
   

    September Morning 
 - The Rev. Karen E. Gough 

 

T 
his is my favorite 

time of year, 

especially here in 

New England where the shift in 

seasons is so dramatic.  Rev. 

Gough describes our corner of 

the world very well in her poem/

prayer.  I am especially drawn to 

the phrase “careless grace.”  It 

reminds me that there are 

blessings, even miracles, all 

around us, gently hidden in the 

most ordinary places. 

One of the things that keeps 

us connected with our siblings in 

Christ is our sense of calendar.  

We observe liturgical seasons - 

Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, 

etc. - which are loosely tied to 

the change of seasons in the natural world.  September seems to me to be the embodiment of 

that long stretch in the calendar marked “Ordinary Time.”  It’s the time when we live out the 

regular patterns of our common life for many weeks in a row.  As much as I love festive 

seasons like Christmas and Easter, I may love Ordinary Time the most.  It’s where the so 

much of our lives are lived, where so much of God’s “careless grace” is experienced. 

This weekend marks our return to the school year calendar.  On Sunday we resume our 

8:00 and 10:00 service schedule.  Programs like choir, Children’s Chapel, and Youth 

Sundays begin again.  This fall we will continue in our practices of formation with a 

Thursday night supper and book group in October, and an Episcopal 101 class on Sunday 

mornings in mid-October through November.  Bible Studies and Meditation have started up 

again.  September is the time when summer travelers come home to share the peace with 

snowbirds preparing to migrate south for the winter.  Our cycle of shared life continues to 

turn.  

I hope to see all of you this weekend as we gather together for our Homecoming.  

Everyone is invited to the Fall Picnic on Sunday after church, and to be a part of the Hunger 

Walk after the picnic.  We are a big part of how God’s grace is shared and received.  I look 

forward to reveling in that kind of bounty. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Tuesday + 

        E-Connections 
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The early sun cast its filmy rays 

Upon the trees along my way to work this morning, 

Lighting leaves both green and gold, 

Even the one, dry, brown, and curled, 

That blew down on my windshield and then 

Skittered off, just like a living thing. 
 

 

I drove by trees, and creek and school, 

By houses still sleeping still in shade 

By children, as they stood awaiting 

The yellow bus to take them to their class. 
 

 

Another day begins in light and fog 

With rays that speak of higher love, 

God’s bounty cast with careless grace 

Across the land again. 

Click HERE for a link to our fall calendar. 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

 

Sun Sept 15th FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:15 am Choir Practice 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  11:15 am Homecoming Weekend Parish Picnic 
Mon Sept 16th 6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
Tue Sept 17th 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
  7:00 pm Vestry Meeting 
Wed Sept 18th 12:00 pm Men’s Luncheon, Charcoal Chef 
  6:30 pm Wednesday Night Meditation 
Fri Sept 20th 9:00 am Friday Morning Meditation 
Sat Sept 21st 12:00 pm Inspire Choir Retreat & Rehearsal 
  5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
  7:00 pm Inspire Choir Concert 
Sun Sept 22nd FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 am Boy Scout Breakfast 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

T he Pharisees and the scribes (the “elite”) 

grumble and complain that Jesus welcomes and 

eats with “sinners.”  How do we practice hospitality 

when someone different shows up at the Lord’s table? 
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5K Harvest Walk to End Hunger 

 

Southbury-Woodbury Interfaith Ministries is sponsoring 

this annual event during Hunger Action Month- September 
 

A  benefit 5K walk to support emergency food assistance programs in Woodbury, 

Southbury and Waterbury will step off from Mitchell Elementary School in 

Woodbury at 1 pm on Sunday, September 15th.  The seventh annual Harvest Walk to End 

Hunger, organized by Southbury Woodbury Interfaith Ministries, will raise funds for the 

Community Services Council of Woodbury, the Southbury Food 

Bank and Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministries.  

Participants in the Harvest Walk will check in from noon 

to 1 pm at the assembly site in the Mitchell School 

parking lot.  Requested donations for registrations on 

site will be $20 for each walker, with a family 

donation rate of $50; children under 12 years of age 

are invited to participate at no cost with an 

accompanying adult.  Walkers under 18 years of 

age must obtain the signature of a parent or 

guardian to authorize their participation in the 

event. 

 Representatives of faith community, youth and 

civic organizations who wish to walk as a group should 

inquire about special participation rates at 

swinterfaith@gmail.com.  Early-bird online registrations through 

August 31st will qualify for reduced participation rates of $15 per walker and $40 per 

family.  To register online or to print registration forms to complete and submit in advance 

of the walk, go to the SWIM website at http://swim-ct.org and click the “Harvest Walk 

2019” link.  Please join us and thank you for raising awareness about the food insecurity that 

our neighbors in need face every day. – Wishing you peace, Bob Taylor, CSCW president 

 

Joel and Lori Cook, our St. Paul’s representatives, have been attending the organizational 

meetings along with Pastor Tuesday.  They are looking forward to more participation from 

the congregation this year.  The plan is to proudly carry the St. Paul’s banner, sing, and have 

a great time walking the 3.2 miles or any portion one chooses to do. 

There is a display in the Pearson Room with more information and sign up sheets to walk 

or sponsor a participant.  If St. Paul’s gets 10 walkers, we will qualify for the discounted rate 

of $10 per participant.  September 15th is also the day of the Parish Picnic.  So come to 

church at 10 am, eat-drink, 

and walk off those calories 

with delightful company for a 

worthy cause! 

 

QUESTIONS: Lori Cook: 

lsimmons200@gmail.com   

203-598-6155 

  Joel Cook: 

joelcookphoto@yahoo.com 

mailto:swinterfaith@gmail.com
http://swim-ct.org
mailto:lsimmons200@gmail.com
mailto:joelcookphoto@yahoo.com
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Concert Supports Sandy Hook Promise 

 

Inspire: A Choir for Unity will present Don' t Shoot, Just Listen- a choral 

concert commemorating all those lost to gun violence and seeking to inspire 

unity and peace. The performance takes place at 7:00 PM on September 21 

at St. Paul’s Church, 294 Main St. S. Woodbury, CT.  An hour-long concert, 

performed by the 25-member chamber choir, will be immediately followed 

by an opportunity for all in attendance to share thoughts, feelings, and 

experiences casually over refreshments. The performance includes the third 

iteration of their much-acclaimed inaugural concert Don’t Shoot, Just Listen 

with poet Petra Thombs and youth poet Nathaniel Valdivieso from Urban 

Word NYC.  The music ranges from classical to contemporary, appeals to all 

age groups and is open to the public.  Open seating starts at 6:30. Tickets are 

$10. $20. and $40. and may be purchased at the door or ahead of time via 

https://www.artful.ly/inspire-a-choir-for-unity/store/events. All proceeds go 

to Inspire Choir and Sandy Hook Promise.   

 

Sandy Hook Promise is a national non-profit organization founded and led by several 

families whose loved ones were killed at Sandy Hook Elementary School on December 14, 

2012. Their intent is to honor all victims of gun violence by turning their tragedy into a 

moment of 

transformation by 

providing programs 

and practices that 

protect children and 

prevent the senseless, 

tragic loss of life.  

 

Inspire seeks to 

foster a more just 

society by 

championing the 

work of community 

partners, encouraging 

audience 

engagement, and 

cultivating 

impassioned and 

excellent artistry. They are dedicated to continuing to amplify the crucial work of Sandy 

Hook Promise and support all those fighting to end the epidemic of gun violence. 

 

Inspire is made up of a variety of professional and amateur singers, composers and 

conductors from the U.S. and Canada. With varied musical backgrounds and interests, 

Inspire artists look forward to merging their passions for music and social justice. It is their 

privilege to bring this profound program to CT, the home of Sandy Hook Promise.   

 

Inspire will be singing at the 10 AM service on September 22.  Rev. Tuesday will be 

joining the choir in song during the Saturday 7:00 PM performance.  If you need a ride or 

are available to drive someone to the evening performance, please call Kathy Baird at 203-

264-7585.  If you need assistance paying for a ticket, contact Rev. Tuesday. We are hoping 

for a wonderful turnout for this acclaimed concert. 
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Christopher Concert 
 

W e have been pleased to welcome Christopher Houlihan, 
guest organist, to St. Paul’s this summer. Later this 

September, he will be performing with the Hartford Symphony 
Orchestra in a special concert as part of the 2019 Albert Schweitzer 
Organ Festival. Details are below. 

Music for Grand Organ and Orchestra  
Friday, September 27th at 8pm and Sunday, September 29th at 3pm 

Carolyn Kuan, conductor and Christopher Houlihan,  organist 
Trinity College Chapel, 300 Summit Street, Hartford 
Tickets and more information are available at 
www.hartfordsymphony.org. 

This Sunday! 

Sunday, September 15th 

after the 10 am service 

We are trying to obtain a block of tickets; if we have at least ten people we qualify for a 
group discount making the tickets $30.00.  If you are interested, please see Sue Jacques 
after the 9:00 am service. 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

 

“Everything I have is yours.” Luke 15:31 
 

O ur Heavenly Father gives us everything, 

including the chance to share in His 

eternal kingdom.  Yet, like the Prodigal Son we 

are often lured away by the materialism of our 

society.  Do we really want to turn our backs on all that 

God offers in exchange for a material wealth that has no lasting value? 

The Welcome Committee will 

provide hot dogs, hamburgers & 

veggie burgers along with 

condiments, drinks & potato chips. 

Please bring your potluck side 

dishes: 

salads - 

green & 

macaroni, 

fruit, 

veggies, 

beans and 

for dessert: 

cookies, 

brownies. 

http://www.hartfordsymphony.org
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests, visiting clergy 
and fellow parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

 

 

O ur coffee 
ministry 

is looking for new 
participants.  If you 
enjoy hospitality & 
sharing a ministry with a great 
group of women and men - this is 
your calling.  Contact Barb 
Elmore at pickles72@aol.com or 
203 530 2232  

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, September 14th 
 

Holy Cross Day 
 

T he historian Eusebius, in his Life 
of Constantine, tells how that 

emperor ordered the erection of a complex 
of buildings in Jerusalem “on a scale of 
imperial magnificence,” to set forth as “an 
object of attraction and veneration to all, 
the blessed place of our Savior’s 
resurrection.”  The overall supervision of 
the work - on the site where the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre now stands - was 
entrusted to Constantine’s mother, the 

empress Helena.  In Jesus’ time, 
the hill of Calvary had stood 
outside the city; but when the 
Roman city which succeeded Jerusalem, Aelia Capitolina, was built, the hill was 
buried under tons of fill.  It was during the excavations directed by Helena that a 
relic, believed to be that of the true cross, was discovered. 
Constantine’s shrine included two principal buildings: a large basilica, used for the 
Liturgy of the Word, and a circular church, known as “The Resurrection” - its Altar 
placed on the site of the tomb - which was used for the Liturgy of the Table, and for 
the singing of the Daily Office. 
 Toward one side of the courtyard which separated the two buildings, and through 
which the faithful had to pass on their way from Word to Sacrament, the exposed 
top of Calvary’s hill was visible.  It was there that the solemn veneration of the cross 
took place on Good Friday; and it was there that the congregation gathered daily for 
a final prayer and dismissal after Vespers. 
 The dedication of the buildings was completed on September 14, 335, the 
seventh month of the Roman calendar, a date suggested by the account of the 
dedication of Solomon’s temple in the same city, in the seventh month of the Jewish 
Calendar, hundreds of years before (2 Chronicles 7:8–10). 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:pickles72@aol.com
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          Canned Corn, Canned Pasta, 

          Canned Chili, Baked Beans 

          Canned Spaghetti, Canned Fruit 

          Canned Vegetables, Cereals,  

          Oatmeal Packets 
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Lifetouch Photo Directory Update 

G ood news!  Our new photo directory has arrived!  
Copies, marked with name tags, will be available to 

all active St. Paul’s parishioners.  Please take your copy, 
found in the Narthex of our church.  If you are a visitor and 
would like a directory, please contact Gaby Drews at (203) 
888-7013 for a free copy. 

I am so grateful to all participants who cheerfully came out 
to have their pictures taken.  This would not have happened 
without you!  My heartfelt thanks to all of you!!  Gaby 

 

Gardening Angels: 

The Landscaping and Garden Ministry! 
 

I want to share some good news.  St. Paul's offers another opportunity for 

parishioners to come together to beautify and maintain our church grounds 

and have some fun, too - the Landscaping and Garden Ministry! 

Many of you have expressed an interest directly, and 

also many have in the past worked on our church 

yard or who have gardening experience. 

A brainchild of our own Richard Snider, this ministry 

will enable St. Paul's Church to sit amidst a well 

kept landscape on Main Street, furthering our 

welcoming tradition.  Already several people have 

stepped forward to join our group. 

Our first meeting and work session will be Saturday , September 29th at 

10:00 am.  We will meet in front of the church to first discuss our plan of 

action for the morning.  Please bring your own gardening tools such as 

kneeling pad, garden gloves, spade, etc. 

Richard and I believe that our presence working outside the church will also 

provide an unspoken invitation to passersby and spark an interest to see 

"...what's happening at St. Paul's?" ! 

Please mark your calendar for this first session and those to follow: October 

55h, 12th and 26th. 

Rumor has it that donuts and coffee will be provided! 

Looking forward to sharing this ministry with you, 

Dory Holmes 
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T imothy’s Epistle talks about 

saving sinners and showing 

great mercy.  He says that we are saved 

in order that we might gratefully tell of 

God’s mercy by the example of our new 

lives in Jesus Christ.  Does your prayer, 

giving, worship and service make you 

“An example to those who would come 

to believe in Him to gain eternal life?” 

 

Message from the Junior Warden 

Our newly formed Property Committee provides a larger pool of expertise 
in making decisions regarding maintenance and repair issues on the church 
and Rectory.  It also assists the Junior Warden in making recommendations 
to the Vestry for new projects. 

In this past month, we have been busy examining the need to remove the 
dying courtyard maple tree, researching sanctuary painting, and roofing for 
the Parish Hall and Seabury Room.  All three projects have been discussed 
by the Executive Committee and Vestry for a long time. Removal of the 
maple tree this week eliminated the risk of more branches falling (possibly 
on parishioners), leaves and debris accumulating in gutters, and growth of 
algae and moss on nearby roofs. 

Painting estimates for the sanctuary are being 
gathered and painting of pews and kneeler repair will 
soon be included.  In addition, a three phase plan for re-
roofing the Parish hall and Seabury Room was 
suggested and a variety of roofing materials are being 
considered.  All information and recommendations will 
be given to the Vestry for their approval.  If either painting or 
roofing projects are approved, they would not begin until Spring, 2020. 

 
Dory Holmes 

Progressive Dinner 
 

T he 4th annual town wide Progressive Dinner is scheduled for Sunday, October 13th.  
Beginning at 4:30 pm hors d'oeuvres will be served at St. Paul’s or St. Teresa’s 

churches, followed by dinner, dessert, and silent auction at the Woodbury Senior/
Community Center at 6:00 pm. 
 This event is a combined effort of all the Woodbury faith communities and 
supports the Community Services Council of Woodbury.  The Food Bank, 

Energy/Crisis assist programs, and Holiday Program for people in need in the town 
of Woodbury.  In the past 3 years these combined events have raised approximately 
$18,000. 
 Seating is limited to 120 seats so get your tickets early to insure a seat.  There is 
also opportunity to purchase a $30 ticket as a sponsor which affords a client from 
the food bank a chance to go to the dinner.  They are most grateful for a time to go 
out to dinner. 

Thank you for supporting this wonderful event.  For tickets contact Judy Harmon, (203)-
263-3670. 
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E
an informal gathering of men, 
meets for lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  Please join us 
next week!

This Weekend’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

Seeking the Lost 
 

 Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 

T he prophet’s oracle is for a devastating judgment.  Cities and land alike shall 
become a ruined desert.  The people are utterly rebellious and foolish, and it 

is because of this that calamity must come.  Yet even amid these dire words of 
warning there is seed of hope: “I will not make a full end,” says the Lord, whose 
mercy may be seen in chastisement. 

 Psalm 14 
A psalm of condemnation for the cynical and disbelieving who trample the poor: 

yet the Lord will prevail. 
 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
In this lesson Paul gives thanks to the Lord Jesus and praise to God for the 

salvation of sinners, among whom Paul has led the way.  The apostle (or a later 
author writing for him) recalls his acts of persecution and blasphemy against Jesus.  
But the Lord was merciful to him in his ignorance and unbelief, as he has been to all 
who have come in faith to him. 

 Luke 15:1-10 
In the gospel Jesus tells the two parables of the finding of the lost sheep and the 

lost coin.  The setting helps us to understand that Jesus may have told the story about 
the lost sheep to defend his acts of reaching out to share the invitation of the reign of 
God with those often regarded as beyond God’s concern.  In several ways it would be 
foolish to leave many sheep to go after one stray, but the parable emphasizes the 

lengths to which 
both Jesus and God 
will go to bring back 
one who is missing.  
The second story 
illustrates a related 
theme of the first: 
the great joy that is 
experienced when 
the lost is found. 

 †  Eating with Sinners 

S unday's Gospel begins with a stinging criticism of 
Jesus: he eats with sinners!  Jesus tells three parables.  

They illustrate the joy brought by conversion. 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#ps1
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, September 14th 
 

5 pm 

Usher  Dale White 

Lectors  Barbara Grant, Lis Blum 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, September 15th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Maureen & Jack Well 

Lector  Isobel Moore 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Ed Daigneault 

Lectors  Betty Lou Bowles, Peter Bowles 

Chalicers Peter Bowles, Wrey Trompeter 

Intercessor Susan Suhr 

Counter Peter Bowles 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitors:  Connie Baldwin 

 

Saturday, September 21st 
 

5 pm 

Usher  Gaby Drews 

Lectors  Janet congdon, JoAnn Plunske 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, September 15th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Colin Harley, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Beverly Deickler 

Chalicer Beverly Deickler 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Julie & Tom Calkins 

Lectors  Tom Calkins, Ed Hord 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Richard Snider 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Counter Barbara Elmore 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols 

Eucharistic Visitors:  Joan Wilson 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Sept 15th - Julie & Tom Calkins 
Sept 22nd - Gaby Drews 
Sept. 29th - Sue & Marty Taylor 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 
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