
   

    Broken Vessels 
 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: "Come, go down to the potter's house, 

and there I will let you hear my words."  So I went down to the potter's house, and there he 

was working at his wheel.  The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter's 

hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him.” - Jeremiah 18:1 
 

W 
hat do you do when you break a dish, or a plate, or a cup?  Recently I 

dropped a favorite dish on the counter and watched it shatter into large 

pieces.  I made a frustrated exclamation, sighed, and then got out the broom 

and dustpan to sweep up the broken pieces and toss them into the garbage.  I supposed it 

might have been mended, but it would always look broken, imperfect, with the long cracks 

running through the varnish like scars, making it inferior to its unbroken counterparts.  

Better to toss it, I mused. 

Too bad I didn’t remember the Zen 

practice of kintsugi before discarding the 

pieces.  Kintsugi is the art of repairing 

broken ceramics by using a special kind of 

lacquer with bits of gold dust mixed in.  

The idea is piece which was once broken is 

mended into a new kind of whole.  Rather 

than attempting to hide the scars of repair, 

they are highlighted by the gold, like veins 

in marble.  For Zen philosophers, kintsugi 

is part of a larger practice of accepting 

change, of embracing the flaws and 

imperfections that life has to offer.  

Breakage and repair are part of the history of an object, to be displayed and highlighted 

rather than swept away. 

This seems similar to what God is doing in Jeremiah’s vision.  The vessel that God is 

refashioning represents Jerusalem, which despite the efforts of a master potter has become 

misshapen.  He could throw it away in frustration, and abandon the vessel and sweep the 

bits into the dustbin.  Instead, God, the master potter, reworks the imperfect object into a 

new kind of wholeness. 

All of us have had the experience of failure, of brokenness, of things cracking and 

falling apart.  In those moments, we can wonder where God is, and why God would allow 

what has been holding us together to come to pieces.  In moments like that, I find it helpful 

to imagine God, the master craftsman, carefully gathering up the pieces of my life, of 

mixing the lacquer and fine gold to join me back together to form a new, even more 

beautiful whole.  My flaws and imperfections will always be visible, right alongside the 

evidence of God’s tender care in keeping me together. 

Grace & peace, 

Tuesday + 

        E-Connections 
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Click here for a video about kintsugi. 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:office@stpaulswoodbury.org
https://youtu.be/EBUTQkaSSTY


2  

 

“D o not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by doing that some 

have entertained angels unaware.”  Blessed are 

those who make service to others an ingrained 

part of their stewardship lives.  “Pay it forward” 

and “pass it on” are current mantras for some in 

our society.  We have been so blessed by our 

Creator that these reminders should be 

welcomed and, yes, sought out tasks for us. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Sept   7th 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Sept   8th THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Mon Sept   9th 6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
Tue Sept 10th 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
Wed Sept 11th 12:00 pm Men’s Luncheon, Charcoal Chef 
  6:30 pm Wednesday night Meditation 
  7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Fri Sept 13th 9:00 am Friday Morning Meditation 
Sat Sept 14th 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Sept 15th FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:15 am Choir Practice 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  11:15 am Homecoming Weekend Parish Picnic 
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5K Harvest Walk to End Hunger 

 

Southbury-Woodbury Interfaith Ministries is sponsoring 

this annual event during Hunger Action Month- September 
 

A  benefit 5K walk to support emergency food assistance programs in Woodbury, 

Southbury and Waterbury will step off from Mitchell Elementary School in 

Woodbury at 1 pm on Sunday, September 15th.  The seventh annual Harvest Walk to End 

Hunger, organized by Southbury Woodbury Interfaith Ministries, will raise funds for the 

Community Services Council of Woodbury, the Southbury Food 

Bank and Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministries.  

Participants in the Harvest Walk will check in from noon 

to 1 pm at the assembly site in the Mitchell School 

parking lot.  Requested donations for registrations on 

site will be $20 for each walker, with a family 

donation rate of $50; children under 12 years of age 

are invited to participate at no cost with an 

accompanying adult.  Walkers under 18 years of 

age must obtain the signature of a parent or 

guardian to authorize their participation in the 

event. 

 Representatives of faith community, youth and 

civic organizations who wish to walk as a group should 

inquire about special participation rates at 

swinterfaith@gmail.com.  Early-bird online registrations through 

August 31st will qualify for reduced participation rates of $15 per walker and $40 per 

family.  To register online or to print registration forms to complete and submit in advance 

of the walk, go to the SWIM website at http://swim-ct.org and click the “Harvest Walk 

2019” link.  Please join us and thank you for raising awareness about the food insecurity that 

our neighbors in need face every day. – Wishing you peace, Bob Taylor, CSCW president 

 

Joel and Lori Cook, our St. Paul’s representatives, have been attending the organizational 

meetings along with Pastor Tuesday.  They are looking forward to more participation from 

the congregation this year.  The plan is to proudly carry the St. Paul’s banner, sing, and have 

a great time walking the 3.2 miles or any portion one chooses to do. 

There is a display in the Pearson Room with more information and sign up sheets to walk 

or sponsor a participant.  If St. Paul’s gets 10 walkers, we will qualify for the discounted rate 

of $10 per participant.  September 15th is also the day of the Parish Picnic.  So come to 

church at 10 am, eat-drink, 

and walk off those calories 

with delightful company for a 

worthy cause! 

 

QUESTIONS: Lori Cook: 

lsimmons200@gmail.com   

203-598-6155 

  Joel Cook: 

joelcookphoto@yahoo.com 

mailto:swinterfaith@gmail.com
http://swim-ct.org
mailto:lsimmons200@gmail.com
mailto:joelcookphoto@yahoo.com
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Christopher Concert 
 

W e have been pleased to welcome Christopher Houlihan, 
guest organist, to St. Paul’s this summer. Later this 

September, he will be performing with the Hartford Symphony 
Orchestra in a special concert as part of the 2019 Albert Schweitzer 
Organ Festival. Details are below. 

Music for Grand Organ and Orchestra  
Friday, September 27th at 8pm and Sunday, September 29th at 3pm 

Carolyn Kuan, conductor and Christopher Houlihan,  organist 
Trinity College Chapel, 300 Summit Street, Hartford 
Tickets and more information are available at 
www.hartfordsymphony.org. 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple.” 

  Luke 14:33 
 

W hen we first hear this statement, it seems that 

Jesus is making an unrealistic demand upon us.  

How can we renounce all of our possessions?  We need 

them to live.  However, what we must renounce is the belief 

that they belong to us.  Everything that we have belongs to 

God alone.  All of our resources are entrusted to us not only 

for our own use, but also so that we can help others.  Once 

we renounce the idea that we possess or are entitled to 

anything, it is much easier to share the many gifts that God 

has given us.  Then we truly are His Disciples. 

 

Save the Date 

Sunday, September 15th 

after the 10 am service 

Lay Schedule - We are working 
on our autumn lay schedule.  
Please contact the parish office 
with your availability. 

The Welcome Committee will 

provide hot dogs, hamburgers & 

veggie burgers along with 

condiments, drinks & potato chips. 

Please bring your potluck side 

dishes: salads - green & macaroni, 

fruit, veggies, beans and for dessert: 

cookies, brownies. 

We are trying to obtain a block of tickets; if we have at least ten people we qualify for a 
group discount making the tickets $30.00.  If you are interested, please see Sue Jacques 
after the 9:00 am service. 

http://www.hartfordsymphony.org
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests, visiting clergy 
and fellow parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and by 
wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

 

 

New Family for New Start Ministry 

 

I 
t’s hard to believe that it has 

already been a month since our 

Afghan refugee family arrived!  

There has been a constant whirlwind of 

activity, from doctors' appointments, to 

shopping, to ESOL lessons, to Social 

Services office visits, to registering the 

boys in grade school, to writing resumes 

for employment, and so much more.  

Their minds must be spinning, because 

ours certainly are!  The good news is 

that they feel safe and comfortable in 

their apartment, the adults wish to start working soon, and all are making 

quick progress with their English skills. 

One challenge we are facing is a shortage of daytime volunteer 

interpreters, forcing us to hire paid interpreter services.  This is VERY costly.  

Can you join with us in meeting this challenge by making a donation to help 

cover our expenses?  No gift is too small, and all donations are tax 

deductible.  Please make checks payable to St. Paul's Church, with "New 

Start Ministry" on the memo line, 

and mail them to St. Paul's 

Church, P.O. Box 5002, 

Woodbury, CT 06798.  

Thank you!  

susan.e.suhr@gmail.com. 

O ur coffee 
ministry 

is looking for new 
participants.  If you 
enjoy hospitality & 
sharing a ministry with a great 
group of women and men - this is 
your calling.  Contact Barb 
Elmore at pickles72@aol.com or 
203 530 2232  

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:susan.e.suhr@gmail.com
mailto:pickles72@aol.com
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          Canned Chili, Baked Beans 

          Canned Spaghetti, Canned Fruit 

          Canned Vegetables, Cereals,  

          Oatmeal Packets 
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Lifetouch Photo Directory Update 

G ood news!  Our new photo directory has arrived!  
Copies, marked with name tags, will be available to 

all active St. Paul’s parishioners.  Please take your copy, 
found in the Narthex of our church.  If you are a visitor and 
would like a directory, please contact Gaby Drews at (203) 
888-7013 for a free copy. 

I am so grateful to all participants who cheerfully came out 
to have their pictures taken.  This would not have happened 
without you!  My heartfelt thanks to all of you!!  Gaby 

 

Gardening Angels: 

The Landscaping and Garden Ministry! 
 

I want to share some good news.  St. Paul's offers another opportunity for 

parishioners to come together to beautify and maintain our church grounds 

and have some fun, too - the Landscaping and Garden Ministry! 

Many of you have expressed an interest directly, and 

also many have in the past worked on our church 

yard or who have gardening experience. 

A brainchild of our own Richard Snider, this ministry 

will enable St. Paul's Church to sit amidst a well 

kept landscape on Main Street, furthering our 

welcoming tradition.  Already several people have 

stepped forward to join our group. 

Our first meeting and work session will be Saturday , September 29th at 

10:00 am.  We will meet in front of the church to first discuss our plan of 

action for the morning.  Please bring your own gardening tools such as 

kneeling pad, garden gloves, spade, etc. 

Richard and I believe that our presence working outside the church will also 

provide an unspoken invitation to passersby and spark an interest to see 

"...what's happening at St. Paul's?" ! 

Please mark your calendar for this first session and those to follow: October 

55h, 12th and 26th. 

Rumor has it that donuts and coffee will be provided! 

Looking forward to sharing this ministry with you, 

Dory Holmes 
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E
an informal gathering of men, 
meets for lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  Please join us 
next week!

This Weekend’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

Counting the Cost 
 

 Jeremiah 18:1-11 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet puts forth an allegory for God’s dealings 
with Jerusalem and Judah: it is like the hands of a potter working clay.  Just as the 

potter may be working with a ruined piece of clay running on a wheel, so the potter may 
transform the clay into a thing of grace and beauty.  The Lord is the potter, and the house of 
Israel the clay.  Should the people amend their ways, it is within God’s power to bring about a 
restoration and to shape them once more into a worthy vessel. 

 Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 
With marvelous wisdom God alone perceives the heights and depths of life. 
 Philemon 1-21 
This reading contains most of the letter that Paul sent to Philemon asking that he receive 

back in love the runaway slave Onesimus, who was voluntarily returning to him.  Other 
information indicates that Philemon and Onesimus came from the community of the 
Colossians.  Paul himself is now in prison, perhaps in Rome.  Onesimus means “the useful 
one,” and Paul describes him as a man who has now become very useful.  Evidently he had 
recently been converted to Christ.  Paul does not speak against the institution of slavery, but 
tells Philemon that his relationship with Onesimus is changed now that they are brothers in 
Christ. 

 Luke 14:25-33 
In our gospel Jesus speaks of the necessity of counting the full cost of discipleship.  To 

follow Jesus in the way of the cross means to surrender the whole of one’s life.  Any 
relationship which interferes with this primary commitment must be hated.  Jesus tells the 
crowds two stories to make them consider carefully whether they are ready and able to follow 
him completely. 

J esus seems to talk about possessions a 

great deal.  To be his disciple requires 

saying good-bye to everything which we 

think belongs to us. 

  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp18_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp18_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp18_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp18_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, September 7th 
 

5 pm 

Usher  Barbara Grant 

Lectors  Barbara Grant, Janet Congdon 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Sunday, September 8th 
 

9:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lector  Beverly Deickler 

Chalicers Beverly Deickler, Richard Snider 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Acolyte  Owen Hale 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitors:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Dory Holmes 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Sept   8th - Kathy Baird 
Sept 15th - Julie & Tom Calkins 
Sept 22nd - Gaby Drews 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 
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