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Pastor’s Corner: Rector Update
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ou may have heard by now that the Vestry, after a long day
of discernment on last Saturday, made a unanimous
decision to call a new Rector to Saint Paul's, and that the
call has been accepted by the candidate, who is now Rector Elect. It is
not a coincidence, but more likely the work of the Holy Spirit, that the
Rector Elect was also the unanimous first pick of the Transition Team,
but the Vestry didn't know this until Sunday, after the announcement
had been made at all three services of worship.
The negotiations begin now for the Letter of Agreement between
the Vestry, the Rector Elect, and The Episcopal Church in Connecticut.
Once all parties have approved and signed the LOA, and the Rector
Elect makes this known to any worshiping community he or she is currently engaged with,
your Vestry can announce the name.
This also means that it is time for me to begin disengaging from Saint Paul's, which is to
say I will be a bit more differently engaged in a shorter time in order to say goodbye to as
many folk as possible. It is appropriate for me to leave Saint Paul's four weeks before the
arrival of the Rector Elect.
This weekend I will be away, in Delaware, visiting my family. You will have as supply
clergy the Reverend Rowena Kemp for Saturday night's service, and the Reverend Chris
Christopherson for the Sunday services. On Sunday, also, at the 10:00 service, our former
leader of Christian Formation for Children will be honored, and the youth will make a
special offertory presentation. I hope all of you will be at worship this weekend.
A week ago Friday, I came across these words from Archbishop Desmond Tutu. I
commend them to you for your daily meditations this day and going forward.
"We are made for goodness. We are made for love.
We are made for friendliness. We are made for togetherness.
We are made for all of the beautiful things that you and I know.
We are made to tell the world that there are no outsiders.
All are welcome: black, white, red, yellow, rich, poor, educated, not educated, male,
female, gay, straight, all, all, all.
We all belong to this family, this human family, God's family."
The Peace of God be with you always.
Lois

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

June 9
June 10

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

June 11
June 12
June 13
June 14

Sat
Sun

June 16
June 17

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
12:00 pm
10:30 am
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
9:00 am

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
Finance Committee
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Summer Lay Schedule
Please contact the parish office or your
lay ministry coordinator as soon as
possible about your schedule
availability for the Summer Lay
Schedule period, June 17 thru
September 9th.

Stewardship Reflection
“And if a house is divided against itself, that house
will not be able to stand.”
– MARK 3:25

D

o your parish ministries complement each
other or do they compete against each other?
Is your parish “one Body of Christ” or a bunch of
little, separate ministries controlled by human ego?
The goal of all parish ministries is to bring people to
Christ. All of our parish work should be for the glory
of God’s name, not our own name.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon
the men’s group, an
informal
gathering of
men, meets for
lunch at the
Charcoal Chef.
Please join us
next week!
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, June 11th

St. Barnabas the Apostle

"J

oseph, a Levite, born in Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (son of
encouragement), sold a field he owned, brought the money, and turned it over to
the apostles" (Acts 4:36f). This is the first mention we have of Barnabas.
His new name fits what we know of his actions. When Saul (or Paul) came to Jerusalem
after his conversion, most of the Christians there wanted nothing to do with him. They had
known him as a persecutor and an enemy of the Church. But Barnabas was willing
to give him a second chance. He looked him up, spoke with him, and brought him to
see the other Christians, vouching for him. Later, Paul and Barnabas went on a
missionary journey together, taking Mark with them. Part way, Mark turned back
and went home. When Paul and Barnabas were about to set out on another such
journey, Barnabas proposed to take Mark along, and Paul was against it, saying that
Mark had shown himself undependable. Barnabas wanted to give Mark a second
chance, and so he and Mark went off on one journey, while Paul took Silas and went
on another. Apparently Mark responded well to the trust given him by the "son of
encouragement," since we find that Paul later speaks of him as a valuable assistant (2
Timothy 4:11 "Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is
useful in my ministry."; see also Colossians 4:10 " Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner greets
you, as does Mark the cousin of Barnabas, concerning whom you have received instructions
- if he comes to you, welcome him.", and Philemon 24 "...and so do Mark, Aristarchus,
Demas, and Luke, my fellow-workers.").
written by James Kiefer

“Spread the Light”

T

he Community Services Council of Woodbury is holding
its 2018 "Spread the Light" fundraising appeal through
the end of June to invite donors to support its mission of
compassion and set town greens aglow with starlight on the
Fourth of July.
Volunteers will decorate trees on town greens along Main
Street on the morning of the Fourth of July with threedimensional star lanterns. Each star will represent an
individual donation of $10 or more. The stars will be
illuminated shortly before dusk to brighten town greens with
starlight throughout the Fourth of July evening.
Proceeds from the "Spread the Light" appeal will support the
mission of the Community Services Council to provide food,
fuel and emergency assistance to approximately 130 lowincome households in Woodbury.
Donations by mail should be made payable to the Community Services Council and
addressed to the CSCW, PO Box 585, Woodbury CT 06798. Donors should indicate
"Spread the Light" on the memo line and enclose a memorial or honorary dedication if
desired.
"We are deeply grateful to the many generous members of our community who have
consistently demonstrated their commitment to reach out to our neighbors in need and
spread the light of mutual caring and compassion in our community," CSCW President Bob
Taylor said. "In dedicating a star for each gift in this campaign, we seek in a special way to
show how countless of acts of volunteerism and generosity, large and small, combine to
make it possible for us to carry out our essential mission."
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“O

God, from whom all good
proceeds...” If, therefore, all the
good in our lives comes from God, how can we
best be grateful and thankful for our many
blessings? Perhaps the habits of prayer,
scripture study, active participation in our
parish community, care for others, and generous
giving can help us reflect that “good-ness” to
others.
10 Things Christians Should Know
About The Episcopal Church: History and
Beliefs

T

he Episcopal Church was established
after the American Revolution when
it became independent from the Church of
England. The Episcopal Church characterizes
itself as "Protestant, yet Catholic." It is a
Christian church divided into nine
provinces ... Click on the red link above.

ECCT Wants to Hear from You: Region Needs Assessment eSurvey

S

ince 2014, the Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) has been
taking creative steps to respond to the changing world around us.
These have included changes in governance and structure: Regions, Region
Missionaries, Ministry Networks, and a Mission Council. More recently we
have been working on ways to describe what makes a parish in this new
missional age, and what spiritual practices are hallmarks of those parishes.
Last November at our Annual Convention, ECCT passed the resolution,
"Assessing Our Resources for God's Mission," which called for a Region
Needs Assessment.
Over the past two months a capable, compassionate team from the
consulting company we hired, CCS, has been conducting interviews with a
limited number of parishes, leadership
groups, ministry networks, and
individuals. In order to hear from the
widest possible audience, CCS has
prepared a survey so that everyone
will have an opportunity to participate
in ECCT's Region Needs Assessment.
Please click here to link to the survey.
For more info about this project, link
here.
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Labonne's Receipts

K

eep on turning in your Labonne's receipts! Leslie Albrecht has been tallying the
receipts for too many years to count; at least since her son Scott was in Sunday
school. Betty Lou Bowles has been pitching in while Leslie and Blair are settling into their
new home in Heritage Village.
St. Paul's receives a small percentage of the total amount tallied which was designated for
Covenant to Care many years ago. The key to remember is Labonne's will only accept
receipts within three months from time of purchases. This means that the counter needs
them in a timely manner. You may place your receipts in the fishbowls
available in the Pearson Room, in the Covenant to Care mailbox in the hall at
the bottom of the stairs, or make other arrangements with Leslie or Betty
Lou.
Please get the receipts to church asap and thank you for continuing to
support this ministry or coming on board now that you know more about
this opportunity. Your support is appreciated and helps others in so many
ways.
- Kathy Baird
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests,
visiting clergy and fellow parishioners, by extending a warm
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
Summer Schedule - We will begin our summer Sunday schedule switching
to one service at 9 am beginning on Sunday, June 17th.

This Weekend’s Readings
The Kingdom of God Is at Hand
1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15
n our Hebrew Bible lesson the elders of Israel insist that the aging prophet Samuel
anoint them a king such as governed the surrounding nations. The biblical account
refers to the military threat of the Philistines as the primary motivation for this request, but
other pressures were likely at work as the tribal structure of Israelite society underwent change.
God tells Samuel to consent to the request of the elders, but to make clear the cost involved in
submission to the arbitrary power of a human monarch. Yet the people persist in their
request and Samuel anoints Saul as king over them.
Psalm 138
A hymn of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord on high who has saved God’s servant and
cares for the lowly.
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
In this passage Paul speaks of the eternal and glorious hope that belongs to Jesus’ disciples
even in the midst of trouble and mortality. The apostle has just told of the difficulties that
beset his ministry. These, however, have not prevented his preaching of the gospel. Now he
quotes scripture to express his conviction that the belief of Christians can and must be
proclaimed in all circumstances. Although our physical being is gradually decaying, we are
inwardly being renewed in accordance with what is unseen and eternal.
Mark 3:20-35
In our gospel lesson Jesus is accused of being possessed by the prince of demons. He
responds by describing his battle against Satan and indicating that true relationship with him
is based in the doing of God’s will. The passage suggests a certain separation between Jesus
and his own relatives due to the intensity of his ministry. To those who charge him with
doing good by the power of evil, Jesus
answers with figures of speech - one
implies that Jesus himself is the man
who must first bind Satan before
destroying his power. A warning is
given not to blaspheme against the
Holy Spirit - by which perhaps is
meant calling good evil.

I
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, June 9th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White
Jeff Leavenworth, Lis Blum
Gaby Drews

Sunday, June 10th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Colin Harley, Joan Wilson
Bonnie Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Ushers
Ed Daigneault, Church School Youth
Lector
Duke Breon, Church School Youth
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Ed Hord
Intercessor Isobel Moore
Acolytes
Maddie & Paige Daigneault
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth, Sara Ranson,
Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno
Eucharistic Visitors: Rich Baird, Nancy Twinem,
Joan Wilson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 10th
June 17th
June 24th

-

Sue & Marty Taylor
Gaby Drews
Renee Mulligan

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.

St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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