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God’s Power Is Our Temple and Our Tower 
 

W 
hat flashed through my mind was the memory of a warm day in early 
September, 2005.  All in an instant I saw again, in my mind’s eye, the 
breathtaking western window welcoming this awe-struck pilgrim, 

inviting her to be part of a millennium’s worth of faith.  It was a Sunday morning, and 
the Thierry organ was put to breathtaking use in improvisations (was it Leguay?  
Lefebvre?  Latry?  I never found out which 
organist was playing that day) on the 
hymns to accompany the chanting of nuns 
in the chancel.  And such chanting!  The 
sound of their voices spread out over the 
vast nave for long seconds, tone melding 
into tone from a single line of melody.  
Kaleidoscopes of notes perfectly 
accompanied the patterns of light, broken 
apart, rearranged, tinted with deep blues 
and reds, and scattered all over majestic 
nave, dappling worshipers and tourists alike.  These memories came and went in 
the blink of an eye, an eye that welled up with tears as I watched flames shoot out 
of the ceiling and the great spire of Our Lady of Paris tumble to the ground. 

What I didn’t know was that at the exact time some 500 firefighters worked to put 
out the blazing cathedral, another fire broke out in one of the prayer halls of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem.  Thankfully, that fire was extinguished quickly and that 
damage it did was minimal.  One day earlier a similar fire to the one at Al-Aqsa 
forced worshipers out of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York.  All three 
of these blazes appear to have been caused by accident.  Recently, three churches 
in St. Landry Parish, Louisiana were burned down as well.  All three churches were 
the spiritual homes of black Christians, all three churches have stood for over a 
hundred years each, and all three churches were the victims of deliberate arson.  
One congregant told the New York Times that seeing the church where she was 
raised and nourished in faith since childhood in its current condition felt, “almost like 
losing a family member.” 

We know that we, the people, are the Church, the Body of Christ.  Ours is an 
embodied faith, one with flesh on it.  And.  Our sacred buildings are part of how we 
express and experience that embodiment.  We devote so much of our energy and 
time to our sacred buildings, to our shared spiritual homes.  How often do I walk into 
our own sanctuary and marvel at the way our 150-year-old chandeliers twinkle in 
the light of day or the glow of candles?  Parish churches such as ours should be 
places of safety - sanctuary - and nourishment, comfort and formation.  Places like 
Notre Dame, Al-Aqsa, and St. John the Divine are homes of homes, places that 
gather large numbers of faithful travelers.  Each in its way fills the pilgrim with a 
renewed sense of wonder, tradition, and the timeless majesty of God.  Violence 
against our houses of worship is worthy of collective anguish. 

During this holiest of weeks, we recall Jesus’ time in Jerusalem.  Luke’s Gospel 
tells us that he spent the week teaching at the magnificent Temple, the spiritual 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Thu Apr 18th MAUNDY THURSDAY 
  10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  6:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service, at Christ Church Bethlehem 
  8:00 pm Overnight Prayer Vigil (Overnight until 8 am) 
Fri Apr 19th GOOD FRIDAY 
  8:00 am Good Friday Service 
  10:00 am Good Friday Children’s Service 
  7:00 pm Ecumenical Good Friday Service, at 1st Congregational 
Sat Apr 20th HOLY SATURDAY 
  8:00 pm The Great Vigil of Easter 
Sun Apr 21st SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION: EASTER SUNDAY 
  7:00 am Ecumenical Sunrise Easter Service, at the Hollow 
  8:30 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:30 am Easter Brunch, Pearson Room 
  10:10 am Egg Hunt 
  10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
Wed Apr 24th 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
  12:00 pm Men’s Luncheon, Charcoal Chef 
  6:30 pm Wednesday Evening Meditation, Seabury Room 
Thu Apr 25th 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  6:00 pm Confirmation Class 
Fri Apr 26th 9:00 am Friday Morning Bible Study, Seabury Room 
Sat Apr 27th 10:00 am Fr. Kuhlmann Burial, Oxford Congregational 
  5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Apr 28th SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  11:15 am Jr. Youth Group, Youth Room 

home of Jews in Jerusalem and across the 
diaspora.  Jesus predicts that the Temple will 
one day be destroyed.  His prediction came 
true when the future Roman emperor, Titus, 
had his armies raze the temple after a long 
siege in 70 CE.  The destruction was so 
complete that the temple has never been 
rebuilt.  Jewish worship was changed radically 
and irrevocably as a result.  And yet there is a 

cold comfort in Jesus’ prediction: even when the unimaginable happens, God’s love 
remains.  As hymn writer Robert Bridges wrote, “Mortal pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown betray our trust; though with care and toil we build them, tower 
and temple fall to dust.  But God’s power, hour by hour, is my temple and my tower.” 

Despite all of our best efforts, training, skills, and resources, sometimes the 
worst happens.  We are encouraged to do our best, to care for what we have, and 
most especially to care for one another (I was heartened to see that, as a result of 
the publicity for the fire at Notre Dame, the churches in Louisiana have received an 
outpouring of donations as well).  In prayer we access the sustaining love of God in 
Christ, a love which is meant to be shared, be that love written in stone or across 
our hearts. 

Grace and Peace, Tuesday + 

(Continued from page 1) Temple / Tower 
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T he youth of St. Paul's are leading a parish-wide outreach project to help others 
through Covenant to Care (C2C).  C2C helps low wage working families with basic 

necessities that are not included in any other aid they receive.  They serve any and all social 
workers and DCF as well as any individual cases in Connecticut.  The youth will be leading 
the collection of diapers and wipes for these families through the week after Easter.  Please 
bring in packages of diaper wipes and/or diapers of any sizes and place them in the marked 
collection buckets under the coat racks in the hallway.  Monetary donations are also 
appreciated.  Thank you to Wendy 
Brazauskas for leading this outreach 
project. 

The Youth in the Confirmation 
Class are also collecting items for 
Covenant to Care hygiene packs 
during Lent.  Please help by 
donating new, small or travel sized 
items such as:  toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, plastic travel 
toothbrush holders, dental floss, 

deodorant, bar soap and plastic soap containers, shampoo/
conditioner, hair brushes, and combs.  Donations may be left 
in the designated collection bucket under the Pearson Room 
hallway coat racks anytime from now up to the Sunday after 
Easter 4/28.  Thank you for supporting this great cause. 

Lent Mission/Outreach Projects 
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†  Stewardship Reflection 
 

““I tell you, Peter, before the cock crows this day, you will deny 

three times that you know me.”  (Luke 22:34) 
 

H ow many times have you heard someone make a disparaging 

comment about Jesus or the Christian faith?  How do you 

react?  Do you remain quiet not to cause a disturbance or worst yet, 

because you don’t want your friends or family to think negatively about 

you?  Pray for the courage to speak up and enter into a respectful 

dialogue. 
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“O n this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in 
it.”  May we strive to 

be rejoicing stewards not only in 
the Easter season, but the whole 
year through - always thankful and 
grateful for our many blessings.  
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

†  The Season of Easter 
 

E aster is full of stories: braves stories of disciples witnessing to their new faith in the 

risen Jesus; mysterious, wondrous, and challenging stories of an empty tomb and 

Jesus alive, bringing joy and courage to friends who had denied him, who were fearful and 

disheartened.  “Peace be with you.”  “I have seen the Lord.”  The Lord has risen indeed!”  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (John 20:18-19; Luke 24:34; Matthew 

28:19). 

 Early on the first day of the week, Jesus comes to 

Mary, who at first mistakes him for the gardener.  

“Mary!” he says to her, and she recognizes her risen 

Lord (John 20:11-18).  Later that day he is a wayfarer 

opening the scriptures for Cleopus and another disciple 

who are on their way to the village of Emmaus, where 

he will be known to them in the breaking of the bread 

(Luke 24:13-35).  Then Thomas cannot believe unless 

he sees and touches the marks of the nails and the 

wound in Jesus’ side.  A week later Jesus stands among 

them and invites Thomas to reach out and touch.  “My 

Lord and my God!” Thomas responds (John 20:24-29).  

Several weeks afterward, disciples are fishing on Lake 

Galilee (or Tiberias) when, just after daybreak, there is 

Jesus standing on the beach, though at first they do not 

recognize him (John 21:1-14). 

 There are yet more stories of Jesus’ appearing to 

his disciples.  Paul tells of an appearance to more than 

five hundred brothers and sisters at once (1 Corinthians 

15:6).  Sometimes they are frightened and doubting, thinking they may have seen a ghost, 

before their fears are overcome and they are filled with new hope and joy (Luke 24:36-43). 

These are, indeed, wondrous and challenging stories in which Jesus is at first often not 

recognized.  But there must have been something in the timbre of his voice.  They see his 

scars.  They know him in the breaking of the bread - in the sharing of the bread and wine.  

The Spirit of Jesus is alive among them!  God’s love overcomes even the mighty power of 

death.  The disciples can tell his stories again and then eat of the bread and wine with him.  

They can again tell of the inbreaking kingdom of God and proclaim the Lord Jesus who now 

is King of the realm of God’s ways.  He not only spoke the words of God to them, he 

himself is God’s Word of new life to all people.  They have joy to share, a witness to offer, 

a service to render.  Fear and guilt in their lives have been replaced by peace and a new 

faith, and we are now called to retell their stories and help bring peace, renewed faith, joy, 

courage, and love to the world. 
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St. Pal’s  “The  Empty  Tomb” by Edwin Hord 

“I’m not telling Pilate, you tell him!” 

 

New Start Ministry: Looking for Employment Assistant 

Volunteers  

The New Start Ministry is in need of a couple volunteers to assist with 

employment issues.  Tasks include helping to construct a resume, coaching 

on employment interview skills, scouting out entry level jobs for people with 

limited English, and accompanying the refugees on visits to potential 

employers, and so on.  This work is preformed 

in coordination with other New Start Ministry 

team members, especially those team 

members responsible for transportation, ESOL, 

housing and finance. 

 If you are interested, please email Susan 

Suhr at susan.e.suhr@gmail.com. 

Rector Listing 
 

    The next time you are in our narthex, be sure to 
check out our Rector sign board.  It has been 
updated to include The Rev. Tuesday.  A big 
thank you to Evan Jones for coordinating this 
project and to Connecticut SignCraft of 
Naugatuck who did the work gratis. 
 

mailto:susan.e.suhr@gmail.com
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What's Easter Without Eggs? 

 

Did you know? 
 
1.  Eggs are frequently requested by 
patrons of the Woodbury food bank. 
 

2.  Eggs are seldom available to them. 
 

3.  Market 32 has a coupon for  18 
eggs for 99 cents in their weekly sales 
flyer every few weeks. 
 

4.  Shop Rite honors manufacturer's 
coupons from other stores. 
 

5.  You can help by clipping out the coupon, going to Shop Rite to  purchase the eggs, and 
donating them to the food bank on a Friday or Saturday morning.  If delivering them is not 
convenient, leave them at church in the refrigerator, let me know, and I will bring them to 
Bob Taylor.  He will be thrilled! 
 
Kathy Baird   203-264-7585, 203-206-0246, baird001@charter.net 

Patio Paver Campaign 2019 

A re you ready to order a new paver for our St. Paul's Church patio? 
Do you want to replace a paver that may have eroded and can no longer be read? 

Opportunity awaits:  starting April 13th through June 23rd, you can do either or both.  
Forms to order new or replacement pavers will be available in the narthex and or available 
after each service in the Pearson room. 

Instructions will be written on each form, yellow for new inscriptions or pink for 
replacement.  Schematic drawings will also be available to identify where paver should be 
installed.  Inscriptions are limited to 3 lines per paver and each line is allowed 17 spaces.  
Punctuation and spaces count as one space.  These pavers make a wonderful gift of 
celebration, memorial, or a special occasion for family, friend, or pet. 

We are most grateful to the Haynes family for our beautiful patio and the opportunity to 
show our support for St. Paul's Church while creating a 
lasting memory for a loved one. 

Replacement pavers:  $35 each (cost of engraving) 
New pavers:  $100 
For questions or more information please contact Mariana 

Daniels 203-263-6308 or e-mail danielsmp@aol.com. 
Barbara Elmore 203-530-2232 or e-mail 

pickles72@aol.com. 
Watch for the upcoming raffle!  Date and par ticulars 

to be announced.  You may win a new paver. 
Place completed forms with checks made out to St. Paul's Church and write 'SPC paver' 

in memo line.  Place both in mail box marked Patio Pavers. 

Easter Egg Hunt Donations - There will be an Easter egg hunt this year 
between the two Easter Sunday services.  We have plenty of plastic eggs, 
but need candy to fill them.  There is a container under the coat racks in 
the hallway marked "Candy Donations."  Please consider bringing in a 
bag of small individually wrapped candy (no nuts) like Hershey kisses, 
chocolate eggs,  Starburst, etc. by Palm Sunday, April 14.  Thank you. 

mailto:baird001@charter.net
mailto:danielsmp@aol.com
mailto:pickles72@aol.com
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A lmighty God, who through 
your only-begotten Son 

Jesus Christ overcame death and 
opened to us the gate of everlasting 
life: Grant that we, who celebrate 
with joy the day of the Lord's 
resurrection, may be raised from the 
death of sin by your life-giving 
Spirit; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and 
for ever.  
Amen.  
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Name Tags - 

Please be 
courteous to 
newcomers, 
guests, 
visiting clergy 
and fellow 
parishioners, by 
extending a warm welcome to them and 

by wearing your name tag.  
And remember to wear them 
to coffee hour as well. 

Father Fred’s 
Burial... 

will take place on 
April 27 at 10 am 
at Oxford 
Congregational 
Cemetery (St. 
Paul’s), 
Governor's Hill 
Road, Oxford. 

  Food Collection 
Sunday -The third 
Sunday of each 
month (that’s this 

Sunday!)  We encourage 
everyone to bring in food 
donations for the 
Woodbury 
Food Bank. 

It’s Time for Another 

Trip 

Get your passports ready.  

Join David Szen & others this 

year as we are going to England 

and Scotland (with an optional 

Ireland extension).  We’ll 

explore our Anglican roots and 

the beginnings of the Episcopal 

Church.  We’ll see all the top 

sites in London, Stonehenge, 

Oxford, Cambridge, Canterbury 

and York before heading to 

Edinburgh and Aberdeen, 

Scotland.  This trip is loaded 

with extras. 

Pick up a brochure in the 

Pearson Room. 
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Tuesday’s Sermons on Tuesday 

 

N 
ow you can watch The Rev. Tuesday’s sermons on Tuesday...or any other day of 
the week for that matter.  Thanks to a new ministry of Rich Baird and Russ 
DePace, 

you’ll now be able to 
watch Tuesday’s sermons 
online.  They are easy to 
find.  They will be on our 
YouTube channel.  Her 
last three weeks are already 
there.  And our YouTube 
channel is easy to find.  Just go to our website, 
StPaulsWoodbury.org, and click on the YouTube icon in the 

top right hand corner.  Voila!  Then click on the sermon you want to watch.  Be sure to 
“Like” them and “Share” with your friends. 

Many thanks to those who donated funds for a new video camera.  Keep watching weekly, 
as we expect to improve quality in the future as we add to our technology. 

 

http://stpaulswoodbury.org/
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  C onfirmation - Please pray for this year’s 
confirmands: Anna Culkin; Chris Culkin; 

Paige Daigneault; Erica Dionne; Nicole Dionne; 
Owen Hale; and Hannah Kimball.  The 
Confirmands will offer their Bible Memory Verses 
and Teachings on April 28th at the 10:00 service.  
The Confirmation services will be on May 4th with 
Bishop Douglas at 10 am at Camp Washington. 
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

He Is Risen! 
 

 Isaiah 65:17-25 

I n this reading from the Hebrew Bible we hear of a blessed time when God will 
overcome many of life’s shortcomings and frustrations.  A prophet probably wrote 

these words in a period after the people had returned from exile but while there was still 
much cause for discouragement.  A new order will come for Jerusalem.  No longer will 
children die young or workers not know the fruits of their labor.  Even the animals will 
enjoy a new age. 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
A festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation. 
 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
In this lesson Paul describes the plan of the resurrection age: it has begun with Christ’s 

rising, and this event gives us confidence that God will defeat death, the last enemy.  Some 
of the Corinthians either doubted Christ’s resurrection or held that Christians could already 
live a fully resurrected life in the spirit without any regard for the body.  Paul insists on the 
reality of Christ’s rising, which has made possible the hope of a new life in a world where 
all presently die. 

 Luke 24:1-12  
Our gospel tells of the discovery of the empty tomb and Jesus’ appearance to Mary 

Magdalene.  While it is still dark, Mary comes and finds that the stone used to cover the 
tomb has been moved away.  She runs and brings Peter and another disciple whom Jesus 
loved.  Although no human eye catches sight of Jesus’ rising from death, these first 

witnesses see the 
discarded grave 
wrappings and the 
other disciples 
perceives and believes.  
Mary remains weeping 
at the graveside and 
talks with a man she 
assumes to be the 
gardener.  He speaks 
her name, and she 
knows her Lord. 

T he gloom and the sadness of the 
last few days is replaced on 

Easter.  Even when things seem their 
darkest.  God finds a way to burst 
through!  Even though the clouds may 
hide it, the sun is always shining. 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#EPISTLE
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#gsp2
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Matthew Daly Lehman 
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, April 20th 

8 pm 

Usher  Barbara Grant 

Lectors  Barbara Grant, Karen Nash 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Sunday, April 21st 

8:30 am 

Ushers  Colin Harley, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicer Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

13:00 am 

Ushers  Laura & Russ DePace 

Lectors  Ed Daigneault, Peter Bowles 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Wrey Trompeter 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Acolytes Maddie & Paige Daigneault 

Counter Peter Bowles 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitor:  Mieke Weggeman 

 

Saturday, April 27th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Janet Congdon, JoAnn Plunske 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, March 28th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Maureen & Jack Well 

Lector  Beverly Deickler 

Chalicer Beverly Deickler 

Intercessor Isobel Moore 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Duke Breon, Betty Lou Bowles 

Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Ed Hord 

Intercessor Peter Bowles 

Acolyte  Owen Hale 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitor:  Bonnie Leavenworth 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

 
Contact Barbara Elmore to Volunteer 
 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 
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