
   

    

Intimacy with God 
 

S 
ince I was a girl I have loved the work of Impressionist painters.  Now their 

works are ubiquitous, reproduced on notecards and mugs and t-shirts, on view in 

what seems like every dentist’s office in the country.  I had a similar framed print 

in my room, and would look at it for long stretches of time, admiring light colors, the way 

you could see the brush strokes, the way an abstract daub of paint could become one in a sea 

of red poppies.  The images were like photographs in that they captured a moment and like 

poems in that they left space for the 

imagination to fill in the details.  They were 

a fleeting look at an intimate experience. 

One of the most beloved artists from this 

group was Mary Cassatt.  She was a 

Philadelphia native who lived much of her 

working life in Paris.  As a woman, Cassatt 

had difficulty getting access to the same 

kinds of things her male peers did: gallery 

opportunities, models, and cafés where 

artists gathered.  But she did have access to 

something many of her colleagues did not: 

the private world of mothers and children.  

Cassatt painted her friends and her sister 

with their children, often in intimate 

moments, such as bathing and nursing.  

These were not paintings to inspire worship, 

as were highly stylized works portraying the 

Madonna and Child.  Rather, they revealed 

what is sacred in everyday life.  Looking at 

her 1890 portrait of a mother and child, we 

feel both the security of the mother’s hands 

holding her child securely in her lap, and the 

child’s hand lovingly holding the mother’s 

cheek.  The love, security, and intimacy of 

the moment resonates in our hearts and 

bodies when we spend time looking at this 

image, a fleeting moment captured, dream-like, with Cassatt’s expert brush strokes. 

In a similar way, we get an image of intimacy in this week’s Gospel reading, Luke 16:19-

31.  This is the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus.  After a lifetime of horrible suffering, the 

poor man, Lazarus, dies.  Verse 22 says that he was “carried away by the angels to be with 

Abraham.”  The translation of the Bible that we use, the New Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV) covers up some of the specialness of that sentence.  The Greek is better translated as 

“carried away by the angels to the bosom of Abraham.”  The image that the original text 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

 

Sat Sept 28th 10:00 am Gardening Angels 
  5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Sept 29th SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  11:30 am Internet Safety Workshop, Pearson Room 
Mon Sept 30th 6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
Tue Oct   1st 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
Wed Oct   2nd 12:00 pm Men’s Luncheon, Charcoal Chef 
  6:30 pm Wednesday Night Meditation 
Thu Oct   3rd 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
Fri Oct   4th 9:00 am Friday Morning Meditation 
Sat Oct   5th 10:00 am Gardening Angels 
  5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Oct   6th SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:15 am Blessing of Animals 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

evokes is loving, comforting, and intimate.  We can imagine the long-suffering Lazarus 

finally being shown the love and care he needs in the lap of the great patriarch of Israel.  In 

my imagination I can hear him humming the tune of that old spiritual, “rock-a my soul in the 

bosom of Abraham, oh rock-a my soul.”  In my 

imagination, the rich man can hear it too, and despairs. 

 God longs for this kind of intimacy with us as much as 

we do with him.  Saint Augustine summarized this 

beautifully in the opening sentences of his proto-memoir, 

“Confessions,” when he wrote that our hearts are restless 

until they rest in God.  In our longing for closeness with 

God, we will sometimes permit poor substitutes to take 

that place.  For the Rich Man in Luke’s story, it was a 

wealth that made him blind to the suffering of his fellow 

human.  For some, notoriety or success take the place.  For 

others it is power and control.  For others still it comes 

from what we can put into the body in an effort to fill up 

what the recovery-movement calls a “god-shaped hole.”  

All of this can feel good for a time, but none of it can 

replace the kind of trust and love that comes from an intimate knowledge of God. 

We do not have to wait until we die to know God, as poor Lazarus did.  We can know 

God in prayer and meditation, in studying God’s scriptures together, in the sacraments, and 

in our community of faith.  We can have a more intimate relationship with our creator by 

noticing, as Mary Cassatt did, the ordinary, sacred moments that give us a glimpse of the 

eternal.  I invite you to notice how the extraordinariness of God has been revealed this week 

in the most ordinary, and the most intimate, ways. 

Grace and Peace,  

Tuesday + 

(Continued from page 1) Intimacy with God 

"Maternal Caress" (1896) 
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Inspired Thank You 

 

T 
hank you to everyone who helped make 

last weekend such a success.  From pre-

concert publicity to housing singers to 

lending bedding to dropping off food to triage-

cleaning the Rectory between meals to front-of-

house-help to setting up and then cleaning up the 

reception to all the other, hidden, necessary details 

that made this possible, you each showed up in 

important and meaningful ways.  St. Paul’s was 

proud to introduce Inspire Choir for Unity to our 

community.  

Last weekend 

was a lot of 

work, a 

positive, life

-giving experience that we shared.  There is a 

deep mutuality in events like this.  Members of the 

choir worked hard to learn, rehearse, and internalize the 

music and poetry.  We worked hard to welcome them 

into our shared church home.  All of us were lifted up 

by the exchange.  This is Jesus in the world. 
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Christopher Concert 
 

W e were pleased to welcome Christopher Houlihan, guest 
organist, to St. Paul’s this summer.  Later this month, he 

will be performing with the Hartford Symphony Orchestra in a 
special concert as part of the 2019 Albert Schweitzer Organ 
Festival. Details are below. 

Music for Grand Organ and Orchestra  
Friday, September 27th at 8pm and Sunday, September 29th at 3pm 

Carolyn Kuan, conductor and Christopher Houlihan,  organist 
Trinity College Chapel, 300 Summit Street, Hartford 
Tickets and more information are available at 
www.hartfordsymphony.org. 

 

“My child, remember that you received what was good 

during your lifetime while Lazarus likewise received what 

was bad; but now he is comforted here, whereas you are 

tormented.  Moreover, between us and you a great chasm 

is established…”          Luke 16:25-26 
 

W hen God created the world He declared that it 

was good and He gave it to all mankind for us to 

enjoy.  However, over the years we have created a chasm 

between those who have great gifts and those who do not.  

In Sunday's Gospel we see that with our own generosity 

we must bridge that gap between those who have much 

and those who have little or we may find ourselves on the 

wrong side of the chasm in the next life. 

http://www.hartfordsymphony.org
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests, visiting clergy 
and fellow parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

 

 

O ur coffee 
ministry 

is looking for new 
participants.  If you 
enjoy hospitality & 
sharing a ministry with a great 
group of women and men - this is 
your calling.  Contact Barb 
Elmore at pickles72@aol.com or 
203 530 2232  

This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, September 30th 
 

St. Michael and All Angels 
 

T he scriptural word “angel” (Greek: angelos) means, literally, a messenger.  

Messengers from God can be visible or invisible, and may assume human or non-

human forms.  Christians have always felt themselves to be attended by healthful spirits - 

swift, powerful, and enlightening.  Those beneficent spirits are often depicted in Christian 

art in human form, with wings to signify their swiftness and spacelessness, with swords to 

signify their power, and with dazzling raiment to signify their ability to enlighten.  

Unfortunately, this type of pictorial 

representation has led many to dismiss the 

angels as “just another mythical beast, like the 

unicorn, the griffin, or the sphinx.” 

 Of the many angels spoken of in the Bible, 

only four are called by name: Michael, Gabriel, 

Uriel, and Raphael.  The Archangel Michael is 

the powerful agent of God who wards off evil 

from God’s people, and delivers peace to them 

at the end of this life’s mortal struggle. 

“Michaelmas,” as his feast is called in England, 

has long been one of the popular celebrations of 

the Christian Year in many parts of the world. 

Michael is the patron saint of countless 

churches, including Mont Saint-Michel, the 

monastery fortress off the coast of Normandy 

that figured so prominently in medieval English 

history, and Coventry Cathedral, England’s most 

famous modern church building, rising from the 

ashes of the most devastating war of our time. 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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          Canned Corn, Canned Pasta, 

          Canned Chili, Baked Beans 

          Canned Spaghetti, Canned Fruit 

          Canned Vegetables, Cereals,  

          Oatmeal Packets 
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Lifetouch Photo Directory Update 

G ood news!  Our new photo directory has arrived!  
Copies, marked with name tags, will be available to 

all active St. Paul’s parishioners.  Please take your copy, 
found in the Narthex of our church.  If you are a visitor and 
would like a directory, please contact Gaby Drews at (203) 
888-7013 for a free copy. 

I am so grateful to all participants who cheerfully came out 
to have their pictures taken.  This would not have happened 
without you!  My heartfelt thanks to all of you!!  Gaby 

 

Gardening Angels: 

The Landscaping and Garden Ministry! 
 

I want to share some good news.  St. Paul's offers another opportunity for 

parishioners to come together to beautify and maintain our church grounds 

and have some fun, too - the Landscaping and Garden Ministry! 

Many of you have expressed an interest directly, and 

also many have in the past worked on our church 

yard or who have gardening experience. 

A brainchild of our own Richard Snider, this ministry 

will enable St. Paul's Church to sit amidst a well 

kept landscape on Main Street, furthering our 

welcoming tradition.  Already several people have 

stepped forward to join our group. 

Our first meeting and work session will be Saturday , September 28th at 

10:00 am.  We will meet in front of the church to first discuss our plan of 

action for the morning.  Please bring your own gardening tools such as 

kneeling pad, garden gloves, spade, etc. 

Richard and I believe that our presence working outside the church will also 

provide an unspoken invitation to passersby and spark an interest to see 

"...what's happening at St. Paul's?" ! 

Please mark your calendar for this first session and those to follow: October 

5th, 12th and 26th. 

Rumor has it that donuts and coffee will be provided! 

Looking forward to sharing this ministry with you, 

Dory Holmes 
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Message from the Junior Warden 

Our newly formed Property Committee provides a larger pool of expertise 
in making decisions regarding maintenance and repair issues on the church 
and Rectory.  It also assists the Junior Warden in making recommendations 
to the Vestry for new projects. 

In this past month, we have been busy examining the need to remove the 
dying courtyard maple tree, researching sanctuary painting, and roofing for 
the Parish Hall and Seabury Room.  All three projects have been discussed 
by the Executive Committee and Vestry for a long time. Removal of the 
maple tree this week eliminated the risk of more branches falling (possibly 
on parishioners), leaves and debris accumulating in gutters, and growth of 
algae and moss on nearby roofs. 

Painting estimates for the sanctuary are being 
gathered and painting of pews and kneeler repair will 
soon be included.  In addition, a three phase plan for re-
roofing the Parish hall and Seabury Room was 
suggested and a variety of roofing materials are being 
considered.  All information and recommendations will 
be given to the Vestry for their approval.  If either painting or 
roofing projects are approved, they would not begin until Spring, 2020. 

 
Dory Holmes 

Progressive Dinner 
 

T he 4th annual town wide Progressive Dinner is scheduled for Sunday, October 13th.  
Beginning at 4:30 pm hors d'oeuvres will be served at St. Paul’s or St. Teresa’s 

churches, followed by dinner, dessert, and silent auction at the Woodbury Senior/
Community Center at 6:00 pm. 
 This event is a combined effort of all the Woodbury faith communities and 
supports the Community Services Council of Woodbury.  The Food Bank, 

Energy/Crisis assist programs, and Holiday Program for people in need in the town 
of Woodbury.  In the past 3 years these combined events have raised approximately 
$18,000. 
 Seating is limited to 120 seats so get your tickets early to insure a seat.  There is 
also opportunity to purchase a $30 ticket as a sponsor which affords a client from 
the food bank a chance to go to the dinner.  They are most grateful for a time to go 
out to dinner. 

Thank you for supporting this wonderful event.  For tickets contact Judy Harmon, (203)-
263-3670. 

W hat a difference it would have made for Lazarus if the rich man, had 

showed him even an iota of the mercy and favor God had modeled for 

him in his pampered life.  But the scales are eventually balanced, and Lazarus 

finds a lasting home near God, while the rich man is 

condemned to suffer for eternity.  How often do we question 

why “bad things happen to good people,” but take little 

comfort in God’s promise to balance the scales gloriously in 

His good time?  Must be because we’re human and can never 

know the many mysteries of God … we just have to trust … 

and how hard and unsatisfying that can be! 



10  

 

E
an informal gathering of men, 
meets for lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  Please join us 
next week!

This Weekend’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

True Fulfillment 
 

 Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson Jeremiah, confined in King Zedekiah’s palace in 
Jerusalem for prophesying King Zedekiah’s capture by the Chaldeans and the fall of 

Jerusalem, engages in a prophetic action.  He purchases family land from his cousin and, as a 
public proceeding, Jeremiah gives his secretary Baruch the task of sealing and securing the 
deed.  All of this indicates that, unlike the present time of calamity, the days will once more 
come when commerce and the buying and selling of property are possible.  The state of siege 
will end. 

 Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
A hymn of trust in the Lord.  God will guard and deliver the one who loves and seeks 

refuge with God. 
 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
In this lesson Paul exhorts Timothy to be strong with virtues in the race of faith, waiting 

for the appearance of the Lord Jesus.  He warns against the love of money and instructs the 
rich to be generous and to store up the treasure of true life.  Timothy was one of Paul’s trusted 
associates.  Paul refers to his noble confession of faith and now charges Timothy, in the 
presence of God and of Jesus who made his testimony before Pontius Pilate, to keep the 
commandment with purity.  Jesus will appear at the time appointed by the great Ruler and 
Lord, the immortal God, whom no mortal can ever see. 

 Luke 16:19-31 
Our gospel is the story of the life and death of a rich man at whose gate lay a poor beggar 

by the name of Lazarus.  In the next lie their situations are strikingly reversed.  The rich man 
wishes to warn his brothers of the fate that awaits them.  He is told, however, that they do not 
heed Moses and the prophets, they will not listen even if someone rises from the dead.  This 

last comment hints 
that there will 
continue to be a 
callousness toward 
the poor even after 
Jesus’ resurrection.  
The story strongly 
suggest that now is 
the time that an 
irrevocable decision 
must be made. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp21_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp21_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp21_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp21_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, September 28th 
 

5 pm 

Usher  Jeff Leavenworth 

Lectors  Karen Nash, Jeff Leavenworth 

Chalicer Norma Leavenworth 
 

Sunday, September 29th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Maureen & Jack Well 

Lector  Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicer Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Beverly Deickler 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Rich Baird, Judy Ferris 

Lectors  Ed Daigneault, Russ DePace 

Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Mieke Weggeman 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 

Acolyte  Eric Dione 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols 

Eucharistic Visitors:  Bonnie Hammer, 

 Mieke Weggeman 

Saturday, October 5th 
 

5 pm 

Usher  Barbara Grant 

Lectors  Lis Blum, Barbara Grant 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Sunday, October 6th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Colin Harley, Joan Wilson 

Lector  Joan Wilson 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Beverly Deickler 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Church School Youth 

Lectors  Church School Youth 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Mieke Weggeman 

Intercessor Church School Youth 

Acolyte  Anna Culkin, Chris Culkin 

Counter Barbara Elmore 

Altar Guild:  Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman, 

Isobel Moore 

Eucharistic Visitor:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

 Nancy Twinem 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 
 

Contact Barbara Elmore to Volunteer 
 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 
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