
   

    

        E-Connections 
 

When There Is No Hope, There Is Hope 
 

O 
ur Friday morning Bible Study is reading through the entire Bible, bit by bit.  
Right now we are reading through Exodus, the story of how God frees his 
people from slavery in Egypt and leads them to the promised land.  They say the 

first step of any journey is the hardest, and that is certainly true for the Israelites leaving the 
land where they were enslaved.  Exodus 14 tells the story of the newly-freed people walking 
en masse toward Mt. Sinai, and of a ruler who rues the loss of his free labor pool.  Pharaoh 
decides to bring the Israelites back using the most sophisticated military equipment available 
in his day - the fearsome 
chariot.  Trapped between a 
body of water - the Reed Sea 
(sometimes known as the Red 
Sea) - and Pharaoh’s lighting-
fast charioteers, the people do 
what people always do in such 
cases: they complained to their 
leader.  “Weren’t there enough 
graves in Egypt that you took us 
away to die in the desert?  What 
have you done to us by bringing 
us out of Egypt like this?…  It 
would have been better for us to 
work for the Egyptians than to 
die in the desert” (Exodus 14:11
-12). 

We can hardly blame them 
for their utter lack of hope.  We 
all know that changes, even good changes, involve loss.  The Israelites lost the certainty of 
their lives - no matter how miserable that certainty was - for a treacherous uncertainty.  
Anyone who has ever needed to be freed - from an abusive relationship, from addiction, 
from crushing debt, from anger, from long-term illness - knows that the process of gaining 

that freedom can 
be just as onerous, 
just as frightening, 
as standing 
between a raging 
army hell-bent on 
our recapture, or 
drowning in the 
depths of the Dark 
Unknown.  We 
might think, "I 
knew who I was 
before - I was a 
slave to my 
addiction, to my 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sun Jun   9th THE DAY OF PENTECOST: WHITSUNDAY 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:15 am Choir Practice 
  10:00 am Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist 
Mon Jun 10th 6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
Tue Jun 11th 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
  6:30 pm Finance Committee 
Wed Jun 12th 12:00 pm Men’s Luncheon, Charcoal Chef 
Sat Jun 15th 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Jun 16th FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST: TRINITY SUNDAY 
  9:00 am Holy Eucharist 

situation, to my emotions.  If I risk the steps needed for transformation, who will I be?  What 
will I become?"  We might rewrite the passage to read, “It would have been better for me to 
stay in that soul-crushing reality than to die here in the high-risk desert of transformation.” 

Elie Wiesel (1928-2016) was a well-known author, activist, and Holocaust survivor.  He 
wrote about this sense of hopelessness in his book Messengers of God: 

One could see people running, running breathlessly, without a glance backward.  
They were running toward the sea.  And there they came to an abrupt halt: this was 
the end; death was there, waiting.  The leaders of the group, urged on by Moses, 
pushed forward: Don’t be afraid, go into the water, into the water!  Yet, according to 

one commentator, Moses suddenly ordered everyone to a halt: Wait a 
moment.  Think, take a moment to reassess what you are doing.  Enter 
the sea not as frightened fugitives but as free men! 
 Gaining freedom - true freedom - is never, ever easy.  Like 
Wiesel’s Moses, it may require claiming - and reclaiming, and 
claiming yet again - an identity that we don’t quite believe yet, or that 
others do not yet see, or would even take away from us.  But the true 
gift of that claim is dignity: the knowledge that, despite what outside 
forces would have us be, think, or believe about ourselves, we are born 
as Children of God, deeply beloved by our creator despite powers and 
circumstances that seem to say otherwise.  It is one of the gifts of 
baptism - that we choose the Dark Unknown of the water, a reminder 
of our freedom in Christ. 
 The rest of the story goes that Moses raises his staff and the waters 
of the Dark Sea part to allow the Israelites to escape.  He lowers his 
staff and all the kings horses and all the kings men are washed away in 
the tide.  The Israelites claimed their dignity and their freedom without 
knowing what would happen next.  When they reached the other side, 
they were “in awe of the Lord.” 
 When we make the same audacious claim for dignity and freedom, 
we had best be prepared for God to part the waters in ways we could 
never imagine, leaving us, like the Israelites, filled with awe. 
 Grace and Peace, Tuesday+ 

(Continued from page 1) There Is Hope 

Koch Scholarship - the Carolyn A. Koch Scholarship fund honors 
the memory of Carolyn Koch.  A scholarship in the amount 

of $500 will be awarded to a child or grandchild of a member of 
St. Paul’s who is pursuing a career in education, nursing, 
religious studies, social work or a related field in the service 

of mankind.  Applications are available in the parish office. 
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 Building Committee 
This past week Rev Tuesday convened a kickoff meeting of our St. Paul’s Building 

Committee to discuss maintenance, repair & upgrading our beloved facilities.  Committee 

minds present included teacher, architect, engineer and clergy.  Two immediate objectives 

before the Building Committee are to formalize the Junior Warden’s position description and 

then to prioritize facility needs.  Today’s first meeting referenced a long list of short term, 

intermediate and future needs all requiring time, talent and treasure from our parish.  The 

bottom line: We love our Sanctuary, Parish Hall and Rectory and want to keep these 

buildings in top notch condition at affordable cost. 

Stay tuned for updates as the Building Committee continues to bring you, our members, 

better worship and outreach spaces worthy of St Paul’s exemplary spirit.  The journey will 

be long and challenging and doable with every member’s patience and support.  Please feel 

free to reach out to Junior Warden Dory Holmes as well as read future editions of E-

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything and remind you of all that I told you.” 

John 14:26 

T he materialism of our 

society lures us to 

concentrate more on what we want 

than on what God wants for us.  The 

relativism of our world tells us that 

we should be tolerant of all things, 

that there is no absolute truth.  Pray 

to the Holy Spirit to put the right 

words in our mouths when 

challenged about our faith. 

The Holy Spirit Has Arrived 
 

The sound of a "violent wind" from heaven, tongues of fire resting atop each of Jesus' 

followers, speaking in languages unknown to the speakers (but not the hearers) 

- this all takes place as described in a featured reading this Pentecost 

Sunday. 

The Holy Spirit has arrived (understatement alert.) 

Peter steps up, rather amazingly, and reminds the crowd that 

none of this is unexpected. Peter quotes directly from the prophet 

Joel by way of showing all of this is a fulfillment - not a 

befuddlement. 

Many are familiar with the "Seven Fruits of the Spirit" listed 

elsewhere in the New Testament; love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness (Galatians 5:22-23).  Perhaps less-

well-known, at least to me, are the "Seven Gifts of the Spirit" found in 

the Old Testament; ("The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him" (as in the 

tongues of flame at Pentecost!), the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of 

counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord" (Isaiah 11:2). 

Thanks be to God - He makes all things new! 

"And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 

and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the 

Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen." 

-Post communion prayer, page 366, Book of Common Prayer (1979) 
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 Pentecost Sunday - Everyone wear RED and/or WHITE 

 Youth Sunday - Sign Up to participate here! 

 End of Church School Year Celebration with Cake 

 Celebrating our High School Seniors 

 Dramatic Reading with Participation 

 Multi-language Readings 

 Dove Kite in Procession 

 Tongues of Fire/Decorations 

 Special Music 

 Parish Cookout  

SUNDAY - JUNE 9 - 10 AM  

Don’t miss this exciting Sunday worship and fellowship experience for all ages! 

Adults/Teens of all ages are 
encourage to email  

Office@stpaulswoodbury  
to sign up to read the Lord’s 

Prayer in another language you 
know. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rfiPM5kqch1omXTL6TrR8RgsYmnBrktQg-AFa5qTQ9w/edit
mailto:office@stpaulswoodbury.org
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         †  As a Body Is One  
 

T he central point in Paul's teaching is the notion that all of Jesus' 

followers are united.   This is more than a symbolic unity--that 

we are together in a common faith.  Paul believes that there is a real 

physical and mental link between us.  He uses the human body as an 

illustration of this basic thought. 

Your body is a combination of many individual components: hands, 

feet, eyes, bones, etc.  Today, we might compare it with 

a computer that has a monitor, keyboard, central 

processor, modem--all linked together by wires (or even 

wireless).  Each part is harmonized by our brain, or more 

specifically, by our soul.  When the soul leaves the 

body, the individual parts no longer act in harmony. 

 The Holy Spirit is the connecting link in our faith

-body.  He harmonizes our individual gifts for the 

benefit of the whole community. 

Dumpster Delivery!  We're cleaning out the Rectory barn!  A 
dumpster will be delivered to the Rectory next Friday and remain 
up to two weeks as needed.  Volunteers are asked to 
come Saturday, June 15th from 10 am to 1 pm to 
begin the clean out process.  All able bodied men, 
women and teens are needed to carry furniture, milk 
crates and a variety of other items from the barn to the 
dumpster.  Other work times will be announced. 
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Patio Paver Campaign 2019 

A re you ready to order a new paver for our St. Paul's Church patio? 
Do you want to replace a paver that may have eroded and can no longer be read? 

Opportunity awaits:  Through July 19th, you can do either or both.  Forms to order new 
or replacement pavers will be available in the narthex and or available after each service in 
the Pearson room. 

Instructions will be written on each form, yellow for new inscriptions or pink for 
replacement.  Schematic drawings will also be available to identify where paver should be 
installed.  Inscriptions are limited to 3 lines per paver and each line is allowed 17 spaces.  
Punctuation and spaces count as one space.  These pavers make a wonderful gift of 
celebration, memorial, or a special occasion for family, friend, or pet. 

We are most grateful to the Haynes family for our beautiful patio and the opportunity to 
show our support for St. Paul's Church while creating a 
lasting memory for a loved one. 

Replacement pavers:  $35 each (cost of engraving) 
New pavers:  $100 
For questions or more information please contact Mariana 

Daniels 203-263-6308 or e-mail danielsmp@aol.com. 
Barbara Elmore 203-530-2232 or e-mail 

pickles72@aol.com. 
 
Place completed forms with checks made out to St. Paul's 

Church and write 'SPC paver' in memo line.  Place both in mail box marked Patio Pavers. 

C 
ome celebrate Pentecost, our 

graduates, and summer vacation after 

the 10:00 AM service on Sunday, 

June 9.  There will be hot dogs, hamburgers, hot 

wings, beverages, and a special cake.  Donations of 

sides and salads would be appreciated. No need to 

sign up or RSVP; just come and enjoy! 

Not a Dove, Not a Flame, But a Person! 
 

I f you were asked to draw a picture of God the 
Son, you might sketch a young man with long hair 

and a beard.  If you were asked to draw a picture of 
God the Father, you might fashion an image of an older 
man with white hair.  How would you draw a picture of 
the Holy Spirit?  Most artists have been content with 
using images from the Bible--a dove or a flame.  Is this 
adequate? 
 Jesus' description of the Holy Spirit is that of a 
person.  "I will ask the Father and he will send you 
another defender.  When he comes... he will guide you 
to all truth" (Jn 15:16; 16:13).  The best image of the 
Holy Spirit might be that of the Russian Icon by Andrei 
Rublev, a 15th century artist.  He portrays three visitors 
to Abraham mentioned in Genesis 18.  They are 
identical in appearance, though their clothing differs. 
 The point is that God the Holy Spirit is a loving, 
caring and beautiful person.  The Holy Spirit should be 
treated in the same way as God the Father and God the 
Son.  

 

Patio Paver 

Raffle - Here’s 

an opportunity to 

win a new Patio 

Paver with your 

personal 

inscription.  

Raffle Tickets for 

$5 will be offered 

at end of each 

service for the 

next two 

weekends: Sat. 

June 8-9. & 15-

16.  A drawing 

will be held at the 

end of service on 

16th.  If you 

already requested 

a paver , take a 

chance & your 

check will be 

returned !   Good 

luck!! 

mailto:danielsmp@aol.com
mailto:pickles72@aol.com
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It’s Time for Another 

Trip 

Get your passports ready.  

Join David Szen & others this 

year as we are going to England 

and Scotland (with an optional 

Ireland extension).  We’ll 

explore our Anglican roots and 

the beginnings of the Episcopal 

Church.  We’ll see all the top 

sites in London, Stonehenge, 

Oxford, Cambridge, Canterbury 

and York before heading to 

Edinburgh and Aberdeen, 

Scotland.  This trip is loaded 

with extras. 

Pick up a brochure in the 

Pearson Room. 

 

 

New Family for New Start Ministry 

G ood news.  This week our Afghan refugee family arrives!   

An apartment is rented, and will be furnished over the next several 

days.  Thanks to all who donated furnishings.  Looking for a way to help?  

Consider donating gift cards for the family to use: Stop & Shop, Walmart, 

Target and T J Maxx would all be appreciated. Please give the cards to one 

of our team members, or mail to 

New Start Ministry, c/o St. 

Paul's Church, 294 Main 

Street South, Woodbury, CT 

06798  

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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This Weekend’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

Tongues of Fire 
 

 Acts 2:1-21 

T his lesson tells the story of the Holy Spirit filling the apostles and 
empowering them to share the message of the gospel with people of different 

languages.  Clearly this was a most dramatic moment in the life of the early church, 
an experience described in terms of wind and fire.  From this time forward the 
mighty works of God done in Jesus will be told to all the peoples of the earth, 
crossing barriers of language and culture. 

 Psalm 104:25-35, 37 
This psalm describes the wonders of the world created and renewed by the Lord’s 

Spirit. 
 Romans 8:14-17 
In this lesson we hear that when we are moved by God’s Spirit, we become God’s 

children and heirs with Christ.  The Spirit makes this experience possible by 
prompting our lips to call upon God as Father with the same Aramaic word (Abba) 
that Jesus used.  This new relationship means that we are no longer required to be led 
by baser instincts.  Our heritage is life, while we must also learn to share Christ’s 
sufferings. 

 John 14:8-17, 25-27 
In our gospel Jesus tells his disciples that in him the Father has been revealed, and 

he promises the gift of another Counselor, the Spirit of truth, to be with them.  The 
Lord is speaking with his followers on the night before his death.  Soon he will be 
taken away from them, but all that they ask the Father will now grant in Jesus’ name.  
As they continue to love Jesus and keep his commands, the Advocate, the indwelling 
Spirit, will lead them into further truth and give them a profound peace beyond what 
the world can offer. 

Pentecost Reflection 

“T he world isn’t able to 

accept this Spirit.” Jesus 

tells his followers.  Why?  Because 

the world is too preoccupied with 

things that have little or no lasting 

value.  What about us? 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#GOSPEL2
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Tuesday’s Sermons on Tuesday 

 

N 
ow you can watch The Rev. Tuesday’s sermons on Tuesday...or any other day of 
the week for that matter.  Thanks to a new ministry of Rich Baird and Russ 
DePace, 

you’ll now be able to 
watch Tuesday’s sermons 
online.  They are easy to 
find.  They will be on our 
YouTube channel.  Her 
last three weeks are already 
there.  And our YouTube 
channel is easy to find.  Just go to our website, 
StPaulsWoodbury.org, and click on the YouTube icon in the 

top right hand corner.  Voila!  Then click on the sermon you want to watch.  Be sure to 
“Like” them and “Share” with your friends. 

Many thanks to those who donated funds for a new video camera.  Keep watching weekly, 
as we expect to improve quality in the future as we add to our technology. 

 

http://stpaulswoodbury.org/
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Food Collection Sunday  The third 
Sunday of each month, that’s this week, 
we encourage everyone to bring in food 

donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. 
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, June 8th 

5 pm 

Usher  Dale White 

Lectors  Lis Blum, JoAnn Plunske 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, June 9th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Muareen & Jack Well 

Lector  Joan Wilson 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Julian & Luke Ferris 

Lectors  Church School Youth 

Chalicers Ed Hord 

Intercessor Nicole Dionne 

Acolyte  Eric Dionne 

Counter Peter Bowles 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitor:  Bonnie Leavenworth 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

June   9th - Pam & John Pastore, Picnic 
June 16th - Gaby Drews 
June 23rd - Julie & Tom Calkins 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 
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