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L

ast Saturday and Sunday I preached a sermon which included
two poems, one by Rainer Maria Rilke, and another by a Native
American youth, Jeremy Blackwater. Below is the Rilke poem, and a
link to the Facebook page for Jeremy Blackwater's poem. Below the
link is the Lord's Prayer as rewritten by Jeremy.
A poem by Rainer Maria Rilke
God speaks to each of us as he makes us,
then walks with us silently out of the night.
These are the words we dimly hear:
You, sent out beyond your recall,
go to the limits of your longing.
Embody me.
Flare up like flame
and make big shadows I can move in.
Let everything happen to you: beauty and terror.
Just keep going. No feeling is final.
Don’t let yourself lose me.
Nearby is the country they call life.
You will know it by its seriousness.
Give me your hand.
And the link to Jeremy Blackwater's poem, with the rewritten Lord's Prayer beneath.
https://www.facebook.com/kaze.gadway/posts/10200892569453641
I rewrite the prayer
So it makes sense to me.
“Our nesting place in awesome moments
Holy is your space.
May your holiness govern me in all my ways.
May your purpose be my direction.
All this in my time as it is eternally.”
I hold on to this.
Hell goes away.
Heaven stays.
(c) Jeremy Blackwater
The Reverend Lois Keen

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

June 2
June 3

Mon

June 4

Tue
Wed
Thu

June 5
June 6
June 7

Sat
Sun

June 9
June 10

5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist

8:00 am
10:00 am
5:00 pm
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
12:00 pm
10:30 am
7:00 pm
5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
New Start Ministry, Pearson Room
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
Executive Committee
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist

8:00 am
10:00 am

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Summer Lay Schedule - Please contact
the parish office or your lay ministry
coordinator as soon as possible about
your schedule availability for the
Summer Lay Schedule period, June 17
thru September 9th.

Stewardship Reflection
“Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to
them and they all drank from it …” – MARK 14:23

J

esus, the perfect steward, gave thanks, just before
He gave Himself to us completely for our
salvation. He offers us the chance to drink from His
cup. In the Eucharist, we meet Christ personally and,
if we listen to Him, we know what drinking from His
cup means our own sacrifice - giving up some of our
time, talent and treasure to do His work on earth.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon
the men’s group, an
informal
gathering of
men, meets for
lunch at the
Charcoal Chef.
Please join us
next week!
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† This Date on the Church
Calendar
Thursday, May 31st

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

A

fter the angel Gabriel had announced to
Mary that she was to become the mother of
Our Lord, Mary went from Galilee to Judea to visit
her kinswoman Elizabeth, soon to be the mother of
John the Baptist. This visit is recorded in Luke 1:3956. Elizabeth greeted Mary with the words, "Blessed
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb." Mary burst forth with the song of praise
which we call the Magnificat, beginning, "My soul
proclaims the greatness of the Lord." We are told that
even John the Baptist, still unborn, leaped for joy in
his mother's womb. Thus we are shown, side by side,
the two women, one seemingly too old to have a
child, but destined to bear the last prophet of the Old
Covenant, of the age that was passing away; and the
other woman, seemingly not ready to have a child, but
destined to bear the One Who was Himself the
beginning of the New Covenant, the age that would not pass away.
It is this meeting that we celebrated yesterday.

“Spread the Light”

T

he Community Services Council of Woodbury is holding its 2018 "Spread the
Light" fundraising appeal through the end of June to invite donors to support its
mission of compassion and set town greens aglow with starlight on the Fourth of July.
Volunteers will decorate trees on town greens along Main
Street on the morning of the Fourth of July with threedimensional star lanterns. Each star will represent an
individual donation of $10 or more. The stars will be
illuminated shortly before dusk to brighten town greens with
starlight throughout the Fourth of July evening.
Proceeds from the "Spread the Light" appeal will support the
mission of the Community Services Council to provide food,
fuel and emergency assistance to approximately 130 lowincome households in Woodbury.
Donations by mail should be made payable to the
Community Services Council and addressed to the CSCW,
PO Box 585, Woodbury CT 06798. Donors should indicate
"Spread the Light" on the memo line and enclose a memorial or honorary dedication if
desired.
"We are deeply grateful to the many generous members of our community who have
consistently demonstrated their commitment to reach out to our neighbors in need and
spread the light of mutual caring and compassion in our community," CSCW President Bob
Taylor said. "In dedicating a star for each gift in this campaign, we seek in a special way to
show how countless of acts of volunteerism and generosity, large and small, combine to
make it possible for us to carry out our essential mission."
For more information, please contact CSCW President Bob Taylor by email at
community.services.council@gmail.com or by phone at (203) 263-3869
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Labonne's Receipts

K

eep on turning in your Labonne's receipts! Leslie Albrecht has been tallying the
receipts for too many years to count; at least since her son Scott was in Sunday
school. Betty Lou Bowles has been pitching in while Leslie and Blair are settling into their
new home in Heritage Village.
St. Paul's receives a small percentage of the total amount tallied which was designated for
Covenant to Care many years ago. The key to remember is Labonne's will only accept
receipts within three months from time of purchases. This means that the counter needs
them in a timely manner. You may place your receipts in the fishbowls
available in the Pearson Room, in the Covenant to Care mailbox in the hall at
the bottom of the stairs, or make other arrangements with Leslie or Betty
Lou.
Please get the receipts to church asap and thank you for continuing to
support this ministry or coming on board now that you know more about
this opportunity. Your support is appreciated and helps others in so many
ways.
- Kathy Baird
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I

n our gospel reading this Sunday, Jesus is being watched
by the “rule-keepers to see if they might find ways to
condemn him. But as in all his life, Jesus acted in the loving
way - allowing the disciples to pick grain for
food, and healing the man’s withered hand.
Do we as followers and apprentices of
Jesus remember to make our lifedecisions in the loving way God
has modeled for us over and over?

Books for Children

W

ho doesn't enjoy a good book any time of the year? With the school summer
vacation fast approaching, some children will not have the opportunity to take out
books from their school library. New Haven and other communities found one solution is to
make quality reading material available all year long in places frequently visited by children.
They have provided weather proof book huts in parks. My grandson Theo and I
regularly fill the boxes at East Rock and Edgewood Avenue Parks. Of course some
books never make it there, if he and his little neighbors get to the bag first.
I have found that Southbury Training School has bag sales; there were some there
from Olivia Roome. Another good source in the Southbury Library children's
department where one can fill a bag for a dollar. If you have any books that you
would like to donate, please call me at 203-264-7585 or baird001@charter.net to
arrange for a mutually convenient time and place for me to get them.
The selection of books in the boxes includes picture books, beginning readers,
Highlights toddler books, partially used workbooks and coloring books, short chapter
books, reading levels up through middle school, and an occasional adult novel. From
time to time I have left crayons and pencils especially before school started or
holidays.
My favorite memory is when a day care center with six toddlers came to the park
as Theo and I were unloading some books. They all got out of their stroller to play.
Theo thought nothing of getting a book, climbing into a vacant seat in the six seat
stroller, and looking at one of the books. When it was time to go, the kids climbed
back into the stroller each with a book in hand as one day care provider stayed behind
to take several new books for later. What a great opportunity to teach our little ones
to get along with and to share with others.
- Kathy Baird
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests,
visiting clergy and fellow parishioners, by extending a warm
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
Summer Schedule - We will begin our summer Sunday schedule switching
to one service at 9 am beginning on Sunday, June 17th.

This Weekend’s Readings
Lord of the Sabbath
1 Samuel 3:1-20
n our Hebrew scripture reading we hear how Samuel learns that the Lord is calling him
to make him God’s prophet. Three times the boy Samuel misunderstands and thinks
that it is his mentor Eli summoning him during the night. Finally Eli realizes it must be the
Lord, and tells Samuel to be ready. In the morning Samuel informs Eli of the punishment
that is about to come upon his house. As Samuel grows, all Israel recognizes that he has been
chosen by God to prophesy to the people.
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
With marvelous wisdom, God alone perceives the heights and depths of life.
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
In this lesson Paul teaches that although human weakness is all too apparent in those who
preach the gospel, what is proclaimed is the glorious light of revelation of God in Jesus Christ.
Paul’s sufferings and mortality are a way of sharing in the weakness and death in which Jesus
himself participated. Yet through perseverance, they point beyond themselves to the source of
life greater than death.
Mark 2:23-3:6
In the gospel Jesus proclaims in word and sign that the Son of Man is sovereign over the
sabbath law. The interpretation of the Torah prevailing during this period regarded both the
plucking of grain and healing to be forms of work, and therefore activities forbidden on the
sabbath day. Jesus, however, teaches that human need and the doing of good must always
take precedence over rigid interpretation, for “the sabbath was made for humankind, and not
humankind for the sabbath.” Many Jewish teachers of the time agreed that the sabbath must
always be seen as a blessing
for human life and not as
an arbitrary requirement.
Jesus goes beyond this in
announcing that he
possesses and even greater
authority for human
behavior than the law.

I
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, June 2nd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner

Karen Nash, JoAnn Plunske
Sue Turner

Saturday, June 9th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White
Jeff Leavenworth, Lis Blum
Gaby Drews

Sunday, June 3rd
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Dick Leavenworth, Kathie Nichols
Beverly Deickler
Beverly Deickler
Dick Leavenworth

10:00 am
Ushers
Kathy Baird, Russ DePace
Lectors
Chris Jacques, Amy Williams
Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Amy Williams
Intercessor Kathy Baird
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer,
Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter
Eucharistic Visitors: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Peg Robinson

Sunday, June 10th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Colin Harley, Joan Wilson
Bonnie Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Usher
Ed Daigneault
Lector
Duke Breon
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Ed Hord
Intercessor Isobel Moore
Acolytes
Maddie & Paige Daigneault
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer,
Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter
Eucharistic Visitors: Rich Baird, Nancy Twinem,
Joan Wilson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 3rd
June 10th
June 17th

-

Kathy & Rich Baird
Sue & Marty Taylor
Gaby Drews

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.

St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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