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When God is Hidden - Part 2 of 4 
 

“I f I go forward, he is not there; or backward, I cannot perceive him; on the left he hides, 

and I cannot behold him; I turn to the right, but I cannot see him.”  - Job 23:8-9 

In this week’s text, taken from chapter 23, Job wants to have it out with God, to meet him 

face to face, to make the case for his innocence in the court of his creator.  He feels that if he 

could just explain himself fully, God would set everything right, make things go back to the way 

they were before it all fell apart, make his life normal again. 

It is hard to let go of the idea that if we are good, if we do everything right, then God will 

reward us with health and wealth and happiness.  Conversely, we may want to believe that if we 

misbehave God will take away our happiness as a divine punishment for wrongdoing.  The reality 

is that sometimes bad things happen for no reason at all, or reasons that have absolutely nothing 

to do with us.  It’s a hard lesson that we learn as children: life isn’t always fair.  Justice cannot 

always be obtained.  Our desire for order will sometimes go wanting. 

Job’s request to argue his case in front of God is an attempt to put order back a life that has 

become painful and chaotic.  He is bargaining with God, offering logic in exchange for justice.  

When God doesn’t answer (at least, not right away), he is left feeling depressed, and expresses 

that feeling in verses 8-9.  It’s a reversal of the words in Psalm 139, “Where could I go to escape 

your presence?  If I went up to heaven you would be there.  If I went down to the grave you 

would be there too!” 

It can be very painful to not feel God’s presence in our lives.  When Mother Teresa’s letters 

were found ten years after her death, many people were 

shocked when they read about her own experience of 

loneliness and emptiness, about wanting to feel God’s 

presence in the way she once did.  “If I ever become a Saint 

- I will surely be one of 'darkness,'" she wrote.  "I will 

continually be absent from Heaven - to (light) the light of 

those in darkness on earth."  Her words echo the hearts of 

many saints, martyrs, and mystics who could no longer feel 

God’s presence, and had to search for him in absence.  The 

medieval mystic St. John of the Cross describes this absence 

as “the dark night of the soul.” 

 Contemporary poet and scholar Christian Wiman knows 

something about that darkness. 

 In 2005 Wiman, then the editor of the acclaimed 

magazine Poetry, was diagnosed with a rare and incurable 

form of blood cancer.  Wiman has responded to this illness 

with raw honesty, using poetry as way to express his 

complex feelings.  In his 2013 book, “My Bright Abysss,” Wiman asks how a person can praise 

God when what we have trusted - be that one’s own body or the church, or the world - has failed 

to deliver what was hoped for?  He writes, “What you must realize, what you must even come to 

praise, is the fact that there is no right way that is going to become apparent to you once and for 

all...  Wisdom is accepting the truth of this.  Courage is persisting with life in spite of it.  And 

faith is finding yourself, in the deepest part of your soul, in the very heart of who you are, moved 

to praise it.” 

Job, despite his anger, frustration, and fear understood this.  When he says, “Still, I’m not 

(Continued on page 2) 
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annihilated by the darkness; God has hidden deep darkness from me,” Job is expressing a small, 

living kernel of hope planted in the deepest part of his own soul.  This isn’t all there is.  This 

moment, as awful as it seems, will end.  As my sweet grandmother Sue would often say, “this too 

shall pass.” 

Life in Christian community means holding one another up when the darkness presses in.  As 

Paul writes, we must bear one another’s burdens.  As the living members of the body of Christ, 

we are invited to take turns holding up the light of hope for one another.  Job’s misery may have 

been lessened if his friends had not judged him, but instead said, “wow.  That’s so awful what 

you’ve been through. I don’t know why this has happened, but I promise to be there for you 

while you’re going through it.”  Jesus models compassion - suffering with - in living and dying as 

one of us.  As followers of Jesus, we are invited to do the same for one another. 

Grace and Peace, 

The Rev. Tuesday Rupp 

(Continued from page 1) 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Oct 13th 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Oct 14th TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  11:00 am Fall Festival Follow-up Meeting 
  1:00 pm All Parish Reception at Rectory 
Mon, Oct 15th 5:00 pm New Start Ministry Meeting at United Methodist Church 
  6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
Tue, Oct 16th 10:00 am Staff Meeting 
  7:00 pm Vestry Meeting, Pearson Room 
Wed, Oct 17th 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
  6:30 pm Wednesday Night Meditation, Sanctuary 
Thu, Oct 18th 10:30 am C.I.A. Bible Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
Fri, Oct 19th 9:00 am Friday Morning Bible Study, Seabury Room 
Sat Oct 20th 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Oct 21st TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  4:00 pm Confirmation Class 

When God is Hidden 

Tag Sale of Unwanted/Not Needed Church 

Kitchen Items and Utensils 
 

T he Welcome Committee will be sponsoring a tag sale of unwanted 

and not needed kitchen items and utensils that have accumulated in 

the kitchen of the Pearson Room over time.  The tag sale will be in the 

Pearson Room before and after church services on October 20th and 

October 21st.  All types of kitchen utensils, pots and pans, serving platters, 

dishes, and even a bean pot will be available for purchase by free-will 

offering.  Who knows, you might just find the one item your kitchen is 

missing!  Proceeds from the sale will be used to support Welcome 

Committee projects. 
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Wednesday Night Meditation 

On Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm in church all are 

invited to participate in a weekly meditation.  This is 

a simple service of contemplation and discussion 

about a spiritual text followed by 20 minutes of 

sitting together in silence.  The 45-minute meditation 

is free and open to the public - previous experience is not required.  Please contact 

the Rev. Tuesday Rupp, therevtuesday@gmail.com, with questions. 

Confirmation for 8th and 9th Graders 
Year-long confirmation will begin on Sunday, October 21st at 4:00 pm.  Please 

contact the Rev. Tuesday Rupp, therevtuesday@gmail.com, with questions.  

All-Parish Reception at 

the Rectory 
Everyone is welcome to the 

Rectory for a reception this 

Sunday, October 14th from 1:00 

to 4:00.  This simple get-together 

is a thank-you from Pastor 

Tuesday to the community for the 

very warm welcome! 

Safe Church Training 
 

S aint Paul’s Church will be hosting a Comprehensive Basic Safe Church Training on 

Saturday, November 3rd from 9:00 am to 4 pm.  This training is free of charge, and 

a light breakfast starting at 8:30, snacks, and lunch will be provided.  You may register on 

line (ECCT Safe Church Training Option 1) or contact Kathy Baird (203-264-7585 or 

baird001@charter.net).  Registration ends when 50 people have signed up or by Oct. 28. 

This training is for everyone who participates in ministries at St. Paul’s, from Christian 

education for children or adults to volunteering 

with New Start Ministry, from hospitality 

ministries to ushering, from vestry members to 

Eucharistic Visitors.  All of us are part of 

ministries at St. Paul’s, and everyone is 

encouraged to sign up.  This will assure that 

members are knowledgeable about safe church 

practices and terminology during discussions and 

while making decisions.  As always, one can 

count on good company, fellowship, and food 

prepared by the Welcoming Committee. 

 If Nov. 3 does not work for you, go to option 

2 to find out about hybrid programs which 

require completing two on line course modules 

and a 2.5 in person session available in several 

area churches in October. 

mailto:therevtuesday@gmail.com
mailto:therevtuesday@gmail.com
mailto:baird001@charter.net
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Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon 
the men’s group, an 

informal 
gathering of 
men, meets for 
lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  
Please join us 
next week! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a 

needle than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of 

God.”            (Mark 10:25) 
 

J esus uses tough language that we may not want to 

hear.  But, we are all called to be generous with 

all our gifts.  Not just the ones we pick and choose, but 

all our gifts: our time in prayer to God, our talent in 

participating in parish ministries and our treasure 

supporting our local parish and other charities. 
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Fall Fest Follow-up Meeting - There will be a Fall 
Festival Follow-up Meeting next Sunday, 
October14th after the 10 am service. 
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Milestones - If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; 
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

1 Corinthians 12:26. 
 

Died - Dick Leavenworth 
October 9th. 

 

Memorial Service - November 1 at 11 am at St. Paul’s 

A s a follow up to the Neighbors for 

Neighbors Progressive Dinner, I 

would like to let everyone know that we 

had a sell out of tickets, we served 

approximately 112 dinners, 7 of St. 

Paul’s teens served the dinner, the Silent 

Auction raised over $2,000, and all who 

attended had an enjoyable evening.  

This event supports the Woodbury 

Community Services which includes the 

Food Bank and from ticket sales, 

donations, and the Silent Auction we 

deposited $5,912. 

I want to thank our wonderful youths 

that participated: Thayer and Matthew 

Daly-Lehman, Paige and Madeline Daigneault, Hannah Kimball, Hannah Ferris, and Owen 

Hale.  We are very proud of them. 

Thank you to everyone who helped to put this event on and if I try to name them all, I 

am certain to forget some one.  I do know that Judie Ferris, Bonnie Hammer, and Renee 

Mulligan did a fantastic job in the kitchen, and Wrey Trompeter organized the ticket sales 

while Judy Harmon sold them.  As everyone knows, St. Paul’s is always very well 

represented in helping and attending our community events and many of them are work 

behind the scenes. 

The Community Services Council is most grateful for our support. - Mariana Daniels 
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F ood Collection Sunday  The third Sunday 
of each month we encourage everyone to 

bring in food donations for the Woodbury 
Food Bank.  The food bank is not able to 

accept items past their labeled expiration date. 

Woodbury Food Bank Immediate Needs 
 

Here are the priority items the food bank is looking 
for: Salad dressing, fruit cups, ketchup, cereal (not 
corn flakes), frosting, bottled juice, snacks, canned 
potatoes, instant rice, canned chicken, hash, chicken 
combo soup, beef combo soup.  Contact Bonnie 
Leavenworth for more info. 

Christian Yoga - Yoga is back and is running 
two four week sessions at a cost of $45.00 per 
session.  Contact Lisa Groody for more info.  
ergroody278@earthlink.net. 

Visitation Ministries Opportunities 
 

W ould you like to share the Good News of 

Christ and keep in touch with Saint 

Paul's members who are not able to attend weekly 

services on a temporary or regular basis?  Being 

on the flowers distribution team or an Eucharistic 

Visitor might be the right ministry for you. 

Eucharistic Visitors (EVs) are licensed lay persons 

who take Holy Communion following the weekly Eucharistic 

services to those who are sick or shut-in.  Being an EV provides an 

invaluable service to those who because of illness or an inability to leave home by giving 

them the opportunity to share this Sacrament with their church family. 

There is a consistent need for this service to members at home or in assisted living 

facilities.   Scheduling is done three times yearly, and EV's may decide how far they want to 

travel and is based on their availability. 

The second opportunity involves delivering the weekly altar flowers and spending a few 

minutes catching up recipients with the news about Saint Paul's.  Visits are made to homes 

or assisted living facilities.  The scheduling is done three times yearly. 

If either of these ministries is something you would like to try or find out more about, 

please initiate a chat with me during coffee hour, phone 203-264-7585, or email 

baird001@charter.net.  There is no obligation and training will be provided should you 

decide to join these valuable and rewarding ministries. 
 

- Kathy Baird 

mailto:ergroody278@earthlink.net
mailto:baird001@charter.net
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

The Spirit of Fulfillment 
 

 Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

I n the continuing saga the much-besieged Job longs for a divine court from which he 
might seek redress and justice.  He casts about on every side for God, but is met with a 

devastating absence of God’s presence.  Though this reflection comes as a response to Job’s 
accusatory “friend” Eliphaz, it is in the nature of an interior monologue as his distress mounts 
and he is subjected to a pervading sense of isolation.  Job believes in God’s justice, but is so 
bereft of any signs of its dawning that he thinks he would prefer entire darkness. 

 Psalm 22:1-15 
A psalm of lamentation and a plea for deliverance by one who feels deserted and pressed 

in on every side. 
 Hebrews 4:12-16 
The reading reminds us that the Lord’s word is active, probing the human heart and all 

creation, while we can yet boldly approach God’s throne because Jesus, our great high priest, 
has known our weaknesses and temptations.  The first statement is a waning; God’s word, 
which God has spoken at the creation, through the scriptures, and personally in Jesus, is 
everywhere and makes judgment.  But we now have a heavenly high priest, our brother, who 
knows all about our life, and helps us to find God’s mercy.  The insistence that Jesus was 
without sin relies not on extensive knowledge of what he did not do, but on the memory of 
his positive dedication to God’s will. 

 Mark 10:17-31 
In the gospel Jesus counsels a man to sell all for the benefit of the poor and follow him, 

and he then teaches how hard it is for those with riches to enter the kingdom.  Disciples who 
now surrender much will receive back all manner of new relationships in the age to come.  
Jesus first refuses to let himself be called good since that description belongs to God alone.  He 

then finds that the man has tried to live out his 
duties toward his neighbors in response to divine 
love.  But the decision for discipleship must go 
beyond this.  If the heart is divided by desires for 
worldly security, there is no way one can enter into 
the kingdom’s loving justice.  Yet by the power of 
God people can be converted and saved. 

 “ How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God.”  All of us have much wealth, you 
know, especially by the standard of many in the rest of 

the world.  We are so blessed!  As stewards and 
disciples, are we willing to live our lives and use all 
our gifts to honor God and follow His teachings. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp23_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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“Second Sunday”  -  October 14th 

Camp Washington's “Second Sunday” with the Holy Landers Ministry Network -- October 14 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Join Camp Washington and the Holy Landers Ministry Network on October 14 for “Second Sunday” with guest 
speaker Tom Verde, presenting “Pilgrimage.”  This conversation will be about pilgrimage as an act of religious 

faith while focusing on a number of popular Christian pilgrimage sites, such as Canterbury, Santiago de 
Compostela and the Holy Land.  Special guest Bishop Anne Dyer, Diocese of Aberdeen.  More Information: 

campwashington.org. 

 

https://www.campwashington.org/
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to our new rector, 
newcomers, guests, visiting clergy and fellow parishioners, by 
extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your name 
tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, October 13th 

5 pm 

Usher  Dale White 

Lectors  Karen Nash, Lis Blum 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, October 14th 

8:00 am 

Usher  Lynda Jones 

Lectors  Beverly Deickler 

Chalicer Beverly Deickler 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:00 am 

Usher  Ed Daigneault 

Lector  Ed Daigneault, Ed Hord 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Mieke Weggeman 

Intercessor Isobel Moore 

Acolyte  Hannah Kimball 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer, 

 Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter 

Eucharistic Visitors: Nancy Twinem, 

Wrey Trompeter 

Saturday, October 20th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Karen Nash, JoAnn Plunske 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, October 21st 

8:00 am 

Usher  Joan Wilson 

Lector  Joan Wilson 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor  
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Betty Lou Bowles, Peter Bowles 

Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Lois Zane 

Intercessor Ed Hord 

Acolyte  Anna Culkin 

Counter Ron Roberts 

Altar Guild:  Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman, 

Isobel Moore, Lois Zane 

Eucharistic Visitors: Betty Lou Bowles, 

Mieke Weggeman, Joan Wilson 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Oct 14th  - Erin & Sue 
Oct 21st  - Pam & John Pastore 

Contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 
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