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Pastor’s Corner: Letting Go Of ….. 
 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

M y time with you is growing short.  My final day will be Sunday, 

July 8.  It has been a lovely, fulfilling nine months I have spent 

with you.  Thank you for your welcome and your willingness to try on 

new things.  Parker Palmer once wrote, "I no longer ask, 'What do I 

want to let go of, and what do I want to hang on to?'  Instead I ask, 

'What do I want to let go of, and what do I want to give myself to?' "  I 

am already wrestling with this question, and I believe I know the 

answer for myself. I want to let go of the tendency to be needed, in 

order to give myself to the nurturing of the spiritual lives of others.  In 

the coming months, I hope you will give yourself to that second 

question as well.  What do you want to let go of, and what do you want 

to give yourselves to, as individuals and as a congregation.  Any 

transition to new leadership is filled with letting go, 

and, the letting go is in order to give one's self to 

something greater, more life-giving, more loving.  

This will be my prayer for you this last week I am 

with you.  May you be willing to ask God to help 

you let go so God can lead you into giving 

yourselves to what is to come.  May God's 

wholeness and peace be with you all as you prepare 

to welcome your new Rector.  And may you 

continue to pray for me, your priest, who places you 

into the welcoming hands of God for your next future. 

 

Faithfully, 

Lois Keen  

The Parish Office is closed 

through July 19th.  For 

pastoral emergencies 

please call (917) 226-9136. 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon 
the men’s group, an 

informal 
gathering of 
men, meets for 
lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  
Please join us 
next week! 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat June 30 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun July    1 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
  9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Woodbury Fall Fest Meeting 
Tue July   3 6:30 pm Executive Committee 
Sat June 23 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun June 24 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
   9:00 am Holy Eucharist 

General Convention Begins Soon! 

 Officially General Convention runs from July 5 - 13 in Austin, TX. 

To learn more and stay informed click here. 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“…as a matter of equality your abundance at the present time should supply their want, 

so that their abundance may supply your want, that there may be equality” 

 – 2 Corinthians 8:14 
 

W e are responsible not only for our own lives, but for the 

lives of those around us.  It is important that we not only 

grow, nurture and share our gifts; but that we also teach our 

children and encourage others to do the same.  This is the 

communal aspect of our faith.  We are the “Body of Christ.”  We 

are called to be dependent on each other and not live in isolation. 

F ood Collection Sunday  The third Sunday 
of each month we encourage everyone to 

bring in food donations for the Woodbury 
Food Bank.  The food bank is not able to 

accept items past their labeled expiration date. 

https://www.episcopalct.org/gc79/
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T he woman who in desperation believed if only she 
could touch Jesus she would be healed was right.  Jesus 

saw her faith and freed her from her years of (in those days) 
shameful illness.  Those of us who can no longer touch Jesus 
in the flesh have no less claim to His promise o heal us 
(perhaps in a different way than we expected) - but we need 
to believe, believe, believe, and trust in His promises! 

Last Saturday evening, the 5 pm service 

folks took 

Lois out for 

a farewell 

dinner.  

Thanks 

Marianne 

Daly for the 

pictures. 

Woodbury Fall Fest - There will be a planning meeting Sunday after the 
9 am service to prepare for St. Paul's participation in the Woodbury 

Fall Fest on September 30th.  Grab a cup of coffee and a treat, then 
join us in the Choir Room.  Everyone interested is welcome! 
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, July 4th 

Independence Day 
 

O n 2 July 1776, the Continental Congress, comprising delegates sent by the 

legislatures of the thirteen colonies, voted to declare complete independence from 

British rule, and on 4 July the formal wording of the Declaration (principally the work of 

Thomas Jefferson) was approved and the document signed.  The decision to seek 

independence rather than simply a restoration of the colonists' traditional rights as British 

subjects did not come readily or suddenly.  Armies had been in the field for more than a year 

before the Declaration, and for another two years afterward, the officers of the Continental 

Army drank his Majesty's health at every mess.  But the Declaration was rightly 

acknowledged as crucial.  It speaks in terms of the Natural Law and God-given principles of 

justice and right, in language that, as one (British) writer has said, combines great prose, 

great politics, and great theology. 

The Declaration of Independence 

W hen in the Course of human events, it 

becomes necessary for one people to 

dissolve the political bands which have connected them 

with another, and to assume among the powers of the 

earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws 

of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent 

respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 

should declare the causes which impel them to the 

separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed. 

That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 

Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 

foundation upon such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 

seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be 

changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that 

mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves 

by abolishing the forms to which they are long accustomed. But [our grievances are 

neither light nor transient, and a list of them follows....] 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General 

Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of 

our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good people of these Colonies, 

solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 

Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British 

Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is 

and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full 

power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all 

other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. 

And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of 

Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our 

sacred Honor. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteen_Colonies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/jul4.html#declaration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_III_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mess
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Pilgrimage 2018 

 Egypt Israel Jordan 

Through mid July, Nancy Twimen, David Szen and several friends of our parish will 
on another “Journeys into the Bible” pilgrimage.  You can follow their daily adven-

tures online here. 

This Date on the Church Calendar 
  

Friday, June 29th 

Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Apostles 
  

  

P eter and Paul, the two greatest leaders of the early Church, are 

commemorated separately, Peter on January 18, for his confession of Jesus as 

the Messiah, and Paul on January 25, for his conversion, but they are 

commemorated together on June 29 in observance of the tradition of the Church that 

they both died as martyrs in Rome during the persecution under Nero, in 64. 

Paul, the well-educated and cosmopolitan Jew of the Dispersion, and Peter, the 

uneducated fisherman from Galilee, had differences of opinion in the early years of the 

Church concerning the mission to the Gentiles.  More than once, Paul speaks of rebuking 

Peter for his continued insistence on Jewish exclusiveness; yet their common commitment 

to Christ and the proclamation of the Gospel proved stronger than their differences; and 

both eventually carried that mission to Rome, where they were martyred.  According to 

tradition, Paul was granted the right of a Roman citizen to be beheaded by a sword, but 

Peter suffered the fate of his Lord, crucifixion, though with head downward. 

A generation after their martyrdom, Clement of Rome, writing to the Church in Corinth, 

probably in 96 A.D., says: “Let us come to those who have most recently proved 

champions; let us take up the noble examples of our own generation.  Because of jealousy 

and envy the greatest and most upright pillars of the Church were persecuted and competed 

unto death.  Let us bring before our eyes the good apostles - Peter, who because of 

unrighteous jealousy endured not one or two, but numerous trials, and so bore a martyr’s 

witness and went to the glorious place that he deserved.  Because of jealousy and strife Paul 

pointed the way to the reward of endurance; seven times he was imprisoned, he was exiled, 

he was stoned, he was a preacher in both east and west, and won renown for his faith, 

teaching uprightness to the whole world, and reaching the farthest limit of the west, and 

bearing a martyr’s witness before the rulers, he passed out of the world and was taken up 

into the holy place, having proved a very great example of endurance.” 

https://www.facebook.com/2018-Pilgrimage-to-Egypt-Jordan-Israel-459384197823310/?modal=admin_todo_tour
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

Only Believe 
 

 

 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 

I n our Hebrew scripture reading the report of Israel’s devastating defeat by the 
Philistines at Mount Gilboa is brought to David at Ziklag.  Saul and his three sons have 

been slain, including Jonathan.  David might have been expected to show relief at the death of 
Saul, who had so relentlessly hunted him, but instead David grieves both publicly and 
privately.  Israel has lost her king and finest prince to war, and David, who served Saul so long 
and loved Jonathan, is bereft.  David’s elegy was likely set to music extolling Saul’s heroism, 
Jonathan’s might in battle, and the profound national and personal loss embodied in their 
deaths. 

 Psalm 130 
A plea for mercy offered in patient hope to the faithful Lord. 
 2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
In this New Testament lesson the apostle Paul encourages the Corinthians to be generous 

in their contributions to a collection he has been gathering for the relief of the church in 
Jerusalem.  It seems the Corinthians had begun to raise money for this cause in the previous 
year but have not completed the project despite the means available to them.  In sharing from 
their abundance with those in need, these new disciples will be following in the way of the 
Lord Jesus who, though rich, become poor that the Corinthians might become rich. 

 Mark 5:21-43 
The gospel tells of the healings of a woman with hemorrhages and of the daughter of 

Jairus, an official of the local Synagogue.  Here are two remarkable stories of healing, one told 
within the other.  As Jesus is 
responding to Jairus’ plea for his sick 
daughter, a woman who has suffered 
with hemorrhage for twelve years 
reaches out in faith, and is healed 
and given new life.  By the time 
Jesus reaches Jairus’ house, the 
twelve-year-old daughter is seemingly 
dead but Jesus raises her to new life. 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests, 
visiting clergy and fellow parishioners, by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

Summer Schedule - Our weekly Saturday service remains at 5 pm.  On 
Sunday we offer a single Holy Eucharist service at 9 am.. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp8_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp8_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp8_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp8_RCL.html#gsp1
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, June 30th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Jeff Leavenowrth, JoAnn Plunske 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, July 1st 

9:00 am 

Ushers  Ed Daigneault, Colin Harley 

Lectors  Betty Lou Bowles, 

 Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicers Bonnie Leavenworth , Ed Hord 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitors: Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Mieke Weggeman 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 7th 

5 pm 

Usher  Jeff Leavenworth 

Lectors  Karen Nash, JoAnn Plunske 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, July 8th 

9:00 am 

Ushers  Judie Ferris, Joan Wilson 

Lectors  Joan Wilson, Amy Williams 

Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Isobel Moore 

Counter Barbara Elmore 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitors: Peg Robinson, Joan Wilson 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

 
Contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer 
 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 

 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net
mailto:office%20@stpaulswoodbury.org
http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV

