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Jesus’ Neighborhood 
 

I 
 opened up a page in my browser of choice and saw a familiar-looking image in the 

center of the screen: a cartoon of a small group of children gathered around a television, 

the kind of TV we had when I was a kid, with feet and knobs that had to be turned 

manually to change the channel or volume.  On the screen is a kindly older man in a green 

sweater next to a little red trolley.  My six-year-old heart recognized the image instantly.  Google 

is using its daily doodle to honor the 51st anniversary of the first day of filming a ground-

breaking television show.  Although the first episode would not air until February of the next 

year, on September 21st, 1967 a Presbyterian minister from Pittsburgh began recording “Mr. 

Roger’s Neighborhood.”  You can watch the lovely 

stop-animation doodle by clicking on the picture. 

Fred Rogers modeled a life of gentleness, 

patience, and kindness, and consistently demonstrated 

to his very young viewers that they matter.  The stop-

motion animation uses Fred Roger’s voice and music, 

reminding the viewer that “you help to make each day 

a special day by just your being yourself.  There’s 

nobody else’s in the whole world who’s exactly like 

you.  And people can like you exactly as you are.”  I 

remember how good it felt to hear those words when I was little.  To be honest, in a culture that 

is constantly telling us that we are not enough, that being liked and accepted is linked with how 

we look, what our gender is, how much money we have, where we go on vacation, what kind of 

car we drive, and any of the hundreds of other marketable variable we are exposed to each day, it 

feels good to hear those kind words again today. 

In this week’s Gospel reading Jesus’ disciples argue over which one of them is the greatest as 

they all walk south again.  The stakes are about to get much higher for them.  In Mark’s account 

of Jesus’ life and work, they are on the long southward descent toward Jerusalem, toward arrest, 

trial, and death.  I imagine anxiety combining with ambition to provoke the group into a heated 

discussion about who should take over the reigns, of who is the rightful second-in-command.  

When Jesus asks them what they are talking about, I don’t think he is seeking information in the 

question.  Rather he is helping them stop and notice their behavior.  Their silence in the wake of 

this question speaks volumes. 

You might expect Jesus to lecture the disciples, to chastise them for their ambition, to raise 

his voice in anger at their foolishness.  Instead, he gives them a new example: that of a little kid. 

“Whoever welcomes one of these children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 

isn’t actually welcoming me but rather the one who sent me.” 

I think about the way that Mr. Rogers welcomed children - with gentleness, kindness, 

playfulness, and patience.  Clearly he understood that the children seated around their television 

screens were honored members of the body of Christ. 

This Tuesday evening we are gathering the children and families in our community for pizza 

and conversation.  Under the leadership of Karen Nash, we want to find out how best to welcome 

the youngest members of our congregation and their families.  I hope many of the families in our 

congregation will join us at 6:00 in the parish hall, and help us learn how best we can care for 

you.  Children and youth are not the future of the church - they are the church.  And, as this 

week’s Gospel reminds us, they are the embodiment of God at work in the word. 
 

Grace and Peace, Tuesday  

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:office@stpaulswoodbury.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rd7X0NsOeRk&source=doodle-ntp&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rd7X0NsOeRk&source=doodle-ntp&app=desktop
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 

 

Sat Sept 22nd 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Sept 23rd EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  11:00 am Welcome Weekend Parish Picnic 
Mon, Sept 24th 6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
Tue, Sept 25th 10:00 am Rock painting, Pearson Room 
  10:00 am Staff Meeting 
  6:00 pm Parent & Kids Information Meeting, Pearson Room 
Wed, Sept 26th 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
  6:30 pm Rock painting, Pearson Room 
  6:30 pm Wednesday Night Meditation, Sanctuary 
Thu, Sept 27th 10:30 am C.I.A. Bible Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
Fri, Sept 28th 9:00 am Friday Morning Bible Study, Seabury Room 
Sat Sept 29th 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Sept 30th NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  1:00 pm Woodbury Fall Festival 

This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Friday, September 21st 

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
 

 

M atthew, one of Jesus’ disciples, is probably to be identified 

with Levi, a tax collector (“publican”) mentioned by Mark 

and Luke.  In the Gospel according to Matthew, it is said that 

Matthew was seated in the custom-house when Jesus bade him, 

“Follow me.”  When Jesus called him, he at once left everything, 

followed the Master, and later gave a dinner for him.  Mark and Luke 

also note that Levi was a tax collector.  In all three accounts, Jesus is 

severely criticized for eating at the same table with tax collectors and other disreputable persons. 

Tax collectors were viewed as collaborators with the Roman State, extortioners who took 

money from their own people to further the cause of Rome and to line their own pockets.  They 

were spurned as traitors and outcasts.  The Jews so abhorred them that pious Pharisees refused to 

marry into a family that had a publican as a member.  Clearly, Matthew was hardly the type of 

man that a devout Jew would have had among his closest associates.  Yet Jesus noted that it was 

the publican rather than the proud Pharisee who prayed the acceptable prayer, “Lord, be merciful 

to me, a sinner.”  There is frequent favorable reference to publicans in the many sayings of Jesus 

in the Gospel according to Matthew. 

 Matthew was called early in Jesus’ ministry, but that he wrote the Gospel that bears 

his name is seriously doubted by scholars.  It is, however, generally accepted that his 

“logia” or “sayings of Jesus” have been included in that Gospel. 

 It may be that the author of the First Gospel took from Matthew’s work some of the 

numerous parables and comments that make that Gospel so popular a source for homilies 

and teaching.  Through this Gospel, especially, Jesus speaks not only of faith and eternal 

life, but of duties toward one’s neighbors, family, and even enemies.  Tradition has it that 

Matthew, having converted many persons to Christianity in Judea, traveled to the East; 

but there is no certain evidence for this.  He has been venerated as a martyr, but the time 

and circumstances of his death are unknown.  In our St. Matthew stained glass window, 

his symbol, the moneybag refers to his occupation before he was called to follow Christ. 
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Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon 
the men’s group, an 

informal 
gathering of 
men, meets for 
lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  
Please join us 
next week! 

“B ut the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 

and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.”  
Put that list on your mirror and try to live by these good 
stepping-stones for faithful stewards – difficult indeed to 
attain, but gratitude-creating when you have some success! 

 

Welcome Weekend - Join us this Saturday & Sunday, September 
22nd & 23rd for Welcome Weekend as we kickoff the fall season.  
Following the 10 am service next week we’ll be holding our 
annual parish picnic on our patio.  Re-discover your old friends 
and meet some new ones. 
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Wednesday Night Meditation 

On Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm in church all are invited to 

participate in a weekly meditation.  This is a simple service 

of contemplation and discussion about a spiritual text 

followed by 20 minutes of sitting together in silence.  The 

45-minute meditation is free and open to the public - previous experience is not 

required.  Please contact the Rev. Tuesday Rupp, therevtuesday@gmail.com, with 

questions. 

Confirmation for 8th and 9th Graders 
Year-long confirmation will begin on Sunday, October 21st at 4:00 pm.  There is 

an information night for parents and students on Thursday, October 4th at 6:00 pm 

here at St. Paul’s.  Please contact the Rev. Tuesday Rupp, 

therevtuesday@gmail.com, with questions.  See you there! 

All-Parish Reception at the Rectory 
Everyone is welcome to the Rectory for a 

reception on Sunday, October 14th from 1:00 to 

4:00.  This simple get-together is a thank-you from 

Pastor Tuesday to the community for the very 

warm welcome!  Please RSVP to St. Paul’s by 

Tuesday, October 8th so we know about how 

many to plan for, (203) 263-3541. 

Calling All Children and Families! 
There is a place for every child here at St. Paul’s, and we want to learn more 

about you!  To that end we have two opportunities coming up to get connected. 

1) Church School Registration begins on Sunday, September 16th.  We are 

asking that all kids get registered with their names and contact information, as well 

as their interests 

and skills.  See 

Karen Nash 

for details. 

2) 

Children and 

Families Information 

Night, Tuesday, 

September 25 at 6:00 pm in the Parish Hall.  Parents and children from grades Pre-

K through 7th Grade are invited to come for an evening of fun and information.  

There will be pizza and soda, as well as an opportunity to share your hopes and 

concerns with the Rector and leadership team.  Please contact the Rev. Tuesday 

Rupp, therevtuesday@gmail.com, with questions. 

We want to create programs that reflect the people in them, and are open to 

suggestions and conversation.  Please reach out to Pastor Tuesday at any time. 

mailto:therevtuesday@gmail.com
mailto:therevtuesday@gmail.com
mailto:therevtuesday@gmail.com
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F ood Collection Sunday  The third Sunday 
of each month we encourage everyone to 

bring in food donations for the Woodbury 
Food Bank.  The food bank is not able to 

accept items past their labeled expiration date. 

Rockin’ & Rollin’ 
 

N ext week (9/25 and 9/26) volunteers 

will meet in the Parish Hall to 

continue to decorate and prepare rocks to with 

our church label to be given away at St. Paul's 

booth at the Woodbury Fall Fest on 

September 30th (2 - 6 pm).  We need many 

hands!  Join us Tuesday mornings at 10 am 

and Wednesday evenings starting at 6:30 pm.  

Come when you can an have some lively fellowship!!  Everyone is 

invited! 

Woodbury Food Bank Immediate Needs 
 

Here are the priority items the food bank is looking 
for: Salad dressing, fruit cups, ketchup, cereal (not 
corn flakes), frosting, bottled juice, snacks, canned 
potatoes, instant rice, canned chicken, hash, chicken 
combo soup, beef combo soup.  Contact Bonnie 
Leavenworth for more info. 

Christian Yoga - Yoga is back and is running 
two four week sessions at a cost of $45.00 per 
session.  Contact Lisa Groody for more info.  
ergroody278@earthlink.net. 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of 

all and the servant of all.”    (MARK 9:35) 
 

J esus teaches us that we are called to serve one 

another. Sacrifice is not a word that many 

people like to hear. We think it means that we must 

give up something that we want. However, the literal 

meaning of sacrifice is “to make holy,” from the 

mailto:ergroody278@earthlink.net
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

“Seeking Wisdom & Peace” 
 

 Proverbs 31:10-31 

I n this lesson from the Book of Proverbs we find a poem to a woman of worth who 
embodies attributes beyond charm and beauty, all of which have their source in her 

allegiance to God.  In an agrarian culture where the economic and social well-being of the 
household was primary, the industry and ability of ranking women were essential to the 
success of the extended family and its dependents.  The virtues of the ideal woman described 
in this acrostic poem are substantially economic; she is an astute businesswoman, managing 
with excellence all that is in her charge.  She is charitable to the poor and extends herself for 
the needy, displays wisdom, and teaches kindness. 

 Psalm 1 
The Lord makes fruitful those who choose the way of righteousness. 
 James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
In this New Testament epistle believers are to cleave to wisdom that is pure, peaceable, 

gentle, and full of mercy and good fruits.  The Christian community must recognize the 
results of worldly attitudes and desires: jealously, disorder, quarrels, even murder.  Prayers are 
too often offered for the wrong motives, but a harvest of righteousness is sown for those who 
sow in peace.  The wise will refuse evil and draw near to God, and in doing so, they will find 
that God has also drawn near to them. 

 Mark 9:30-37 
In the gospel Jesus foretells his death and resurrection as the Son of Man, bidding his 

disciples to have a servant ministry and to learn to welcome him and God in a child.  The 
several sayings are linked together by the theme of Jesus’ lowliness and readiness to suffer for 
others.  His followers’ difficulty in understanding him and their discussion concerning which 

of them is greatest stand in 
sharp contrast to their 
Lord’s teachings.  Jesus’ 
action and words with 
regard to the child remind 
us of another saying: 
whatever is done to the least 
member of the community 
is done to him. 

J esus reminds his followers 

that they need to be able to 

see and accept him in many 

guises.  A faithful steward seeks 

and serves Jesus in all people. 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp20_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, September 22nd 

5 pm 

Ushers  Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman 

Lectors  Thayer & Matthew Daly Lehman 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, September 23rd 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Maureen & Jack Well 

Lector  Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Julie & Tom Calkins 

Lectors  Tom Calkins, Duke Breon 

Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Lois Zane 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 

Counter  

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, Sara Ranson, 

 Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno 

Eucharistic Visitors: Rich Baird, Joan Wilson 

 

 

Saturday, September 29th 

5 pm 

Usher  Dale White 

Lectors  Karen Nash, Lis Blum 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, September 30th 

8:00 am 

Usher  Judie Ferris, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Isobel Moore 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Ed Daigneault, Russ DePace 

Lectors  Ed Daigneault 

Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Mieke Weggeman 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Acolytes Madeline & Paige Daigneault 

Counter Barbara Elmore 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, Sara Ranson, 

 Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno 

Eucharistic Visitor: Bonnie Leavenworth 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Sept  23rd - Welcome Weekend Parish Picnic 
 

Contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net
mailto:office%20@stpaulswoodbury.org
http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
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