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December 6, 2018 

Prepare Ye the Way 
 

L ast year I took my nieces to see an exhibit of Oregon-based Laika Film Studios at 
the Portland Art Museum.  Laika is the company that makes feature-length stop-

motion animation films.  My nieces, of course, knew all about these movies - “Coraline,” 
“Para-Norman,” “the Box 
Trolls,” and “Kubo and the 
Two-Strings,” and were 
incredulous that I had never 
seen any of them.  I thought I 
was humoring the girls by 
going to the exhibit, but it 
turned out that I was the one 
who enjoyed it the most. 

As we wandered around 
the displays I was stunned by 
how much detail went into 
the making of each puppet, 
how many critically-
important-yet-teeny-tiny 
parts were needed for each 
frame, how many thousands 
of frames were necessary to 
make an entire film.  I looked at faces that had been made with a 3D printer to change the 
expressions of the puppet-characters - more than 12,000 different faces for one movie!  I 
marveled at miniature clothes that were worthy of inclusion in the Metropolitan Museum 
Couture collection.  My jaw dropped - really! Dropped! looking at sets which were the 

obvious result of skillful, careful 
craftsmanship.  Time lapse videos revealed 
the number of painfully subtle adjustments 
needed to take each of the photographs.  
Each photograph represented thousands of 
adjustments, and it took thousands of 
photographs to make a completed film.  I 
wondered if the stories were any good, 
remembering some of the more dismal 
children’s movies I have watched.  “Wow, I 
hope this is all worth it,” I thought, 
wondering how large the army of artists, 
animators, and other specialists would have 
to be to create such a work. 

When I sat down to watch a couple of them later, I was blown away.  The stories were 
wonderful in the original sense of the word: filled with wonder.  Epic adventures, magic, 
transformation, and redemption were all brought to life through the artistry and skill of the 
stop-motion animation, one careful shot at a time.  All that preparation came together to 
bring life to stories that made me laugh out loud, gasp in surprise, and weep both for sorrow 
and for joy. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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When John the Baptist talks about “preparing the way of the Lord” he is describing a 
project which is no less ambitious in detail.  First century Palestine didn’t have the fuel-
powered diggers that we see now.  They didn’t have dynamite to blast away large chunks of 
rock.  What they did have were hills - lots of them.  As any Roman infantryman knew, it 
took a literal army to build a good road in the rocky, rolling desert where John the Baptist 

roamed.  John is 
describing work 
that has to be done 
by hand, one 
shovel-full and one 
laid brick at a time.  
John’s listeners 
would have known 
what it would take 
to make a highway, 
the awesome 
amount of back-
breaking labor 
needed to make a 
road worthy of 
God.  John’s 
listeners imagined 
that salvation 
would come in the 
form of military 
might, and 
redemption would 
be won in a top-

down display of violence and triumph.  Redemption came instead in the form of a baby born 
to a carpenter in a small country town.  The highway necessary for the coming of God into 
their midst was not one made out of bricks and sand, but involved no less from the hearers. 

As followers of that same Jesus our work is no less detailed, no less exacting.  How 
many small changes of mind do we make in an hour, a day, a year, a lifetime?  How many 
adjustments of attitude, action, word, and deed does it take to shape a life?  The choice to 
follow Jesus isn’t a 
one-and-done deal.  
It is the daily 
practice, the gently 
redirected habit of 
heart (occasionally 
jump-started by a 
total spiritual turn-
around!), to make a 
way for God to enter 
into our hearts.  
Brick by brick, 
frame by frame, the 
small things we do 
adds up to a life that 
helps tell the 
awesome story of 
God’s love. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Tuesday+ 

(Continued from page 1) Prepare Ye the Way 
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 THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Dec   8th 11:00 am Doreen Denison Memorial Service 
  5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Dec   9th SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  4:00 pm Confirmation Class 
Mon, Dec 10th 6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
Tue, Dec 11th 10:30 am Staff Meeting 
  7:00 pm Vestry Meeting, Pearson Room 
Wed, Dec 12th 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
  6:30 pm Wednesday Night Meditation, Sanctuary 
Thu, Dec 13th 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s home 
Fri, Dec 14th 9:00 am Friday Morning Bible Study, Seabury Room 
Sat Dec 15th 5:00 pm Blue Christmas Service 
Sun Dec 16th SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Pageant Rehearsal 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  4:00 pm Confirmation Class 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to our new rector, 
newcomers, guests, visiting clergy and fellow parishioners, by 
extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 
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Milestones - If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; 
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

1 Corinthians 12:26. 
 

Died - Rev. Frederick Kuhlmann 
April 28, 1923 - November 27th. 

 

The Burial Rite for Fr. Fred will be held on January 5 at 11 am. 

Community Services Council of Woodbury 
2018 Holiday Program 

 
The Community Services Council of Woodbury 

invites you to join us in continuing the tradition of 
warming homes and hearts with the special gift of 
compassion during the holiday season. Donations of 
new toys, games, craft items, stuffed animals, books 
and other gifts suitable for children from toddlers 
through teens also will be shared with parents served at the food 
bank. Toy donations may be dropped off at the food bank from 9 
am to 2 pm Fridays and 9 to 11 am Saturdays; we request drop-
offs by the weekend of Dec. 8 & 9 to fill our CSCW “Santa’s Shop” 
with cheer again this year. 

We also gratefully accept donations of gift cards for local retail 
and grocery stores to brighten the holidays for our client families; 
all gift cards received by Dec. 19 will be distributed to our 
neighbors in need in time for the holidays. Financial donations to 
the Community Services Council during our annual Holiday 
Program will meet the special costs of supplying clients of the 
Woodbury Food Bank with turkeys, hams, produce and other 
dinner trimmings for holiday meals, as well as meeting critical 
needs for heating, energy and crisis assistance.  

Check donations and individual gift card donations may be 
mailed to the Community Services Council, PO Box 585, Woodbury 
CT 06798. For more information, contact Bob Taylor at 
community.services.council@gmail.com or (203) 263-3869. Please 
know that your neighbors in need are most grateful for your 
support! 

May your home be filled with joy and peace this holiday season 
and throughout the year, Bob Taylor, CSCW president 

Christmas Flowers - To order Christmas Flowers for memorials or 
thanksgivings you may use the envelopes at the rear of the church or 
send a check including the notation “Christmas Flowers” to the church 

office or place it in the alms basin.  To be listed in the Christmas service 
bulletins, your contribution must be received no later than Dec. 18th. 

mailto:community.services.council@gmail.com
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Christm

as 

Pageant 

Choir Practice 

O nce a month the choir will 

performing an offertory anthem.  

Their upcoming scheduled rehearsals 

will be on December 19th from 7:30 - 9 

pm to rehearse for “Choir Sunday” on 

December 9th and for the Christmas Eve 

service.  Please contact Kristin 

Daigneault with any questions at 

kldaigneault@optimum.net. 

Christmas Bazaar 

T hank you all the many volunteers for helping to 

make a successful 20018 Christmas Bazaar taking 

in over $3,200 dollars to be used for our church.  Best of 

all we received many, many accolades for the layout of 

our Bazaar, the kindness and attentiveness of the workers, 

and especially for our church and new priest who 

impressed everyone.  We will have a Christmas Bazaar 

Review meeting in January which will be announced. 

mailto:kldaigneault@optimum.net
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Woodbury Food Bank Immediate Needs 
 

Here are the priority items the food bank is looking 
for: Salad dressing, fruit cups, ketchup, cereal (not 
corn flakes), frosting, bottled juice, snacks, canned 
potatoes, instant rice, canned chicken, hash, chicken 
combo soup, beef combo soup.  Contact Bonnie 
Leavenworth for more info. 

J oin Bishops Ian T. Douglas and 
Laura J. Ahrens and Qumri 

Pilgrimages for a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, June 9 - 19, 2019.  Visit 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
Jericho, Sea of Galilee, Emmaus, and 
more.  There is an optional 3-day 
extension to Jordan and Petra 
available. More information and 
registration form available here or 
contact David Szen.  

ECCT Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Our Bishops 

 

Welcome Back Katy 

I n March of 1977, we attended St. Paul’s for the first time. Peter & I took our 

daughters Lisa 51/2 and Erin 11/2 to church with us. We struggled to keep 

them quiet. Katy Marsland, age 11, came and asked us if we would like her to take 

them to the Pearson Room so that we could enjoy the service. We were so grateful. 

 

 This past Sunday 

December 2, I introduced 

myself to a young woman at 

coffee hour. And when she 

said “I’m Katy Marsland” 

tears came to my eyes 

remembering her kindness all 

those years ago. “I don’t 

remember doing that” she 

replied when I told her. 

 

 It made me realize again 

how often a kindness is 

remembered by the recipient 

and forgotten by the giver. 

 

Betty Lou Bowles 

https://www.episcopalct.org/holyland2019/
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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F ood Collection Sunday  The third Sunday 
of each month we encourage everyone to 

bring in food donations for the Woodbury 
Food Bank.  The food bank is not able to 

accept items past their labeled expiration date. 

Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon 
the men’s group, an 

informal 
gathering of 
men, meets for 
lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  
Please join us 
next week! 

Wednesday Night Meditation 
On Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm in church all are 

invited to participate in a weekly meditation.  This is 

a simple service of contemplation and discussion 

about a spiritual text followed by 20 minutes of 

sitting together in silence.  The 45-minute meditation 

is free and open to the public - previous experience 

is not required.  Please contact the Rev. Tuesday Rupp, therevtuesday@gmail.com, 

with questions. 

J ohn the Baptist  calls on 

the people of his day to 

prepare 

themselves.  

He calls for a 

change of 

heart that will 

help them be 

better 

prepared to 

“see the 

salvation of 

God.”  Do we 

also need to 

change our 

hearts? 

mailto:therevtuesday@gmail.com
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

Baptism of Repentance 

  

 Baruch 5:1-9 

T his reading offers a tender message of encouragement to Jerusalem, a vision 
of the gracious Lord bringing the people home from exile and leading them 

in glory.  Its imagery of hope and joy is timeless, however, and points to God’s 
ultimate work of salvation. 
 Canticle 16 

A song of thanksgiving and prophecy.  The child will be called the prophet of the 
Most High and will make a way for the Lord. 
 Philippians 1:3-11 

In this lesson Paul greets the new disciples in the town of Philippi, gives thanks for 
their sharing in the gospel, and prays that they may be found without fault on the 
judgment day of Christ.  It is likely that this message of affection and appreciative joy 
was written toward the latter part of Paul’s ministry, perhaps while he was in prison.  
He expresses great confidence that the work of grace begun by God in his converts 
will be brought to fruition. 
 Luke 3:1-6 

The Gospel of Luke sets the prophetic ministry of John the Baptist in the context 
of its time in history.  It was customary during this era to date events with reference 

to the lives of rulers and well-known 
public figures.  Within this history the 
word of God comes to John as he 
preaches his baptism of repentance.  
His ministry is in fulfillment of the 
words of Isaiah concerning the one 
who prepares the way of the Lord. 

 P aul talks about “producing 

a harvest of righteousness 

that comes through Jesus Christ 

for the glory and praise of God.”  

As Disciples and stewards, how does 

our daily life, and our gratitude to God 

for all His gifts reflect for others “the glory and praise of God”?  How 

can we best work at being good “harvesters.”? 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, December 8th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Barbara Grant, Janet Congdon 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, December 9th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Maureen & Jack Well 

Lector  Beverly Deickler 

Chalicer Beverly Deickler 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Julie & Tom Calkins 

Lectors  Duke Breon, Tom Calkins 

Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Mieke Weggeman 

Intercessor Susan Suhr 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitors: Rich Baird, Peg Robinson 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Dec.   9th - Renee Mulligan 
Dec. 16th - Julie & Tom Calkins 
Dec. 23rd - Barbara Elmore 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 
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