
ow you can watch The Rev. Tuesday’s sermons on Tuesday...or any other day of 
the week for that matter.  Thanks to a new ministry of Rich Baird and Russ 
DePace, 

you’ll now be able to 
watch Tuesday’s sermons 
online.  They are easy to 
find.  They will be on our 
YouTube channel.  Her 
last three weeks are already 
there.  And our YouTube 
channel is easy to find.  Just go to our website, 
StPaulsWoodbury.org, and click on the YouTube icon in the 

top right hand corner.  Voila!  Then click on the sermon you want to watch.  Be sure to 
“Like” them and “Share” with your friends. 

Many thanks to those who donated funds for a new video camera.  Keep watching weekly, 
as we expect to improve quality in the future as we add to our technology. 

 

http://stpaulswoodbury.org/
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, August 31st 
 

5 pm 

Usher  Jeff Leavenworth 

Lectors  Lis Blum, JoAnn Plunske 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, September 1st 
 

9:00 am 

Ushers  Russ DePace, Judie Ferris 

Lectors  Duke Breon, Rus DePace 

Chalicers Peter Bowles, Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Counter Barbara Elmore 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitors:  Betty Lou Bowles, 

 Kathy & Rich Baird 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 7th 
 

5 pm 

Usher  Gaby Drews 

Lectors  Janet Congdon, Karen Nash 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Sunday, September 8th 
 

9:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lector  Beverly Deickler 

Chalicers Beverly Deickler, Richard Snider 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Acolyte  Owen Hale 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitors:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Dory Holmes 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Sept   1st - Contact Barb Elmore to Volunteer 
Sept   8th - Kathy Baird 
Sept 15th - Juli & Tom Calkins 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 
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